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EW  books  are  more  pleafing  or  inftructive 
than  thofe  which  contain  accounts  of  travels 
or  voyages,  into  diftant  countries.  But  at  the  fame 
time,  no  writers  ^eeni  more  incapable  of  delcrib- 
in^  what  they  fee,  or  more  liable  to  be  impofed 
upon  by  others,  than  many  of  thole  to  whom  we 
owe  productions  of  this  nature.  The  lot  of  vifit- 
ing  foreign  climates,  or  traverfing  lavage  lands, 
has  generally  fallen  to  the  avatitious  or  the  ce- 
vout,  men  whofe  views  were  contracted  by  gain, 
or  blinded  by  fuperftition ;  thus,  though  in  ge- 
neral they  tell  us  what  they  have  obferved,  their 
accounts  are  mixed  with -inftances  of  grofs  igno- 
rance, or  rriiftaken  zeal.  We  generally  find  their 
productions  loaded  with  minute  and  uninterefting 
tranfadiions,  falfe  miracles,  nautical  remarks,  or 
tedious  diaries,  which  fatigue  the  reader  and  re- 
prefs  curioflty. 

The  being  acquainted  with  the  world  from 
books  of  this  kind,  thus  becoming  a  tafk  almoft 
as  difficult  as  vifiting  in  perfbn  the  places  they 
defcribe  ;  and  the  numbers  of  fuch  books  (till  in- 
creafing  the  difficulty,  it  was  hy  many  thought 
advifeable  to  reduce  the  number,  and  retrench 
the  abfurdities  of  fuch  works  by  compilation. 
To  this  we  owe  the  many  ColkBiom  of  voyages 
and  travels  that  have  been  published  at  different 
times  among  us,  all  profeffing  to  afford  the  reader 
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the  greateft  pleafure  in  the  fmallefi:  compafs*  the 
greateft  benefits  at  the  fmallefc  expence. 

The  three  moft  confiderable  collections  of  this 
kind  are  Purchafe's  Pilgrims,  Churchill's,  and 
Harris's  Colle&ion  of  Voyages  and  Travels.  As 
to  Pur  chafe,  it  was  collected  at  a  time  when  the 
natural  hiftory  of  nations  was  yet  but  in  its  in- 
fancy, and  confequently  his  books  are  filled  with 
all  the  foily  and  credulity  of  thofe  who  were  de- 
ceived themfelves,  or  with  the  grofs  falfehood 
of  fuch  as  ftrove  to  acquire  reputation  by  deceiv- 
ing others. 

Churchill,  exclufive  of  the  fize  and  price  (it 
confiding  of  no  lefs  than  eight  folio  volumes) 
has  but  little  advantage  of  the  former;  he  has 
given  place  to  much  lumber,  for  it  feemed  a 
maxim  with  him  to  reject  nothing. 

The  former  obfervations  are  in  a  great  meafure 
applicable  to  the  collection  by  Dr.  Harris,  Many 
of  the  articles  given  in  his  work  are  very  old, 
delivered  in  very  bad  language,  and  in  many  in- 
stances of  doubtful  authenticity.  Hence  this,  as 
well  as  the  two  former,  is  now  purchafed 
rather  from  motives  of  curiotity  than  pleafure, 
rather  by  the  antiquary  than  the  modern  reader. 
The  fuccefs  of  thefe  works  (for  with  all  their 
faults  they  were  found  to  be  ufeful,  and  confe- 
quently v/ere  well  received  by  the  public)  has 
produced  many  fmaller  abridgments,  which  have 
appeared  at  different  times  and  in  various  fizes. 
It  is  fcarce  neceffary  to  remark  on  thefe,  that 
they  are  but  little  known,  and  after  their  firft 
publication  little  called  for.  The  views  of  the 
publifhers  being  merely  lucrative,  they  have  been 
compiled  with  fo  little  judgment,   and  printed 
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with  fo  little  care,  that  they  may  juftly  be  con- 

fidered  and -ranked  among  the  number  of  thofe 
works  which  are  merely  calculated  to  pleafe  the 
vulgar.  Some  of  thefe  compilations  therefore, 
though  promifing  in  the  title  the  contents  of  a 
folio,  are  too  fmall  to  afford  much  entertainment 
to  the  difappointed  purcbafer. 

To  mix  profit  with  delight  fhould  be  the  aim 
of  all  writers,  and  the  bufinefs  of  every  book  :  and 
nothing  can  contribute  more  to  thefe  valuable 
ends  than  a  judicious  work  of  this  nature,  in  which 
we  can  travel  to  the  mod  diftant  corners  of  the 
world,  without  ftirring  from  our  clofets,  choofe 
the  moft  entertaining  route,  embark  with  the 
moft  agreeable  companions,  view  remote  cities 
and  their  governments,  extend  our  acquaintance 
through  all  the  nations  of  the  globe,  and  intereft 
ourfelves  in  a  fucceffion  of  incidents  and  adven-? 
tures,  that  at  once  improve  the  mind  and  delighf 
the  imagination, 

Thefe  purpofes,  we  apprehend,  have  not  been 
fully  aniwered  in  the  voluminous  collections 
which  have  hitherto  appeared  in  our  language  ; 
the  fize  and  price  of  a  folio  are  fuflicient  to  inti- 
midate an  ordinary  reader  from  purchafing  the 
work,  or  perufing  its  contents.  And  what  we 
ohferved  in  regard  to  travels  is  equally  ap- 
plicable to  the  numerous  accounts  of  voyages 
that  have  obtained  a  place  in  even  the  beffc 
compilations.  They  are  generally  fo  {luffed 
with  dry  defcriptions  of  bearings  and  diftances* 
tides  and  currents,  variations  of  the  compafs*. 
leeward,  wind  and  weather,  founding,  anchor- 
ing, and  other  terms  of  navigation,  that  none 
but  mere  pilots,  or  feafaring  people,    can  reacj. 
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them  without  difguft.  In  a  word,  they  are  filled 
with  fuch  remarks  as  may  be  very  ufeful  in  a 
fea-jou-rnal,  to  juitify  the  conduct  of  the  mariners 
to  their  owners,  but  which  in  a  general  view 
furniib  fe#  articles  of  ufeful  information  or  en- 
tertainmsni 

From  thefb  confiderations,  and  from  a  mature 
conviction  that  a  compilation  of  th?s  kind  might 
be  rendered  more  authentic  and  ufeful  than  any 
.hitherto  publiflied,  we  have  been  induced  to  of- 
fer a  New  Collection  of  Voyages  and  Travels  to 
the  public,  to  whofe  candor  the  principles  on 
which  the  prefent  undertaking  has  been  framed, 
are  here  fa  omitted.  Our  wifhes  were  to  prefent 
the  reader  with  an  account  of  the  Several  coun- 
tries of  the  world,  and  their  inhabitants ;  the 
natural  hiftory  of  each  kingdom,  and  of  the  ri- 
vers or  feas  which  divide  kingdoms  from  each 
other.  In  fhort,  to  give  fuch  a  description  of  the 
Globe  which  we  inhabit  as  at  once  might  be 
concife,  yet  comprehensive,  as  might  catch  the 
fancy  while  it  improved  the  understanding ;  and 
we  may  venture  to  fay,  that  he  who  has  made  a 
proper  ufe  of  this  work  will-fcarce  want  any 
other  affiffiance  to  complete  his  fkill  in  geography, 
as  far  at  leaft  as  it  is  unconnected  with  aftronomy 
or  mathematical  calculations. 

In  order  to  this,  great  care  was  to  be  taken  in 
the  feleding  of  proper  guides.  And  even  in 
fome  of  the  beft,  the  caution  was  to  be  ufed  of 
not  implicitly  following  them  into  error  or  ab~ 
furdities. 

In  the  arrangement  of  the  materials,  we  have 
brought  togethei  the  different  accounts  of. each 
country  into  onQ  view,  though  they  may  have 
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been  made  at  very  diftant  periods  -y  and  when 
there  was  an  opportunity  of  choice  among  writers 
on  the  fame  nation,  the  lateft  vifitors  have  ge- 
nerally been  preferred,  as  likely  to  give  the  leaft 
fallacious  information. 

This  collection  admitted  of  a  natural  divifion 
into  two  capital  parts,  namely,  thofe  who  vifited 
the  coafls  only,  and  of  thofe  who  travelled 
through  the  interior  countries.  In  the  Voyages, 
which  form  the  firft  part  of  this  work,  the  reader 
will  find  a  true  picture  of  naval  viciffitudes  and 
dangers.  The  courfes  purfued  by  veffels  from 
one  country  to  another,  their  fhipwrecks  and 
efcapes.  Here  will  be  found  defcriptions  of  the 
feveral  coafts,  bays,  rivers  and  harbours,  with 
fuch  accounts  of  the  inhabitants  as  a  curforv  ac- 
quaintance  could  fupply. 

The  latter  part  of  this  work  confifts  of  Travels 
only,  and   exhibits  the  interior  parts.     The  ac- 
counts of  thefe  contain  a  more  minute  detail  of 
the  natural  hiftory  of  each  country,  its  monu- 
ments of  antiquity,  its  government,  religion,  com- 
merce, manners,  and  fpirit   of  thinking.     The 
whole  given  not  with  the  dry  and  difgufting  pro- 
lixity of  a  geographer,  but  for  the  moil  part  in 
the  language  of  the  travellers  themfelves  •  a  lan- 
guage in  feme  inflances  rude  indeed,  but  ener- 
getic, expreffive  of  the  feelings  of  men  acquaint- 
ed with  fatigue   and  with  danger.     Nor  will  it 
be  one  of  the  fmalieft  advantages  of  this  work, 
that  we  have  fcarce  any  where  omitted  the  ha- 
zard, the    calamities,  the  hair-breadth   efcapes, 
which  thefe  bold  men  have  endured   and  fur- 
mounted.    Thefe  accounts  intereft  us  as  we  read  $, 
we   travel  on  with  the  pilgrim  j  fear   for   his 
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diflreffes,  and  exult  in  his  deliverance  and  fatif- 
fa&ion. 

From  this  method  it  is  hoped  that  we  have 
united  the  two  great  aims  of  every  writer,  in- 
struction and  amufement.  While  the  reader  is 
only  purfuing  his  entertainment,  he  will  here 
find  himfelf  deceived  into  fcience,  and  that  with 
as  great  certainty  as  if  he  had  fpent  his  time  in 
making  himfelf  matter  of  the  moft  voluminous 
fyftem  of  geography.  Here  will  be  found  what 
fuch  fcientific  works  offer,  but  without  their 
difgufting  drynefs.  A  conne&ed  fyftem  is  not 
therefore  to  be  expected  under  this  form;  but 
that  nothing  fhould  be  wanting  to  this  purpofe, 
the  whole  work  is  introduced  by  a  familiar  com- 
pendium of  geography,  as  it  is  neceffary  to  know 
fomething  of  the  ufual  divifions  of  the  Globe, 
its  circles  and  its  points,  before  we  enter  into 
its  more  minute  difcriminations. 

In  purfuance  of  this  plan,  the  firft  volume 
contains,  befides  the  compendium  of  geography 
above  mentioned,  the  firft  difcovery  of  America, 
by  Columbus,  beginning  with  him  as  his  voy- 
ages are  the  firft  in  order  of  time,  which  merit 
regard,  and  have  occafioned  alfo  fo  great  an  al- 
teration in  the  commercial  fyftem  of  Europe. 
This  difcovery  naturally  leads  us  to  confider  Spa- 
nifh  America,  and  to  give  an  account  of  the 
conqueft  of  Mexico  and  Peru  by  the  Spaniards, 
under  Pizarro  and  Cortez.  To  this  more  an- 
tient  ftate  of  thofe  countries,  we  have  added 
Ulioa's  moft  modern  account,  fo  that  we  fee 
with  precifion  what  alterations  thefe  extenfive 
countries  have  underwent  fince  they  came  under 
the  dominion  of  Spain.    The  volume  concludes 
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with  a  view  of  the  policy  which  regulates  the 
trade  between  Old  Spain  and  its  colonies ;  con- 
taining fome  curious  particulars  not  generally 
known. 

In  the  fecond  volume  we  give  in  NieuhofPs 
Voyage  to  the  Brazil,  an  account  of  the  Portu- 
guefe  fettlement  there,  enlarged  by  fome  further 
particulars  of  later  date.  Then  follows  a  memoir 
concerning  the  Jefuits  in  Paraguay,  and  directing 
our  courfe  northward,  we  clofe  what  relates  to 
the  Portuguefe  and  Spanifh  poffeffions  on  the 
continent  by  Wafer's  defcription  of  the  Ifthmus 
of  Darien.  Still  fleering  to  the  north,  the  Bri- 
tish dominions  in  that  country  claim  our  prin- 
cipal attention.  We  have  therefore,  from  the 
lateft  information,  given  a  connected  view  of  the 
Britifh  fettlements  from  Florida  to  Newfound- 
land ,  and  have  alfo  added  a  defcription  of  the 
American  Iflands,  to  whatever  nation  they  be- 
long, in  which  their  refpedUve  products  and 
articles  of  trade  have  been  efpecially  regarded. 
For  many  of  the  particulars  relating  to  the  In- 
dians and  inland  parts  of  this  exteniive  empire, 
we  are  obliged  to  major  Rogers,  col.  Bouquet, 
and  governor  Pownal ;  thefe  are  the  guides  we 
have  taken,  in  preference  to  the  French  defcrip- 
tions  of  thefe  countries,  which,  upon  many  ac- 
counts, are  more  liable  to  fufpicion.  If  we  have 
extended  a  little  in  this  part  of  the  work,  it  is 
hoped  that  the  intereft  every  Briton  has  in  the 
countries  defcribed  will  be  a  fufficient  apology. 
Nor  is  this  the  only  objection  we  have  to  fear  in 
this  part  of  the  work.  It  may  be  urged,  that 
as  the  continent  of  North  America  is  fo  very 
extenfive  backwards/ what  we  have  in  this  place 
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given  from  Wafer,  Rogers  and  Bouquet,  relat- 
ing to  the  interior  parts,  belong  rather  to  the 
department  of  travellers.  We  acknowlege  the 
objection,  and  only  have  to  anfvver,  that  we  have 
always  facrificed  method  to  perfpicuity,  and  in 
this  inftance  have  rather  given  the  whole  of  the 
accounts  of  the  new  world  under  one  view,  thari 
perplexed  the  reader  by  partial  and  feparate  in- 
formation. 

Having  thus,  as  far  as  our  defign  admitted, 
exhaufted  the  defcription  of  the  New  World, 
we  next  proceed  to  the  fir  ft  difcovery  of  the 
Eaft  Indies  by  the  Portuguefe,  and  in  an  intro- 
duction to  De  Gama's  Voyage,  have  traced  the 
feveral  progreffive  attempts  which  led  to  the 
doubling  the  Cape  of  Good -Hope.  After  De 
Gama's,  we  have,  as  a  curiofity,  given  the  firft 
voyage  to  thefe  parts,  undertaken  by  the  Englifli 
on  account  of  the  Eaft  India  company.  Then 
follows  a  Voyage  to  the  Cape  Verd  Iflands,  Kol- 
beir/s  accurate  account  of  the  Cape  of  Good- 
Hope,  and  NieuhofPs  Voyage  to  the  Eaft  Indies* 
•  m  which  is  introduced  a  faithful  narrative  of  the 
cruelties  praftifed  by  the  Dutch  on  the  Englifli 
at  Amboyna.  The  volume  clofes  with  a  fhort 
view  of  the  Englifli  fettlements  and  trade  in  thefe 
parts  of  the  world. 

Having  now  given  the  completed  accounts 
that  could  be  obtained  from  the  preceding  me- 
thod, of  the  weftern  and  eaftern  navigations ; 
the, third  volume  is  appropriated  to  the  circum- 
navigators of  the  Globe:  Men  whole  attempts 
were  great,  and  diftreffes  furprifing,  but  who, 
with  an  unfpeakable  fortitude,  furmounted  all, 
and  returned  to  enrich  their  native  country  by 
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their  wealth  and  their  difcoveries.  Of  thefe  we 
have  feledted  Drake,  Darnpier,  Woodes  Rogers, 
and  especially  Anfon  -,  fince  the  voyage  of  the 
latter,  whether  we  confider  the  authenticity  of 
his  matter,  or  the  elegant  manner  in  which  it  is 
related,  may  be  confidered  as  the  mod:  valuable 
publication  of  the  kind. 

With  the  circumnavigators,  we  clofe  the  firft 
divifion  of  this  collection,  which  conlifts  of  voy- 
ages: in  the  fourth,  fifth,  and  fixth  volumes,  we 
have  given  the  relations  of  the  mod  approved 
travellers  through  Europe,  Africa  and  Aria;  be- 
ginning at  the  north  of  Europe,  and  advancing 
Southward  and  eaftward,  as  far  as  their  journies 
could  be  extended  by  land.  Where  thefe  have 
been  tedious,  too  minute -or  difguftingly  dry,  we 
have  taken  the  liberty  to  retrench  them.  On 
the  contrary,  where  any  have  been  fuperflcial  or 
negligent,  we  have  taken  the  liberty  of  improving 
their  accounts  by  inferting  paffages  from  others. 
Thus,  Keyfler,  for  'in  fiance,  who  is  reckoned 
one  of  the  moft  faithful  defcribers  of  Europe,  is 
at  the  fame  time  fo  prolix,  that  we  have  in  many 
places  curtailed  his  too  minute  defcriptions  of  un- 
interefting  objeds,  which  has  afforded  an  oppor- 
tunity of  engrafting  in  proper  places,  from  later 
writers,  feme  of  the  moft  judicious  remarks  on 
the  living  manners  and  peculiarities  of  the  inha- 
bitants of  various  countries,  that  have  appeared 
in  any  language.  Wherever  we  have  availed 
purfelves  of  the  obfervations  of  thefe  writers,  the 
obligation  is  in  every  inftance  acknowleged. 

After  traverfing  fo  many  foreign  countries, 
it  would  be  an  unpardonable  omiiiioo  to  have 
overlooked  our   own,  and  like  fome  minifters, 
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too  much  employed  in  foreign  conquefts,  leave 
our  native  dominions  unregarded.  In  other 
countries  we  had,  perhaps,  fcenes  of  natural 
beauty,  luxuriant  foils,  and  happy  climates  to 
defcribe;  but  in  Britain  we  chiefly  confined  our- 
felves  to  what  makes  the  happinefs  of  the  people 
ftill  fuperior  to  that  derived  from  fuch  advan- 
tages, namely,  the  government  of  the  country, 
its  conftitution  and  excellent  laws.  It  is  thefe 
which  make  Great  Britain  the  delight,  the  envy 
and  the  miftrefs  of  the  world;  and  in  this  part  of 
our  undertaking,  it  would  be  ungenerous  not 
to  own  our  obligations  to  the  learned  Dr.  Blacks 
ftone,  whofe  commentary  on  the  laws  of  Eng-* 
land  affords  the  moft  accurate  and  clear  idea  of 
the  Britifh  conftitution;  and  in  fome  meafure 
does  what  had  been  defpaired  of  by  others, 
reconciles  law  and  philofophy. 

Having  defcribed  our  interior  government  and 
laws,  it  was  thought  a  neceffary  conclufion  to 
this  work  to  exhibit  a  (hort  hiftorical  view  of 
our  naval  tranfa&ions  from  the  time  when  our 
navy  became  refpe&able  by  the  defeat  of  the 
Spanish  Armada,  to  the  end  of  the  late  fuc- 
cefsful  war.  Nor  will  this  be  fo  foreign  from 
our  principal  defign,  as  may  appear  on  a  tran- 
fient  glance  :  for  in  this  we  (ball  fee  the  e£- 
feci:  of  wife  regulations  on  land  powerfully  ope- 
rating on  the  ocean,  we  (hall  fee  how  far  a  juft 
policy  at  home  is  capable  of  rendering  us  formi- 
dable in  every  part  abroad. 

This,  it  is  hoped,  will  fuffice  (nor  could  lefs 
have  been  fufficient)  to  give  the  reader  a  previous 
idea  of  the  nature  of  the  collection  here  put  into 
his  hands;  of  the  labour  this  work  hath  coft, 
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of  the  many  volumes  we  have  been  obliged  to 
wade    through,  and  which    were  to   be   read, 
though  they  were  at  length  to  be  reje&ed.     Men 
not  verfed  in  ftudies  of  this  kind  are  apt  to  over- 
look a  collector's  affiduity,  and  defpife  his  care; 
yet  it  is  neceflary,  both  for  the  improvement  and 
entertainment  of  mankind,  that  there  (hould  be 
fuch  writers,   men  of  ftudious   application  and 
humble  aims,  willing  to  promote  knowlege  with- 
out being  known,  and   to  fmooth  the   way  to 
vidtories  which  they  are  not  to  fhare.    The  pains 
we  have  been  at  is  unneceffary  to  be  infifted  on  ; 
the  expence  which  this  work  has  coft  is  obvious. 
It  was  our  defign  to  make  fuch  a  collection  as 
would  afford  at  once  the  utility  of  a  geographical 
fyftem,  and  the  amufement  of  itinerary  adven- 
tures :    to  offef  nothing  of  our  own  but   what 
was   neceffary  to  conned:  the  materials,  and  to 
give  nothing  from  any  other  but  what  might  be 
depended  upon  as  true.     While  there  are  readers 
willing  to  acquire  knowlege  without  pain,   and 
entertainment  without   interruption,  a  work  of 
this  kind  muft  be  ufeful.    And  this  we  may  ven- 
ture to  fay,   that  we  undertook  the  tafk  not  be- 
caufe  we  thought  that  the  work  was  likely  to  fc\l$ 
but  becaufe  we  knew  it  was  wanting. 
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A     SHORT 

INTRODUCTION 

T  O    A 
GENERAL  KNOWLEGE  of  the  EARTH, 
AND    THE 

FIRST  PRINCIPLES  of  GEOGRAPHY, 


BEFORE  we  defcetid  to  the  doctrine  of  the 
Earth  and  its  affe&ions,  it  will  not  be  imper- 
,  tinent  to  premife  a  fummary  view  of  the  So- 
lar fyftem  of  which  it  is  a  part :  as  the  feveral  par- 
ticulars comprehended  under  the  term  Geography, 
cannot  be  adequately  underftood,  without  attending 
to  the  confideration  of  the  Earth  as  a  planet  •,  which 
will  account  for  feveral  principles  that  muft  rife  be 
received  implicitly,  without  undefftanding  the  caufes 
from  which  they  are  to  be  deduced. 

The  moft  confpicuous  celeftial  object  which  at- 
tracts our  notice,  is  that  glorious  luminary  the  Sun ; 
the  parent  of  light  and  heat  to  thofe  feveral  bodies 
which  moving  round  it  in  regular  orbits  *  and  {rated 
periods,  from  weft  to  eaft,  conititute  that  family  of 
Planets  denominated  the  Solar  fyftem. 

*  By  the  orbit  of  a  planet  is'  to  be  underftood  that  path  it  de- 
fcribes  in  fpace  round  the  Sun  ;  whofe  attraction  combining  with 
the  planet's  projectile  force,  (which  tends  to  carry  it  forward  in.  a 
direct  line)  retains  and„caufes  it  to  regard  the  Sun  as  a  centre,  re- 
volving continually  round,  without  ever  deviating  from  its  regular 
courfe. 
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time  of  its  diurnal  revolution  round  its  own  a'xisV 
The  diameter  of  the  earth  is  7970  miles;  and  by 
turning  round  its  axis  every  24  hours  from  weft  to 
eaft,  it  caufes,  to  its  inhabitants,  who  conceive  it  to 
be  at  reft,  an  apparent  motion  of  all  heavenly  bo- 
dies from  eaft  to  weft  in  the  fame  time  :  a  deception 
which  all  the  penetration  of  many  of  the  antient  phi- 
lofophers,  could  not  enable  them  to  correct ;  and 
which  affords  a  ftriking  inftance  of  the  danger  of 
trufting  wholly  to  appearances,  and  the  evidence  of 
our  fenfes.  By  its  diurnal  rotation,  the  inhabitants 
of  the  equatorial  parts,  are  rapidly  carried  1042  miles 
every  hour,  while  the  Earth  itfelf  proceeds  at  the 
rate  of  58  thoufand  miles,  in  the  fame  fpace  of  time, 
on  its  annual  paflage  round  the  Sun  !  This  amazing 
motion,  though  120  times  fwifter  than  that  of  a  can- 
non ball,  is  yet  but  little  more  than  half  the  fwift- 
nefs  of  Mercury  !  And  however  this  may  ftagger 
the  belief  of  perfons  not  ufed  to  fuch  contempla- 
tions •,  if  the  Earth  were  fuppofed  to  be  fixed,  and  all 
the  heavenly  bodies  to  move  round  it,  as  they  feem 
to  do,  principles  muft  be  admitted  infinitely  more 
mocking  to  probability  in  every  point  of  view. 

The  Earth  is  accommodated  with  an  attendant 
planet  or  fatellite  called  the  Moon ;  which  regards 
the  Earth  as  a  primary,  moving  round  it,  as  the  Earth 
moves  round  the  Sun.  Like  the  Earth,  the  Moon 
is  a  dark  globe,  mining  only  by  refiedting  the  light 
of  the  Sun:  its  diameter  is  2i£o  miles,  and  its  dif- 
tance  from  the  centre  of  the  Earth  240  thoufand 
miles;  revolving  round  it  in  27  days  7  hours  43 
minutes.  When  the  Moon  is  between  us  and  the  Sun, 
(he  difappears,  as  her  dark  fide  is  then  turned  toward 
us  ;  as  fhe  proceeds  onward,  we  begin  to  fee  her 
enlightened  fide,  which  we  call  the  new  Moon,  this 
increafes  to  our  view  as  fiie  advances,  until  (be- 
comes to  be  oppofite  to  the  Sun  -,  when  her  whole 
enlightened  face  being  turned  toward  the  Earth,  (he 

appears 
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appears  with  a  round  illumined  orb,  which  we  term 
the  full  Moon.  From  the  full,  fhe  feetns  to  decreafe 
Gradually  through  the  other  half  of  her  eourfe,  un- 
til her  next  conjunction  with  the  Sun,  when  me  dif- 
appears  as  before.  The  Moon  turns  round  her  axis 
in  the  fame  time  exactly  as  fhe  revolves  round  the 
Earth  ;  which  is  the  reafon  that  the  fame  fide  of  her 
is  always  toward  us ;  and  that  her  day  and  night 
taken  together,  are  as  long  as  our  lunar  month. 

To  inhabitants  of  the  Moon  the  Earth  muft  appear 
the  biggeft  body  in  the  Univerfe,  ferving  it  in  the 
capacity  of  a  Moon,  thirteen  times  as  large  as  that 
appears  to  us.  The  Earth  mud  wax  and  wane  re- 
gularly to  her :  when  fhe  changes  to  us,  the  Earth 
will  appear  full  to  her  ^  and  when  fhe  is  in  her  firft 
quarter  to  us,  the  Earth  is  in  its  third  quarter  to  her  -, 
and  fo  vice  verfa. 

All  dark  bodies  expofed  to  the  light  of  the  Sun, 
call  a  fhadow  behind  them  ;  which  is  nothing  but  a 
privation  of  light  in  the  fpace  oppofite  to  the  Sun,  by 
the  rays  being  intercepted  by  the  opaque  body  :  and 
the  Earth  and  Moon  being  both  opaque  bodies,  which 
derive  all  their  light  from  the  Sun  ;  when  either  of 
them  interpofes,  the  other  will  in  fome  meafure  be 
obfcured.  '  Thus,  a  folar  eclipfe  is  occafioned  by  the 
interpofition  of  the  Moon  betwixt  the  Sun  and  the 
Earth  •,  and  a  lunar  eclipfe,  by  that  of  the  Earth  be- 
twixt the  Sun  and  the  Moon.  Such  is  the  bulk  of  the 
Sun,  and  the  diftances  of  the  feveral  planets,  that  the 
primary  planets  can  never  eclipfe  each  other  :  a  pri- 
mary planet  can  only  eclipfe  its  fecondary,  or  be 
eclipfed  by  it ;  and  then  only  when  in  oppomion  to, 
or  conjunction  with,  the  Sun. 

The  Moon  being  lefs  than  the  Earth,  her  fhadow 
can  never  cover  the  whole  globe,  but  only  a  part ; 
8.nd  a  total  darknefs  happens  only  to  thofe  inhabitants 
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included  within  the  fhadow  i  the  circumjacent  parts 
within  the  penumbra  or  partial  fhadow,  will  receive 
different  degrees  of  illumination,  according  to  the 
diftanc.e  from  the  centre  of  the  real  fhadow.  Beyond 
the  limits  of  this  penumbra,  the  Sun's  face  appears 
entire,  and  no  eclipfe  is  perceived. 

As  it  is  evident  there  can  be  no  eclipfe  of  the  Sun, 
but  when  the  Moon  is  in  the  change*  fo  there  can  be 
no  eclipfe  of  the  Moon  but  at  the  time  of  the  full : 
and  fince  there  is  a  new  and  full  Moon  every  month, 
it  may  be  proper  to  point  out  the  region  why  there  is 
not  an  eclipfe  at  thofe  times  in  every  month  alfo. 

Did  the  orbit  of  the  Moon  coincide  with  the  plane 
of  the  Earth's  orbit,  there  would  be  a  total,  eclipfe 
of  the  Moon  at  every  full,  and  a  central  eclipfe  of 
the  Sun  at  every  change.  But  their  orbits  being  placed 
obliquely,  interfect  each  other  in  two  points  called 
nodes,  where  the  Moon's  orbit  is  found  to  make  an 
angle  of  about  five  degrees  with  the  ecliptic.  The 
Moon,  therefore,  may  be  in  fuch  a  pofition  from  the 
nodes,  as  to  pafs  the  oppofition  or  conjunction  either 
too  high  or  too  low  to  enter  the  fhadow  of  the  Earth, 
or  to  have  her  fhadow  or  penumbra  fall  upon  the 
Earth.  Hence  it  is,  that  every  new  and  full  Moon 
do  not  neceffarily  occafion  an  eclipfe  :  and  it  will  far- 
ther appear,  that  no  eclipfe  can  happen  but  when  the 
Moon  is  near  one  of  her  nodes  \  when  her  diftance 
from  it  will  determine  the  quantity  of  the  eclipfe. 
Both  kind  of  eclipfes,  may  be  either  total,  partial,  or 
central. 

The  planet  Mars  is  the  next  in  order,  beyond  the 
orbit  of  the  Earth.  His  didance  from  the  Sun  is 
computed  to  be  near  145  millions  of  miles,  and  he 
goes  round  it  in  686  of  our  days  and  23  hours  *,  which 
is  therefore  the  length  of  his  year :  the  time  of  his 
rnal  revolution  exceeds  ours  by  40  minutes.     His 
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diameter  is  4444  miles ;  the  Sun  appears  but  half  fo 
large  to  him  as  to  us ;  and  his  proportion  of  light 
and  heat  but  half  of  what  we  receive.  This  planet 
being  but  a  fifth  part  fo  large  as  the  Earth,  if  he  is 
attended  by  any  moon,  it  muft  be  very  fmall ;  and 
no  one  has  yet  been  difcovered  by  our  beft  tele- 
fcopes. 

Jupiter,  the  largefl  of  all  the  planets,  is -ftill  higher 
in  the  fyftem  ;  being  about  493  millions  of  miles  from 
the  Sun.  He  is  above  1000  times  as  large  as  our 
Earth,  his  diameter  being  8 1  thoufand  miles :  he 
accomplifhes  his  annual  period  in  1 1  of  our  years, 
314  days,  and  12  hours  ;  and  turns  round  his  axis  in 
9  hours  56  minutes.  Jupiter  is  fometimes  feen  to  be 
furrounded  with  fome  faint  appearances  which  are 
called  belts  ;  but  fo  many  changes  are  obfervable  in 
them,  fometimes  vanifhing  entirely,  that  nothing  can 
fee  determined  of  them. 

To  Jupiter  the  Sun  appears  but  -JT  part  fo  large 
as  he  does  to  us  ;  and  mull:  communicate  light  and 
heat  in  proportion.  But  this  deficiency  is  compen- 
fated  by  the  quick  fuccefllon  of  his  days ;  and  by  four 
moons,  fome  larger  and  fome  lefs  than  our  Earth, 
which  revolve  about  him  :  fo  that  there  is  no  pare  of 
this  large  planet,  but  what  is  enlightened  by  one  or 
more  of  them,  during  the  night  feaibn.  The  iirfi 
moon,  or  that  nearer!  him,  goes  round  him  in  1  day, 
28  hours,  36  minutes  of  our  time,  at  the  diitance  of 
229  thoufand  miles  from  his  centre  ;  thefecond,  per- 
forms his  revolution  in  3  days,  (3  hours,  15  minutes, 
at  364  thoufand  miles  diftance.;  the  third,  in  7  days, 
3  hours,  59  minutes,  at  the  diftance  of  580  thoufand 
miles;  and  the  fourth  or  outer  moil,  in  16  days,  18 
hours,  30  minutes,  at  one  million  of  miles  diftance 
from  his  centre.  The  three  nearer!  of  his  moons 
pafs  through  his  fhadow  and  are  eclipfed  in  every  re- 
solution -?  but  the  orbit  of  his  fourth  moon  is  fo  much 
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inclined,  that  it  paiTes  its  oppofition  to  Jupiter  with-? 
out  falling  into  his  fhadow,  two  years  in  every  fix. 
By  thefe  eclipfes  aftronomers  have  not  only  difcoverecj 
that  the  Sun's  light  is  eight  minutes  of  time  in 
coming  to  us  •,  but  they  can  alfo  determine  the 
longitude  of  places  on  this  Earth,  with  greater 
facility  and  certainty,  than  by  any  other  method  yet 
known. 

Saturn,  the  moil  remote  of  all  the  planets,  is  about 
904  millions  of  miles  from  the  Sun  :  his  diameter  is 
6y  thoufand  miles ;  he  is  therefore  near  600  times 
the  fize  of  our  Earth.  He  performs  his  annual  cir- 
cuit in  29  of  our  years,  167  days,  5  hours-,  but  not 
having  any  fpots  on  his  body  which  are  viftble  to  us 
at  this  diftance,  the  pofition  of  his  axis,  the  time  of 
his  turning  round  it,  and  the  length  of  his  day  and 
night,  are  of  confequence  unknown  to  us.  To  Sa- 
turn the  Sun  appears  only  -^  part  fo  large  as  he  is 
feen  by  us  •,  to  which  his  light  and  heat  bear  pro- 
portion ;  but  then  he  is  attended  with  five  moons, 
the  periods  and  diftances  of  which  are  as  follows. 
The  firft  or  nearer]:  moon  goes  round  him  in  1  day, 

21  hours,  19  minutes,  at  the  diftance  of  140  thou- 
fand miles  from  his  centre  ;  the  fecond,  in  2  days, 
j 7  hours,  40  minutes,  at  187  thoufand  miles  dif- 
tance •,  the  third,  in  4  days,  12  hours,  25  minutes,  at 
263  thoufand  miles  diftance;  the  fourth,  in  15  days* 

22  hours,  41  minutes,  at  600  thoufand  miles  dif- 
tance ;  and  the  fifth  or  outermoft,  in  79  days,  7 
hours,  48  minutes,  at  1  million  Soo  thoufand  miles 
diftance. 

Befide  thefe  five  moons,  Saturn  is  accommodated 
with  a  lingular  phenomenon,  being  furrounded  by  a 
broad  thin  illumined  ring,  at  about  21  thoufand 
miles  diftance  ♦,  and  being  alfo  about  the  fame 
breadth.  One  half  of  this  ring  is  enlightened  by  the 
Sun  for  near  15  of  our  years  together,  that  is,  for  one 
7  half 
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half  of  Saturn's  folar  revolution  •,  for  fo  long  time 
therefore  will  this  ring  be  vifible  and  invifible  alter- 
nately :  but  fhould  the  axis  of  the  planet  be  inclined 
to  the  ring,  it  would  appear  and  disappear  once  every 
of  their  natural  days,  to  the  inhabitants,  for  a  diftance 
on  each  fide  of  Saturn's  equinoctial,  equal  to  the  fup- 
pofed  inclination.  Many  other  cafes  might  be  ftated 
from  different  fuppofitions ;  which,  though  they  would 
prove  entertaining  to  fpeculative  readers,  our  limits 
^ill  not  allow  us  to  dwell  upon. 
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We  have  now  gone  through  a  general  account  of 
rhe  regular  bodies  which  compofe  the  folar  fyftem, 
But  thefe  are  not  all  which  belong  to  it ;  for  we  are 
ibmetimes  vifited  by  erratic  bodies  called  Comets. 
Thefe  move  in  very  eccentric  ellipfes,  and  return  at 
very  different  periods ;  three  of  which  being  calcu- 
lated are  found  to  return  at  intervals  of  75,  129,  and 
575  yeafs-  This  lad  Comet,  at  its  fartheft  recefs, 
mult  be  about  1 1  thoufand  200  millions  of  miles 
from  the  Sun  :  while  its  leaft  diftance  from  the 
centre  of  the  Sun  is  but  490  thoufand  miles  ;  within 
lefs  than  4  part  of  the  Sun's  femicliameter  from  his 
furface.  At  this  part  of  its  orbit,  in  going  round  the 
Sun,  its  fwiftnefs  is  found  to  be  that  of  S80  thoufand 
miles  in  an  hour  !  The  aftoniming  length  which  this 
Comet  flies  to  in  the  univerfal  fpace,  naturally  fuggefts 
to  our  imagination  the  vail  diftance  betwixt  our  Sun 
and  the  neareft  of  the  fixed  ftars  !  whofe  attraction 
the  Comets  cannot  reach,  to  return  periodically  to  the 
Sun  :  and  hints  to  us  that  thofe  fears  mining  by  their 
own  luftre,  are  alfo  Suns  each  ftrrounded  with  its  fe- 
veral  fyftem  of  planets,  all  reduced  to  one  point  of  vi- 
fion,  by  their  aftonifhing  diftance. 

The  near  approach  forne  of  thefe  Comets  make  to 
the  Sun  is  fuch,  as  would  vitrify  any  known  fubftance : 
the  heat  which  that  of  the  year  1680  thus  acquired, 
was  calculated  by  Sir  Ifaac  Newton  to  exceed  by  2000 
times,  that  of  red  hot  iron ;  and  that  being  thus 
heated,  it  would  retain  its  heat  during  its  revolution 
until  it  returned  to  the  Sun,-  were  it  20  thoufand  years 
inftead  of  575.  It  is  believed  that  there  are  at  leaft 
2 1  comets  belonging  to  our  fyftem,  moving  in  all 
directions. 

The  Comets  appear  with  long  tranfparent  trains  or 
tails  extending  from  that  fide  which  is  oppofite  the 
Sun  3  the  nature  of  which  has  afforded  much  room 
for  conjecture  and  controveriy.     But  from  the  cir- 

cumftance 
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cumftance  of  their  conftant  oppofition  to  the  Sun,  it 
is  not  improbable  that  they  may  be  their  feveral  lucid 
atmofpheres,  which  though  loft  in  the  rays  of  the 
Sun  on  their  enlightened  fides,  may  neverthelefs  be 
vifible  in  their  fhadows. 

That  the  univerfal  fpace  in  which  the  celeflial 
bodies  move,  is  a  vacuum,  feems  moft  reconcilable 
to  phenomena,  and  to  reafon  ;  whatever  the  Carte- 
fians  and  others  may  oppofe  to  the  contrary.  We 
find  all  mediums  that  we  are  acquainted  with,  to  re- 
tard the  motion  7of  bodies,  in  proportion  to  the  den- 
fity  of  fuch  medium  :  as  the  planets  therefore  proceed 
with  fuch  uniform  motions,  it  argues,  that  the  fpace 
in  which  they  move  muft  be  void  of  all  fenfible  re~ 
fiftance,  and  confequently  of  all  fenfible  matter  j  ex- 
cept perhaps,  as  Sir  Ifaac  Newton  fuppofes,  fome  few 
and  much  rarified  effluvia  of  the  planets  and  comets, 
and  the  paffing  rays  of  light. 

This  is  farther  corroborated  by  confidering  the 
azure  colour  of  the  fky  -,  which  admits  of  being  more 
rationally  accounted  for  on  the  principle  of  a  vacuum, 
than  upon  any  other  principle.  Where  there  is  no 
matter  to  reflect  the  rays  of  light,  (whatever  thofe 
rays  may  by  hypothefes  be  fuppofed  to  be),  they  will 
pafs  through  fuch  place,  and  leave  it  totally  dark  :  now 
if  the  univerfal  fpace  be  fuppofed  to  be  totally  dark  ; 
fuch  darknefs,  feen  through  the  enlightened  atmo- 
fphere  which  furrounds  the  Earth,  will  neceffarily  be 
foftened  into  an  azure  blue :  and  this  we  experience 
to  be  the  colour  of  the  fky ;  with  this  farther  evidence 
in  favour  of  the  pofition,  that  the  darker  and  clearer 
the  air  is,  in  the  night  feafon,  the  Sun  and  Moon 
being  abfent ;  of  the  deeper  colour  do  we  find  the  Iky- 
to  appear. 

The  planetary  motions  admit  of  being  phyfically 
accounted  for  from  the  known  lawvs  of  motion.   Thus 

mathe- 
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mathematicians  and  aftronomers  fay,  that  from  the 
uniform  projectile  motion  of  bodies  in  ftraight  lines,  and 
the  power  of  attraction,  which  draws  them  off  from 
their  rectilineal  courfes,  the  curvilineal  motions  of  all 
the  planets  arife.  If  a  body  which  we  will  call  A^  be 
projected  along  a  right  line,  in  open  fpace  where  it 
meets  with  no  refiftance,  and  without  being  in- 
fluenced by  any  other  power ,  it  will  proceed  for  ever 
in  the  fame  direction,  and  with  the  fame  velocity. 
For  the  force  with  which  it  moves  any  given  diftance, 
in  any  given  time,  will  carry  it  as  much  farther,  in  as 
much  more  time.  But  if,  when  its  projectile  force 
has  carried  it  fome  way*  a  fbperior  body,  as  Z?,  mould 
begin  to  attract  it,  with  a  power  duly  adjufted,  and 
perpendicular  to  its  direction  ,  it  is  demonftrable  from 
the  laws  of  the  compofition  of  forces,  that  the  fmaller 
body  A  would  be  drawn  from  its  ftraight  line,  and  re- 
volve about  the  attracting  body  B :  and  if  at  any  part 
of  its  orbit,  a  third  body  yet  fmaller,  as  C,  mould 
come  within  the  fphere  of  the  attraction  of  the  re- 
volving body  Ay  with  a  projectile  direction  perpend^ 
cular  to  the  attraction  3  this  third  body  would  be 
drawn  into  an  orbicular  motion  round  yf,  and  will 
attend  it  in  its  courfe  round  the  larger!  body  B. 
Here  the  bodies  A,  B  and  C,  are  put  in  the  circum- 
ftances  of  the  Earth,  Sun,  and  Moon, 

By  laws  which  it  is  not  incumbent  an  us  to  enter 
into,  it  is  found  that  bodies  moving  in  fpace  void  of 
refiftance,  revolve  in  all  kind  of  eilipfes,  long  and 
fhort,  according  to  the  proportion  the  projectile  force 
and  gravitating  power  bear  to  each  other :  a  very  nice 
balance  between  them  being  requifite  to  produce  a 
circular  orbit.  Thofe  planets  which  move  in  long 
eilipfes,  have  their  projectile  force  greatly  fpent  in 
the  higher  parts  of  their  orbits ;  and  their  velocities 
in  returning  toward  the  Sun,  prodigioufly  increafed 
by  his  attraction.  Here  then  their  centrifugal  forces 
are  fo  great,  as  to  overcome  the  Sun's  attraction,  and 

to 


i4  INTRODUCTION. 

to  caufe  them  to  afcend  again  toward  the  higher  parts 
of  their  orbits :  during  which  time,  the  Sun's  attrac- 
tion acting  contrary  to  their  motion,  caufes  them 
to  proceed  flower  and  flower,  until  by  the  diminution 
of  their  projectile  forces,  they  are  brought  back  again 
by  the  Sun's  attraction  as  before. 

"Without  entering  into  hypothetical  reafoning  on 
the  inexplicable  nature  of  gravity  -,  it  is  evident  that 
in  whatever  that  power  may  confift,  it  acts  every  mo- 
ment of  time  :  for  fhould  its  action  ceafe,  the  pro- 
jectile force  would  inftantly  carry  off  the  planets  in 
tangents  from  thofe  parts  of  their  orbits  where  they 
were  freed  from  the  refcraint  of  gravity.  But  being 
once  put  in  motion,  there  is  no  occafion  for  any  new 
projectile  impulfe,  unlefs  they  met  with  refiftance  in 
their  orbits  ;  or  were  too  much  difturbed  by  their 
mutual  attractions. 

Were  there  no  reciprocal  action  upon  each  other 
among  the  planets,  the  areas  defcribed  by  them, 
would  be  exactly  proportionate  to  the  times  in  which 
they  were  defcribed.  But  obfervation  has  taught  us, 
that  fuch  proportion  is  not  exactly  maintained  ;  and 
that  the  greatefl  deviations  from  it  are,  when  the 
greater!  number  of  planets  are  in  any  particular  quar- 
ter of  the  fyflem.  Whenever  two  planets  happen  to 
be  in  conjunction,  their  mutual  attractions,  which 
tend  to  draw  them  nearer  to  each  other,  withdraws 
the  inferior  fomewhat  from  the  Sun,  and  caufes  the 
fuperior  to  advance  a  little  toward  him  ;  by  which 
means  the  figures  of  their  orbits  fuffer  fome  altera- 
tion: and  this  alteration,  though  too  inconsiderable 
to  affect  them  fenfibly  in  feveral  ages  ;  affords  room 
for  fome  philofophical  conjectures  againfl  the  eternal 
duration  of  our  world  and  fyflem. 

Having  travelled  fo  far  and  fo  long  in  the  bound- 

lefs  expanfe,  our  aftonifhment  will  by  this  time  na- 
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turally  make  us  fhrink  back,  and  be  glad  to  return 
Home  to  our  own  planet  the  Earth. 

In  our  approach  toward  the  Earth,  we  mall  find 
it  neceiiary  to  obferve,  that  though  the  univerfal 
fpace  in  which  the  planetary  motions  are  performed, 
is  void  of  all  matter ;  yet  for  the  great  purpofes  of 
vegetation,  and  animal  life,  the  Earth  (and  it  is  to 
be  fuppofed  all  other  of  the  planetary  bodies  like- 
wife)  is  furrounded  to  a  considerable  height,  with  a 
thin  fluid  elaftic  medium,  called  air.  This  aerial 
ocean  named  the  atmofphere,  gravitates  toward  the 
centre  of  the  Earth,  in  common  with  all  other  mat- 
ter ;  and  is  therefore  carried  along  with  it  on  its  fur- 
face,  partaking  both  of  its  annual  and  diurnal  mo- 
tions :  from  whence  it  is  that  we  are  infenfible  of  ei- 
ther of  thole  motions,  though  fo  exceffively  rapid. 

It  appears  from  agronomical  obfervations,  of  the 
duration  of  twilight,  and  of  the  magnitude  of  the  ter- 
reilrial  fhadow  in  lunar  eclipfes,  that  the  effect  of  the 
atmofphere  in  refie&ing  and  intercepting  the  light  of 
the  Sun,  is  fenfibie  to  the  altitude  of  between  40  and 
50  miles.  We  may  be  certain  then  that  the  atmo- 
fphere reaches  that  height  $  znd  at  that  elevation  the 
air  is  about  10  thoufand  times  more  rare  or  thin  than 
at  the  furface  of  the  Earth,'"  Kow  much  higher  it 
may  extend,  and  what  farther  rarirication  it  may  ad- 
mit of,  we  are  totally  ignorant. 

It  is  one  of  the  great  difcoveries  of  modern  philo- 
fophers,  that  the  feveral  phenomena  attributed  by 
the  ancients  to  a  fuga  vacui,  are  really  owing  to  the 
weight  and  prefTure  of  the  air. 

Air  is  one  of  the  mod  considerable  agents  in  na- 
ture ;  being  concerned,  as  before  intimated,  in  the 
dirTufion  of  light,  in  the  production  of  vegetables, 
and  in  the*  maintaining  animal  life.     Its  properties 

and 
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and  effects  including  great  part  of  the  refearches  of 
modern  philofophers  have,  as  far  as  difcovered,  been 
reduced  to  precife  laws  and  demonflrations ;  and  com- 
pofe  a  branch  of  philofophy  and  mathematics,  called 
pneumatics. 

The  axis  of  the  Earth,  as  has  been  already  ob- 
ferved,  is  an  imaginary  line,  on  which,  as  a  fpindle, 
the  whole  mafs  turns  round  :  correfponding  to  which, 
aftronomers  and  geographers  have  denominated  that 
line  or  circumference  of  the  globe  which  is  equi- 
diftant  from  the  two  poles  of  its  axis,  and  which  di- 
vides the  globe  into  two  hemifpheres;  the  equinoc- 
tial line,  or  the  equator  :  under  which  line,  the  day 
and  night  are  equal  in  length  throughout  the  year. 
Was  the  axis  of  the  Earth  perpendicular  to  the  plane 
of  its  orbit,  fo  that  the  equinoctial  circle  coincided 
with  that  plane ;  or  in  other  words,  was  the  Sun  al- 
ways vertical  over  that  track  of  our  Earth  ;  in  that 
cafe,  there  would  be  no  diverfity  of  feafons;  but 
every  part  would  unalterably  enjoy  that  degree  of  the 
Sun's  influence,  which  by  the  figure  of  the  Earth 
diftinguifhes  their  refpe&ive  climates.  But  the  fact 
is  otherwife  ♦,  and  the  axis  of  the  Earth  is  inclined  to 
the  plane  of  its  orbit  in  an  angle  of  66°  31' :  whence 
it  happens  that  the  plane  of  the  equator  cuts  the  plane 
of  the  Earth's  orbit,  in  an  angle  of  23?  29/.  The 
Sun  by  this  means  is  fuccefTively  twice  in  every  year 
vertical  over  an  extent  of  about  470  in  the  middle  re- 
gion between  the  two  poles  ;  defcribing  a  kind  of 
fpiral  courfe  from  its  fartheft  declination  on  one  fide 
the  equinoctial,  to  an  equal  diftance  on  the  other 
fide.  It  is  this  inclination  of  the  plane  of  the  equator 
to  that  of  the  annual  orbit  of  the  Earth,  which  oc- 
cafions  the  variation  of  feafons,  and  the  different 
lengths  of  day  and  night ;  which  every  country  ex- 
periences in  the  courfe  of  a  year :  and  has  given  rife 
to  the  invention  of  a  number  of  arbitrary  fuppofed 
circles  on  the  globe,  to  enable  mankind  to  treat  of 
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ihefe  matters  with  precifion  and  facility  ;  an  expla- 
nation of  which  is  fubjoined,  as  they  are  reprefented 
on  the  armillary  fphere. 

The  Armillary,  or  Artificial  Sphere,  is  an  inftru- 
inent  reprelenting  the  feveral  circles  of  the  fphere  in 
their  natural  order  ;  ferving  to  give  an  idea  of  the 
nature  and  pofition  of  them,  relatively  to  each  other ; 
and  to  refolve  and  illuflrate  various  problems  con- 
cerning the  Earth.  It  is  called  armillary  fphere,  as 
confiding  of  a  number  of  rings  of  brafs  or  other 
metal,  in  allufion  to  the  ancient  armlllae^  which  were 
rings  or  bracelets  for  the  arms. 

Before  we  enter  upon  the  confideration  of  circles, 
it  is  to  be  premifed  that  all  circles  are  commenfurable 
with  each  other ;  and  are  divided  into  360  parts,  in 
reference  to  the  circumference  of  the  Earth  at  the 
equator;  which  is  360  degrees;  each  degree  being 
fubdivided  into  60  miles  or  minutes. 

A  great  circle  of  the  fphere,  is  one  whole  circum- 
ference is  equal  to  that  of  the  fphere,  and  whole 
diameter  and  centre  are  the  fame  with  thofe  of  the 
Iphere* 

The  tw*o  extremities  of  the  Earth's  axis  are  called 
its  poles ;  one  of  which  is  known  by  the  name  of  the 
{irElic^  or  north  pole,  and  the  other  by  that  of  the  ant-i 
ar5iic>  or  fouth  pole. 

The  EquinoElml  circk,  or  Equator,  as  nas  been  be- 
fore defcribed,  is  a  great  circle,  in  the  plane  df 
which  the  Earth  performs  its  diurnal  rotation  :  it  is 
equidiftant  between  the  poles  of  its  axis,  and  divides 
die  globe  into  two  equal  hemifpheres,  the  northern 
and  the  fouthern.  When  the  Sun  arrives  at  this 
circle,  day  and  night  are  every  where  equal  -,  from 
whence  it  has  its  name. 

Vol.  L  C  The 
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The  Ecliptic  is  a  great  circle  cutting  the  equator  in 
an  angle  of  230  29';  and  is  that  circle  which  is  in  the 
plane  of  the  Earth's  annual  orbit,  and  which  has  this 
obliquity  with  its  diurnal  motion  :  it  therefore  de- 
fcribes  the  direction  of  the  Earth's  annual  courfe. 

The  Polar  circles  are  two  lefTer  circles  which  the  poles 
of  the  ecliptic  defcribe  round  the  poles  of  the  equator. 
Their  diftance  from  the  poles  of  the  equator  are 
therefore  anfwerable  to  the  obliquity  of  the  ecliptic. 

In  agronomical  considerations,  as  the  feveral  planets 
do  not  move  round  the  Sun  in  the  fame  plane  with 
the  Earth,  though  their  deviations  are  not  confider- 
able  •,  by  extending  the  ecliptic  8°  en  either  fide, 
making  it  1 6°  broad;  under  which  extenfion  it  is 
denominated  the  Zodiac  -,  it  then  includes  all  the  pla- 
netary orbits.  The  Zodiac  was  by  the  ancients  di- 
vided, beginning  at  the  equinoctial  points,  into  12 
equal  portions  called  figns,  from  the  names  of  the 
conftellations  of  fixed  ftars,  which  at  the  time  of  di- 
viding it,  were  included  in  the  parts  afligned  to  them. 
The  names  and  characters  of  thefe  figns  are  as  fol- 
low. 

Aries      T  Leo  &l  Sagittarius  / 

Taurus    s  Virgo  v%  Capricornus  fcP 

Gemini  II  Libra  £?  Aquarius  ^ 

Cancer  03  Scorpio  «l  Pifces  X 

The  knowledge  of  thefe  figns  is  necefTary,  as  the 
feveral  feafons  are  frequently  exprefTed  by  mentioning 
the  Sun's  place  in  them. 


The  vernal  or  fpring  figns,  are  Aries,  Taurus,  Ge- 
mini -, 

The  aeftival  or  fummer  figns,   are  Cancer,  Leo, 
Virgo  5 

The 
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The  autumnal  figns,  are  Libra,  Scorpio,  Sagit- 
tarius ; 

The  brumal  or  winter  figns,  are  Capricornus,' 
Aquarius,-  Pifces. 

The  vernal  and  fummer  figns  are  called  northern 
Figns  ;  as  being  on  the  northern  fide  of  the  equator : 
and  the  autumnal  and  brumal  figns  are  called  fouthern 
figns,  from  a  like  reafon. 

The  Tropics  may  be  defined  two  leffer  circles  of  the 
globe,  parallel  to  the  equator,  on  either  fide,  mark- 
ing the  greater!  recefs  of  the  Sun  from  the  equator 
toward  each  pole  ;  or  mewing  the  greatefl  northern 
and  fouthern  declination  of  the  Sun,  or  obliquity  of 
the  ecliptic. 

Of  the  Tropics,  that  drawn  through  the  begin- 
ning of  Cancer,  is  called  the  Tropic  of  Cancer  y  and 
the  other  through  the  beginning  of  Capricorn,  the 
Tropic  of  Capricorn. 

A  Meridian  is  a  great  circle  palling  through  the 
poles  of  the  Equator,  and  dividing  the  globe  into  the 
eaflern  and  weftern  hemifpheres ;  it  marks  the  time 
of  noon,  or  when  the  Sun  is  at  its  greatefl  altitude 
over  any  place;  A  meridian  is  an  arbitrary  circle ; 
and  as  every  part  of  the  globe  eaftward  or  weftward. 
has  a  different  meridian  belonging  to  it,  meridians 
may  be  drawn  through  any  point  in  the  Equator  :  all 
places  under  the  fame  meridian,  and  on  the  fame  fide 
of  either  pole,  have  their  noon  at  the  fame  time  ;  but 
of  two  places  under  the  fame  meridian,  on  different 
fides  of  either  pole,  the  mid-noon  of  one  anfwers  to 
mid-night  of  the  other. 

There  are  two  meridians  called  Colures  \  the  one 
conceived  to  pafs  through  the  equinoctial  points  of. 
interferon  with  the  ecliptic,  at  the   beginning  of 
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Aries  and  Libra  ;  the  other  at  right  angles  to  the 
former,  through  the  firft  degrees  of  Cancer  and  Ca- 
pricorn :  thefe  mark  the  commencement  of  the  dif- 
ferent feafons  at  every  place  fituated  under  them  y 
and  are  hence  called  the  equinoctial,  and  folftitial 
colures. 

The  Horizon  is  a  great  circle  of  the  fphere,  di- 
viding the  world  into  two  hemifpheres,  the  one  upper 
and  vifible,  the  other  lower  and  invifible.  The  ho- 
rizon is  either  fenfible  or  rational :  the  fenfible  horizon 
is  a  circle  touching  the  Earth  in  the  point  whereon 
we  ftand,  the  plane  of  which  extends  all  round  as  far 
as  our  fight  can  reach ;  the  rational  horizon  may  be 
defined  to  be  a  plane  palling  through  the  centre  of 
the  Earth,  and  extended  infinitely  every  way,  parallel 
to  the  fenfible  horizon.  The  vifible  horizon  is  moft 
accurately  obferved  at  fea,  the  inequalities  and  ob- 
ftructions  on  land  being  great  impediments :  and  it 
may  be  obferved  that  in  looking  through  the  fights  of 
a  quadrant  at  the  fartheft  part  of  the  fea  within  view, 
the  vifual  rays  will,  by  the  convexity  of  the  furface 
of  the  fea,  point  a  little  below  the  true  fenfible  ho- 
rizon. 

Horizons,  like  meridians,  are  moveable  circles  j 
every  different  place  having  a  different  horizon. 

The  exact  fitnation  of  particular  places  and  cities, 
is  afcertained  by  determining  their  latitude  and  lon- 
gitude. 

The  Latitude  of  any  place,  is  its  diftance  northward 
or  fouthward  from  the  equator,  meafured  upon  its 
meridian.  But  as  numbers  of  places  lie  under  the 
fame  parallels  of  latitude,  the  latitude  of  a  place  only, 
will  not  point  out  its  fituation  without  alfo  knowing 
its  longitude. 
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The  Longitude  of  any  place,  is  the  knowlege  of 

the  meridian  of  fuch  place.    Hence  where  the  parallel 

of  latitude,  and  the  meridian  of  the  place  interfedt 

each  other,  there  its  fituation  is  pointed  out.     The 

latitude  of  any  place  is  eafily  found,  as  it  is  meafured 

from  a  known  and  invariable  circle  of  the  globe  *,  but 

it  is  otherwife  as  to  longitude  ;  geography  not  fup- 

plying  any  rule  for  fixing  a  firft  meridian,  from  which 

all  others  may  be  meafured  and  determined.     It  has 

therefore  been  the  practice  of  geographers  to  fix  upon 

the  meridian  of  fome  remarkable  place  or  city  to 

meafure  from,  as  a  firft  meridian  ;  to  which  all  other 

meridians  refer.     Ptolemy  fixed  it  at  the  remarkable 

ifland  of  TenerifF,    one  of  the  Canary  iflands ;    as 

being  the  mofl;  weftern  part  of  the  then  known  world. 

The  French  geographers  altered  it  to  Ferro,  another 

S>f  the  fame  cluiier  of  iflands ;  but  now  geographers 

of  every  nation    generally   reckon   their  longitude 

caftward  and  weflward  from  their  refpeftive  capital 

pities. 

To  difcover  a  certain  method  for  rinding  the  lon- 
gitude at  fea,  is  a  problem  which  has  extremely  per- 
plexed the  mathematicians  for  thefe  two  laft  ages  ; 
and  for  the  folution  whereof  great  rewards  have  been 
publicly  offered  by  the  Englifh.,  French,  Dutch,  and 
other  nations  .;  this  being  the  only  article  wanting  to 
render  navigation  perfect.  Various  are  the  attempts 
that  have  been  made,  and  methods  propofed,  but 
without  fuccefs  ,  their  principles  being  found  pre- 
carious or  falfe,  or  their  methods  impracticable. 

All  methods  depending  on  the  phenomena  of  the 
heavens,  having  this  one  defeat,  that  they  cannot  be 
obferved  at  all  times ;  and  being  befide  of  difficult 
and  uncertain  application  at  fea,  from  the  motion  of 
the  veffel ;  many  enquirers,  leaving  the  moon,  and  fa- 
tellites  of  Jupiter,  have  recourfe  to  clocks  and  other 
time  pieces.     Could  thefe  be  made  perfectly  juft  and 
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regular,  fo  as  to  keep  true  time  without  gaining 
or  lofing;  and  without  being  affecled  by  change 
of  air  and  difference  of  climates;  the  longitude 
of  a  ihip's  "place  might  thence  be  found  with  all 
required  accuracy.  For,  tines  by  the  diurnal  mo- 
tion of  the  Earth,  every  point  upon  its  furface  de- 
fcribes  the  circumference  of  a  circle  or  360°,  in  twenty 
four  hours,  it  is  plain  it  muft  defcribe  150  in  one 
hour  :  hence  the  difference  of  longitude  may  be  con- 
verted into  time,  and  time  into  difference  of  lon- 
gitude ;  confequently  by  knowing  the  one,  we  are 
enabled  to  difcover  the  other.  Whatever  contrivance 
therefore  will  mew  the  hours  of  the  day  at  the  fame 
abfolute  point  of  time  in  two  different  places,  will 
alio  ferve  to  find  the  difference  of  longitude  between 
thofe  places.  Such  a  machine  has  by  long  and  afti- 
duous  ftudy,  and  repeated  trials  at  fea,  been  fo  far 
effected  by  Mr.  Harrifon,  a  very  ingenious  watch- 
maker, that  he  has  obtained  half  the  reward  due 
by  act  of  parliament,  to  the  perfon  making  fueh  dif- 
covery  to  an  afligned  degree  of  accuracy. 

Degrees  of  latitude  are  all  affumed  equal  in  length* 
but  degrees  of  longitude  vary  in  every  parallel  of  lati- 
tude :  for  all  meridians  meeting  in  one  point  at  the 
poles,  the  degrees  of  longitude  necefTarily  diminifh 
as  they  recede  on  either  fide  from  the  equator.  An 
orange  with  the  rind  dripped  off,  is  a  good  illu  ft  ra- 
tion of  this  'fact;  where  the  natural  divifions  of  the 
fruit,  are  a  lively  reprefentation  of  the  meridians  of  a 
globe :  and  tranfverfe  fections,  or  flices  of  it  cue 
crpfsways,  will  fhew  how  the  diftances  between  them 
leffen,  from  the  middle  (lice,  which  may  be  fuppofed 
to  (hew  the  plane  of  the  equator,  to  the  lefTer  flices 
either  Way,  toward  thofe  points  where  the  divifions 
all  meet. 


'The  following  table  fhews  the  length  of  a  degree 
of  longitude,  through  ail  the  parallels  of  latitude,' 

from 


INTRODUCTION.  23 

from  the  equator  where  it  is  reckoned  at  60  miles  or 
parts,  to  the  poles  where  it  diminifhes  to  nothing. 


A  TABLE:    Shewing  the  length  of 

Longitude,  at  every  parallel  of  Latitude 
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The  before  defcribed  circles  of  the  fphere,  ferve 
equally  for  geographical,  and  for  aftronomical  com- 
putations :  geographers  conceive  them  to  be  on  the 
furface  of  the  Earth  j  while  aftronomers  extend  and 
transfer  them  to  the  orb  which  bounds  our  view  of 
the  vaft  expanfe  of  the  Univerfe. 

That  the  Earth  is  of  a  fpherical  form,  is  a  truth 
too  well  afcertained  by  phenomena  and  analogic  rea- 
foning,  to  need  defending  now :  the  demonflrative 
proofs  of  its  having  been  failed  round  by  navigators  ; 
the  manner  of  the  nrit  appearance,  and  lad  difappear- 
ance  of  Ihips  at  fea ;  the  mail-head  firft,  and  then 
gradually  more  and  more  down  to  the  hull,  being 
feen  in  the  firft  cafe,  which  disappear  inverfely  in 
the  fecond  cafe;  and  laftly,  the  conftant  circular  ap- 
pearance of  the  fhadow  of  the  Earth  as  feen  in  eclipfes 
of  the  Moon  •,  all  eftablifh  this  great  truth  beyond 
pofiibility  of  doubt.  The  deep  vallies  and  ftupen- 
dous  mountains  and  rocks  which  give  the  Earth  fo 
rough  and  irregular  an  appearance  to  our  minute  in- 
fpe&ion  on  the  furface,  are  no  greater  interruptions 
to  its  globular  figure,  than  the  little  protuberances  in 
the  ikin  of  an  orange  or  lemon. 

The  fpherical  form  of  the  Earth,  according  to  Sir 
Ifaac  Newton,  arifes  from  the  great  principle  of  at- 
traction, which  the  Creator  has  ftamped  on  all  the 
matter  of  the  Univerfe  :  whereby  all  bodies  and  their 
ccnftituent  parts,  mutually  tend  toward,  and  attract 
each  other.  Hence  arifes  the  fpherical  figure  of  drops 
of  rain,  quickfilver,  and  other  detached  portions  of 
fluids. 

Though  we  call  the  Earth  a  fphere,  it  is  found  not 
to  be  abfolutely  fo-,  its  equatorial  diameter  being 
longer  than  its  polar  ;  Sir  Ifaac  Newton  afcertains  the 
difference  to  be  about  34  miles  $  fo  that  its  figure 
fomewhat  refembles  that  of  a. nine-pin  bowl,  f welling 
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out  toward  the  equator,  and  flatted  at  the  poles,  ia 
the  form  that  mathematicians  term  an  oblate  fpheroid. 
If  the  Earth  were  in  a  fluid  ftate,  its  revolution  round 
its  axis  would  neceflarily  make  it  alTume  fuch  a 
figure ;  as  the  centrifugal  force  being  greateft  under 
the  equator,  would  throw  the  fluid  toward  the  equa- 
torial parts,  where  it  would  rife  and  fwell  moil :  and 
that  its  figure  fhould  really  be  fo  now,  feems  confo- 
nant  to  reafon,  as  otherwife  the  Sea  in  that  part  of  the 
Earth,  would  overflow  the  Land. 

This  theory  is  greatly  confirmed  and  illuftrated, 
by  attending  to  the  circumftances  and  figure  of  the 
planet  Jupiter.  As  this  planet,  which  is  fo  much 
larger  than  the  Earth,  revolves  in  9  hours,  £6  mi- 
nutes \  it  appears  that  his  equatorial  parts  muft  have 
an  amazing  velocity,  and  muft  throw  him  into  a 
fpheroidal  form.  Accordingly  the  difference  between 
his  equatorial  and  polar  diameters  is  found  to  be  6230 
miles:  fo  that  his  poles  are  3 115  miles  nearer  his 
centre,  than  his  equator  is.  This  is  the  neceflary  re- 
fult  of  the  quick  motion  round  his  axis :  for,  the 
fluids  with  fo  much  earth  as  is  warned  away  with 
them,  muft  recede  from  the  poles  which  are  nearly 
at  reft  (as  to  his  diurnal  motion)  toward  the  equator 
where  the  motion  is  excefiively  rapid ;  until  a  fuffi- 
cient  quantity  fhould  be  there  accumulated,  to  balance 
the  deficiency  of  gravity,  loft  by  the  centrifugal 
force:  when  this  equilibrium  is  adj Lifted,  the  equa- 
torial parts  would  rife  no  higher  \  but  his  figure  re- 
main permanent.  Our  Earth  being  but  fmall,  com- 
pared with  him,  and  its  motion  much  flower,  is  of 
courfe  lefs  altered  by  it^  hence  our  poles  are  but 
about  17  miles  nearer  the  centre,  than  the  furface  at 
the  equator  is. 

In  the  firft  volume  of  Dr.  Long's  Aftronomy,  is 
mentioned  an  ingenious  method  of  finding  nearly  the 
proportion  of  Land  to  Sea  on  the  furface  of  our 

Earth  •, 
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Earth ;  which  is  by  carefully  cutting  out  the  Land 
from  the  paper  of  a  large  terreftrial  globe,  and 
weighing  it  againft  the  paper  which  reprefents  the 
Sea  :  this  the  Doctor  performed,  (exclufive  of  the 
areas  of  the  polar  circles,  of  the  contents  of  land  or 
water  in  which  we  have  no  proper  knowledge)  and 
by  the  proportion  their  weights  bore  to  each  other, 
he  concluded  that  almoft  three  fourth  parts  of  the 
iurfhce  of  the  Earth  are  covered  with  water. 

By  the  before-mentioned  tropics  and  polar  circles, 
the  Earth  is  diftinguifhed  into  five  portions  or  Zones, 
denominated  from  the  different  circumftances  attend- 
ing  their  fituation.  The  different  Zones  are  attended 
with  a  great  diverlity  of  phenomena. 

The  Torrid  Zone  is  all  that  middle  circumference 
of  the  globe  included  between  the  two  tropics  of 
Cancer  and  Capricorn  ;  its  breadth  is  therefore 
460  $%' :  the  equator  pafling  through  the  middle  of 
It,  divides  it  into  two  equal  and  parallel  parts,  each 
230  29/  broad.  The  Sun  pafTes  through  the  Zenith 
in  this  Zone  twice  in  every  year  -,  and  his  recefs  from 
the  equator  toward  the  pole  which  is  above  the  Horizon, 
is  twice  a-year  equal  to  the  height  of  the  Pole.  The 
ancients  thought  the  Torrid  Zone  to  be  uninhabitable. 

The  Temperate  Zones  are  two  parallel  circumferen- 
tial portions  of  the  Earth's  furface,  contained  be- 
tween the  tropics  and  the  polar  circles,  on  either  fide 
the  Torrid  Zone.  Their  refpeclive  breadths  are 
43  °  2'.  The  Sun  never  reaches  the  Zenith  in  thefe 
Zones.  In  the  Torrid  and  Temperate  Zones,  the 
Sun  rifes  and  lets  every  natural  day  3  as  the  diftance 
of  the  Sun  from  the  Pole,  always  exceeds  the  height 
of  the  Pole  above  the  Horizon :  yet  in  every  part, 
excepting  under  the  Equator,  the  artificial  days  are 
unequal;  and  this  inequality  is  the  greater,  the  far- 
ther any  place  is  diftant  from  the  Equator. 

The 
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The  Fng/d  Z0//&J,  are  fegments  of  the  Earth's  fur- 
face,  included,  the  one  by  the  arctic,  and  the  other  by 
the  antarctic  circles  -y  the  breadth  of  each  is  460  58'. 

Where  the  Temperate  Zones  border  on  the  Frigid, 
the  elevation  of  the  Pole  is  equal  to  the  Sun's  dif- 
tance  from  it,  when  in  the  neighbouring  tropic : 
confequently  once  a  year  the  Sun  performs  a  revolu- 
tion without  finking  under  the  Horizon.  Every 
where  in  a  Frigid  Zone,  the  elevation  of  the  Pole  is 
greater  than  the  leaft  diftance  of  the  Sun  from  the 
Pole  -9  therefore  in  thefe  tracts,  beginning  at  66°  30', 
at  the  fummer  folftice,  the  day  is  a  month  long,  and 
the  night  at  the  winter  folftice,  is  of  the  fame  du- 
ration :  and  at  the  Poles  the  Sun  does  not  fet  for  one 
fix  months,  nor  appear  above  the  Horizon  for  the 
next  fix  months  enfuins;. 

For  the  greater  precifion  in  treating  of  different 
countries,  the  Zones  are  fubdivided  into  Climates ; 
ferving  to  diftinguifh  places  by  the  length  of  their 
longeft  days,  which  differ  in  every  parallel  of  latitude. 

The  day  is  conftantly  12  hours  long  at  the  Equa- 
tor, and  increafes  in  length,  in  proportion  to  diftances 
north  or  fouth  from  the  Equator  toward  the  Poles. 

A  Climate  then  is  a  track  round  the  globe  parallel 
to  the  Equator,  wherein  the  day  is  half  an  hour 
longer  than  it  is  in  the  next  fuperior  Climate  toward 
the  Equator  \  and  half  an  hour  fhorter  than  the  next 
inferior  Climate  toward  the  Poles. 

There  are  30  Climates  reckoned  between  the 
Equator  and  either  of  the  Poles ;  in  the  firft  twenty 
four,  the  days  increafe  by  half  hours  ;  but  in  the 
remaining  fix,  between  each  polar  circle  and  the 
Pole,  they  differ  by  months,  as  will  appear  by  the 
following  Table. 

Climates 
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The  application  of  this  Table  is  very  obvious; 
fince  by  knowing  the  latitude  of  any  particular  place  j 
a  fingle  infpection  of  the  table  willfhew  what  Climate 
it  is  in,  and  the  length  of  the  longed  day  at  one 
view.  However,  for  the  more  ready  information  of 
the  reader,  we  fhall  add,  as  a  kind  of  Index  to  the 
Table,  a  lift  of  fome  of  the  moft  remarkable  places 
fituated  in  each  Climate. 

I.  Within  the  firft  Climate  lie  the  Gold  and  Slave 
coaft  in  Africa,  the  Moluccas,  the  Maldives,  Borneo* 
Malacca,  Sumatra,  &c. 

II.  Here  lie  Abyflinia,  Ethiopia,  Siam,  Cormandel* 
and  the  ifland  of  Ceylon. 

III.  Contains  Mecca,  Arabia  Felix,  Bengal,  Ton- 
quin,  and  Mexico. 

IV.  The  ifland  of  Ormus,  in  the  Perfian-gulf ; 
great  part  of  Indoftan,  the  Canary  iflands,  and  Alex- 
andria in  Egypt. 

V.  Babylon,  Tunis,  Rhodes,  Ifpahan,  Nankin,' 
and  Pekin  in  China. 

VI.  Lifbon  and  great  part  of  Portugal,  Madrid  in 
Spain,  Palermo  in  Sicily,  great  part  of  Greece,  Afia 
Minor,  the  Perfian  provinces  on  the  Cafpian  Sea, 
part  of  India,  and  Great  Tartary,  Corea,  and  Japan, 
part  of  California,  New  Mexico,  Louifiana,  Florida, 
Georgia,  part  of  South  Carolina,  the  Bahama  iflands, 
and  the  Azores. 

VII.  Bifcay  and  all  the  northern  provinces  of 
Spain,  the  fouthern  provinces  of  France,  Milan, 
Rome,  Venice,  Belgrade,  Conftantinople,  the  Black 
Sea,  Georgia,  the  Cafpian  Sea,  Great  Tartary, 
Bofton  in  New-England,  and  Port-Royal  in  Nova 
Scotia. 

VIII.  Paris  and  the  interior  provinces  of  France, 
Vienna,  Hungary,  Crim  Tartary,  Canada,  Nova 
Scotia,  and  Newfoundland. 

IX.  London,  Prague,  Francfort,  Cracow,  the 
fouthern  province  of  Mufcovv,  Src. 

X.  Dublin, 
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X.  Dublin,  Amfterdam,  Dantzic,  Warfaw,  and 
part  of  Ruffia. 

XL  Edinburgh,  Copenhagen,  &c. 

XII.  Gottenburgh,  in  Sweden,  Riga,  in  Livo- 
nia, &c. 

XIII.  Stockholm,  the  middle  parts  of  the  Ruffian 
dominions  in  Europe  and  Afia,  part  of  Terra  de 
Labrador,  on  the  coail  of  Hudfo'n's  Bay. 

XIV.  The  Orkney  ifles,  great  part  of  Norway, 
Sweden,  Ruffia,  and  Hudfon's  (traits,  &c. 

^  XV.  Bergen  in  Norway,  part  of  Finland,  and  the 
fouthern  part  of  Greenland. 

XVI.  Perma  Welick,  a  town  in  Mufcovy. 

XVII.  Part  of  Finland,  Ruffia,  &c. 

XVIII.  Drontheim  in  Norway. 

XIX.  Tobolfki,  the  capital  of  Siberia. 

XX.  Town  of  Viftrum  in  Finland. 

XXI.  Port  of  Torna  in  Bothnia. 

XXII.  Caienbourgh  in  Ruffia. 

XXIII.  Skalhot  in  Iceland. 

XXIV.  Hola  in  Iceland. 

XXV.  Mofcovite  Lapland. 

XXVI.  Greenland. 

XXVII.  Zembla  Auftralis. 

XXVIII.  Zembla  Borealis. 

XXIX.  Spitzbergen  or  Greenland. 

XXX.  Unknown. 

Befide  the  before- mentioned  divifions  and  fubdivi- 
fions  of  the  Earth,  other  diflinclions  have  obtained, 
which  are  rather  fanciful  than  ufeful.  Thus,  the 
ancients  named  the  inhabitants  of  the  Earth,  from 
the  inclination  of  their  fhadows,  Perifciiy  Heterofcii> 
and  Amphifcii  or  Afciu 

The  Perifciiy  are  thofe  beyond  the  polar  circles, 
whofe  fhadows  turn  round  them  every  24  hours. 
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Heterofcii,  are  the  inhabitants  of  the  Temperate 
Zones,  whofe  noon  fhadows  ever  fail  one  way ;  the 
north  Temperate  Zone  throwing  them  northward, 
and  the  fouth  Temperate  Zone  throwing  them  fouth- 
ward. 

The  Ampbifcii,  are  thofe  of  the  Torrid  or  middle 
Zone;  whofe  noon  fhadows  fall  different  ways  at 
different  feafons :  and  becaufe  twice  in  the  year  the 
Sun  is  in  their  zenith,  and  their  bodies  call  no  fhadow 
on  either  fide,  they  are  alfo  called  Afcii.  Thefe 
names  are  of  Greek  derivation.     -  ^  * 

Mankind  are  alfo  from  their  different  relative 
fituations,  denominated  Perieci^  Antieciy  and  Antipodes. 

The  Perieci  are  thofe  who  live  in  the  fame  parallel, 
have  the  fame  latitude  and  feafons,  and  the  fame  pole 
elevated;  but  have  oppofite  meridians,  and  confe- 
quently  oppofite  day  and  night. 

Antieci^  are  thofe  people  who  have  the  fame  me- 
ridian but  oppofite  parallels,  equidiflant  from  the 
Equator,  on  contrary  fides.  Their  longitude  is  the 
fame,  their  day  and  night  of  the  fame  length  5  but 
they  have  contrary  poles  and  feafons. 

Antipodes  are  fuch  whofe  parallel  and  meridian  are 
both  oppofite :  they  have  the  whole  globe  between 
them  in  diametrical  oppofition  ;  and  have  contrary 
poles  elevated.  Their  feet  are  directly  oppofed ;  and 
their  day  and  night,  their  winter  and  iummer  con- 
trary to  each  other. 

This  fubjecl  cannot  properly  be  difmifled,  without 
attending  a  little  to  the  furprifing  phsenomena  of  the 
flux  and  reflux  of  the  lea*  with  the  generation  of 
winds :  and  giving  fome  general  idea  of  the  caufes  to 
which  they  are  owing. 

Were 
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Were  the  Earth  fo  far  removed  from  the  influence 
of  the  Sun  and  Moon  as  to  be  without  the  fpheres  of 
their  attractions  %  it  is  not  to  be  doubted,  but  the 
Ocean  being  equally  preiTed  by  the  force  of  gravity 
toward  the  centre  of  the  Earth,  would  continue  every 
where  in  a  flate  of  perfect  ftagnation.  But  it  being 
demonflrable  that  the  Sun  and  Moon  have  a  like 
principle  of  gravitation  toward  their  centres,  and  that 
the  Earth  is  within  the  activity  of  their  attractions  \ 
it  will  plainly  follow,  that  the  equality  of  the  gravi- 
tation of  bodies  toward  the  centre  of  the  Earth,  will 
thereby  be  diflurbed  :  and  though  tire  fmall  degrees 
of  thefe  counteractions  render  them  imperceptible  by 
any  experiments  we  can  make  *,  yet  the  Ocean  being 
fluid,  and  yielding  to  the  lead  impulfe,  it  (hews  by 
its  rifmg  where  it  is  leafl  preiTed  \  and  where  it  is 
moft  preiTed  by  its  finking. 

Now  if  we  fuppofe  the  force  of  the  Moon's  attrac- 
tion to  decreafe,  as  the  fquare  of  the  diflance  from 
its  centre  increafes  ;  we  mail  find  that  where  the 
Moon  is  perpendicularly  either  above  or  below  the 
Horizon,  there  the  force  of  gravity  mufl  be  moft 
of  all  diminimed ;  and  that  in  thofe  oppofite  parts 
the  Ocean  mufl  necefTarily  fwell,  by  the  flowing  of 
the  water  from  thofe  parts  where  the  preffure  is 
greateft. 

If  this  is  rightly  comprehended,  it  follows  thence, 
that  the  Sea,  which  would  otherwife  be  fpherical, 
mufl,  upon  the  preffure  of  the  Moon>  form  itfelf 
into  a  fpheroidal  or  oval  figure,  whofe  longeft  dia- 
meter is  where  the  Moon  is  vertical,  and  its  fhorteft, 
in  the  Horizon:  and  that  by  the  revolution  of  the 
Earth,  the  Moon  being  in  turn  expofed  to  all  fides 
of  it,  the  oval  of  the  water  follows  her,  occafioning 
thereby  the  two  floods  and  ebbs  obfervabk  in  each 
24 J  hours, 

Oa 
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On  this  theory,  the  tides  ought  to  be  highefl,  di- 
rectly under  and  oppofite  to  the  Moon  •  but  we  find 
that  in  open  Seas  where  the  water  flows  freely,  the 
Moon  is  generally  pad  the  Meridian  when  it  is 
high  water  there.  The  reafon  is  obvious ;  the  mo- 
tion of  afcent  communicated  to  the  water,  makes  it 
continue  to  rife  for  fome  time  after  the  attraction  of 
the  Moon  declines.  *.  -v- 

Thus  much  for  the  general  caufe  of  tides  -3  which 
is  greatly  corroborated  by  mewing  how  naturally 
it  accounts  for  particular  circumftances  relating  to 
them. 
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The  fpring-tides  upon  the  new  and  full  Moons, 
and  the  neap-tides  on  the  others,  are  occafioned  by 
the  attractive  force  of  the  Sun,  confpiring  with  the 
Moon  at  new  and  full,  and  producing  a  tide  by  their 
united  forces :  whereas  in  the  quarters,  the  Sun 
raifes  the  water  when  the  Moon  depreffes  it,  and 
the  contrary  -,  fo  that  the  tides  only  rife  by  the  dif- 
ference of  their  forces. 

That  the  influence  of  the  Sun  operates  no  flronper 

J.  .  o 

in  this  cafe,  is  owing  to  the  vail  diftance  of  the  Sun, 
and  the  proximity  of  the  Moon. 

It  is  alio  to  be  obferved,  that  the  equinoctial 
fpring-tides  in  March  and  September,  or  near  them, 
are  the  higheft,  and  the  neap-tides  the  loweit: 
which  arifes  from  the  greater  agitation  of  the  water, 
when  the  fluid  fpheroid  revolves  about  the  equator, 
where  the  centrifugal  force  is  erreateft ;  as  well  as 
from  the  concurrent  action  of  the  Sun  and  Moon  be- 
fore mentioned.  Whence  the  Sun  and  Moon  being 
either  conjoined  or  oppofite  in  the  equinoctial,  pro- 
duce the  greateit  fpring-tides  •,  and  the  fubfequent 
neap-tides,  being  produced  by  the  tropical  Moon  in 
the  quarters,  are  always  the  lead  tides :  whereas  in 
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June  and  December  the  fpring- tides,  being  made  by 
the  tropical  Sun  and  Moon,  are  lefs  vigorous,  &c... 
the  neap-tides  by  the  equinoctial  Moon,  and  therefore 
are  the  fcronger.  Hence  it  happens  that  the  diffe- 
rence betv/een  the  fpring  and  neap-tides  is  much  lefs 
confiderable  than  in  March  and  December.  And 
the  reafon  why  the  higheft  fpring-tides  happen  rather 
before  the  vernal,  and  after  the  autumnal  equinoxes, 
viz.  in  February  and  October,  than  exactly  upon 
them,  is,  becaufe  the  Sun  is  nearer  the  Earth  in  the 
winter  Moons,  and  its  effect  is  therefore  at  thofe 
times  greater. 

By  the  motion  thus  communicated  to  the  Sea  by 
the  lunar  influence,  it  would  continue  to  ebb  and 
flow  for  feveral  times,  were  the  Sun  and  Moon  an- 
nihilated, or  their  attractive  powers  wholly  de- 
ftroyed  :  as  we  perceive  in  any  vefTel  of  water,  which 
having  been  agitated,  will  continue  to  move  for 
force  time  after  the  vefTel  has  flood  ftill;  or  as  a 
pendulum,  which  after  having  been  put  in  motion,' 
continues  to  make  feveral  vibrations,  until  the  con- 
tinued action  of  gravity  has  conquered  the  foreign 
temporary  impulfe. 

The  tides  rile  but  to  fmall  heights  in  open  Seas, 
in  proportion  to  what  they  do  in  wide  mouthed 
rivers,  which  open  to.  the  Sea  in  the  direction  of  the 
current  of  the  tide.  For  in  channels  gradually  con- 
tracting, the  water  is  accumulated  in  height  by  the 
obfcruction  of  the  banks  \  in  like  manner  as  a  gentle 
breeze,  fcarcely  perceived  in  an  open  common,  be- 
comes a  brink  wind  in  the  contracted  channel  of  a 
ftreet  or  alley,  efpecially  if  it  lies  in  the  direction  of 
the  current. 

The  regular  courfe  of  the  tides  is  fo  retarded  and 
altered  in  its  progrefs  through  fhoals  and  irregular 
channels,  and  by  ftriking  againft  capes  and  head- 

]ands? 
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l^nds,  oppofmg  thernfelves  in  all  directions ;  that  in 
different  parts,  the  tides  rife  at  all  diftances  of  the 
Moon  from  the  meridians  of  places.  Thus,  in  the 
German  ocean,  the  tide  propagated  when  the  Moon 
is  three  hours  pad  the  Meridian,  is  t%  hours  in  its 
paffage  to  London  bridge ;  where  it  does  not  arrive 
until  a  new  tide  commences  ill  the  ocean.  It  is  ow- 
ing to  this  fact,  that  when  the  Moon  has  a  North 
declination,  and  we  might  expect  the  tide  at  Lon- 
don to  be  higheil  when  the  Moon  is  above  the  Ho- 
rizon, we  find  it  to  be  leaft  %  and  the  contrary  in  her 
fou thern  declination. 

There  are  no  obfervable  tides  in  Lakes  having 
fmall  or  no  communications  with  the  open  Sea  %  be- 
caufe  when  the  Moon  is  at  her  greateft  altitude  to 
them,  me  influences  every  part  of  them  alike,  by 
reafon  of  their  limited  fize ;  and  thus  rendering  the 
water  equally  light,  there  are  rio  inequalities  in  its 
elevation.  From  this  caufe  it  is  that  confined  Seas, 
Mke  the  Baltic  and  Mediterranean,  have  very  incon- 
fiderable  fluxes  and  refluxes ;  the  inlets  by  which 
they  communicate  with  the  ocean  being  ib  fmall, 
that  they  cannot  in  fo  fhort  a  time  receive  or  dis- 
charge a  body  of  water  Sufficient  to  elevate  or  deprefs 
their  furfaces  fenfibly; 

Conformably  to  what  we  obferve  in  the  Sea,  there 
is  equal  reafon  to  conclude,  that  much  higher  tides 
are  raifed  of  air  in  the  Atmofphere,  than  of  water  in  the 
Sea :  it  has  therefore  been  wondered  at,  why  the 
mercury  does  not  fink  by  the  Moon  lefTening  the 
gravity  of  the  air  as  Ihe  pafies  the  Meridian.  But 
in  this  cafe  it  is  to  be  confidered.,  that  where  the  air 
is  rendered  lighter  from  this  caufe,  a  greater  quantity 
is  accumulated,  until  the  deficiency  of  weight  be 
made  up  by  the  height  of  the  column.  The  equi- 
librium being  thus  maintained,  the  barometer  can 
iuffer  no  alteration  by  the  aerial  tides, 

D  i  This 
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This  fubjecT;  naturally  leads  us  to  fay  fomething 
of  the  nature  and  caufes  of  wind ;  the  effects  of 
which  are  fo  falutary  in  preventing  an  unwholfome 
ftagnation  in  the  air,  diffipating  noxious  exhalations* 
and  difperfing  putrid  fleams  :  and  prove  fo  ufeful  to 
man  in  wafting  him  over  the  pathlefs  deep.  They 
thus  in  a  wonderful  manner  promote  an  intercourfe 
between  thofe  diftant  nations,  which  feem  by  the 
intervention  of  vail  Seas  to  be  cut  off  by  nature  from 
any  communication  with  each  other. 

As  the  air  is  a  fluid,  its  natural  ftate  is  reft  5  which 
it  endeavours  to  maintain  or  retrieve,  by  a  univerfal 
equilibrium  of  all  its  parts;  Whenever  therefore*, 
this  natural  equipoife  of  the  Atmofphere  happens  by 
any  means  to  be  deftroyed,  there  neceffarily  enfues 
a  motion  of  all  the  circumjacent  air  toward  that  part 
to  reftore  it ;  and  this  motion  or  current  of  air  is 
what  we  call  Wind. 

Hence  with  refpeft  to  that  place  where  the  equi- 
librium of  the  air  is  difturbed,  we  can  conceive  the 
wind  may  blow  from  every  point  of  the  compafs  at 
one  time  ;  fo  that  thofe  who  live  northward  of  it 
may  have  a  North  wind,  thofe  who  live  fouthward 
a  South  wind,  and  fo  of  the  reft  ;  while  thofe  who 
live  on  the  fpot  where  all  t.hefe  winds  meet  and  inter- 
fere, are  qppreffed  with  turbulent  boifterous*weather, 
whirlwinds,  hurricanes,  and  tempefts.  For  fulphu- 
reous  exhalations  from  the  South,  torrents  of  nitre 
from  the  North,  and  aqueous  vapours  from  every 
part,  are  there'  confufed  and  violently  huddled  and 
blended  together,  and  rarely  fail  to  produce  vehe- 
ment commotions  of  every  kind. 

Many  are  the '.caufes  which  produce  wind  by  dis- 
turbing the  equipoife  of  the  Atmofphere,  the  mod 
general  of  which  are  heat  and  cold  :  heat>  by  rarefy- 
ing 
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ing  the  air,  makes  it  lighter  in  fome  parts  than  in 
others  ;  and  cold,  by  condeniing  it,  renders  it  hea- 
vier. Thus  in  all  parts  over  the  torrid  zone,  par- 
ticularly the  equatorial  part,  the  air  being  rarefied 
by  the  direct  incidence  of  the  folar  rays,  is  much 
lighter  than  other  parts  more  northward  and  fouth- 
ward.  Therefore,  fince  thole  parts  of  the  equator 
which  are  nearer!  the  Sun,  rnuft  be  moil  rarefied  *, 
which  parts,  by  the  earth's  diurnal  rotation  eaftward, 
are  continually  fhiftikg  to  the  weftward  -,  it  follows, 
that  the  parts  of  the  air  which  lie  to.  the  weftward 
of  the  point  of  the  greater!:  rarefaction,  and  by  flow- 
ing toward  it  meet  it,  have  lels  motion  than  the  air 
of  the  eailern  fide  of  the  faid  point,  which  follows 
it  The  excefs  of  motion  in  the  eailern  air,  would 
generate  a  continual  eaflerly  wind,  were  this  all  the 
effect  of  that  rarefaction.  But  it  is  aifo  to  be  con- 
iidered,  that  as  all  the  equatorial  parts  of  the  At- 
mofphere  are  greatly  rarefied,  by  the  Sun  being  ver- 
tical over  it  twice  a  year,  and  never  being  more  than 
2 3i-  degrees  diftant  on  either  iide  ;  and  the  air  about 
the  polar  regions  greatly  condenfed  by  the  extreme 
cold  *5  this  heavier  air  from  each  pole,  is  conflantly 
flowing  toward  the  equator,  to  reflore  the  balance 
deftroyed  by  the  levity  of  the  air  there :  hence  in 
this  relpect  alone,  a  conilant  North  and  South  wind 
would  be  generated. 

This  motion  compounded  with  the  former  eaflerly 
wind,  accounts  for  all  the  ph  agnomen  a  of  the  ge- 
neral trade  winds ;  which,  if  the  whole  furface  of  the 
globe  was  fea,  would  undoubtedly  blow  quite  round 
the  world,  as  they  are  found  to  do  in  part,  in  the 
Atlantic  and  Ethiopic  oceans.  But  (as  in  the  cafe  of 
the  fea  tides  before  mentioned,  where  fuch  great  conti- 
nents interpoie,  and  interrupt  the  continuity  of  the 
ocean  -,  fb  in  this  cafe)  fuch  chains  of  high  mountains 
intervene,  as  occafion  great  variation  in  the  currents  of 
wind  from  the  general  rule.  For,  if  a  country  lying  near 
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the  Sun,  prove  to  be  fiat,  fandy,  and  low  land,  a$ 
thedeferts  of  Lybia  are  defcribed  to  be;  the  reflecr 
tion  of  the  Sun-beams,  and  the  retention  thereof  in 
the  fand,  are  incredible  ;  and  the  air  in  fuch  place 
will  be  exceedingly  rarefied :  the  more  cool  and  denfe 
air,  will  therefore  rum  in  to  reftore  the  equilibrium. 
This  is  conjectured  to  be  the  caufe  why  near  the 
coaft  of  Guinea,  the  wind  always  fets  in  upon  the 
land,  blowing  wefterly  inftead  of  eafterly  $  there 
being  fuffieient  reafon  to  believe,  that,  the  inland 
parts  of  Africa  are  prodigioufly  hot  •,  fince  the  northern, 
borders  thereof  were  fo  very  intemperate,  as  to  make 
the  antients  conclude,  that  all  beyond  the  tropics. 
was  uninhabitable  by  excels  of  heat. 

It  is  alfo  from  this  caufe,  that  there  are  fuch  con- 
ftant  calms,  in  that  part  of  the  fame  Ocean  called 
the  Rains :  for  this  track  being  fituated  in  the  middle, 
between  the  wefterly  winds  blowing  on  the  coaft  of 
puinea,  and  the  eafterly  trade-winds  blowing  to  the 
weftward  thereof;  the  tendency  of  the  air  here,  is 
indifferent  to  either,  and  fo  remains  ftagnant  between 
both.  And  the  weight  of  the  incumbent  atmofphere 
being  diminifhed  by  the  contrary  winds  blowing  from 
Jience,  is  the  reafon  that  the  air  does  not  hold  the 
copious  vapour  it  receives,  bi)t  lets  it  fajl  in  fuch 
frequent  rains. 

But  as  the  cold  denfe  air  by  its  fuperior  weight, 
preifes  through  the  hot  and  rarefied ;  it  is  evident 
this  latter  muft  afcend  i'n  a  continued  ftream,  as  faft 
as  it  rarefies ;  and  that  being  afcended,  it  muft  flow 
frorq  jthe  parts  where  the  greater!  heat  is,  and  dif- 
perfe  itfejf  by  a  contrary  current,  to  preferve  the 
^qyipoife.  So  that  by  a  kind  of  circulation,  the 
North-eaft  trade-wind  below,  will  be  attended  with 
a  South- wefterly  wind  above ;  and  the  Sputh-eaft 
below^  with  a  North-weft  above,, 

'     '  This 
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This  is  proved  to  be  more  than  mere  conjecture 
by  the  fudden  change  of  the  wind  to  the  oppofite 
point,  which  is  often  found  in  palling  the  limits  of 
thQ  trade-winds.  But  that  which  above  all  eftablifhes 
this  hypothecs,  is  the  phenomenon  of  the  Monfoons, 
which  though  eafily  accounted  for  from  the  above 
principles,  hardly  admits  of  explication  by  any  other 
mode  of  reafoning. 

Such  a  circulation  of  air  then,  being  admitted,  it 
is  to  be  confidered  that  to  the  northward  of  the 
Indian  Ocean,  it  is  every  where  Land  within  the  la- 
titude of  300  :  viz.  Arabia,  Perfia,  India,  &c.  which, 
from  the  fame  caufe,  are  fubjecl  to  unfufferable  heats, 
as  v/ell  as  the  interior  parts  of  Africa,  when  the  Sun 
is  to  the  North  and  nearly  vertical  :  but  are  tem- 
perate enough  when  the ,  Sun  is  removed  to  the 
fouthern  Tropic,  from  a  ridge  of  mountains  at  fome 
diftance  within  Land,  faid  to  be  frequently  covered 
with  fnow  in  winter  ;  by  which  the  air  mult  be  greatly 
chilled  in  its  parTage.  Thus  it  comes  to  pafs  that  the 
wind  from  the  North- eaft,  is  fometimes  hotter  and 
fometimes  colder,  than  that  which  by  this  circulation 
is  returned  from  the  South-weft;  andofcourfe,  the 
under  current  of  wind  is  fometimes  from  the  North- 
eaft,  .and  at  other  times  from  the  South-weft. 

The  times  when  thefe  winds  fet  in,  fufficie'ntly  in- 
dicate the  caufes  of  them  ;  this  is  in  April :  when 
the  Sun  begins  to  warm  thefe  northern  climes,  the 
South-weft  Monfoons  begin,  and  blow  during  the 
heats  until  O&ober  •,  when  the  Sun  being  retired,  and 
the  countries  northward  growing  cooler,  while  the 
heat  increafes  to  the  South,  the  North-eaft  winds 
commence  and  blow  all  the  winter  until  April  again. 
And  from  the  fame  principle  it  muft  be,  that  to  the 
fouthward  of  the  Equator,  in  part  of  the  Indian 
Ocean,  the  North-weft  winds  iucceed  to  the  South- 
oft,  when  the  Sun  approaches  the  tropic  of  Capricorn. 

D  4.  We 
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We  might  now  proceed  to  give  the  prefent  re- 
ceived hypothefes  accounting  for  feveral  other  phe- 
nomena; as  rain,  lightning,  the  aurora  borealis,  and 
other  meteors ;  the  properties  of  magnetifm,  the 
caufes  of  earthquakes  *,  with  many  other  particulars 
equally  curious  :  but  thefe  being  rather  fubje&s  of 
natural  hiftory  and  philofophy,  would  occupy  too 
much  of  our  room,  and  would  be  digreiung  farther 
than  is  neceflary  in  an  Introduction  to  a  Collection 
of  Voyages  and  Travels/  It  is  hoped,  what  has  al- 
ready been  enlarged  upon  concerning  winds  and 
tides,  will  not  need  an  apology  ;  as  theie  phenomena 
have  too  general  an  influence  over  the  marine  and 
commercial  tranfactions  of  mankind,  and  are  too. 
curious  fuojedts  of  fpecujatlon  in  themfelves,  to 
efcape  notice  in  a  review  of  the  conftitution  of  the 
Earth. 

Leaving  the  fefentifical  hh  known  divifions  of  the 
Earth  ;  we  mall  now,  in  a  comparative  view,  con- 
fider  the  feveral  parts  of  it,  under  their  more  ge- 
nerally known  denominations  of  Europe,  Afia,  Africa, 

and  America.  '  .-' 

EUROPE  is  bounded  on  the  North  by  the  Frozen, 
Ocean,  on  the  Eaft  by  Alia,  and  the,  rivers  Don, 
Wolga,  and  Oby,  on  the  South  by' the  Mediterra- 
nean, and  on  the  Weft  by  the  great  Atlantic  Ocean  ; 
being  about '3000  miles  m  length,  and  2500  in 
breadth.  It  is  tile  leaft  quarter,  but  the  moil  con- 
siderable for  the  temperature  of  the  air ;  the  fruitful- 
nefs  of  the  foil;  and  the  cultivation  of  the  arts  and 
fciences  -,  but  above  all,  for  the  proferTion  of  the 
Chriftian  religion.  It  contains  the  following  king- 
doms and  ftates. 
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The  Europeans  in  general  are  well  made,  and  to- 
lerably fair,  except  in  Spain,  where  they  begin  to 
be  fwarthy.  in  drefs,  they  are  fond  of  imitating 
the  French.  The  Turks  wear  their  beards,  turbants, 
and  a  long  veil:  tied  with  a  fafh.  The  Turkilh  ladies 
jdrds  much  refernbles  that  of  the  men. 

The  ifiands  of  this  quarter  are,  in  the  North, — 
Greenland,  famous  for  its  whale  fifhery.  —  And  Ice- 
land, in  which  is  the  burning  mountain  Hecla,  fup- 
pofed,  by  its  frequent  eruptions,  to  be  the  caufe  of 
the  northern  lights  \  it  belongs,  with  the  little  ifles 
of  Farro,  together  with  thofe  of  Zealand  and  Funen, 
&c.  in  the  Baltic,  to  the  crown  of  Denmark. — Near 
Great  Britain,  are  the  Shetland  ifles,  the  Weftern  ifles, 
Orkneys,  Man,  Anglefea,  Scilly,  Wight,  Jerfey, 
Guernfey,  fubjecT  to  the  Englifh.  — On  the  Weft,  are 
the  Azores,  nine  in  number,  the  chief,  St.  Michael ; 
St.  Maria,  Tercera,  and  Graciofia  ;  which  trade  in  wine 
and  fugar  \  and  all  belong  to  the  king  of  Portugal.  — 
In  the  Mediterranean  Sea  are  Yvica,  Majorca,  be- 
longing to  Spain.  —  Minorca  to  England  ^  and  Cor- 
fica  ftruggling  for  independency.  —  Sardinia,  a  king- 
dom of  itfelf. Sicily  belonging  to  the   king   of 

Naples,  in  which  is  the  burning  mountain  Etna. 

Malta  belonging  to  its  own  governor,  called  the  Grand 
Mailer. Corfu,  Cephaionia,  and  Zant,  fub- 
jecT: to  the  Venetians. —  Cyprus,  Candia,  Rhodes, 
Patrnos,  and  the  clufter  of  fmall  ones  in  the  Archi- 
pelago, belonging  to  the  Turks. 

The  principal  mountains  in  this  part  of  the  world 
are  the  Dolphrino  Hills,  between  Sweden  and  Nor- 
way;-— the  Hyperborean  Mountains  in  the  north 
part  of  Mufcovy  ; — the  Caparthian  mountains  in  the 
fouth  part  of  Poland; — the  Pyrenean  hills  between 
Spain  and  France  •,—* the  Alps  between  Italy  and 
Germany  ;— the  Appenine  hills  dividing  Italy  into 
Eaft  and  Weft  j    Vefuyius,    a   remarkable  burning 

mountain 
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jmountain  near  Naples ; — the  Peak  in  England  | — 
Plinlimmon  in  Wales  ;-r-and  Grampian  and  Cheviot 
hills  in  Scotland. 

In  this  quarter,  the  moil  noted  rivers  are,  the 
Thames,  Severn,  and  Humber,  in  England  5 — 
Forth,  Tay,  and  Tweed,  in  Scotland; — Shannon, 
Boyn,  and  Barrow,  in  Ireland ;— Rhine,  Elbe,  and 
Oder,  in  Germany  ; — Weifel,  Neeiler,  and  Neeper, 
in  Poland  ; — Tayo  and  Duero  In  Portugal ; — thq 
Ebro  and  Guadalquiver  in  Spain ;— Tiber  and  Po  in 
Italy; — Don,  Wolga,  and  Dwina,  in'Ruffia; — Seine, 
Loire,  Rhone,  and  Garonne,  in  France;  and  the 
Danube,  which  runs  all  through  Germany,  Hun- 
gary, Turky  in  Europe^  and  empties  itfelf  into  the 
Black  Sea. 

ASIA  lies  eafl  of  Europe,  is  about  4800  miles  long, 
and  4300  broad,  bounded  on  the  North  by  the 
Frozen  Ocean,  by  the  Pacific  on  the  Earl,  by  the 
Red  Sea  on  the  Weft,  and  the  Indian  Ocean  on  the 
South.  In  this  quarter  flood  the  temple  of  Diana,  at 
Ephefus  in  Natolia,  burnt  the  night  Alexander  the 
Great  was  born.  Near  to  that  flood  the  famous  city 
Troy,  totally  deflroyed  by  the  Greeks,  1200  years 
before  Chrift.     Here  alfo  flood  the  feven  churches 

mentioned  by  St.  John  in  the  Revelations. Alfo 

Tyre  and  Sydon,  on  the  coafl  of  the  Holy  Land,  once 
vaft  cities  of  trade,  but  now  the  habitation  of  a  few 
fifhermen.*—  Likewife  Sodom  and  Gomorrah,  large 
cities  recorded  to  have  been  deflroyed  by  fire  from 
heaven  for  their  wickednefs.— Alfo  Nineveh  and  Ba- 
bylon, great  cities  in  Mefapotamia,  near  Bagdad, 
now  the  habitation  of  only  wild  creatures.  In  the 
Holy  Land  flood  the  famous  city  and  temple  of  Jeru- 
falem,  deflroyed  by  Vefpafian  about  70  years  after 
Chrifl.  This  was  the  theatre  of  ahnoft  every  action 
recorded  in  the  facred  Scriptures.  It  is  divided  into 
many  principal  regions,  whofe  names,  extent,  chief 
cities,  &c.  are  as  in  the  following  table. 
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The  Turks,  Perfians, -Moguls,  and  Chinefe,  are 
of  good  fhape  and  complexion  :  The  men  wear  tur- 
bants,  veils,  and  flippers;  the  women  drefs  much 
like  the  men,  only  they  wear  a  ftiffened  cap  like  a 
mitre,  and  their  hair  down.  The  Mogul  ladies  are 
fond  of  bracelets  on  their  arms  and  legs ;  rings  on 
their  fingers  and  toes  5  jewels  in  their  nofes  ^  and 
pendants  in  their  ears:  and  the  Chinefe  ladies  are  re- 
markable for  their  little  feet ;  and  the  gentlemen  for 
long  nails.  In  Siam,  Pegu,  &c.  the  inhabitants  are 
tawney,  and  features  coarfe.  The  men  wear  a  piece 
of  cloth  wrapped  round  their  waiil,  and  pull  their 
beards  (as  the  Chinefe  and  Tartars  do)  up  by  the  root. 
The  women  have,  befide  the  piece  about  their  waift, 
another  thrown  round  their  breads  and  moulders, 
leaving  the  reft  of  the  body  bare.  The  common 
people  near  the  fea  go  almoft  naked. 

The  iflands  in  Afia  are  thofe  of  Japan,  as  Japan 
itfelf,  Tonfa  and  Bongo,— alfo  Formofa, — the  Bafhee 
ifles,  very  fmall— Aynan  and  Macco. — The  .Ladrone 
ifles,  the  chief  Guam  and  Tinian.-— The  Philippine 
ifles  11,000  in  number,  chiefly  fmall  ones;  the  prin-. 
cipal  are  Luconia,  Mindanao,  and  Tendaye.— -The" 
Moluccas  or  Clove  iflands,  the  chief  Gilolo,  Ceram, 
MacafTar,  Amboyna,  and.  Banda,  where  the  nutmegs 
grow.— The  Sunda  ides,  Borneo,  Java,  and  Suma- 
tra, &c. — The  Andaman  and  Nicobar  ifles,  all  fmall. 
The  Maldives,  many  thoufands  very  fmall,  in  the 
Indian  Sea — and  Ceylon,  or  fine  Cinnamon  ifle3  near 
the  coail  of  Coromandel. 

Moil  of  thefe  iflands  lying  near  or  under  the  Line, 
afford  great  quantities  of  fugar  and  fpice,  which  the 
Dutch  trade  with  to  all  parts  of  the  world. 

The  principal  rivers  in  this  quarter  are  the  Tygris, 
and  Euphrates,  between  Arabia  and  Perfia. — Tobol 
and  Oby  in  Tartary. —Indus  in  the  Mogul's  empire. 

Ganges 
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— Ganges  in  India, — the  Hoambo  or  Yellow  river  iit 
the  North  -,  and  the  river  Tay,  that  runs  by  Canton* 
in  the  South  of  China. 

The  chief  mountains  here  are,  Ararat,  near  the 
Cafpian  Sea,  on  which  the  ark  is  recorded  to  have 
refted  after  the  flood.-—  Horeb  and  Sinai  in  Arabia.— 
Lebanon  in  the  Holy  Land. — Mount  Taurus  running 
from  Eaft  to  Weft  of  all  Afia. — Imaus,  in  Tartary,— 
Caucaffus  between  Tartary  and  the  Great  Mogul's 
empire  -, — and  the  Naugracut- mountains  in  Tibet. 

AFRICA  is  the  third  quarter,  fituated  to  the  South 
of  Europe,  and  furrounded  on  all  fides  by  the  Sea,  ex- 
cept a  narrow  neck  of  land  about  60  miles  over  (called 
the  Ifchmus  of  Suez)  which  joins  it  to  Afia,  at  the 
top  of  the  Red  Sea.  This  country  is  about  4300 
miles  long,  and  4200  broad,  and  lies  chiefly  in  the 
Torrid  Zone ;  the  Equator  running  through  the 
middle  of  it.  Here  we  find  a  race  of  people  quite 
black,  having  fiat  nofes,  thick  lips,  and  hair  like 
wool.  This  quarter  is  generally  divided  as  in  tha 
following  table. 
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Along  the  coafts  of  the  Mediterranean,  in  Egypt, 
Biledulgerid,  and  Zaara,  the  people  are  of  a  tawney 
complexion,  and  drefs  like  the  Turks  :  but  in  all 
other  parts  of  this  quarter,  the  inhabitants  are  black. 
The  better  fort  of  negroes  wear  thin  vefts  and  white 
caps,  but  the  poor  go  almoft  naked,  having  only  a 
fmall  piece  of  fkin,  or  coarfe  fluff,  wrapped  about 
their  waifl.  The  poor  Hottentots,  daubed  over  with 
greafe  and  foot,  and  having  their  arms,  legs,  and 
neck  wrapped  round  with  the  raw  guts  of  beafts, 
make  a  moft  defpicable  and  nafly  appearance. 

The  iflands  of  this  quarter  are,  Madagafcar  the 
largefl  -,  the  inhabitants  black,  wild,  favage,  naked, 
and  under  no  particular  governor.  The  iflands  of 
Cape  Verde,  10  in  number.  St.  Vincent,  St.  Ni- 
cholas, Lucia,  Antonia,  Sal,  Bonavifla,  Jago,  Mayo, 
Bravo,  and  Fuego,  all  fubje6t  to  the  Portuguefe. 
— — The  Canary  iflands,  14  in  number,  the  chief, 
TenerifF,Ferro,  and  Canary,  belonging  to  the  crown  of 

Spain. The  Madeira,  noted  for  excellent  wine, 

fubjec~t  to  the  Portuguefe. The  Guinea  ifles,  as 

Princes,  Po,  Annobon,  Thomas,  Matthew,  &c. 
belonging  to  the  Portuguefe.  And  the  ifles  Afcenfion 
and  St.  Helena  belonging  to  the  Englifh. 

The  principal  mountains  Here  are,  the  Lybian 
mountain,  between  Zaara  and  Egypt  ■; — Mount  Atlas, 
between  Barbary  and  Biledulgerid,  which. gives  name 
to  the  neighbouring  ocean,  called  the  Atlantic 
Ocean.— — The  mountains  of  the  Moon  in  Ethiopia, 
near  the  empire  of  Monemugi.— — -And  the  Pico  or 
Peak,  in  Teneriff,  one  of  the  Canary  ifles,  inform 
of  a  fugar  loaf,  fuppofed'to  be  the  higheft  in  the 
world,    and  may  be  ken  40  leagues  diftant. 

The  moft  noted  rivers  here,  are  the  Nile  in  Nubia 

and  Egypt : -The  Niger  running  through  all  Ne- 

groland  :— The  Gambia  and  Senegal,  on  which 
2  the 
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the  Englifh  and  French  have  fome  fettlements,  are 
only  branches  of  the  Niger. 

AMERICA  is  the  laft  quarter  of  the  world  :  it  lies 
about  2300  miles  weft  of  England,  and  is  of  vaft  ex- 
tent. Bounded  on  the  North  by  unknown  parts,  by 
the  Atlantic  Ocean  on  the  Eafl,  by  the  great  South 
Sea  on  the  South  and  Weft.  It  is  8  or  9  thoufand 
miles  in  length,  and  about  3  thoufand  in  breadth. 
It  was  difcovered  firft  by  Chriftopher  Columbus,  as 
will  appear  anon.  It  is  often  called  the  Weft  Indies 
in  contradiftinclion  to  the  farther  parts  of  Afia,  ftiled 
the  Eaft  Indies,  difcovered  by  the  Portuguefe  a  little 
before.  It  is  divided  into  two  capital  parts,  of 
vaft  extent  each,  diftinguifhed  into  North  America, 
and  South  America  -,  which  are  connected  by  a  nar- 
row neck  of  land,  called  the  Ifthmus  of  Darien,  or  of 
Panama,  which  in  fome  places  is  not  more  than  60 
miles  over. 
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The  Britim.  colonies  or  plantations  are,  i.  Nova- 
Scotia,  the  chief  town  Halifax.— — m  New  Eng^ 
hod,  the  chief  town  Bofton.— — 3.  New  York,  the 
chief  town  Mew  York  4.  New  Jerfey,  the  chief 

town  Elizabeth  Town.— - — 5.  Penfilvania,  the  chief 
town  Philadelphia, — * — 6.  Maryland,  the  chief  town 

Baltimore. 7.    Virginia,    the    chief  town  James 

Town  « 8,  Carolina,    the  chief  town   Charles 

Town. —And  9.  Georgias  whofe  chief  town  is 

the  Savannah. 

The  Indians  here  are  generally  of  a  brown  com- 
plexion y  the  few  that  are  white  (tain  themfelves  of 
a  copper  or  red  colour,  and  fome  with  (breaks  of 
blue.  They  are  dexterous  with  their  bows  and  a& 
rows;  and  very  fond  of  adorning  themfelves  with 
firings  of  beads  and  fhells  about  their  necks,  with 
rings  and  plates  in  their  ears  and  nofes,  and  pull 
their  beards  up  by  the  roots.  They  go  naked  in 
the  fummer,  but  in  the  winter  cover  themfelves 
with  the  fkins  of  beads  taken  in  hunting,  which  h 
their  chief  employ. 


'5» 


The  principal  iflands  are, Newfoundland,  belonging 
:to  the  Engliih,  famous  for  its  fifhery.—  Bermudas 
of  Summer  Ifles*  the  property  of  Great  Britain.- — ■ 
Cape  Breton,  Anticofci,  and  St.  John's,  belonging 
to  the  Engliih.— -The  Bahama  Ides,  (many  in  num- 
ber, but  Providence  only  inhabited)  belonging  to  the 
Engliih.-*- The  Antilles,  as  Cuba,  Hifpanioia,  and 
Porto  Rico,  belonging  to  Spain,  and  Jamaica  to  the 

Engliih.- The  Cafribbe  Iiles,  the  chief  St.  Chrif- 

tophers,  Anguila,  Antigua,  Barbadoes,  and  the 
Grenades,  belong  to  the  Engliih.— St.  Martin,  Bar- 
tholomew,    Guadalupe,      Marigalante,     Martinico, 

belonging    to  the    French, Euftatia    and   Saba, 

belonging  to  the  Dutch,-™ — and  St.  Thomas  to  the 
Danes.— -Thefe  iflands  produce  vaft  quantities  of 

E  2  .fugar 
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fugar  (in  planting  of  which  thoufands  of  negroes 
are  employed)  tobacco,  pepper,  yams,  indigo, 
ginger,  gums,  dying-woods,  cocoa,  cotton,  par- 
rots, fifh,  turtles,  and  lignum  vitae. 

The  chief  mountains  here  are,  the  Apalachean, 
between  Carolina  and  Louifiana.  But  in  the  North 
are  vaft  unknown  mountains  perpetually  covered 
with  fnow,  from  whence  the  winds  blowing  the 
greateft  part  of  the  year,  thefe  countries  become 
much  colder  than  thofe  in  Europe  in  the  fame  lati- 
tude. 

The  moil  remarkable  rivers  are,  St.  Laurence, 
dividing  the  Englifh  plantations  from  Canada,  and 

falling  into  the  gulph  of   its  own  name. The 

MifMippi,  and  the  Ohio,  in  Louifiana,- and  the 

river  North  in  New  Mexico,  which  laft  empty  them- 
felves  into  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 


In 


INTRODUCTION. 


53 


o 

CO 

bQ 

3 

s. 

1    CO 

.5 

"re 
a, 

CO 

CD 

MS 

tlO 

PR  § 

q 

O 

i 

oo 
o 

M 
*0 

o 

CD 

u 

re 

£ 
re 

3 
re 

"   re 
£ 

3 

,3 

re 
CD 

:-. 

o 
o 

O 

o 

-3 
■«-> 

c 

CD 

o 
o 

G 
O 
O 
tN 

CO 

3 

re 

re 
S 

E 

re 

h 

Oh   1 

pq 
o 

ON 


2 


CI 

o 
U 

fafl 


J2 
CD 

C! 
<d 

3 
re 

,3 
cj 
4-» 
3 

Q 


f     co 

,3 

<-3 

<D 

t— > 

<D 

,3 

*j 

-a 

re 

3 
re 

3 

3 

4-1 

s_ 

re 

O 

CU 

P-. 

CO 

*£ 
-£ 


CO 
O 

CO 
CO 


o 

oo 


o 
oo 


c 

re 

"3 
O 


re 
co 


cfci 

ct: 

re 

re 

Th 

(S 

Th 

VO 

co 

CO 

re 
to 


$ 

fc 

» 

. 

CO 

CO 

o 

o 

o 

rt- 

o 

«o 

vO 

*o 

6  8 

S-c 

O 

3 
o 

re    c: 

3     <D 

•  re 
> 

4-1 

Pi 

-3    re 
coO 

re 
CO 

CO 

a 
< 

oo 


o       o 
o       o 


o 

O 

o 

O 

o 

vo 

<N 

t-< 

s-, 

re 

3 

— i 

60 

^3 

re 

re 

5-( 

i-i 

re 

PQ 

Ph 

CD 

£3 
CD 

•5 

CD 

O 
CD 

IS 

J3 

4-> 

o 


3 


O 

3 

3 


o 

o 
o 


re 

*3 
re 
cu 

CO 

<u 

-3 


-3    § 
MS 


f-H      « 


E 


The 


54  I  N  T  RODUCTI  Q  N. 

The  Indians  are  generally  of  a  good  fize,  and 
well  made :  down  to  the  tropic  of  Capricorn  they 
are  of  a  brown  or  copper  complexion,  but  farther 
fouth  tolerably  fair.  They  have  little  idea  of  religion. 
They  have  many  odd  cuftoms  •,  go  for  the  moil  part 
naked,  but  paint  themfelves  of  various  colours,  v 
many  of  them  wear  large  rings  in  their  ears,  chains 
of  fhells  about  their  necks,  and  glittering  ftones  or 
plates  on  their  lip  and  noies,  permitting  no  hair  to 
grow  upon  their  chins.  They  uie  bows  and  arrows, 
ftroll  about  and  live  by  fiihing  and  hunting,  as 
they  do  in  the  northern  parts. 

The  iilands  here  are  St.  Catherines  and  Trinidad, 
off  the    coaft  of  Braiil. — Chiloe   and  Juan  Fernan- 

des,  near  Chili, -and  the  large  iQand  Terra  Del 

Fuego,  (fo  called  on  account  of  its  volcanoes  or 
burning  mountains)  at  the  South  of  Magellanica; 
thefe  ail  belong  to  Spain.— —There  are  many  more 
iilands  feattered  about  the  Great  South-Sea,  but  all 
uninhabited,  and  of  no  great  account. 

The  chief  mountains  are,  St.   Martha   in    Terra 

Firma: -the  Andes,    which   are   faid   to    be  the 

higheft  in  the  world :  their  tops  are  always  covered 
with  fnow  -,  and  the  cold  fo  intenfe,  that  numbers 
have  periihed  in  going  over  them  ,  and  others  have 
loft  their  fingers  and  toes,  and  been  lamed  for  ever, 
'No  be  aft  of  any  kind  is  found  upon  them.  They 
run  through  the  whole  length  of  South  America. 

The  moft  remarkable  rivers  are,  Oronoko,  where 
the  South  Sea  trade  begins ; — the  vaft  river  Amazon 
in  Amazonia,  and  Rio  de  la  Plata,  or  the  river  Plate, 
in  Paraguay. 


Of 
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Of  the  kfs -known  Parts  of  the  World. 

IN  the  North,  near  the  Pole,  are, — Nova  Zembla 
—Greenland  and  Groenland.  The  inhabitants  are 
very  few,  and  thefe  favage  ;  low  in  ftature,  and  of 
an  ugly  mien.  They  live  upon  the  flefh  of  whales, 
bears,  foxes,  rain-  deer,  and  go  muffled  up  in  fkins, 
the  hairy  fide  next  their  bodies.  The  Sun  does  not 
appear  in  thefe  parts  for  three  ©r  four  months  toge- 
ther in  the  winter,  and  then  the  cold  is  fometimes 
lb  intenfe  as  to  freeze  brandy.  And  in  the  fummer, 
he  fhines  as  many  months  continually  upon  them, 
which  makes  the  heat  as  troublefome.  Here  alfo  lie 
— -New  Britain-— New  North  Wales — -New  Den- 
mark, &c.  in  America — — and  Yefdo,  and  Kamtf- 
chatka,  in  Afra,  all  very  little  known. 

Below  the  Molucca  ifles  in  Afia — are  New  Guinea 

'^-Carpentaria — New  Holland — Dieman's  J^and 

and  a  little  further,  New  Zealand,  regions  difco- 
vered  by  the  Dutch  and  Englifh  about  the  middle 
of  laft  century.  Our  knowledge  of  them  is  very 
imperfeft  -3  the  natives  are  faid  to  be  wild,  favage, 
black,  and  go  naked. 

It  is  generally  believed  that  there  are  many  large 
tracls  of  land  towards  the  South  Pole,  of  which  at 
prefent  we  know  nothing. 

The   Difference   of   the    Miles  in  feveral  Countries  is 
very  great  -,      but    it   will   he    ufeful   to  remember^ 
■   'That 

The  Englifh,  Italian,  and  Turkifh,  are  nearly  the 
fame. 

The  Scotch  and  Irifli  Miles  are  about  i~  Englifh. 

The  German,  Danifh*  Dutch,  and  Polilh,  are  about 
4  Englifh, 

E  4  The 
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The  Swedifh  is  about  5  Englifh. 

The  Spanifh  is  about  34.  Englifh. 

The  Hungarian  is  about  6  Englifh. 

The  Ruffian  is  about  -|  Englifh. 

The  Perfian,  Arabian,  and  Egyptian,  are  about  3 
Englifn. 

The  Indian  is  almoft  3  Englifh. 

The  Japan  is  about  half  a  quarter  of  an  Englifh 
mile. 

The  French  league  is  2  of  our  miles. 

The  Englifh  league  is  3  of  our  miles. 

As  a  conclufion  we  will  only  add  a  few  explana- 
tions ;  which,  though  the  generality  of  our  readers 
cannot  be  fuppofed  to  need,  this  Introduction  might 
perhaps  by  forne  be  thought  deficient,  if  they  were 
omitted. 

The  Earth  being  a  globe,  a  Map  of  the  whole 
Earth  mull  neceffarily  confift  of  two  parts  ;  one  half 
only  being  vifible  to  one  view  of  it :  this  Map  exhi- 
bits therefore  two  hemifpheres  -,  as  if  the  globe  had 
been  divided  in  the  plane  of  the  firft  meridian. 
Accordingly  in  an  univerfal  Map,  the  right  hand 
circle  fhews  the  old  world,  containing  Europe, 
Alia  and  Africa ;  and  the  left  hand  circle  contains  the 
new  world,  or  North  and  South  America.  Upon 
this  Map  are  marked  the  circles  correfponding  to 
thofe  on  the  Sphere  \  namely  the  Equinoctial  Line, 
the  two  Tropics,  and  the  two  Polar  Circles  ;  all 
which  crofs  the  Map  from  Eafl  to  Weft.  Parallels 
cf  Latitude,  and  Meridians,  are  drawn  over  the 
face  of  the  Map  at  10  degrees  diftance,  to  afcertain 
the  relative  fituation  of  places. 

Particular  Maps,    as  being  part  of  this  general 
Map,  retain  the  Meridians  and  Parallels  of  Latitude 
belonging  to  the  refpective  places,  drawn  larger  or 
fmalier  as  the  fize  of  the  paper  and  fcale  will  ad- 
mit j 


INTRODUCTION,  57 

mit ;  and  fuch  Maps  are  drawn  and  proportioned  to 
fcales  correfponding  to  their  degrees  of  latitude. 

It  is  to  be  noted,  that  in  ali  Maps,  the  North  is 
at  the  top,  the  South  at  the  bottom,  the  Eaft  on  the 
right  hand,  and  the.  Weft  on  the  left :  or  if  it  fhould 
be  otherwife,  it  is  always  expreffed  in  words  at  the 
fides ;  or  by  a  mariner's  compafs,  in  which  the  fleur 
de  lys  always  points  to  the  North. 

Degrees  of  Latitude  are  marked  on  the  Eaft  and 
Weft  fides  of  the  Map  ;  Degrees  of  Longitude  on 
the  North  and  South  fides,  that  is,  on  the  top  and 
bottom  ;  to  which  the  Parallels  of  Latitude,  and 
Meridians  or  Circles  of  Longitude,  which  crofs  each 
other  over  the  face  of  the  Map,7  correfpond. 

The  thick  fhadowed  lines  in  Maps  denote  Sea  coafts  ; 
the  courfes  of  rivers  are  fhewed  by  thick  ferpentine 
lines,  and  roads,  by  fmall  double  lines.  Diviflons 
of  countries  are  diftinguifhed  by  large  dotted  lines ; 
and  fubdivifions  into  provinces,  by  fmaller :  forefts 
are  denoted  by  trees  ;  mountains  by  fhadowed  emi- 
nences ;  fand  banks  by  dotted  beds ;  marines  by 
fhadowed  beds  \  and  lakes  by  inland  fhadowed 
coafts,  like  the  common  Sea  coafts. 

.  More  minute  particulars  are  expreffed  at  the  plea- 
fure  of  the  Geographer,  who  generally  gives  an  ex- 
planation of  arbitrary  figns  and  marks,  at  fome  va- 
cant cornef  of  the  Map. 

Explanation  of  nominal  Terms,  ufed  in  Geography. 

A  Continent^  is  a   large  extent  of  country,    the 

connexion  of  which  is  not  broken  by  the  interpofition 

p£  feas.     The  known  world  is  ufually  divided  into 

two  grand  Continents  •,  the  one  comprehending  Eu- 
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rope,  Alia,  and  Africa  ;  and  the  other  including  the 
two  Americas,  North  and  So&th. 

An  I/land^  is  a  track  of  land  encompaffed  with 
water,  which  cuts  it  off  from  any  communication 
with  the  main  land.  Such  are  Great  Britain,  Ire- 
land, Minorca,  Madagafcar,  Borneo,  and  an  infinity 
of  others. 

An  Archipelago,  denotes  a  clufter  of  fmall  iflands  ; 
but  is  more  peculiarly  appropriated  to  a  number  of 
iflands  in  the  Egean  Sea,  between  the  coafls  of 
Greece  and  Afia. 

A  Peninfula  (quafi  pene  infula,  or  almoft  an  ifland) 
or  Cherfonefus,  (from  the  Greek  of  the  fame  im- 
port) is  a  part  of  dry  land  almoft  furrounded  by 
water*,  but  connected  to  the  main  land,  by  a  nar- 
row neck  of  land.     Such  is  the  Morea  in  Greece. 

An  IJlhmuSi  is  a  narrow  neck  of  land,  connect- 
ing a  peninfula  to  the  continent :  as  that  of  Darien, 
which  preferves  the  communication,  by  land,  be- 
tween North  and  South  America ,  and  that  of  Co- 
rinth, which  joins  the  Morea  to  the  reft  of  Greece. 

A  Promontory ,  is  a  high  point  of  land  ftretching 
out  into  the  Sea  \  the  extremity  of  which  is  ufually 
called  a  Cape, 

A  Volcano  is  a  burning  mountain,  a  vent  to  fub- 
terranean  fires,  which  makes  occafional  eruptions  of 
fire,  calcined  minerals,  and  boiling  over  with  ful- 
phureous  torrents.  Such  are  Mounts  iEtna  in  Sicily, 
Vefuvius  near  Naples,  Hecla  in  Iceland,  &c. 

The  Ocean  is  a  collective  name  for  that  vaft  Sea 
which  encompafTes  the  whole  Earth,  and  which  ob- 
tains  different    names   in    different  parts  •,    as  the 

Northern 


INTRODUCTION.  ^ 

Northern   Ocean,   the  Atlantic  Ocean,  the  Pacific 
Ocean,  &c. 

Some  parts  of  the  Ocean  run  up  into  the  land, 
either  through  narrow  channels,  or  wide  mouths  5 
the  former  are  denominated  Seas  •,  as  the  Baltic  Sea* 
the  Mediterranean  Sea,  &c.  the  latter  are  called 
Guiphs ;  as  the  gulph  of  Bothnia,  the  Gulph  of 
Finland,  the  Gulph  of  Venice,  &c. 

A  Bay  is  an  arm  or  bafort  of  Sea,  entering  fome- 
what  within  land  ;  a  kind  of  leffer  -gulph.  The 
large  ft  and  mod  noted  Bays  in  the  world,  are  thofe 
of  Bengal,   Fanama,  Bifcay,  with  many  others. 

A  Strait  is  a  narrow  arm  or  channel  communicat- 
ing between  two  feas  \  or  a  parTage  between  two 
iflands,  'or  lands.  Such  are  the  Straits  of  Gibraltar, 
of  Magellan,  the  Hellefpont,  &c. 

A  Harbour  is  generally  ufed  for  the  bottom  of  a 
bay,  or  the  mouth  of  a  large  river,  flickered  from 
winds,  and  frequenriy  fecured  with  a  mole,  and 
booms,  where  fhips  may  lie  fecurely  at  anchor. 

A  Road  denotes  a  convenient  place  for  anchorage, 
at  fome  diftance  from  more,  where  veffels  ufually 
wait  for  winds  to  carry  them  out  to  fea,  or  for  tides 
to  carry  them  into  harbour. 
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VOYAGES   and   TRAVELS. 

The   FIRST    VOYAGE    of 
CHRISTOPHER    COLUMBUS. 


HOWEVER  mankind  differ  in  manners  and 
modes  of  thinking,  when  diftant  ages  and 
nations  remote  from  each  other,  are  com- 
pared together  \  the  inventors  of  ufeful  arts,  and 
the  difcoverers  of  unknown  countries,  have  feldorn 
failed  of  receiving  that  tribute  of  honour  which  is 
due  to  diftinguifhed  abilities.  The  name  of  Bacchus 
was  firft  celebrated,  and  has  been  delivered  down  to 
us  as  a  deity,  on  account  of  his  Indian  expeditions ; 
and  becaufe  he  penetrated  farther  than  any  man  was 
ever  known  to  have  done  before.  The  Egyptians, 
who  were  with  reafon  efteemed  the  wifefl  people  of 
antiquity,  fince  almoft  all  the  fciences  travelled  into 
this  part  of  the  world  from  thence,  paid  the  highen; 
tribute  of  praife  to  fuch  of  their  monarchs  as  were 
fuppofed  to  have  conquered  the  Eaft;  and -to  have 
extended  their  empire  over  countries  where,  before 
that  time,  no  victorious  armies  had  ever  come.  It 
was  for  the  fame  caufe  that  the  Tyrian  Hercules  was 
fo  much  magnified  by  his  countrymen  j  and  it  was 
the  glory  which   thofe   heroes   had  acquired,  that 

prompted 


62  THE  FIRST  VOYAGE 

prompted  Alexander,  the  moil  ambitious  and  daring 
of  the  Greeks,  to  undertake  his  famous  expedition 
againil  the  Indians,  that  he  might  not  fall  ihort  of 
any  whofe  names  were  recorded  in  hiftory.  This 
vanity  of  his  tranfported  him  to  fuch  a  degree,  that 
though,  after  the  ruin  of  the  Perfiari  empire,  he 
eileemed  himfelf  the  fir  ft  of  men ;  yet,  on  his 
framing  the  project  of  invading  India,  he  expected 
to  be  efteemed  fomewhat  more  than  man.  In  fuc- 
ceeding  times,  we  find  this  humour  far  firotn  being 
worn  out,'  fince  even  the  Romans,  who,  if  not  a 
wifer,  were  mod  certainly  a  more  moderate  people 
than  the  Greeks,  regarded  the  invafion  of  Britain 
by  Julius  Ccefar,  as  the  moil  glorious  of  his  ac- 
tions, and  that  which  redounded,  moil  to  the  ho- 
nour of  their  empire. 

Upon  the  fame  principle  the  famous  emperor 
Trajan  was  fo  extremely  defirous  of  emulating  the 
example  of  Alexander,  and  carrying  the  terror  of 
the  Roman  arms  into  countries  which  their  ances- 
tors never  knew.  But,  the  notion  of  pufhing  con^ 
queils  in  this  manner,  however  it  may  dazzle  the 
eyes  of  the  admiring  multitude,  carries  in  it  no* 
thing  fo  truly  noble  as  the  project  of  difcovering 
countries  far  removed  from  other  parts  of  the  world 
by  vail  tracks  of  fea  ;  and  rendering  them  mutually 
ufeful  by  their  refpeclive  productions  :  and  though 
in  purfuing  this  train  of  reflexions  with  reference  to 
the  difcovery  of  America,  it  is  impoffible  not  to  be 
checked  on  recollecting  the  horrid  pious  butcheries 
acted  by  the  avaritious  Spaniards  among  innocent 
nations  curfed  with  the  arrival  of  fuch  infernal  mif- 
(ionaries ;  yet  it  is  hoped  the  extenfion  of  commerce, 
manufactures,  and  knowledge  of  every  kind,  among 
the  coloniils  and  natives  of  the  northern  parts  of 
that  vail  continent,  and  that  glorious  ipirit  of  free- 
dom which  breathes  in  the  provincial  aifemblies, 
and  promifes  a  growth  of  ftrength  and  profperity, 
the  utmoil  extenfion  of  which  it  is  impolTible  to  fore- 
fee  j  it  is  hoped  this  Britiih  contrail  to  Spanish  mil- 
4  taken 
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taken  policy,  may,  in  its  confequences,  difpofe  the 
future  generations  of  mankind,  for  the  credit  of 
humanity,  to  forget  the  miferies  fuffered  by  the 
pad.  But  to  return  from  this  almoft  unavoidable 
digreffion. 

The  antients  were  under  an  abfolute  incapacity  of 
making  great  difcoveries  by  fea  for  many  reafons, 
but  particularly  becaufe  they  had  no  juft  notion  of 
the  figure  of  the  earth  :  they  were  very  indifferent: 
aftronomers,  efpecially  with  regard  to  the  practical 
part  of  that  fcience ;  and  were  able  to  make  no 
voyages  of  confequence  for  want  of  knowing  the 
wonderful  directive  property  of  the  load ir one. 

But  the  great  imperfection  of  the  antient  naviga- 
tion was  the  not  being  able  to  folve  that  neceffary 
problem,  the  finding  in  any  place  the  four  cardinal 
points,  andfuch  intermediate  ones  as  were  neceffary; 
without  doing  which,  it  was  limply  impoffible  to 
fail. far:  they  therefore  durfl  not  truft  themfelves 
into  the  wide  ocean,  but  coafted  only  along  the 
fhores,  that  they  might  by  feme  figns  know  where 
they  were.  In  the  day-time  indeed  they  were  able  to 
find  the  North  and  South,  or  a  meridian  line,  by 
the  Sun's  riling  and  fetting  •,  befide  which  they  had 
three  other  methods.  i .  By  the  (tars  at  night,  par- 
ticularly the  Little  Bear,  and  the  ftar  in  its  tail,  cal- 
led the  Pole  Star,  which  was  much  famed  with  an- 
tiquity, and  ferved  to  mew  them  the  North,  and 
thereby  all  other  points.  For,  turning  their  face  to 
it,  the  Eaft  was  on  the  right,  the  Weft  on  the  left, 
and  the  South  behind-,  and  they  had  a  circle  with 
the  points  on  it  •,  and,  bringing  the  North  and  South 
point  to  the  meridian  line,  the  other  points  were 
feen  at  once.  Another  method  they  had  was  by 
knowing  the  fituation  of  the  mores,  and  of  one  pro- 
montory from  another  :  for  when  one  point  was  thus 
known,  either  from  the  maps,  or  by  obfervation 
and  experience,  they  could  in  failing  find  the  reft. 
But  then  they  could  not  go  far  from  the  fhores, 
which  directed  them  as  to  thefe  points  *?    as  they 
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could  not  at  all  times  ufe  the  fun  and  ftars  for  that 
end.  A  third  method  they  ufed  was  by  obferving 
the  points  they  had  run  in ;  for  knowing  how  they 
firft  directed  the  fhip,  and  how  much  they  turned 
again  their  courfe  from  that  point,  they  knew  the 
other  points.  From  whence  the  reafon  appears  of 
their  imperfect  and  dangerous  failing  -,  viz.  their  not 
knowing  the  points  in  the  wide  ocean,  fo  as  to  tell 
how  to  fleer.  This  third  method,  by  obferving  the 
Clip's  courfe,  is  of  no  ufe  when  the  fhip  is  turned  to 
a  great  many  points  by  the  violence  of  the  winds 
and  waves.  Such  were  their  methods  of  finding 
the  meridian  lines,  which  were  fo  imperfect,  that 
they  durft  never  truft  themfelves  in  the  vafl  ocean  •,  it  is 
no  wonder  therefore  that  they  never  knew  America. 

The  application  of  the  properties  of  magnetifm 
to  the  conflruction  of  the  compafs  had  brought 
about  confiderable  changes  in  the  art  of  navigation, 
before  any  attempt  was  made  to  difcover  new  coun- 
tries by  failing  weftward  ;  for  there  were  great  diffi- 
culties to  be  overcome,  before  any  defign  of  that 
fort  could  be  accompiimed.  The  verlels  in  ufe  at 
thofe  times  were  very  unfit  for  long  voyages,  in 
point  of  form,  capacity,  and  ftrength.  The  lea- 
ns en  had  very  little  experience,  were  naturally  in- 
clined to  coafiing,  and  knew  not  enough  of  their  art 
to  be  clearly  fatisfied  what  could,  or  what  could  not, 
be  performed  by  it.  Add  to  all  this,  that  their  fkill 
confuted  rather  in  praclifing  what  they  had  feen  be- 
fore, than  in  the  knowledge  of  any  fettled  principle 
of  fcience,  capable  of  directing  them  in  any  extra- 
ordinary cafes  that  might  happen  in  time  to  come. 
Their  obfervations  were  far  from  being  exact ;  partly 
from  the  meannefs  of  their  inflruments,  and  partly 
from  the  narrownefs  of  their  notions  about  the  ufe 
of  them. 

Neverthelefs,  many  years  before  the  voyages  of 
Columbus,  and  under  all  the  difadvantages  before- 
mentioned,  a  difcovery  of  America  is  fuppofed  to 
have   been   made   by  fome  adventurers   from   this 
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ifland  ;  if  any  claim  can  now  be  made  to  a  difcovery 
by  perfons  who  were  theml  elves  totally  loft.  The 
ftory  however,  as  it  is  the  earlieft  in  point  of  time, 
feems  to  merit  a  relation  as  well  as  any  other.  It 
afTerts  that  Madoc,  prince  of  Wales,  was  tile  firft 
difcoverer  of  America,  and  the  detail  of  his  expedi- 
tion runs  thus.  He  flourifhed  in  the  twelfth  cen- 
tury, and  was  fon  of  Owen  Guyrineth,  prince  of 
North  Wales -,  his  brethren  raifing  a  civil  war  about 
the  divifion  of  his  father's  dominions,  he  chofe  rather 
to  go  to  fea  with  a  few  of  his  friends,  and  feek  out 
new  habitations,  than  run  the  hazard  of  what  might 
happen  in  this  difpute.  Accordingly,  about  the 
year  11 70,  fleering  due  Weft,  and  leaving  Ireland 
on  the  North*  he  came  to  an  unknown  country  ; 
where  he  fettled  a  colony  $  and,  returning  thence 
into  Wales,  carried  a  fecond  fupply  of  people,  but 
was  never  heard  of  more. 

That  the  country  he  went  to  was  really  America* 
is  more,  perhaps*  than  can  be  proved  ;  but  that  this 
tale  was  invented  after  the  difcovery  of  that  country* 
on  purpofe  to  fet  up  a  prior  title,  is  molt  certainly 
falfe.  Meredith  ap  Rees,  who  died  in  1477,  and 
was  a  famous  Welch  poet,  compofed  an  ode  in  ho- 
nour of  this  Madoc,  wherein  was  contained  an  ac- 
count of  his  difcoveries.  Now  as  this  was  feveral 
years  before  Columbus  made  his  firft  voyage*  we 
may  be  fure  that  this  was  really  a  Britifh  tradition* 
and  no  tale  of  late  contrivance. 

Others  again  have  endeavoured  to  prove  that  it 
was  not  America,  but  Greenland,  to  which  our 
Welch  prince  failed.  In  proof  of  which  they  have 
obferved  that  this  country  was  Well  known  in  the 
ninth  and  tenth  centuries,  though  it  was  afterward 
loft.  But  neither  does  this  ftory  anfwer  that  pur- 
pofe 1  for,  it  is  evident,  the  courfe  does  by  no  means 
agree  with  it ;  fince,  if  he  had  failed  to  that  country* 
he  could  not  have  left  Ireland  to  the  North*  In  at 
v*ry  ingenious  difcourfe  upon  this  fubjedt,-  it  is 
uggefted,  that  prince  Madoc  landed  in  fome  part 
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of  Florida ;  that,  in  procefs  of  time,  the  colony  he 
planted  there  proceeded  round  by  land,  and  reached 
the  northern  parts  of  Mexico,  which  country  they 
conquered,  and  were  thofe  foreign  anceflors  of  the 
Mexicans,  of  whom  we  have  heard  fo  much  from 
the  Spanifh  writers  that  have  recorded  the  adven- 
tures of  Cortes.  To  flrengthen  which  fuppofition 
it  is  afferted,  that  feveral  Britilh  words  have  been 
difcovered  in  the  old  Mexican  language. 

All  this  however  can  be  little  more  than  mere 
conjecture,  to  which  there  are  no  bounds  when  once 
indulged ;  but  the  probability  of  his  failing  or  be- 
ing driven  to  fome  part  of  America,  may  neverthe- 
lefs  be  very  readily  admitted  :  and  this  probability 
is  not  by  any  means  difcredited  by  no  certain  traces 
of  them  being  found,,  on  our  better  acquaintance 
with  the  new  world-  In  thofe  unlettered  ages,  be- 
fore the  invention  of  the  compafs,  before  the  inven- 
tion of  printing,  and  before  the  invention  of  gun- 
powder, the  Welch  could  fcarcely  be  more  civilized 
than  the  Americans  they  are  fuppofed  to  have  found 
out ;  and* had  very  few  advantages  of  any  kind  to 
boaft  over  them.  Prince  Madoe  can  hardly  be  ima- 
gined to  have  taken  any  great  number  of  men  with 
him  in  thofe  early  days  of  navigation  y  and  if  his 
men  incorporated  with  the  natives,,  and  difperfed, 
there  is  no  wonder  that  the  memory  of  their  arrival 
fhould  have  v/orn  av/ay,  where  no  written  records 
fubfifted  :  whereas  if  the  natives  deftroyed  them* 
there  was  a  fnorter  period  put  to  their  memories 
altogether.  Add  to'which,  that  it  is  extremely  prob- 
able Madoc  might  be  call  away  in  his  fecond  voyage; 
or  not  be  able  to  fleer  back  to  his  new  colony.  In 
either  cafe  both  the  difepverers  and  the  difcovery 
were  altogether  loll  to  their  country. 

That  an  event  fo  extraordinary  fhould  not  excite 
to  any  attempts  either  from  England  or  Wales,  to- 
ward following  or  rinding  out  their  hardy  country- 
men and  their  n£w  fetderoent;  is  only  to  be  account- 
ed 
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ed  for  from  the  rude  ignorance  and  fupine  poverty 
of  thofe  times  •,  when  the  human  mind  was  too  con- 
tracted to  find  any  internal  ftimulation  toward  dis- 
coveries and  improvement.  The  fmali  degree  of 
learning  which  then  exifted  was  only  to  be  found 
in  cloirters  among  ecclefiaitics ;  by  whom  it  was  exer- 
eifed  and  employed  in  the  embarrafilng  difrinctions^ 
and  unmeaning  fubtikies  of  the  ichools.  They 
were  however  at  lail  roufed  from  their  ufelefs  fpecu-- 
lation  by  the  difcovery  of  the  compais,  which  open- 
ed the  way  to  the  invention  of  inftruments,  and  the 
calculation  of  tables  for  facilitating  the  methods  then 
ufed  in  making  celeftial  obiervations. 

Affifted  by  thefe  inventions,  mankind  began  to- 
adventure  the  eroding  unknown  leas  -5  and  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  their  firft  voyages  encouraged  them  to  attempt 
•farther  difcoveries.  The  Portugueze  coafted  along 
great  part  of  Africa,  and  took  trie  iflan.d  of  Ma- 
deira, with  thofe  of  Cape  de  Verde, 

But  thefe  attempts  were  only  preludes  to  the 
fcheme  of  Chriftopher  Columbus,  a  native  of  Ge- 
noa, who  undertook  to  extend  the  boundaries  which 
ignorance  had  given  to  the  world.  The  juil4dea 
that  this  great  man  had  formed  of  the  figure  of  the 
earth  gave  birth  to  his  defign  ;  but  the  maps,  morfe 
erroneous  than  his  conjecture*  made  him. miftake  the 
object.  Pie  propofed  to  find  a  pafiage  to  China  and 
India,  by  eroding  the  Weftern  Ocean.  Venice  and 
Genoa  were  then  almoft  the  only  trading  powers  in 
Europe  -j  and  they  had  no  other  fupport  of  their 
power  but  their  commerce :  this  occailoned  a  rival - 
Ihip,  a  jealoufy,  and  divers  wars  between  them  ;  but 
Venice  was  in  trade  far  fuperior  :  fhe  had  drawn  to 
herfelf  almoft  the  whole  commerce  of  India,  always 
one  of  the  moil  valuable  in  the  world,  and  then 
carried  on  only  by  way  of  Egypt  and  the  Red-lea. 
An  emulation  of  this  kind  might  probably  put  Co- 
lumbus on  finding  another  and  more  direct  paiTage 
%q  the  Eaft  Indies,  and  by  that  moans,  of  transfer- 
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ring  this  profitable  trade  to  his  own  country.  But 
neither  what  he  fought,  nor  what  he  found,  were 
deftined  for  Genoa  ;  he  however  performed  the  duty 
of  a  good  citizen,  and^  made  his  firft  propofal  at 
home,  where  it  was  rejected.  Difcharged  of  this 
obligation,  he  applied  to  the  court  of  France,  and 
meeting  with  no  better  fuccefs  there,  he  fent  his 
brother  Bartholomew  to  Henry  the  Seventh,  who 
then  filled  the  throne  of  England  \  but  Bartholomew 
being  taken  and  plundered  by  pirates  in  his  paffage, 
was,  on  his  arrival  at  London,  reduced  to  fuch  ex- 
treme poverty,  as  rendered  him  unable  to  gain  an 
audience  of  his  Majefty,  till  by  drawing  and  felling 
charts,  he  acquired  fome  reputation,  and  put  him- 
felf  into  fuch  an  equipage  as  was  necefTary  for  his 
obtaining  accefs  to  the  king.  This  honour  he  ob- 
tained in  the  year  1488,  when  he  met  with  all  the 
fuccefs  that  could  be  dented,  and  actually  entered 
into  an  agreement  with  Henry  VII.  on  behalf  of  his 
brother,  feveral  years  before  Chriftopher  clofed  with 
their  Catholic  Majefties.  , 

In  the  mean  time,  Chriftopher  applied  in  perfon 
to  the  court  of  Portugal,  where  his  offers  were  re- 
jected, and  he  himfelf  infulted  and  ridiculed  ;  but 
he  found  in  thefe  infults  and  this  ridicule,  a  new  in- 
citement to  purfue  his  fcheme,  urged  forward  by 
the  flings  of  anger  and  refentment. 

He  now  repaired  to  Caftile,  and  offered  his  fer- 
vice  to  Ferdinand  and  Ifabella,  where  he  exercifed 
his  intereft  and  his  patience  for  eight  years.  There 
is  a  fort  of  enthufiafm  in  all  projectors  abfolutely 
necefTary  for  the  accomplifhment  of  their  fchemes, 
which  renders  them  proof  againfl  the  moft  fatigu- 
ing delays,  the  moil  ihocking  infults,  and,  what  is 
feverer  than  all,  the  prefumptuous  judgment  pafied 
by  the  ignorant  on  their  defigns.  Columbus  had  a 
fufncient  fhare  of  this  quality  •,  but  his  patience  was 
at  laft  quite  exhausted,  and  he  had  actually  taken 
his  leave  of  Ferdinand  and  Ifabella,  in  order  to  pro- 
ceed 
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ceed  for  England  in  queftof  his  brother,  of  whofe  fate 
he  remained  entirely  ignorant.  He  was  however  un- 
expectedly recalled  by  the  queen  of  Caftile,  at  the 
earned  perfuafion  of  Lewis  de  Saint  Angelo  her  con- 
feflbr,  who  prevailed  upon  her  to  comply  with  the 
demands  of  Columbus,  and  even  lent  her  money  to 
promote  the  expedition. 

Chriftopher  was  immediately  appointed  admiral 
on  the  ocean,  to  enjoy  all  the  appointments,  prero- 
gatives, and  privileges  annexed  to  the  flags  of  Caf- 
tile  and  Leon  in  their  respective  feas.  It  was  alfo 
agreed,  that  all  civil  employments  in  the  iflands 
and  continent  to  be  difcovered  fhould  be  wholly  at 
his  difpofal ;  that  all  governments  mould  be  given 
to  one  of  thofe  perfons  he  fhould  name ;  that  he 
mould  appoint  judges  in  Spain  for  Indian  affairs ; 
that  over  and  above  the  falary  and  perquifites  of 
admiral,  viceroy,  and  governor,  he  fhould  have  the 
tenth  of  all  that  was  bought,  bartered,  found,  or 
acquired  within  the  limits  of  his  admiralfhip,  after 
the  charge  of  the  conqueft  mould  be  defrayed  ;  to- 
gether with  an  eighth  part  of  all  that  he  fhould 
bring  home  in  his  fleet ;  in  confideration  of  which, 
he  fhould  be  at  one  eighth  part  of  the  expence. 

As  foon  as  thefe  preliminaries  were  adjufted,  and 
his,  commiflion  and  grants  confirmed  by  their  Catho- 
lic Majeflies,  he  repaired  to  Palos,  in  order  to  for- 
ward his  equipment,  which  confided  of  three  fmall 
vefTels,  the  Santa  Maria,  admiral  Columbus,  the 
La  Pinta,  Martin  Alonzo  Pinzon,  and  the  La  Nina 
with  fquare  fails,  under  the  command  of  his  brother 
Vincent  Yanez  Pinzon,  both  natives  of  Palos. 

This  fmall  fleet  being  furnifhed  with  provision, 
neceffaries,  and  manned  with  ninety  men,  failed  on 
Saturday  the  3d  day  of  Auguft,  1492  ;  but  next 
morning  the  rudder  of  the  La  Pinta  broke  loofe,  fo 
that  the  admiral  was  obliged  to  lie  to,  though  the 
weather  was  fo  rough  that  the  only  affiftance  he 
could  give,  was  that  of  encouraging  the  crew  by 
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his  pfefence.  However,  Pinzon  the  captain,  who 
was  an  able  feaman,  foon  repaired  the  damage* 
which  was  fuppofed  to  have  been  contrived  by  the 
mafter,  who  v/as  averfe  to  the  voyage  •,  and  they 
proceeded  tolerably  well  till  Tuefday,  when  the 
ropes  by  which  the  rudder  had  been  fecured  gave 
way,  and  they  were  forced  again  to  lie  by,  until 
they  had  ftipplied  the  defect,  Jo  as  to  fleer  the  fhip 
as  far  as  the  Canary  Iflafid^  which  they  difcovered 
on  Thurfday  about  break  of  day.  Some  of  the  fu- 
perftitious  failors  interpreted  this  accident  as  an  ill 
•omen  ;  but  Columbus  wifely  obferved,  that  no  omen 
could  be  evil  where  people  were  engaged  in  a  good 
defign:  and,  in  order  to  divert  their  attention  from 
fuch  unmanly  trifles  for  the  future,  he  inftructed 
them  in  the  principles  of  navigation  and  geo- 
graphy. I 

Columbus  waited  a  considerable  time  to  purchafe 
another  veffel  •,  but,  being  difappointed,  he  refclv- 
ed  to  repair  the  damaged  ca'rava!  by  furnifhing  her 
with  a  new  rudder,  and  at  the  fame  time. to  alter 
the  fquare  fails  of  the  La.  Nina,  that  ihe  might  be 
the  more  able  to  keep  company  with  her  conforts  for 
the  future. 

Having  thus  refitted  and  improved  his  fleet,  the 
admiral  left  the  Grand  Canaira  on  the  firft  of  Sep- 
tember, and  next  day  arrived  at  Gomera,  where 
feme  time  being  fpent  in  laying  in  provifions,  wood,, 
and  water;  they  fet  fail  on  Thurfday  the  6th,  and 
flood  away  to  the  weftward,  with  very  little  wind. 
On  Sunday  about  day-break  the  admiral  found  him- 
felf  nine  leagues  weft  of  the  ifland  of  Ferro,  where 
they  loft  fight  of  land,  and  many  people  on  board 
wept  bitterly*  from  an  apprehenfion  they  jhould 
never  fee  it  more.  Columbus  perceiving  this  de- 
foondence,  which  he  was  afraid  would  infect  the 
whole  company,  comforted  them  with  the  mod  con- 
fident afifu  ranees  of  wealth  and  profperity,  and  though 
they  failed  eighteen  leagues  that  day,  pretended  they 

had 
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had  made  no  more  than  fifteen,  refolding  to  difguife 
his  reckoning  in  this,  manner  during  the  whole  voyage, 
that  thofe  fpiritlefs  mortals  might  not  think  them- 
felves  fo  far  as  they  really  were  from  Spain. 

On  Wednefday  the  12th  of  September,  being  150 
leagues  weft  'of  Ferro,  the  'admiral  difcovered  the 
body  of  a  large  tree,  which  feemed  to  have  been  a 
long  time  floating  on  the  water.  Here  he  found  a 
current  fetting  ftrongly  to  the  north-eafc ;  and  when 
he  had  run  fifty  leagues  farther  weftward,  he.,  on  the 
13th,  in  the  twilight,  perceived  the  needle  varying 
half  a  point  towards  zKq  north-earl,  and  at  day-break 
half  a  point  more.  He  was  greatly  furprifed  by  this 
variation,  which  had  never  been  obferved  before  j  but 
he  had  reafon  to  be  (till  more  amazed,  when  failing 
about  j  00  leagues  farther,  he  found  the  needles  va- 
ried about  a  point  to  the  north-ealt  at  night,  and  in 
the  morning  pointed  directly  north. 

On  the  14th  the  people  on  board  the  La  Nina  had 
been  furprifed  at  fight  of  a  heron  and  tropic  bird  :  but 
the  next  day  they  were  ftill  more  aftonimed,  when 
they  faw  the  fea,  in  a  manner,  covered  with  green 
and  yellow  weeds,  which  feemed  to  have  been  lately 
wafhed  away  from  fome  rock  or  ifland.  .  This  pheno- 
menon gave  them  reafon  to  conclude  that  they  were 
near  fome  land,  especially  as  they  perceived  a  live 
lobfter  floating  among  thefe  weeds  ;  and  afterwards 
found  the  fea  water  grow  leis  fait  as  they  advanced  : 
vail  fhoals  of  tunny  frfk  alfo  attended  their  fleet. 

The  j  8th  of  September,  Martin  Alonzo  Pinzon, 
captain,  of  the  Pinta,  being  a-head,  lay  to  for  the  ad- 
miral, and  informed  him,  that  he  had  £cqu  a  great 
number  of  birds  flying  to  the  weftward,  fo  that  he 
expected  that  night  to  difcover  land,  which  indeed 
he  thought  was  already  vifible  at  about  fifteen  leagues 
diftant  to  the  northward.  But  the  admiral  was  con- 
vinced of  its  being  a  deception,  and  therefore  would 
lofe  no  time  in  altering  his -courfe, 'notwithftanding 
the  felicitations  .of  his  people,  who  were  very  well 
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difpofed  to  credit  fuch  an  agreeable  illufion.  How- 
ever, as  the  wind  began  to  frefhen,  they  took  in  their 
topfails  at  nighty  and  on  the  19th  of  September,  in 
the  morning,  the  admiral  feeing  a  number  of  fea-gulls, 
began  to  conceive  hopes  of  land,  from  which  he  fup- 
poied  thefe  fowl  would  not  fly  a  great  way  :  he  there- 
fore founded,  but  found  no  bottom  with  a  line  of 
200  fathoms  -9  however,  he  perceived  the  current  now 
fet  to  the  fouth-weft.  Three  days  after  they  took  a 
bird  like  an  heron,  faw  abundance  of  weeds,  and  in 
the  evening  were  vifited  by  three  land  birds  finging, 
which  flew  away  at  day-break,  and  confirmed  the  ad- 
miral in  the  opinion  that  he  could  not  be  far  from 
land.  Next  day,  they  faw  a  tropic  bird,  and  fuch  a. 
quantity  of  weeds,  as,  alarmed  the  people,  who  be- 
gan to  fear  that  their  courfe  would  be  impeded. 

The  wind  now  blew  from  the  fouth-weft,  which 
though  contrary,  gave  Columbus  great  fatisfaction, 
as  he  could  now  convince  the  crew  of  the  vanity  of 
their  fears,  in  fuppoflng,  that  as  the  wind  had  been 
always  right  a-ftern,  they  fhould  never  have  a  fair 
gale  to  carry  them  back  to  their  own  country.  But 
in  fpight  of  all  his  reafons  and  remonftrances,  the 
crew  began  to  murmur,  from  an  apprehenfion  of 
perifhing  at  fea,  in  queft  of  a  country  which  in  all 
probability  had  no  exiftence  ;  and  their  difcontent 
rofe  to  fuch  a  height,  that  a  mutiny  would  certainly 
have  enfued,  had  not  a  briik  wind  fprung  up  at  weft- 
no.rth-weft,  and  demonftrated  that  they  would  always 
have  a  chance  for  returning,  notwithftanding  the  in- 
fi nuations  of  fome,  who  had  affirmed  that  the  firft 
change  was  no  fettled  breeze,  but  a  tranfient  purT, 
which  made  no  impreffion  upon  the  furface  of  the 
fea.  At  the  fame  time  their  hopes  of  difcovering  land 
were  revived,  by  the  fight  of  a  dove  that  flew  oyer 
the  fhip,  and  feveral  fmall  birds  that  came  from  the 
weft.  -  *  ' 

But  the  mortification  of  the  people  was  greater  in 
proportion  as  they  had  been  elated  by  thefe  figns, 
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when  they  found  themfelves  difappointed :  and  now, 
they  not  only  loudly  complained,  but  even  began  to 
cabal  againft  the  admiral,  who  they  faid,  from  a 
foolifh  and  ill-grounded  notion,  had  formed  the  de- 
fign  of  raifing  his  own  family  and  fortune  at  their  ex- 
pence.  They  declared  that  they  had  already  pro- 
ceeded far  enough  to  demonftrate  their  courage  and 
perfeverance,  and  that  it  was  now  high  time  to  re- 
turn to  their  friends  and  country,  even  though  force 
fhould  be  neceflary  to  obtain  the  admiral's  confent. 
It  was  even  actually  propofed  to  throw  him  over- 
board, and  to  declare  at  their  return,  that  while  he 
was  eagerly  employed  in  making  obfervations,  he 
cafually  dropped  into  the  ocean. 

This  fpirit  of  mutiny  among  the  failors  was  not  un- 
known to  Columbus,  who  exerted  uncommon  addrefs 
in  quelling  it ;  fometimes  by  reprefenting  the  duty 
they  owed  to  him,  who  wTas  veiled  with  a  legal  au- 
thority, which  he  was  refolved  to  maintain  at  the 
hazard  of  his  life ;  and  fometimes  by  reproaching 
them  with  their  impatience  and  pufillanimity,  which 
even  the  moil  apparent  figns  of  land  could  not  re- 
move. In  a  word,  he  demonflrated  the  folly  of  their 
fears,  foothed  the  anxiety  of  their  minds,  and  encou- 
raged their  hopes,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  prevented 
them  from  taking  any  refolution  to  the  prejudice  of 
the  enterprize. 

On  the  25th  day  of  September,  about  fun-fetting, 
Pinzon,  whofe  mip  was  a-head  of  the  admiral,  all  of 
a  fudden,  called  out,  Land !  land!  and  pointed  to- 
wards the  fouth-wefl,  where  they  perceived  fome- 
thing  like  an  ifland,  about  twenty-five  leagues  dif- 
tant :  this  appearance  was  fo  agreeable  to  the  men, 
that  they  gave  thanks  to  God  with  great  fervency  of 
devotion  ;  and  though  Columbus  was  perfuaded  it 
was  nothing  more  than  a  deception,  yet,  in  com- 
pliance with  their  clamorous  demand,  flood  towards 
the  fuppofed  ifland,  during  the  befl  part  of  the  night ; 
feyt  in  the  morning  they  faw  it  yanifli  in  the  clouds, 

oa 
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on  which  their  defpondency  returned,  and  they  re* 
newed  their  complaints.  The  admiral  however  per- 
fxfted  in  the  execution  of  his  purpofe,  with  a  fteadi- 
iiefs  and  intrepidity  peculiar  to  himfelf.  Three  days 
after,  they  perceived  the  currents  were  altogether  ir- 
regular; and  on  the  29th  they  faw  fome  gulls,  and 
abundance  of  flying  fifh. 

On  the  firft  day  of  October,  the  pilot  of  the  ad- 
miral's fhip  was  by  account  578  leagues  weft  of  the 
iQand  of  Ferro ;  though  the  reckoning  of  Columbus 
amounted  to  707.  On  the  third,  feeing  no  birds, 
they  conjectured,  that  they  had  palled  between  fome 
iOands ;  and  the  men  earneftly  entreated  the  admiral 
to  fleer  either  to  the  one  fide  or  the  other,  in  queft 
of  the  land  they  imagined  they  had  left :  but  he  re- 
fufed  to  comply  with  their  intreaties,  being  unwilling 
to  lofe  the  favourable  wind  that  carried  him  to  the 
weftward,  which  he  accounted  his  fureft  courfe,  and 
would  not  take  any  ftep  to  leifen  the  reputation  of 
his  undertaking,  which  mufc  have  fullered  in  the 
opinion  of  his  people,  had  he  changed  his  courfe 
from  that  which  he  had  all  along  allured  them  would 
terminate  in  the  accomplishment  of  their  wifhes. 
This  fortitude  of  the  admiral  they  interpreted  into 
obftinacy  and  madnefs,  and  were  actually  on  the  brink 
of  taking  fome  defperate  ftep  to  his  prejudice,  when 
their  fury  was  appealed  by  the  arrival  of  above  forty 
fparrows,  and  fome  other  land  birds  that  came  from 
the  weftwacd,  and  Hew  over  their  fleet. 

On  the  7th  of  October,  fome  imperfect  flgns  of 
land  appeared  in  that  quarter,  but  no  man  on  board 
'would  venture  to  mention  it,  becaufe  their  catholic 
majefties,  who  hadpromifed  a  penfion  of  thirty  crowns 
for  life,  to  him  who  mould  firft  difcover  land,  had 
likewife  decreed,  that  whofoever  mould  cry  land ! 
three  days  before  it  was  actually  made,  mould  forfeit 
the  reward,  even  though  it  mould  afterwards  prove 
that  he  was  really  the-  firft  perfon  who  perceived  it. 
But  notwithstanding  this  precaution,  the  Nina,  which 

feeing 
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being  the  bed  failer,  kept  always  a-head,  fired  a  gun, 
and  hoifted  her  colours,  in  token  of  land ;  but  the 
farther  they  failed,  the  more  they  were  convinced  of 
their  miftake;  for  the  appearance  that  milled  them 
totally  vanifhed  as  they  advanced.  Next  day,  how- 
ever, they  were  in  fome  meafure  confoled  for  their 
difappointment,  by  flights  of  large  fowl  and  fmall 
Jand  birds  flying  towards  the  ibuth-weft  :  and  the  ad- 
miral being  fully  perfuaded  that  they  could  not  go 
far  to  fea,  he  in  imitation  of  the  Portuguefe,  who  had 
difcovered  many  iflancls  by  following  the  direction 
of  fuch  birds,  altered  his  courfe  and  flood  to  the 
fouth-weft,  having  now  run  750  leagues  to  the  weft- 
ward  of  the  Canaries. 

On  the  8th  of  October  they  were  vifi ted  by  twelve 
•finging  birds,  of  different  colours,  and  faw  a  great 
number  of  jays,  gulls,  and  ducks,  flying  towards  the 
font  h- we  ft  ;  they  like  wife  perceived  the  air  to  be  frefh 
and  odoriferous,  as  at  Sevii  in  the  month  of  April : 
■but  the  crew  had  been  fo  often  deceived,  that  even 
thefe  certain  figns  could  not  fupprefs  their  murmurs, 
which,  during  the  two  fucceeding  days,  increafed  to 
fuch  a  degree,  in  fpite  of  all  the  efforts  of  the  admiral, 
that  he  would  not  have  been  able  much  longer  to 
withfland  the  ftorm,  which  was  ready  to  burn:  upon 
his  head,  had  not  fuch  evident  tokens  of  their  being 
near  the  land  appeared,  as  could  not  be  diiputed  but 
by  the  molt  obltinate  and  incredulous  among  them. 

On  the  nth  of  October,  thofe  on  board  of  the 
admiral  faw  a  green  rufli,  together  with  a  large  rock 
fim,  fwim  by  the  fhip ;  the  people  of  the  Pinta  dis- 
covered a  cane  floating,  and  took  up  a  ftaff  curioufly 
wrought,  together  with  a  fmall  board,  and  abundance 
.of  weeds,  newly  wafhed  from  the  banks  on  which 
fchey  grew.  A  branch  of  thorn  full  cf  red  berries 
was  alio  at  the  fame  time  perceived  by  the  crew  of 
the  Nina. 

Being  therefore  now  afifured  of  the  vicinity  of  land, 
the  admiral  harangued  his  men  at  night,  after  prayers, 
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reminding  them  of  the  mercy  of  God,  in  granting 
them  fair  weather  during  fuch  a  long  voyage,  and 
exhorting  them  to  be  extremely  vigilant  for  that 
night,  as  he  firmly  expected  to  fee  land  next  day ; 
and  in  order  to  encourage  them,  not  only  mentioned 
the  penfion  of  thirty  crowns,  but  alfo  promifed  to  give 
a  velvet  doublet  to  him  who  mould  be  the  firft  dif- 
coverer.  After  this  fpeech,  he,  about  ten  o'clock  at 
night,  retired  to  the  great  cabbin,  from  whence  per- 
ceiving what  he  imagined  to  be  a  light  on  more,  he 
called  to  one  Peter  Gutierres,  who  foon  plainly  faw  it, 
and  conjectured  it  to  be  a  candle  or  torch  belonging 
toibme hTnerman  or  traveller,  becaufe  it  feemed  to 
move,  vanifh,  and  appear  by  turns.  This  increafed 
their  vigilance  and  caution,  though  they  ftill  held  on 
their  courfe  till  about  two  in  the  morning,  when  the 
Pinta  being  far  a-head  gave  the  fignal  of  land,  which 
was  firft  difcovered  by  a  failor,  called  Roderick  de 
Triana,  at  the  diftance  of  two  leagues :  but  the  pen- 
lion  was  granted  to  the  admiral,  who  had  perceived 
the  light  fome  hours  before.  The  mips  now  all  lay 
to,  and  the  people  waited  for  morning  with  the 
utmoft  impatience,  that  they  might  feaft  their  eyes 
with  viewing  an  object  fo  long  and  fo  ardently  de- 
fired. 

Nor  were  they  now  difappointed ;  for  the  dawn  no 
fooner  appeared,  than  they  perceived  an  ifland,  about 
fifteen  leagues  in  length,  almoft  one  continued  plain, 
covered  with  trees,  fupplied  with  delicious  ftreams, 
and  having  a  large  lake  in  the  middle.  It  was  inha- 
bited by  a  number  of  people,  who  ran  down  to  the 
more  aftonifhed  at  the  fight  of  the  fhips,  which  they 
at  firft  miftook  for  living  creatures.  In  the  mean 
time,  the  Spaniards  were  inflamed  by  the  moft  eager 
euriovity,  to  know  the  particulars  of  this  interefting 
difcovery  :  and  the  vefTels  were  no  fooner  brought  to 
an  anchor,  than  the  admiral  went  afhore  with  his  boat 
well  armed.,  and  the  royal  ftandard  difplayed,  at- 
tended 
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tended  by  the  other  two  captains  in  their  refpeclivc 
boats,  with  the  particular  enfigns  of  this  enterprize. 

They  were  no  fooner  landed  than  they  kneeled  on 
the  fhore,  giving  thanks  to  God  for  his  indulgence, 
and  kifled  the  ground  with  tears  of  joy.  The  admiral 
then  Handing  up,  called  the  ifland  St.  Salvador*,  and 
took  pofTeflion  of  it  for  their  catholic  majeities,  with 
the  folemnity  proper  on  fuch  occafions.  This  cere- 
mony being  performed,  he  was  acknowledged  as  ad- 
miral and  viceroy,  by  the  Spaniards,  who  now  im- 
plored his  pardon  for  the  affronts  and  infuits  he  had 
fuflained  from  their  fear  and  wane  of  refulution,  and 
readily  fwore  to  obey  him  as  the  reprel.  ntative  of 
their  catholic  majefties. 

A  multitude  of  the  Indians  being  prefent  at  the 
tranfaction,  and  appearing  to  be  very  limple,  quiet, 
and  peaceable,  Columbus  diftributed  among  them 
fome  red  caps,  firings  of  glafs  beads,  and  other  things 
of  fmall  value,  which  they  received  with  tranfport  -y 
and  when  he  returned  to  his  fhip,  fome  of  them  (warn 
after  him,  and  others  followed  in  canoes  with  parrots, 
bottoms  of  fpun  cotton,  javelins,  and  other  trifles, 
to  barter  for  beads,  bells,  and  other  inconfiderable 
toys.  Few  of  them  feemed  to  be  above  the  age  of 
thirty.  They  were  of  a  middle  flature,  well  fhaped, 
of  an  olive  colour,  with  thick  lank  black  hair,  gene- 
rally cut  fhort  above  the  ears,  though  fome  let  it 
grow  down  to  their  ihoulders,  and  tied  it  about  their 
head  like  the  trefTes  of  women :  their  countenances 
were  open,  and  their  features  regular  -,  but  their  high 
foreheads  gave  a  wildnefs  to  their  afpeel:.  The  faces 
of  fome,  and  bodies  of  others,  were  painted  black, 
white,  and  red ;  and  all  of  them,  female  as  well  as 
male,  were  Hark  naked.  So  little  were  they  ac- 
quainted with  European  arms,  that  they  handled  a 
naked  fword  by  the  edge,  without  fufpe&ing  its  mif- 
chievous  quality  j  they  uied  javelins  of  wood,  armed 

*  Now  knGwn  by  the  name  of  Cat-ifland, 

with 
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with  fifh-bone,  being  totally  deftitute  of  iron.  And 
the  Spaniards  obferving  that  they  had  marks  of 
wounds  on  their  bodies,  fome  of  them  were  afked  by 
figns  how  thefe  fears  were  acquired  ?  They  anfwered, 
in  the  fame  kind  of  language,  that  they  received 
them  in  their  own  defence,  again  ft  the  inhabitants  of 
other  iflands,  who  came  with  a  view  to  enflave  them. 
They  feemed  to  be  an  ingenious  people,  and  pofTerTed 
a  volubility  of  tongue,  fo  as  to  repeat  the  words  they 
heard  with  a  very  diftindt  pronunciation. 

The  next  morning  being  the  13  th  of  Oclober,  a 
great  number  of  thefe  Indians  came  aboard  in  their 
canoes,  which  are  made  by  hollowing  the  trunk  of  a 
tree,  fome  of  them  being  fo  fmall  as  to  hold  one  per- 
fon  only,  and  others  large  enough  to  contain  forty  : 
they  were  rowed  with  paddles,  and  fo  light,  that  if 
they  chance  to  be  overfet,  the  rowers  could  eafily  turn 
them  again,  and  empty  the.  water  with  calabafnes, 
which  for  that  purpofe  they  always  carried  with 
them. 

Thefe  Indians  had  neither  jewels  nor  any  kind  of 
metal,  except  fome  fmall  plates  of  gold  that  hung  at 
their  nofcrils,  and  as  they  expreiTed  by  figns,  came 
from  the  ibuth  and  fouth-weft,  where  there  were 
many  princes,  iflands,  and  countries. 

At  the  fame  time  they  were  fo  fond  of  poneiling 
any  thing  belonging  to  the  Spaniards,  that  if  they 
could  pick  up  a  bit  of  broken  earthen  ware  upon  the 
deck,  they  would  leap  into  the  lea  and  fwim  afhore 
with  it.  They  were  ready  to  exchange  any  thing  they 
had  for  the  greateil  trifles,  and  fome  of  them  gave 
five  and  twenty  pounds  of  well  fpun  cotton  for  three 
fmall  pieces  of  Portuguefe  brafs  coin  not  worth  a  far- 
thing •,  not  that  they  believed  the  things  they  pur- 
chafed  were  of  any  intrinsic  value,  but  becauie  they 
were  defirous  of  preferving  fome  memorial  of  thofe 
white  men,  whom  they  looked  upon  as  people  de- 
fended from  heaven. 
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On  the  14th  of  October,  the  admiral  in  his  boats 
coafted  the  ifland  toward  the  north-weft,  until  he 
found  a  large  bay  or  harbour,  large  enough  to  contaia 
all  the  (hips  of  Europe.  He  was  attended  by  mul- 
titudes of  the  inhabitants,  exprefrlng  their  wonder  and 
regard  by  a  thoufand  gefticulations.  At  length  the 
admiral  arrived  at  a  peninfula,  where  he  faw  half  a 
dozen  of  their  houfes  and  plantations,  as  pleafant  as 
thofe  of  Caftile  in  the  month  of  May.  But,  finding 
this  was  not  the  land  he  looked  for,  he  took  feven  of 
thefe  Indians  to  ferve  as  interpreters,  and  returning  to 
his  fhips  failed  on  the  difcovery  of  other  iflands  vifible 
from  the  peninfula. 

The  next  day,  after  failing  feven  leagues,  he  ar- 
rived at  the  weft  end  of  one  of  thefe  iflands,  about 
ten  leagues  in  length,  which  he  denominated  St« 
Mary  of  the  Conception  -9  but,  perceiving  no  differ- 
ence between  the  inhabitants  of  this  ifland  and  thole 
of  St.  Salvador,  nor  any  thing  worth  notice  in  its 
productions,  he  continued  his  courfe  weftward,  and 
anchored  upon  the  coaft  of  a  much  larger  ifland,  ex- 
tending north-weft  and  fouth-eaft,  above  eight  and 
twenty  leagues.  Before  he  reached  this  pleafant  fpot, 
which  he  named  Fernandina,  he  took  up  an  Indian  in 
a  final!  canoe,  furnifhed  with  a  piece  of  their  bread,  a 
.caiabafh  full  of  water,  and  a  little  earth  like  vermi- 
lion, with  which  thofe  people  paint  their  bodies  ;  he 
was  likewife  provided  with  fome  dry  leaves,  valued 
for  their  agreeable  and  wholefome  fmell ;  and  a  little 
bafket,  containing  a  firing  of  glafs.  beads,  and  two 
fmall  pieces  of  Portuguefe  money  5  from  which  cir- 
cumftances  it  appeared  he  was  bound  from  St.  Salva- 
dor to  Fernandina,  with  the  ftrange  news  of  the  ad- 
miral's arrival ;  but  the  voyage  being  long,  he  was 
weary  with  paddling,  and  de fired  to  be  taken  on 
board.  Columbus  granted  his  re.queft,  treated  him 
courteouily,  and  fent  him  on  more,  that  he  might 
prepoffefs  the  natives  of  Fernandina  in  favour  of  the 
Spaniards,  The  fuccefs  anfwered  the  admiral's  ex- 
pectation -s 
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peculation  ;  for,  in  confequence  of  the  favourable  ac- 
count given  by  the  Indian,  the  iflanders  came  aboard 
in  their  canoes,  to  barter  with  the  fame  fort  of  com- 
modities found  at  St.  Salvador  •,  but  they  feemed  to 
have  more  fagacity  than  the  other,  and  made  more 
advantageous  bargains  :  they  had  fome  cotton  cloth 
in  their  houfes,  and  the  women  wore  a  kind  of  fhort 
petticoat  or  fwathe  round  the  middle.  Here  were 
fome  trees  that  feemed  to  have  been  ingrafted,  as  they 
bore  leaves  or  branches  of  four  or  five  feveral  forts  i 
there  was  plenty  of  fifh,  of  different  fhapes  and  co- 
lours, lizards,  and  fnakes,  and  fome  dogs*  which 
however  did  not  bark ;  their  houfes  were  built  like 
tents,  almoft  entirely  void  of  furniture  ;  and  the  beds 
in  which  they  lay,  were  like  nets  hanging  from  two 
pofts.  Columbus,  finding  nothing  valuable  in  this 
ifland,  failed  on  the  19th  of  October  to  another,  on 
which  he  beftowed  the  name  of  Ifabella,  in  honour  of 
her  catholic  majefty.  This  far  exceeded  the  others 
in  goodnefs,  beauty,  and  extent.  It  abounded  with 
delicious  ftreams,  pleafant  meadows  and  groves,  and 
the  profpect  was  finely  diverfified  with  hills,  which 
the  reft  wanted.  The  admiral,  enamoured  of  its 
beauty,  landed  to  perform  the  ceremony  of  taking 
poffefiion,  and  walked  through  fome  meadows  as 
green  and  delightful  as  thofe  of  Spain  in  the  month 
of  April.  Here  the  ear  was  ravifhed  with  the  fongs 
of  nightingales  and  other  birds,  which  not  only  hop- 
ped from  bough  to  bough,  but  even  flew  through 
the  air  in  fuch  fwarms  as  darkened  the  day.  Near 
one  of  the  lakes,  of  which  there  was  great  plenty,  the 
Spaniards,  with  their  fpears,  killed  an  alligator  ieven 
feet  long,  which  though  at  that  time  they  looked  up- 
on with  horror,  they  afterwards  fkinned  and  ate, 
being  the  moll  delicious  food  ufed  among  the  Indians, 
by  whom  they  are  called  yvanas. 

Having  made  himfelf  acquainted  with  the  produce 
of  Ifabella,  and  the  manners  of  its  inhabitants,  Co- 
lumbus  was    unwilling  to  lofe   more   time  among 

thofe 
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thofe  iflands,  and  therefore  fet  fail  with  a  fair  wind 
for  a  large  country,  extolled  by  the  Indians,  under 
the  name  of  Cuba,  lying  towards  the  fouth ;  at  the 
north  fide  of  which  he  arrived  on  the  28th  of  October. 
This  land  exhibited  a  mod  enchanting  variety  of  hills 
and  dales,  woods  and  plains,  and  appeared  to  be  of 
great  confequence,  by  the  extent  of  its  eoafts,  and 
the  largenefs  of  its  rivers. 

The  admiral,  in  order  to  obtain  fome  intelligence 
of  the  natives,  anchored  in  a  large  river,  the  banks 
of  which  were  fhaded  by  thick  and  tall  trees,  adorned 
with  bloffoms  and  fruit  altogether  unknown  in  Eu- 
rope, and  the  ground  was  clothed  with  grafs  of  a  moil 
luxuriant  growth.  The  Spaniards  entered  two  houfes 
which  were  deferted  by  the  people,  who,  terrified  at 
the  appearance  of  the  mips,  had  betaken  thernfelves 
to  flight.  They,  however,  fuftained  no  damage ; 
for  the  Chriftians,  without  touching  any  of  their 
Utenfils,  reimbarked,  and  continued  their  courfe 
weftward,  until  they  arrived  at  the  mouth  of  another 
river,  which  the  admiral  called  de  Mares.  This  be- 
ing more  confiderable  than  the  other,  the  mips  en- 
tered and  failed  up  a  good  way,  and  the  banks  were 
all  along  inhabited  *,  but  here  too  the  natives  0ed, 
with  all  the  effects  they  could  carry,  to  tshe  mountains, 
which  appeared  round  and  lofty,  covered  with  ver- 
dant and  {lately  trees. 

Senfible  that  he  mould  never  be  able  to  learn  tHe 
nature  of  this  ifla'nd,  if  the  inhabitants  mould  conti- 
nue to  avoid  him  in  this  manner,  and  fearing  to  irv 
creafe  their  terror  by  landing  a  number  of  men.  Cor 
lumbus  ordered  two  Chriftians,  attended  by  an  In- 
dian of  St.  Salvador,  and  another  of  Cuba,  who  had 
ventured  to  come  aboard  with  his  canoe,  to  travel 
up  into  the  country,  and  endeavour,  by  an  engaging 
behaviour,  to  remove  the  terror  of  the  people. 
In  the  mean  time  he  directed  the  fhip  to  be  careened  ; 
on  which  qccafion  he  obferved  that  their  fuel  was 
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maftick  wood,  of  which  there  was  great  plenty  all 
over  the  ifland. 

By  the  5th  of  November  the  fliip  was  repaired  and 
ready  to  fail,  when  the  two  Spaniards  returned,  ac- 
companied by  two  Indians  of  rank,  and  informed  the 
admiral  that  they  had  travelled  twelve  leagues  into  the 
country,  where  they  found  a  town  confrfting  of  fifty 
wooden  houies  covered. with  ftraw,  made  like  thofe 
in  the  other  iilands,  which  contained  about  one  thou- 
fand  perfons  \   that  they  were  met  by  the  principal 
men  of  the  place,  who  led  them  by  the  arms  to  the 
town,  where  they  were  accommodated  with  afpacious 
lodging,  and  feated  upon  wooden  benches,  formed 
in  the  fhaoes  of  ftranse  animals,  with  their  tails  lifted 
up  for  leaning  places,  and  eyes  and  ears  of  gold. 
Being  feated  on  thefe  benches,  the  Indians  took  their 
places  round  them  on  the  floor,  and  came  one  by  one 
to  kils  the  hands  and  feet  of  thefe  ftrangers,  whom 
they  fuppcfed  to  have  come  from  heaven  :   they,  at 
the  fame  time,  treated  them  with  fome  boiled  roots, 
not  unlike  chefnuts  in  tafte,  and  earnefdy  intreated 
them  to  flay  fome  days,  to  repofe  and  refrefh  them- 
felves.     After  the  men  had  thus  fulfilled  the  rites  of 
hofpitality,    they   retired  and    made   room   for  the 
women,  who,'  with  the  fame  exprefiions  of  venera- 
tion, killed  their  hands  and  feet,    and  entertained 
them  with  their  homely  fare.     This  favourable  re- 
ception they  owed   to  their  two  Indian  attendants, 
who  had  reprefented  the  Spaniards  as  a  humane  and 
generous  people. 

When  they  &t  out  on  their  return  for  the  fliip,  a 
great  number  of  people  propofed  to  accompany 
them  5  but  they  refilled  this  courteous  offer,  and 
would  accept  of  none  but  the  king  and  his  fon, 
whom  the  admiral  treated  with  great  civility  and  re- 
fpect  Under  the  protection,  of  this  efcorte,  the 
two  Spaniards  were  kindly  entertained  at  feveral 
petty  towns,  and  met  with  a  great  number  of  the 
inhabitants,    who  always  carried  lighted  brands  to. 

kindle 
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kindle  their  fires,  with  which  they  roafted thofe  roots. 
which  conftituted  their  chief  food,  and  to  perfume 
themfelves  with  certain  herbs  they  gathered  for  that 
purpofe.  They  like  wife  faw  a  variety  of  birds  and 
fowl,  among  which  were  partridges  and  nightingales, 
but  no  quadrupeds,  except  thofe  filent  dogs  we  have 
already  mentioned  :  great  part  of  the  land  was  cul- 
tivated, and  bore,  belides  the  bread-root*  and  a  fort 
of  beans,  a  kind. of  grain  called  maiz,  of  which 
was  made  a  very  well  tailed  flour.  Their  principal 
manufacture  was  cotton,,  gathered  from  trees  grow- 
ing fpontaneaufly,  without  the  leaft  care  or  culture. 
The  Indians  afterwards  carried  great  quantities  of 
this  cotton  on  board  the  fhips,  where  they  ex- 
changed a  bailcet  full  for  a  thong  of  leather $  in- 
deed it  could  be  of  no  great  value  to  themfelves,  as 
they  go  naked,  and  make  nothing  of  it  but  ham- 
mocks  and  fhort  aprons  for  the  women. 

They  had  neither  gold,  pearls  nor  fpices,  but 
pointed  towards  the  eaft,  to  a  country  called  Bohio, 
where  all  thefe-particulars  abounded. 

In  confequence  of  this  information,  the  admiral 
refolved  to  fail  thither  5  but  before  he  departed  from 
Cuba,  he  took  twelve  Indians,  men,  .women,  and 
children,  whom  he  intended  to  carry  into  Spain  y 
and  this  feizere  was  made  with  fo  little  diftur- 
bance,  that  a  man  who  was  a,  hufband  to  one  of 
the  females,  came  aboard  in  his.  canoe,  and  begged 
he  might  accompany  his  wife  and  children  :  the  ad- 
miral, being  very  well  pleafed  with  this  inftance  of 
natural  affection,  granted  his  requeit,  and  treated 
them  with  great  tendernefs  and  refpect. 

On  the  13th  of  November,  he  returned  to  the 
eaftward  in  iearch  of  the  ifland  of  Bohio ;  but  the 
wind  blowing  hard  at  north,  he  was  obliged  to  .come 
to  an  anchor  again,  among  fo.rne  high  lands  near  a 
large  harbour,  which  he  called  del  Principe  5  the 
fea  in  the  neighbourhood  of  this  port,  being  co- 
vered with  iflands  that  lay  fo  cfofe  together,  than  the 
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greateft  diftance  between  any  two  of  them  did  not 
exceed  a  quarter  of  a  league :  they  produced  a 
number  of  green  trees,  among  others  the  maftic, 
aloes,  and  palm. 

Columbus,  on  the  19th  of  November,  puttofea, 
from  Prince's  Port,  fleered  eaflward  for  the  iOand 
of  Bohio  or  Hifpaniola ;  but  the  wind  being  con- 
trary, he  was  forced  to  ply  two  or  three  days  be- 
tween the  iflands  of  Cuba  and  Ifabella.  During 
this  interval,  he  was  deferted  by  Martin  Alonzo 
Pinzon,  who  having  been  informed  by  fome  Indians 
whom  he  had  concealed  in  his  caraval,  that  Bohio 
abounded  with  s:old,  made  ufe  of  the  advantage  he 
derived  from  his  vefTel,  which  was  a  prime  failer, 
and  left  Columbus  in  the  night,  with  a  view  to  an- 
ticipate his  fuccefs,  and  engrofs  the  treafure  of  that 
wealthy  country, — Thus  abandoned  by  one  of  his 
conforts,  and  the  weather  growing  too  rough  to 
keep  the  fea,  Columbus  returned  to  another  har- 
bour in  Cuba,  which  he  named  St,  Catherine's* 
Here  while  the  crews  were  employed  in  taking  in 
wood  and  water,  he  by  accident  perceived  figns  of 
gold  on  fome  Hones  in  the  river,  and,  farther  up  the 
country,  faw  mountains  covered  with  fuch  tall  pines 
as  would  furnifh  mails  for  the  largefl  fhips  5  toge- 
ther with  plenty  of  excellent  oak  for  planks.  In 
his  run  along  the  coafl,  for  ten  or  twelve  leagues  to 
the  fouth-eaft,  he  difcovered  many  large  rivers  and 
excellent  harbours,  and  was  ravifhed  at  the  beau- 
ty of  the  country.  He  called  the  place  Puerto 
Santo,  and  faid  that  on  entering  the  river,  he 
found  from  five  to  eight  fathoms  of  water;  and 
proceeding  a  confiderable  way  farther  up  in  his, 
boat,  he  was  delighted  with  the  tranfparency 
of  the  water,  through  which  he  could  plainly 
fee  the  fandy  bottom ;  and  with  the  abundance  and 
variety  of  verdant  plains  and  lofty  trees,  inhabited  by 
birds  of  different  notes  and  plumage.  He  added,  that 
he  was  even  tempted  in  this  delicious  fpot  to  fix  his 

habitation. 
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^habitation  for  life.  In  this  progrefs  he  faw  a  canoe 
drawn  upon  land,  as  large  as  a  twelve  oar  barge,  and 
afterward  faw  another  canoe,  formed  out  of  the 
trunk  of  a  fingle  tree  feventy  feet  in  length,  capable 
of  containing  fifty  men. 

After  failing  106  leagues  along  the  more,  the  ad- 
miral arrived  at  the  eaft  end  of  Cuba,  which  he 
called  Alpha ;  and  on  the  5th  of  December  failed 
again  for  Bohio,  which,  though  only  fixteen  leagues 
diftant,  he  was  prevented  by  the  currents  till  the 
next  day,  when  he  anchored  in  a  port  which  he 
called  St.  Nicholas,  in  honour  of  that  faint,  whofe 
feftival  it  happened  to  be.  This  harbour  is  large, 
deep,  fafe,  and  encompaffed  with  many  tall  trees  * 
though  the  country  is  rocky,  and  the  trees  in  gene- 
ral not  fo  large  as  thofe  of  Cuba.  He  could  not 
however  eftablifh  an  intercourfe  with  the  inhabitants, 
who  fled  at  his  approach,  fo  that  he  ran  along  the 
coaft  to  the  northward,  until  he  arrived  at  a  port 
which  he  called  the  Conception  -9  and  observing  that 
the  country  was  very  extenlive,  and  refembled  the 
coaft  of  Spain  not  only  in  the  trees  and  plants,  but 
alfo  in  the  fifhes,  the  admiral  beftowed  upon  it  the 
appellation  ©f  Efpannola. — — Here  he  faw  numbers 
of  the  natives,  who  fled  from  his  men  with  great 
precipitation  \  but  having  at  length  caught  a  young 
woman,  who  had  a  plate  of  gold  hanging  at  her 
nofe,  fhe  v/as  carried  to  the  fhips,  and  prefented 
with  feveral  baubles,  ilich  as  bells  and  glafs  beads, 
then,  without  having  received  the  leafl  infult,  dif- 
miffed  to  the  town  where  fhe  dwelt,  attended  by 
three  Spaniards  and  as  many  Indians. 

The  next  day,  eleven  men  going  on  more  well 
armed,  travelled  four  leagues  up  the  country  to  a 
large  village  confifting  of  a  thoufand  houfes,  and 
though  the  inhabitants  fled  as  ufual  at  their  approach, 
they  foon  returned,  at  the  perfuafion  of  a  St.  Sal- 
vador Indian, -who  went  after  them,  and  reprefented 
the  Chriflians  in  a  favourable   light.      They   now 
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gazed  upon  them  with  equal  aftonifhment  and  aweV 
as  a  people  come  from  heaven,  prefented  them  with* 
victuals,  and  prefTed  them  to  ftay  all  night  in  their 
village.  The  Spaniards  declined  accepting  this  invi- 
tation, and  returning  to  the  fhips5  reported  that  the 
country  was  pleafant  and  fertile,  and  the  people 
whiter  and  handfomer  than  thofe  whom  they  had  hi- 
therto feen  %  that  they  were  tractable  and  courteous, 
and  gave  them  to  understand  that  the  gold  was  found 
in  a  country  farther  to  the  eaftward. 

This  account  induced  Columbus  to  fet  fail  imme- 
diately ;  and  on  the  15th  day  of  "December,  while  he 
plied  between  Hifpaniola  and  Tortuga,  in  a  very, 
rough-  fea,  he  took  up  an  Indian  from  a  little  canoe^ 
whom  he  was  furprized  to  fee  live  in  fuch  tempeftuous 
weather,  and  fet  him  fafe  afhore,  with  fome  prefent 
of  fmall- value.  This  man  having  ■  fignined  to  his 
countrymen  how  kindly  he  had  been  treated,  they 
ventured  to  come  aboard,  but  brought  nothing  of 
confequence,  except  fome  fa  all  grains  of  gold  hang- 
ing to  their  ears  and  noftrils,  of  which,  as  they  ex- 
prexTed  by  figns,  there  was  a  great  quantity  higher 
up  in  the  country.     - 

The  next  day,  while  the  Spaniards  were  on  more, 
bartering  with  the  cacique  or  lord  of  that  diftricl  for 
a  plate  of  gold,  a  canoe  with  forty  men  approached 
from  the  ifland  of  Tortuga,  and  the  cacique  no  fooner 
perceived  them,  than  he  and  his  people  fat  down  on 
the  ilraiid,  in  fignal  that  they  mould  not  commit 
hoililities :  but  notwithstanding  this  token  of  peace, 
they  landed  ,  upon  which  he  rofe,  and  commanded 
them  ftefnly  to  re-embark;  at  the  fame  time  he  pre- 
fented a  ftone  to  one  of  the  Spanifii  officers,  defiring 
him  to  throw  it  at  the  Tortugans,  as  a  proof  that  he 
would  efponfe  the  caufe  of  the  firangers  againft  the 
Indians  of  the  canoe.  This  fpirited  conduct  had  the 
defined  efrecl,  and  the  Tortugans  immediately  re- 
turned to  their  own  iflandj  without  committing  the 
iea-ft  iritell. 

The 
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The  fame  cacique,  on  the  18th  of  December,  came 
down  in  ftaee,  being  carried  on  a  palankine,  and  at- 
tended by  two  hundred  men  as  naked  as  himfelf. 
He  now  made  no  difficulty  of  going  on  board  the 
admiral,  who  was  at  dinner,  and  entered  the  cabbin 
without  ceremony,  accompanied  by  two  ancient  men, 
who  feemed  to  be  his  -chief  counfellors,  and  fat  down 
at  his  feet;  Columbus  received  the  Indian  chief  with 
great  civility  and  refpecl,  and  treated  him  with  vic- 
tuals and  wine,  which  having  tailed,  he  fent  to  his  peo- 
ple who  remained  on  the  deck.  After  dinner,  during 
which  he  and  his  minifters  fpoke  very  little,  and  that 
with  great  gravity  and' deliberation,  he  prefented  the 
admiral  with  a  wrought  girdle  and  two  thin  pieces 
of  gold  \  in  return  for  which  He  received  a  counter- 
pane, a  firing  of  fine  amber  beads  from  the  admiral's 
own  neck,  a  pair  of  red  fiioes,  and  a  bottle  of  orange-, 
flower  water,  which  were  fo  agreeable  to  the  prince^ 
that,  he  and  his  counfellors  told  Columbus  the  whole 
illand  was  at  his  difpofal.  Then  the  admiral  fur- 
prized  him  with  the  fight  of  a  gold  medal  {lamped 
with,  the  -effigies  of  Ferdinand  and  Ifabeila,  which  he 
confidered  with  admiration,  and  indeed  exprefied  figns 
of  aftonifhment  at  every  thing  he  faw.  -in  the  even- 
ing he  was,  at  his  own  defire,  fent  afhore  in  the  fhip's 
boat,  and  fa-luted  with  the  difcharge  of  feveral  guns, 
the  noifeof  which  filled  him  with  terror/and  amaze- 
ment :  he  was  however  fo  pleafed  with  his  reception, 
that  he  ordered  his  people  to  entertain  the  Spaniards 
who  conducted  him  to  land ;  and  returned  to  the 
place  of  his  refidence,  the  admiral's  prefents  being 
carried  hefore  him  with  great  oftejatation,  by  his  at- 
tendants. 

On  the  24th  of  December,  the  -admiral  weighed 
and  failed  to  a  head-land  fmce  called  Punta  Sancla, 
where  he  anchored  about  a  league  from  fhore,  and 
the  weather  being  quite  calm,  he  retired  to  red, 
which  he  had  not  enjoyed  for  two  days  :  the  crew  fol- 
lowed his  example,  and,  contrary  to  the  orders  he 
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had  always  givers  left  only  a  boy  at  the  helm.  Thi§ 
neglect  proved  fatal  to  the  veffel,  which  about  mid* 
night  was  carried  by  the  current  upon  a  ridge  of  rocks, 
before  any  one  on  board  was  aware  of  the  danger. 
The  admiral  himfelf  was  the  firft,  who  being  waked 
by  the  cries  of  the  boy  at  the  helm,  ran  upon  deck-* 
where  perceiving  their  fituation,  he  ordered  the  mafter 
and  three  failors  to  take  the  boat  and  carry  out  an 
anchor  aftern  ;  but  they,  inftead  of  obeying  his  di- 
rections, rowed  to  the  other  caraval,  to  preferve  their 
own  lives,  without  mewing  the  leaft  concern  for  the 
fafety  of  their  companions.  Columbus,  feeing  him- 
felf deferted  by  his  own  people,  ordered  the  marts  to 
be  cut  away,  and  the  veflel  to  be  lightened  as  much 
aspoffible;  but  all  his  efforts  were  ineffectual,  and 
the  wrater  ebbing  away,  her  fearns  opened,  and  all 
below  deck  was  full  of  water.  The  boat  now  re- 
turned from  the  other  caraval,  which  would  not  re- 
ceive the  men  who  had  fo  bafely  deferted  their  com- 
mander -,  and  the  admiral  feeing  no  hopes  of  faving 
his  own  fhip,  carried  his  men  on  board  of  the  other, 
with  which  he  lay  to  till  morning.  He  then  ap- 
proached the  land  within  the  fhoal,  after  having  dif- 
patched  meffengers  to  inform  the  Indian  chief  of  his 
misfortune,  and  to  folicit  the  affiftance  of  the  natives 
In  unloading  the  veffel.  The  cacique  condoled  their 
misfortune  with  tears,  and  ordered  his  people  to  re- 
pair in  their  canoes  to  the  wreck,  and  obey  the  ad- 
miral's directions  :  and  by  the  affiftance  of  thefe  ho- 
neft  and  friendly  favages,  every  thing  of  value  was 
carried  afhore,  depofited  in  houfes  appointed  on 
purpoie,,  and  guarded  with  the  utmoft  vigilance  and 
fidelity. 

On  the  2&th  of  December,  this  hofpitable  prince, 
whole  name  was  Guacanagari,  paid  another  vifit  to 
the  admiral,  whom  he  conlbled  for  his  lofs  with  many 
demonftrations  of  forrow  and  fympathy,  told  him  he 
might  command  his  whole  fortune,  prefented  him 
%ioh  fonne  vizor  mafks,  the  eyes,  nofe,  and  ears  of 

which 
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Wiich  were  made  of  gold,  and  perceiving  how  fond 
the  Spaniards  were  of  that  metal,  promifed  to  fend 
for  a  great  quantity  from  a  place  called  Cebao.  In 
the  mean  time  a  canoe  arrived  from  a  diftant  ifland 
with  Indians,  who  brought  plates  of  gold  to  exchange 
for  bells,  which  they  valued  above  every  other  com- 
modity -,  while  the  feamen  afhore  carried  on  a  trade 
with  the  natives  of  Hifpaniola,  who  came  from  the 
inland  part  of  the  country,  and  bartered  gold  for 
points  and  other  trifles. 

The  nature  and  productions  of  this  ifland,  together 
with  the  manners  of  the  inhabitants,  fo  highly  pleafed 
the  admiral,  that  he  refolved  to  fettle  a  colony  o£ 
Spaniards,  who,  by  maintaining  a  friendly  intercourfe 
with  the  natives,  might  learn  their  language  and 
Cuftoms,  and  acquire  fuch  information  of  the  wealth 
>and  fituation  of  the  different  parts  of  the  ifland,  as 
could  not  fail  of  being  very  advantageous  to  Spain. 
He  was  alfo  encouraged  to  purfue  this  relblution,  by 
the  behaviour  of  feveral  of  his  men,  who  voluntarily 
offered  to  flay ;  and  the  cacique  was  fo  far  from  taking 
umbrage  at  their  neighbourhood,  that  he  confidered 
them  as  valuable  allies,  who  would  protect  his  people 
from  the  invafions  of  the  Carribee  Indians,  a  favage 
face  of  canibals,  by  whom  they  were  frequently 
killed  and  devoured.  In  order  to  iniinuate  the  im- 
portance of  his  friendfhip,  in  prefence  of  this  prince, 
he  ordered  a  great  gun  to  be  fired  againft  the  fide  of 
the  wreck,  through  which  the  bullet  penetrated,  and 
fell  into  the  water  on  the  other  fide,  to  the  amaze- 
ment of  the  Indians,  who  believing  that  their  guefts 
were  in  poflefilon  of  the  thunder  of  heaven,  implored 
their  protection  in  the  moil  earned  manner. 

The  admiral  therefore,  feemingly  in  compliance 
with  the  cacique's  requeft,  ordered  a  tower  to  be  built 
of  the  timber  of  the  wreck,  and  being  furnifhed  with 
jprovifion,  ammunition,  arms,  and  cannon,  he  left  a 
garrifon  of  fix  and  thirty  men,  under  the  joint  com- 
mmd  of  James  d'Ar ana,  Peter  Gatkrres,  and  Ro- 
derick 
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derick  cFEukovedo,  whom  he  warmly  recommended 
to  the  favour  and  good  offices  of  the  king  and  his 
people.  Having  provided  the  fort  with  all  neceiTaries, 
lie  refolved  to  return  direclly  to  Caftile,  left  fome 
©ther  misfortune  happening  to  the  only  {hip  that  now 
remained,  might  for  ever  difable  him  from  giving 
their  Catholic  majefties  information  of  the  important 
diicoveries  he  had  already  made,  and  the  countries  he 
Iiad  annexed  to  their  dominions.  Accordingly  he  fet 
from  the  port  of  Nativity,  where  he  had  fettled 
shis  firfl  Chnftian  colony,  on  Friday  the  4th  day  of 
January  at  iun-rifing ;  and  Handing  to  the  north- weft, 
to  get  clear  of  the  fhoal  water,  took  fuch  marks  of 
and  as  would  enable  him  to  know  the  mouth  of 
the  harbour  in  any  future  expedition.  The  wind 
g  contrary,  he  made  but  little  way  to  the  earl- 
ward,  when  on  Sunday  morning  he  fell  in  with  the 
earaval  Pinta,  commanded  by  Martin  Alonzo  Pin- 
zon  ;  who  going  on  board,  endeavoured  toexcufe  his 
deiertion,  by  faying  he  had  loft  light  of  the  admiral 
In  the  night,  and  alleging  other  frivolous  reafons, 
the  fallacy  of  which  though  Columbus  plainly  faw, 
ire  difguifed  his  fentiments,  rather  than  run  any  riik 
of  prejudicing  the  common  caufe,  by  giving  rife  to  a 
cangerous  diffention. 

•  Pinzon  had,  it  feems,  failed  to  a  river  fifteen 
leagues  to  the  eaftward  of  the  Nativity3  where  he 
fpent  fixteen  days  in  bartering  with  the  natives  for 
gold,  of  which  he  had  obtained  a  large  quantity,  and 
distributed  one  half  among  the  crew,  in  order  at  once 
to  acquire  popularity,  and  kept  what  remained  for 
Bis  own  ufe.  He  therefore  carefully  concealed  his 
fuceefs  from  the  knowledge  of  the  admiral.  He  next 
anchored  at  Monte  Chrifto,  a  round  hill  like  a  pavi- 
iien,  about  eighteen  leagues  eaft  of  Cape  Santo ;  but, 
the  weather  not  permitting  him  to  proceed,  he  went 
in  his  boat  up  a  river  to  the  fouth-weft  of  the  mount, 
and  difcovering  fome  figns  of  gold-dull  in  the  fand, 

he 
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he  called  it  the  river  of  Gold  :    this  place  is  feventeen 
leagues  to  the  eailward  of  the  Nativity. 

On  the  13th  of  January,  being  near  Cape  Enamo- 
rado,  the  admiral  fent  his  boat  afhore,   where  there 
flood  fome  Indians  with  fierce  countenances,  armed 
with  bows  and  arrows,    making  a  fhew  of  oppofition, 
though  they   feemed  to  be   in  great   confternation. 
They  were  however,  by  the  mediation  of  the  Salvador 
linguift,  brought  to  a  kind  of  conference,  and  one  of 
them-venturing  to  go  on  board  the  admiral,  appeared 
fo  ferocious,  both  in  his   fpeech  and  afpecl,    which 
was  fmutted  with  charcoal,  that  the  Spaniards  con- 
cluded he  was  one  of  the  Carribbee  Canibals,  and  that 
the  bay  parted  this  place  from  Hifpaniola.     But  when 
the  admiral  inquired  about  the  country  of  the  Carib- 
bees,  he  pointed  with  his  finger  to  an  ifland  farther 
eaft,  and  gave  him  to  underftand  that  there  was  an- 
other  near  it,  wholly  inhabited  by  women,  with  whom 
the  Caribbees  converfed  at  a  certain  feafon  of  the  year* 
and  carried  off  all  the  male  children  that  fprung  from 
their  embraces.     Having  anfwered  all  thefe  interroga- 
tions, partly  by  figns  and  partly  by  means  of  the  In- 
dian interpreter,  he  was  entertained  with  victuals,  and 
fet  afhore,  with  prefents  of  glafs  beads,  and   bits  of 
red  and  green  cloth,  that  he  might  perfuade  his  coun- 
trymen to  bring  down  gold  to  barter. 

At  the  place  where  he  was  landed,  fifty  men  with 
long  hair,  adorned  with  plumes  of  parrot  feathers,  had 
formed  a  fort  of  ambulcade,  and  being  armed  with 
bows  and  arrows,  refilled  to  carry  on  any  trade  with 
the  Spaniards,  notwithstanding  the  exhortations  of 
their  countryman,  but,' on  the  contrary,  treated  them 
with  fcorn,  and  even  began  to  commit  hoftilities.  The 
Christians,  though  only  feven  in  number,  feeing  them 
advance  with  fury  in  their  looks,  met  them  half  way, 
and  charging  them  with  great  _  intrepidity,  cut  one 
with  a  fword  on  the  buttock,  and  (hot  another  with 
•an  arrow  in  the  breaft,  to  the  terror  of  the  whole 
Ipa-rty,  who  fled  with  the  utmoit-precipitation,  leaving 

their 
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their  bows  and  arrows  on  the  fpot.  The  admiral  was 
not  difpleafed  at  this  fkirmim,  which  he  imagined 
would  infpire  the  Indians  with  fuch  high  notions  of 
the  valour  of  the  Spaniards,  as  would  hinder  them 
from  making  any  attempts  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
fettlement  at  the  Nativity. 

On  the  16th  of  January  the  admiral,  though  both 
caravals  were  in  a  leaky  condition,  fet  fail  for  Spain 
from  thegulph  of  Samana,  and  continuing  his  courfe 
with  a  fair  wind,  made  fo  much  way,  that  on  the  9th 
day  of  February  they  were,  according  to  the  reckon- 
ing of  the  pilots,  fouth  of  the  iflands  Azores ;  but  by 
the  admiral's  account,  which  proved  to  be  right,  they 
were  one  hundred  and  fifty  leagues  weftward  of  thefe 
iilands. 

They  had  hitherto  enjoyed  a  favourable  gale,  but 
the  wind  now  began  to  rife,  and  the  fea  to  run  moun- 
tains high.  This  continued  till  the  14th  of  February, 
when  they  were  overtaken  by  fuch  a  temped,  that 
they  could  not  work  their  veflels,  which  were  toffed 
about  at  the  mercy  of  the  ftorm.  The  caraval  Pinta 
feeing  incapable  of  failing  upon  a  wind,  ran  away  due 
north  before  it,  and  in  the  night  loft  light  of  the  ad- 
miral, who  {leered  north-eaft,  in  order  to  fetch  the 
coaft  of  Spain.  In  confequence  of  this  feparation, 
the  company  of  each  caraval  concluded  that  the  other 
had  perimed*  and  betaking  themfelves  to  acts  of  de- 
votion, it  fell  to  the  admiral's  lot  to  go  a  pilgrimage 
for  the  whole  crew  to  our  lady  of  Guadaloupe  ;  one  of 
the  feamen  was  deftined  to  go  to  Loretto,  and  another 
to  watch  a  whole  night  at  St.  Olave  of  Moguer ;  but  the 
fury  of  the  wind  and  the  fea  {till  increafing,  the  whole 
company  joined  in  a  vow  to  walk  barefoot  and  in  their 
fhirts  to  fome  church  dedicated  to  the  BlerTed  Virgin, 
Their  fituation  was  rendered  {till  more  deplorable  by 
the  fcarcity  of  provifion,  and  the  want  of  ballaft,  by 
which  the  mip  was  in  danger  of  being  overfet.  To 
remedy  this  inconvenience,  the  admiral  ordered  his 
cafes  to  be  filled  with  fea  water  \  and  that  his  dis- 
covery 
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covery  might  have  fome  chance  of  being  knowr^ 
whatever  might  be  the  fate  of  him  and  his  people*,  he 
wrote  a  brief  account  of  it  upon  two  fkins  of  parch« 
ment,  which  he  wrapped  in  oil  cloths,  covered  witk 
wax,  and  put  into  feparate  calks,  whofe  bungs  being 
well  fecured  were  thrown  into  the  fea. 

The  florm  continued  till  the  15th  of  February, 
when  one  of  the  failors  from  the  round- top  difcoverect 
land  to  the  eaft-north-eaft,  which  the  pilot  judged  to 
be  the  rock  of  Lifbon,  though  the  admiral  fuppofed. 
it  to  be  one  of  the  Azores.  Soon  after  they  faw  an- 
other point  of  land,  which  proved  to  be  St.  Mary, 
where  after  four  days  fpent  in  inceflant  labour,  they 
came  to  an  anchor.  The  inhabitants  of  this  iflana 
came  on  board  with  frefh  provifions,  and  many  com- 
pliments from  the  governor,  exprefiing  their  aftonifh- 
ment  at  the  fuccefs  of  the  expedition,  and  fe'emed  to 
rejoice  at  the  difcovery  of  Columbus.  They  were 
likewife  forprifed  to  fee  he  had  outlived  the  florin, 
which,  according  to  their  account,  had  lafted  ffiteea 
days  without  intermiflion,  adding,  that  there  was  ia 
the  neighbourhood  an  hermitage  dedicated  to  ths 
Bleffed  Virgin.  The  admiral  and  crew,  on  receiving 
this  information,  refolved  to  perform  their  vow,  by 
walking  thither  barefoot. 

Accordingly  he  fent  the  caraval's  boat  afhore,  witk 
one  half  of  the  company,  to  fulfil  this  penance,  and. 
return  immediately,  that  the  reft  might  fucceed  them 
in  the  fame  fort  of  devotion  :  but  they  had  no  fooner 
undrefled  themfelves,  and  begun  their  proceffion, 
than  they  were  attacked  and  made  priibners  by  the 
governor,  and  a  number  of  people  planted  in  ambufii 
for  that  purpofe,  Columbus  having  -  waited  in  vain, 
from  day-break  till  noon,  for  the  return  of  the  boat, 
began  to  fufpedt  fome  treachery ;  and  as  he  could, 
not,  where  he  lay,  difcover  the  hermitage,  he  failed 
round  a  point  from  whence  he  could  fee  it,  and  per- 
ceived a  good  many  Portuguefe  on  harfeback  alight 
$nd  enter  the    boat,    with  intent,  as  he  fuppofed, 
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to  attack  the  caraval.  He  therefore  ordered  his  men 
to  be  upon  their  guard,  and  hoped  the  commander 
himfelf  v/ould  come  on  board,  in  which  cafe  he  would 
have  detained  him  as  an  hofiage  :  but  the  Portugueie 
not  advancing  beyond  a  certain  diftance,  the  admiral 
demanded  their  reafon  for  committing  fuch  an  out- 
rage upon  his  men,  who  had  gone  amore  upon  the 
faith  of  a  fafe  conduct,  and  gave  them  to  underftand 
that  the  king  of  Portugal  would  certainly  be  offended 
at  fuch  behaviour  to  the  fubjecls  of  their  catholic  ma- 
jefdes,  with  whom  he  was  in  alliance.  To  this  re- 
monftrance,  the  Portuguefe  captain  anfwered,  that 
what  they  had  done  was  by  the  exprefs  order  of  the 
king ,  fo  that  Columbus  imagining  there  was  a  breach 
between  the  two  crowns,  called  all  his  people  to  bear 
witneis  to  what  they  had  heard,  and  directing  his, 
difcourfe  to  the  Portugueie,  fwore  he  would  never 
quit  the  caraval,  untiHie  mould  have  taken  a  hun- 
dred Portuguefe,  and  deftroyed  the  whole  ifland. 
He  now  returned  to  the  port  he  had  left  *,  but  the 
wind  increafmg,  and  his  riding  being  unfafe,  he  was, 
obliged  to  (land  out  to  lea,  though  he  had  only  three 
able  feamen  left,  the  reft  being  boys,  Indians,  and, 
landmen,  who  underfiood  nothing  of  fea- affairs. 

Next  day,  the  weather  being  mild,  he  endeavoured 
to  recover  the  ifland  of  St.  Mary,  which  he  reached 
on  the  2 1 ft,  in  the  afternoon  ;  aria  foon  after  his  ar-* 
rival,  the  boat  came  off  with  five  men  and  a  notary, 
who  upon  proper  fecurity  went  on  board,  and  de- 
fired  to  know,  in  the  governor's  name,  whence  the 
{hip  came,  and  whether  or  not  the  admiral  had  the 
king  of  Spain 'S  commiiTion.  Being  iatisfied,  in  thefe 
particulars,  they  went  afhore,  and  releafed  the  Spa- 
niards, who  had  been  informed,  that  the  king  of 
Portugal  had  fent  orders  to  all  his  governors,  to  fe- 
cure,  if  poffible,  the  perfon  of  the  .admiral  \  but  this 
fcheme  mi  (carrying,  they  thought  proper  to  difmifs 
their  priibners. 
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Having  recovered  his  men,  Columbus  de-parsed 
from  the  ifland  of  St.  Mary,  on  the  24th  of  Febru- 
ary, with  a  very  favourable  wind.  On  the  3d  of 
March,  they  were  expofed  to  another  tempeft,  at- 
tended with  lightning  and  thunder,  during  whicla 
their  fails  were  fplit ;  and  they  vowed  another  pilgri- 
mage to  our  lady  de  Cinta  at  Guerva;  they  now  ran 
under  their  bare  poles  through  a  terrible  fea,  and 
were  in  the  utmoil  danger  of  being  loft  on  the  rock 
of  Lifbon,  which  they  accidentally  difcovered  at  mid- 
night. They,  however,  weathered  it  with  great  diffi- 
culty %  and  next  day  being  obliged  to  come  to  ati 
anchor  in  the  river  Tagus,  the  admiral  fent  an  exprefs 
to  their  catholic  majefties  with  the  news  of  his  ar- 
rival \  and  another  to  the  king  of  Portugal,  afking 
leave  to  anchor  before  the  city,  as  his  prefent  ftatioa 
was  far  from  being  fafe.    ■ 

On  the  5th  of  March,  the  mailer  of  a  great  guard- 
fhip,  with  a  boat  full  of  armed  men,  came  along-Me 
of  the  admiral,  whom  he  required  to  go  and  give  aa 
account  of  himfelf  to  the  king's  officers,  according  m 
the  practice  of  all  mips  that  entered  that  riven  Co- 
lumbus replied,  that  as  the  king  of  Spain's  admiral* 
he  would  not  degrade  himfelf  fo  far  as  to  comply  with 
zny  fuch  cuilom,  nor  would  he  fend  the  molt  incois- 
fiderable  perfon  belonging  to  his  ihip  upon  an  errand 
of  that  nature.  '  The  Portuguefe  finding  him  refolute9 
defired  he  would  ihew  him  the  king  of  Spain's  letter, 
that  he  might  fo  far  fatisfy  his  captain  \  and  this  re- 
queft  being  complied  with,  he  returned'tQ  his  fhip, 
and  made  a  fui table  report  to  his  commander  Alvaro 
de  Acunha,  who  forthwith  came  on  board  the  caraval, 
attended  with  fifes,  drums,  and  trumpets,  and  wel- 
comed the  admiral  with  many  expreffions  of  friend  - 
fhip.  The  nature  of  the  voyage  was  no  fooner  known 
at  Lifbon,  than  fuch  multitudes  of  people  came  ,to  fee 
the  Indians,  and  learn  the  particulars  of  this  amazing 
difcovery,  that  the  whole  aver  was  covered  with  boats* 
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The  king  having  received  the  admiral's  letter,  or*, 
dered  his  officers  to  prefent  him  with  all  forts  of  re- 
frefhment  and  necefTaries,  gratis ;  at  the  fame  time,, 
he  wrote  to  Columbus,  congratulating  him  upon  his 
happy  return,  and  defiring  to  fee  him  before  he  left 
his  dominions.  Columbus  at  firft  fcrupled  to  accept 
of  this  invitation  ;  but,  considering  that  the  Icing  of 
Portugal  was  at  peace  with  his  fovereign,  and  had 
treated  him  with  uncommon  hofpitality  and  regard, 
he  refolved  to  wait  upon  his  Portuguefe  majefty,  who 
then  refided  about  nine  leagues  from  Lifbon,  at  a 
place  called  Valparaifo;  where  the  admiral  arrived  on 
Saturday  the  9th  of  March.  The  king  ordered  all 
the  nobility  of  the  court  to  go  out  and  meet  him  : 
and  when  the  admiral  was  conducted  to  the  prefence, 
he  infilled  upon  his  putting  on  his  cap  and  fitting 
down  •,  and  having  with  feeming  pleafure  heard  the 
particulars  of  the  voyage,  offered  to  fupply  him  with 
every  thing  he  wanted,  though  he  could  not  help  ob- 
ferving,  that  the  conquefl  of  right  belonged  to  him, 
as  Columbus  had  been  once  in  the  fervice  of  Portu- 
gal. The  admiral  modeftly  gave  his  reafons  for  being 
of  a  contrary  opinion;  to  which  the  king  replied, 
4C  It  was  very  well ;  juftice  will  doubtlefs  be  done." 
This  converiation  being  ended,  he  ordered  the  prior 
of  Crato  to  entertain  Columbus,  who  having  ftaid  all 
Sunday,  and  part  of  Monday,  took  his  leave,  after 
having  been  treated  by  his  majefty  with  great  honor, 
and  tempted,  by  very  confiderable  offers,  to  reingage 
in  his  fervice.  In  his  return,  he  was  attended  by  Don 
Martin  de  Noronha,  and  many  other  perfons  of  rank ; 
and  as  he  paiTed  by  a  monaftery  where  the  queen 
was,  fhe  defired  to  fee  him,  and  received  his  vifit 
with  great  refpect.  '  That  fame  night,  a  gentleman 
came  from  the  king,  to  tell  him,  that  if  he  was  in- 
clined to  go  to  Caitile  by  land,  he  would  accompany 
and  provide  him  with  accommodations  on  the  road, 
as  far  as  the  frontiers  of  Portugal.  He  declined  this 
■offer  with  fuitable  acknowledgements,  and  fetting  fail 
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from  the  river  of  Lifbon  on  the  13th  of  March,  ar- 
rived on  the  55th  at  Saltes,  -and  came  to  an  anchor  in 
the  port  of  Palos,  from  whence  he  had  departed  on 
the  3d  day  of  Auguft  in  the  preceding  year. 

On  his  landing,  the  admiral  was  received  by  all  the 
people  in  proceftion,  giving  thanks  to  God  for  his 
prosperous  fuccefs,  which,  it  was  hoped,  would  re- 
dound fo  much  to  the  advantage  of  Chriftianity,  and 
the  grandeur  of  their  catholic  majefties.  By  this  time 
Pinzon  had  arrived  in  Galicia,  and  deHgned  to  carry 
in  perfon  the  news  of  the  difcovery  to  court,  when 
he  received  orders,  forbidding  him  to  come  without 
the  admiral,  under  whofe  command  he  had  been  fent 
on  the  expedition.  This  mortifying  repulfe  made 
inch,  an  impreflion  upon  him,  that  he  fell  fick  *,  and 
returning  to  his  native  place,  in  a  few  days  died  of 
.grief  and  vexation. 

Mean  while  Columbus  fet  out  for  Sevil,  in  his  way 
to  Barcelona,  where  their  majefties  at  that  time  re- 
fided  5  and  the  roads  were  crowded  by  all  forts  of  peo~ 
pie,  who  flocked  together  to  fee  him  and  the  Indians 
in  his  train.  About  the  middle  of  April  he  arrived 
at  Barcelona,  where  he  was  received  in  the  moft  fo- 
lemn  manner,  by  the  whole  court  and  city  :  their  ca- 
tholic majefties,  who  fat  in  public  upon  their  chairs, 
under  a  canopy  of  cloth  of  gold,  flood  up  when  he 
approached  to  kifs  their  hands,  caufed  him  to  be 
feated  in  their  prefence,  and  treated  him  as  a  gran- 
dee of  the  firft  order,  who  had  done  the  moft  impor- 
tant fervice  to  his  country.  Nay,  fo  highly  favoured 
was  he  for  his  merit  and  fuccefs,  that  when  the  king 
rode  about  Barcelona,  Columbus  was  always  at  his 
fide,  an  honour  which  had  never  been  conferred  be- 
fore upon  any  but  the  princes  of  the  blood. 

Nor  was  their  regard  confined  to  unfubftantial 
forms ;  he  was  gratified  with  new  patents,  enlarging, 
explaining,  and  confirming  the  privileges  which  he 
had  before  obtained  ;  and  extending  his  viceroyaky 
and  admiralfhip  over  all  the  countries  he  had  dif- 
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covered,  as  well  as  thofe  he  mould  difcover :  for  it 
was  refolved,  that  he  mould  return  to  the  Weft  In- 
dies with  a  powerful  armament,  to  fupport  the  co- 
lony he  had  fettled,  and  proceed  with  other  difcove- 
ries.  In  the  mean  time  they  iblicited  and  procured 
from  pope  Alexander  VI.  an  exclufive  title  to  all 
the  lands  they  mould  find  and  fubdue  in  that  direc- 
tion, as  far  as  the  Eaft  Indies. 


The  Second  Voyage  ofCOLUMBUS. 

AS  foon  as  all  the  neceffary  meafures  were  taken 
at  court,  for  the  fuccefs  of  his  fecond  expe- 
dition, admiral  Columbus  departed  for  Sevil,  where 
he  exerted  himfelf  with  fuch  diligence,  that  in  a 
little  time  feventeen  veffels  of  different  fizes  were 
ready  to  fail,  well  ftored  with  provifions  and 
other  neceffaries,  for  the  improvement  of  the  In- 
dian colonies.  Many  handicraftfmen  and  labourers 
were  engaged  for  this  fervice,  while  the  thirft  of 
gold  and  the  fuccefs  of  the  firfl  adventurers,  drew 
together  fuch  a  fwarm  of  voluntiers,  that  he  found 
it  abfolutely  neceffary  to  reject  a  great  number,  un- 
til another  opportunity  fhould  offer,  and  for  the 
prefent  reflrict  himfelf  to  fifteen  hundred  perfons 
of  all  forts,  who  actually  embarked  on  this  under- 
taking. 

Having  taken  aboard  fome  horfes,  affes,  and  other 
animals,  which  multiplied,  and  were  afterwards  of 
great  ufe  in  the  plantations,  and  being  well  furnifh- 
ed  with  all  forts  of  utenfils  and  commodities  for 
trade ;  the  admiral  failed  from  the  road  of  Cadiz, 
where  the  fleet  was  equipped,  on  the  25th  of  Sep- 
tember 1493,  an  hour  before  fun-rifmg,  and  flood 
fouth-weft  for  the  Canary  iflands,  where  he  intended 
to  take  in  fome  refrefhment.  On  the  28  th,  being 
100  leagues  from  Spain,    they  faw    abundance  of 
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land-fowl,  fuch  as  turtle  doves  and  other  fmall  birds* 
palling  from  tli e  Azores  ro  winter  in  Africa.  On 
the  2d  of  October,  he  anchored  at  Gran  Canaria, 
•and  at  midnight  failed  again  for  Gomara,  where  he 
arrived  on  the  4th,  and  gave  orders  for  fupplying 
the  (hips  with  all  poilible  difpatch  with  wood,  water 
and  cattle  y  particularly  with  eight  fows ;  from 
which  were  produced  all  the  fwine  now  in  the  Weft 
Indies.  They  were  called  Well  Indies  from  Colum- 
bus failing  to  them  weftward ;  in  hopes,  as  was 
mentioned  at  the  beginning  of  his  firft  voyage,  of 
arriving  that  way  to  the  Eafb  Indies. 

His  directions  being  followed,  he,  on  the  7th  of 
October*  took  his  departure  for  the  Indies,  after 
having  delivered  fealed  orders  to  every  fhip,  not 
to  be  opened  unlefs  they  mould  be  feparated  from 
him  by  ftrefs  of  weather.  They  run  400  leagues 
weft  of  Gomara  with  a  profperous  gale,  and  were 
furprifed  that  they  did  not  meet  with  any  of  thofe 
weeds  which  they  had  feen  in  their  firft  voyage  be- 
fore they  had  made  much  more  than  half  way.  Or 
the  26th  at  night,  the  fearnen  perceived  upon  the 
round-top,  thofe  lights  which  they  call  the  body  of 
St.  Elmo,  to  whom  they  fing  litanies  and  prayers,  in 
full  confidence  that  no  danger  would  enfue,  let  the 
ftorm  be  never  fo  violent. 

On  the  2d  of  November  in  the  evening,  the  ad- 
miral perceiving  a  great  alteration  in  the  winds 
and  Iky,  that  poured  down  a  deluge  of  rain,  con- 
cluded he  was  near  fome  land  •,  and  almoft  all  the 
fails  being  taken  in,  ordered  the  crew  to  keep  a 
fharp  look-out.  This  was  far  from  being  a  ground- 
lefs  precaution  j  for  as  foon  as  day  began  to  break, 
they  defcried,  about  feven  leagues  to  the  weftward, 
a  high  mountainous  ifland,  which  the  admiral  nam* 
ed  Dominica,  becaufe  it  was  difcovered  on  Sunday- 
morning.  Much  about  the  fame  time,  they  fpied 
three  other  iflands ;  and  the  people  afTembling  on 
the  poop,  fung  xhtjalvs  regim,  and  returned  thanks 
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to  God  for  their  wonderful  fuccefs  in  having  failed 
near  800  leagues  in  the  fpaee  of  twenty  days.  There 
being  no  convenient  place  for  anchoring  on  the  eaft 
fide  of  Dominica,  they  Hood  over  to  another,  which 
the  admiral  called  Marigalante,  after  his  own  fhip  •, 
and  there  landing,  he,  with  the  ufual  folemnity,  con- 
firmed the  pofTeffion  he  had  formerly  taken  of  all  the 
iflands  and  continent  of  the  Weft-Indies  for  the  king 
and  queen  of  Spain. 

On  the  4th  of  November,  he  failed  from  hence 
to  another  great  iflarid,  which  he  denominated  St. 
Mary  of  Guadaloupe,  in  confequence  of  a  promife 
he  had  made  to  the  friars  belonging  to  a  convent  of 
that  name  :  at  the  diftance  of  two  leagues  from  this 
fhore,  they  perceived  a  very  high  rock,  ending  in 
a  point,  from  whence  gufhed  a  large  ftream  of  wa- 
ter, which  fell  with  a  prodigious  noife.  Some  men 
being  fent  afhore  in  the  boat,  went  up  to  a  fort  of 
town,  which  was  abandoned  by  all  the  inhabitants, 
except  fome  children,  to  whofe  arms  the  Spaniards 
tied  a  few  bawbles,  in  token  of  friendfhip.  They 
faw  geefe  like  thofe  of  Europe,  abundance  of  very 
large  parrots,  pompions,  and  pine  apples  growing 
•wild,  of  exquifite  tafte  and  flavour.  They  likewife 
faw  different  kinds  of  ftrange  fruits,  cotton,  ham- 
mocks, bows  and  arrows,  and  other  things,  which 
they  left  untouched,  that  the  owners  might  have  the 
better  opinion  of  their  morals.  Next  day  the  ad- 
miral fent  two  boats  afhore,  with  orders  to  take,  if 
pofTible,  fome  of  the  natives,  from  whom  they 
might  obtain  fome  important  informatidn  ;  and  they 
returned  with  two  young  men,  who  faid  they  were 
of  another  ifland,  and  taken  prifoners  by  the  inha- 
bitants of  Guadaloupe.  The  boats  going  afhore 
again  for  fome  of  the  people  whom  they  had  left, 
found  fix  women  who  had  fled  to  them,  and  defired 
to  be  carried  on  board ;  thefe  the  admiral  prefented 
with  beads  and  bells,  and  difmifTed,  much  againfl 
their  inclinations ;  and  they  were  no  fooner  landed, 
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than  the  Caribbees  robbed  them  of  their  ornaments, 
in  fight  of  the  Spaniards.  The  next  time  the  boat's 
crew  landed,  thefe  poor  creatures  leaped  into  the 
boat,  imploring  protection  from  the  cruelty  of  the 
iflanders,  who,  they  fignified,  had  eaten  their  huf- 
bands,  and  kept  them  in  flavery.  They  were  there- 
fore brought  aboard  the  admiral,  whom  they  gave 
to  underftand,  that  there  were  towards  the  fouth 
many  iflands,  and  a  large  continent,  from  which, 
in  former  times,  canoes  had  come  to  barter  ;  and 
they  pointed  out  the  fituation  of  Hifpaniola ;  whi- 
ther he  would  have  fteered  without  delay,  had  he 
not  been  informed,  that  one  Mark,  a  captain,  had, 
without  his  leave,  goneafhore  before  day,  with  eight 
men,  and  was  not  yet  returned ;  fo  that  he  was 
obliged  to  flay  and  fend  people  in  queft  of  him, 
with  trumpets  and  muikets,  the  noife  of  which 
might  be  heard  through  the  woods,  that  were  al- 
moft  impaffabie.  However,  this  fearch  proving 
fruitlefs,  he  fent  another  detachment  of  forty  men, 
under  captain  Hoidea,  with  orders  to  range  through 
the  country,  and  make  obfervations  on  its  produc- 
tions. They  found  maflic,  aloes,  fanders,  ginger, 
frankineenfe,  fome  trees  that  refembled  cinnamon 
in  tafte  and  fmell,  and  abundance  of  cotton  :  they 
faw  faulcons,  kites,  herons,  daws,  turtles,  par- 
tridges, geefe  and  nightingales;  and  affirmed,  that 
in  travelling  fix  leagues,  they  croffed  fix  and  twenty 
rivers,  feveral  of  which  were  very  deep  :  this,  how- 
ever, muft  have  been  a  miftake,  into  which,  in  all 
probability,  they  were  led  by  the  ruggednefs  of  the 
country,  that  compelled  them  to  crofs  the  fame  river 
a  great  many  different  times. 

While  they  were  employed  in  this  excurfion,  the 
ftragglers  returned  to  their  fhip  of  their  own  accord, 
and  faid  they  had  been  bewildered  in  the  woods  ; 
but  the  admiral  punifhed  their  prefumption,  by  or- 
dering the  captain  to  be  put  in  irons,  and  the  reft 
to  be  curtailed  in  their  allowance  of  provifion.     This 
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example  being  made,  he  himfelf  landed,  and  en- 
tered fome  of  the  Indian  houfes,  where  he  found  a 
great  deal  of  cottQn,  fpun  and  unfpun,  together 
with  abundance  of  hum$a  fkulls  and  bones  hung 
up  in  bafkets :  and  he  obferved  that  the  natives  here 
were  better  accommodated  with  lodging,  necefla- 
ries,  and  provifion,  than  thofe  of  the  ifiands  which 
he  had  vifited  in  his  firft  voyage* 

On  the  ioth  of  November*  he  weighed   anchor*, 
and  failed  with  the  whole  fleet  toward  the  northweft 
in  queft  of  Hifpaniola,  paffing  an  ifland  he  called, 
Monferatte,  on  account  of  its  height  \  the  inhabi- 
tants of  which,  as  he  learned  from  the  Indians,  had 
been  totally  devoured  by  the  Caribbees.     He  coaft- 
ed  along  St.   tVlary  Redonda,   fo    named   from   its, 
round  figure  ;  failed   by  Sta.  Maria  la  Antigua,  ex- 
tending to  about  twenty  eight  leagues  \  and  holding 
on  his  courfe,  faw,  to  the  north-weft  and  routh-eaft, 
feyeral.  other  high   and  woody  iflands,,  near  one  of' 
which,    intitled   St.   Martin,  he  came  to  an  anchor* 
and  when  they  weighed.,  pieces  of  coral  were  found 
flicking  on  the  flukes.     On  the  13th  of  November, 
he  anchored   again   on   account  of  bad  weather,  at 
another  ifland,  where  he  ordered  fome  Indians  to  be 
taken,  that  they  might  inform  him  of  his  true  fituation. 
Accordingly  four  women  and   three  children  being 
kidnapped   by  the   boars   crew,    they  put  off  from 
fhare,  and  in  their  way  to  the  fnip  met  with  a  canoe, 
in  which  were  four  men  and  one  woman,  who  per- 
ceiving that  they  could  not   make  their  eicape,  put 
themfeives  in  a  poilure  of  defence,  and  the  female 
fhot  an  arrow  with  fuch  force  and  dexterity,   that  it 
actually  went  through  a  ftrong  target.     But  the  Spa- 
niards endeavouring  to  board   them,  overfet  the  ca- 
noe, fo  that  they  betook  themfeives  to  fwimming, 
and  one  of  them  ufed  his  bow  in  the  water  as  dex- 
teroufly  as  if  he  had  been  on  dry  land:  all  the  males 
were  eunuchs,  who  had  been  caftrated  by  the  Carib- 
bees, 
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bees,  as  the  capons  are  made  in  Europe,  with  a  view 
to  their  improvement  in  fatnefs. 

The  admiral  departing  hence,  continued  his  courfe 
weft-north-weil,  leaving  to  the  northward  fifty 
iflands,  the  laigeft  of  which  he  called  St.  Urfula, 
and  on  the  reit  he  bellowed  the  appellation  of  the 
Eleven  Thoufand  Virgins.  Then  he  anchored  in  a 
bay,  on  the  weft  fide  of  what  he  termed  St,  John 
Bapriil,  where  the  men  caught  ikate,  olaves,  pil- 
chards, and  fhad  \  and  faw  faulcons,  and  fhrubs  like 
wild  vines.  To  the  weilward  of  the  bay  they  vifit- 
ed  feme  well-built  houfes,  with  a  fquare  in  their 
front,  from  which  was  a  fpacious  road  down  to  the 
fea,  flanked  on  both  fides  with  cane  towers,  the  tops 
of  which  were  curiouiiy  interwoven  with  greens  ; 
and  at  the  end  of  it,  next  the  fea,  flood  a  lofty 
gallery  or  balcony,  large  enough  to  hold  ten  or 
twelve  perfons. 

On  the  14th  he  arrived  in  the  bay  of  Samana, 
on  the  north  fide  of  Hifpaniola,  where  he  fent  on 
fhore  one  of  his  Indians,  who  was  a  native  of  that 
pare,  and  being  now  converted  to  the  Chriflian  faith, 
undertook  for  the  fubmiffion  of  all  his  countrymen. 
From  thence,  continuing  his  courfe  for  the  town  of 
the  Nativity,  he  was  at  Cape  Angel  vifited  by  fome 
Indians,  who  came  aboard  to  barter  •,  and  coming 
to  an  anchor  in  the  port  of  Monte  Chriflo,  fome  of 
his  men  difcovered,  near  a  river,  two  bodies  of 
men  with  a  rope  made  of  a  kind  of  broom  about  their 
necks,  and  their  arms  extended  upon  a  piece  of 
wood  in  form  of  a  crofs  ;  this  circumflance  was 
looked  upon  as  a  bad  omen,  though  it  was  impof- 
fible  to  difcover  whether  they  were  Chriflians  or  na- 
tives of  the  country. 

Next  day,  being  the  26th,  a  number  of  Indians 
came  aboard,  with  great  confidence  and  appearance 
of  friendfhip,  and  pronounced  feveral  Spanilh  words 
they  had  learned  from  the  fettlers,  fo  that  the  admi- 
ral was  eafed  of  the  apprehenfions  he  had  begun  to 
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conceive  -,  as  he  could  not  imagine  they  would  have 
behaved  with  fuch  freedom  and  unconcern,  had  thtf 
been  confcious  to  themfelves  of  having  injured  the 
Chriftians.     Next  day,  however,  put  an  end  to  his 
doubts  ;  for,    when  he  anchored  near  the  town  of 
the  Nativity,  fome  Indians  came  along  fide  in  a  ca- 
noe, and  enquired  for  him  by  name ;  and  being  fa- 
tisfied  that  he  was  there,  went  on  board  with  two 
mafks,  and  a  compliment  from  the  cacique  Guaca- 
nagari.     From  thefe   people  he  had  the  mortifica- 
tion to  learn,  that  the  greater  part  of  his  fettlers 
were  dead,  and  the  reft  gone   to  other  countries  :- 
and  though  he  fufpecled  foul  play,  he  concealed  his 
fufpicions  for  the  prefent,  and  that  fame  night  dif- 
rnifTed   the   meffeno-ers  with  fome  utenfils  of  fattirt 
and  other  bawbles  for  their  prince. 

When   he  entered  the  port  of  the  Nativity,    he 
faw  nothing  but  ruin  and  defolation  -,  the  town  was* 
burnt  to  the  ground,  and  not  a  foul  appeared  upon 
the  beach  -,  and  when  he  fent  fome  of  his  people  on 
fhore  to  gather  tidings,  they  found  the  bodies  of 
eleven  Spaniards,  who  feemed  to  have  been  a  month 
dead.     While  he  ruminated  with  forrow  and  refent- 
ment  on   this  unfortunate  event,  he  was  vifited  by 
Guacanagari's   brother,    who    came    down  attended 
by  fome  Indians,  and  told   him,    that  he  fcarce  fet 
fail,  en  his  return  to   Spain,  when  thofe  he  had  left 
behind,  began   to  quarrel  among  themfelves,  every 
man  endeavouring   to    amafs  as  much  gold  as  he 
could  find,  and   taking  as  many  wives  from  among 
the  natives,  as  his  appetite,  or  rather  his  extrava- 
gance, feemed  to  require;  that  Peter  Gutierres  and 
Efcovedo   having   killed   one  lago,  had,   with  nine 
others,  retired  into  the  dominions  of  a  cacique  cal- 
led Caunabo,  lord  of  the   mines,  who  put  them  all 
to  death,  and   afterwards    came  down,  with  a  great 
number  of  men  to  deftroy  the  town.     At  that  time, 
James  de  Arana  with  ten   men  Were  left  to  guard 
the  forta  the  reft  having  difperfed  themfelves  about 
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the  ifland ;  and  Caunabo,  who  ftole  upon  them  by 
night,  fetting  fire  to  their  houfes,  they  fled  into 
the  fea,  where  eight  of  them  perifhed,  and  the 
other  three  were  (lain  on  more,  while  Guacanagari , 
himfelf,  who  had  joined  the  Spaniards,  was  obliged 
to  fly,  after  having  received  a  dangerous  wound, 
by  which  he  was  then  confined  to  his  houfe,  fo  that 
he  could  not  wait  upon  the  admiral  according  to  his 
inclination.  This  flory  exactly  agreeing  with  the 
intelligence  he  received  from  fome  Spaniards,  who 
had  been  fent  up  the  country  to  reconnoitre,  and 
had  actually  feen  Guacanagari  at  his' own  houfe,  the 
admiral  paid  him  a  vifit  next  day,  and  was  received 
with  all  the  appearance  of  cordiality  arid  concern: 
the  cacique  repeated  the  melancholy  tale  with  marks 
of  unfeigned  forrow,  fhewed  his  own  wound,  and 
thofe  of  his  men,  which  had  been  received  in  de- 
fence of  the  Chriflians,  and  appeared  to  have  been 
made  by  Indian  weapons.  The  compliments  of  con- 
dolance  being  pari,  he  prefented  him  with  eight 
firings  of  fmall  beads,  compofed  of  white,  green, 
and  red  flones,  a  firing  of  gold  beads,  a  regal  crown 
of  the  fame  metal,  and  three  fmall  calabafhes,  full 
of  gold  dufl,  weighing  about  two  pounds.  In  re- 
turn for  thefe  valuable  prefents,  the  admiral  gave 
him  toys  to  the  amount  of  three  reals,  or  eighteen 
pence,  which  he  prized  at  a  very  high  rate.  Though 
he  was  extremely  ill,  he  infifled  on  accompanying 
his  guefl  to  the  fleet,  where  he  was  courteoufly  en- 
tertained, and  very  much  furprifed  at  the  fight  of 
fome  horfes.  He  was  afferward  inflructed  in  the 
rnyfleries  of  the  Chriftian  religion,  which  he  at  firfl 
had  made  fome  fcruple  to  embrace.  The  admiral 
being  difgufled  at  this  place,  which  had  been  the 
fcene  of  fo  many  difailers  to  him  and  his  people, 
and  knowing  that  in  the  neighbourhood  there  were 
more  commodious  places  for  a  fettlement,  failed  to 
the  eaflward  with  the  whole  fleet,  on  Saturday  De- 
cember 7th,  and  next  day  came  to  an  anchor  among 
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the  fmall  iflaiids  of  Monte  Chrifto,  which,  though 
deftitute  of  trees,  are  neverthelefs  pleafant ;  for  in 
that  winter  feafon  they  abounded  with  flowers,  nefts 
full  of  young  birds,  and  every  other  production  of 
fummer.  Weighing,  however,  he  failed  from  thence, 
and  anchored  before  an  Indian  town,  where  he  de- 
figned  to  plant  a  colony. 

With  this  view,  all  the  men  defigned  for  fettlers, 
together  with  provifion  and  proper  utenfils,  were 
landed  in  a  plain,  where  he  built  a  tower  called  Ifa- 
bella,  in  honour  of  the  queen.  This  was  judged  a 
very  convenient  fpot,  becaufe  it  was  under  a  rock  on 
which  a  fort  might  be  erected :  the  harbour  was 
very  large,  and  at  the  diftance  of  a  bow-fhot  ran  a 
river  of  delicate  water,  from  which  canals  might  be 
drawn  through  the  middle  of  the  town  $  and  be- 
yond it  lay  an  extenfive  open  plain,  from  which,  the 
Indians  faid,  the  mines  of  Ceboa  were  not  very  dis- 
tant. From  the  nth  day  of  December  the  admiral 
♦was  eagerly  employed  in  regulating  this  fettlement, 
which  being  tolerably  well  adjufted,  he  fent  Alonzo 
de  Hoieda,  with  fifteen  men,  in  quell  of  the  gold 
mines ;  and  on  the  2d  day  of  February  he  difmhTed 
twelve  mips  of  his  fleet  to  Caflile,  under  the  com- 
mand of  captain  Antonio  de  Torres.  Hoieda  foon 
returned,  and  gave  the  following  account  of  his  ex- 
pedition. 

On  the  fecond  day  he  lay  at  the  pafs  of  an  almoft 
inacceffible  mountain  ;  at  the  diilance  of  every  league 
he  found  a  cacique,  by  i/hom  he  was  hofpitably  re- 
ceived -,  and  continuing  his  journey,  arrived  on  the 
fixth  day  at  the  mines  of  Ceboa,  where  he  actually 
faw  the  Indians  take  up  gold  from  a  fmall  river,  as 
they  afterward  did  from  many  others  of  the  fame 
province.  This  information  was  extremely  agree- 
able to  the  admiral,  who  was  juft  recovered  from  a 
fit  of  illnefs,  occafioned  by  fatigue;  and  on  Wed- 
nefday  March  12th  he  fet  out  from  Ifabella  for  Ce- 
boa, attended  by  the  people  who  were  in  health,  on 
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foot  and  horfeback,  except  a  ftrong  guard  which  he 
left  in  the  two  mips,  and  three  caravals,  that  re- 
mained under  the  command  of  his  brother  Diego 
Columbus.  This  precaution  he  took  in  confequence 
of  a  confpiracy  he  had  dete&ed  on  board,  headed  by 
one  Bernarde  de  Pifa,  who  had  embarked  from 
Spain  in  quality  of  comptroller  to  their  catholic  ma- 
jefties  :  but  the  combination  being  difcovered,  Co- 
lumbus fecured  the  ringleader,  until  he  mould  have 
an  opportunity  of  fending  him  home  to  undergo  his 
trial.  Having  thus  prevented  the  fatal  confequences 
of  a  mutiny,  he  departed  for  Ceboa,  with  neceffaries 
to  build  a  fort  in  that  province,  for  the  fecurity  df 
thofe  who  fhould  be  left  to  gather  gold  among  the 
Indians;  and  that  he  might  the  more  intimidate  and 
awe  thefe  favages,  he  made  a  parade  of  all  his  peo- 
ple, whom  he  ordered  to  march  through  their  vil- 
lages in  rank  and  file,  with  their  arms  and  accoutre- 
ments, trumpets  founding,  and  colours  flying.  In 
his  march  he  palled  by  many  Indian  towns,  com- 
pofed  of  round  thatched  houfes,  the  doors  of  which 
were  fo  fmall,  thai  no  perfon  could  enter  without 
ftooping  very  low.  The  inhabitants  feemed  to  have 
no  notion  of  private  property,  for  they  attempted  to 
take  from  the  Spaniards  any  thing  they  chanced  to 
like,  and  were  furprifed  at  meeting  with  a  repulfe. 
The  whole  way  was  diverfified  with  pleafant  moun- 
tains covered  with  wild  vines,  aloes,  caffia,  and  va* 
rious  forts  of  trees. 

On  the  14th  of  March,  the  admiral  fet  forward 
for  the  river  of  Canes  •,  and  having  proceeded  a 
league  and  a  half,  arrived  at  the  banks  of  another, 
which  he  named  the  Golden  river,  becaufe  here  they 
gathered  fome  dufl  and  a  few  grains  of  that  metal. 
Having  with  fome  difficulty  paffed  this  large  body 
of  water,  he  found  a  confiderable  town,  and  all  the 
houfes  fhut  againft  him  by  the  inhabitants,  who  had 
barred  the  doors  with  canes,  which  they  looked  upon 
as  an  impregnable  defence.  On  the  16th  of  March, 
he  entered  the  province  of  Ceboa.,  which,  though 
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rough  and  ftony,  yields  plenty  of  grafs,  and  is  wa- 
tered by  feveral  rivers  abounding  with  gold,  walhed 
down  from  the  mountains  \  but  has  few  trees,  ex- 
cept fome  pines  and  palms  on  the  banks  of  the 
rivers. 

His  firft  care  was  to  erect  a  fort  in  a  very  flrong, 
though  pleafant  fituation,  to  command  the  country 
about  the  mines,  and  protect  the  Chriftian  adven- 
turers. This  fortification,  which  he  called  the  caf- 
tle  of  St.  Thomas,  was  fufficient  to  render  all  the 
attempts  of  the  Indians  abortive.  It  was  garrifoned 
by  fifty-fix  men,  under  the  command  of  Peter  Mar- 
garite,  and  among  thefe  were  workmen  of  all  forts, 
to  finifh  and  repair  the  fort. 

The  admiral,  after  giving  proper  directions  to 
the  garriibn,  fet  out  on  his  return  for  Ifabella,  and 
arrived  there  on  the  29th  of  March,  where  he  found 
melons  already  fit  to  eat,  though  the  feed  had  not 
been  above  two  months  in  the  ground.  Cucumbers 
came  to  perfection  in  twenty  days  ;  and  a  wild  vine 
in  the  country,  being  pruned,  produced  large  and 
excellent  grapes.  The  next  day  a  peafant  gathered 
cars  of  wheat,  which  he  had  fown  in  the  latter  end 
of  January  :  vetches  improved  in  the  foil,  and  pro- 
duced a  ripe  crop  in  twenty  five  days  after  they  were 
fown.  The  ftones  of  fruit  fprouted  out  in  feven 
days  •,  the  vine  branches  put  forth  in  the  fame  time, 
yielding  green  grapes  in  five  and  twenty  days,  and 
fugar  canes  budded  in  the  fame  fpace  ;  fo  that  the 
admiral  was  perfectly  well  pleafed  with  the  climate, 
the  foil,  and  the  water,  which  was  extremely  pure, 
cool,  wholefome  and  palatable. 

On  the  1  ft  of  April,  a  mefTenger  arrived  from  St. 
Thomas,  with  intelligence,  that  the  cacique  Cau- 
nabo  was  employed  in  making  preparations  for  at- 
tacking the  fort :  and  though  Columbus  paid  no  re- 
gard to  this  report,  knowing  how  little  the  natives 
were  to  be  feared,  efpeciaily  as  they  were  fo  much 
terrified  by  the  horfes,  yet  intending  to  put  to  fea 
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with  his  three  caravals,  in  order  to  difcover  the  con- 
tinent, he  refolved  to  leave  every  thing  quiet  be- 
hind him  ;  and  for  that  purpofe  fent  a  reinforcement 
of  feventy  men  to  the  fort,  the  greateft  part  of 
whom  had  orders  to  make  the  roads  more  paflfable, 
and  find  out  the  fords  of  the  rivers.  In  the  mean 
time  he  compleated  his  town,  which  was  laid  out  in 
regular  ftreets,  with  a  convenient  market  place,  and 
fupplied  it  with  the  river  water,  conveyed  through 
an  artificial  canal.  He  likewife  ere&ed  a  water-mill 
to  grind  wheat ;  but  as  his  people  were  not  as  yet 
accuftomed  to  the  food  of  the  natives,  and  provi- 
fions  beginning  to  fail,  he  determined  to  fend  all 
the  fuperfluous  mouths  to  Spain.  This  ftep  he  was 
rather  induced  to  take,  becaufe  the  climate  difagreed 
with  many,  who  were  in  a  fick  and  languifhing 
condition  :  as  for  thofe  who  enjoyed  health,  and  were 
not  abfolutely  neceiTary  in  the  town,  he  fent  them 
out  to  traverfe  the  ifland,  that  they  might  recon- 
noitre the  ground,  accurlom  themfelves  to  the  In- 
dian diet,  and  ftrike  a  terror  into  the  inhabitants : 
they  were  commanded  by  Hoieda,  who  had  orders 
to  march  into  Ceboa,  and  deliver  them  to  Peter 
Margarite,  who  received  directions  to  lead  them 
round  the  ifland,  while  Hoieda  commanded  the  fort 
of  St.  Thomas, 

Accordingly  four  hundred  of  the  Spaniards  de- 
parted on  the  29th  of  April  from  Ifabella;  and, 
having  crofled  the  river  del  Qro,  apprehended  a  ca- 
cique, whom,  together  with  his  brother,  they  fent 
in  irons  to  the  admiral.  This  punifhment  was  in- 
Hided  on  the  cacique  for  breach  of  truft.  He  had 
accommodated  three  Spaniards  in  their  way  from  St. 
Thomas  to  Ifabella  with  five  Indians  to  carry  their 
cloaths  over  a  river  \  but  the  Spaniards  were  no 
fooner  in  the  middle  of  the  ftream,  than  the  favages 
ran  away  with  the  baggage,  and  the  cacique,  inflead 
of  punifliing  them  for  t\\t  theft,  refufed  to  reflore 
the  booty. 

Another 
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Another  cacique  who  dwelt  beyond  the  river,  re* 
lying  upon  the  fervice  he  had  done  the  Spaniards* 
accompanied  the  prifoners  to  Ifabella,  in  order  to 
intercede  in  their  behalf  with  the  admiral,  who  en- 
tertained him  courteoully ;  but  in  order  to  inhance 
the  value  of  the  favour  he  intended  to  grant,  com- 
manded the  delinquents  to  be  brought  out  to  execu- 
tion. The  mediator  feeing  them  in  this  dangerous 
fituation,  flied  a  flood  of  tears,' and  begged  their 
lives  might  be  fpared,  with  the  moil  earneft  entrea* 
ties  -9  in  confequence  of  which  they  were  pardoned 
and  difmifTed.  Immediately  after  their  releafe,  a 
man  on  horfeback,  juft  arrived  from  St.  Thomas's* 
told  the  admiral,  that  in  his  way  through  the  town 
belonging  to  the  cacique  who  had  been  prifoner,  he 
had  fingly  refcued  four  Spaniards,  whom  the  In- 
dians had  taken  by  way  of  reprifals,  and  chafed 
about  four  hundred  people,  who  fled  at  the  very 
fight  of  his  horfe. 

Columbus  having  now  fitted  out  his  fleet  for  a 
new  expedition,  appointed  a  council  to  govern  the 
ifland  in  his  abfence,  confifting  of  his  brother  Diego 
as  prefident,  and  five  other  perfons*.  Then  he  fail- 
ed to  Cuba,  ran  along  the  fouth  fide  of  that  ifland, 

*  It  was  during  the  time  that  Columbus  was  thus  fettling  the 
affairs  of  Hifpaniola,  that  John  Cabot,  (a  citizen  of  Venice,  who 
lived  at  Briftol)  and  his  fori  Sebaftian,  failed  from  the  laft  men- 
tioned city  upon  difcoverie3;  faw  the  continent  of  Newfoundland* 
to  which  they  gave  the  name  of  Prima  Vijla9  or  Firft-feen  ;  and  on 
the  24th  of  June,  the  fame  year  1494*  went  aftiore  on  an  ifland, 
which  they  called  St.  John's,  from  its  being  difcovered  on  St.  John's 
day.  John  Cabot,  on  his  return  to  England,  obtained  a  parent  for 
making  difcoveries ;  but  dying  foon  after,  king  Henry  VII.  grant* 
ed  a  new  patent  to  his  fon  Sebaftian,  who  fet  fail  on  the  4th  of 
May,  1497,  before  Columbus  began  his  third  voyage.  Sebaftian 
failed  as  high  as  670  30'  north  latitude  ;  proceeded  from  thence 
into  the  latitude  of  56°,  and  from  thence  ran  down  to  3 8°  along 
the  coaft  of  the  continent  of  America,  which  he  exprefly  fays, 
was  afterwards  called  Florida,  where  provinons  growing  fhort, 
he  failed  back,  touched  at  Newfoundland,  and  returned  to  Eng- 
land. 

and 
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and  put  into  a  large  bay,  which   he  called  Puerto 
Grande,  from  its  extent  and  depth  of  water. 

On  the  3d  of  May,  the  admiral  failed  for  Jamaica, 
where  he  was  told  there  was  great  plenty  of  gold,  and 
on  the  5th,  anchored  in  that  ifland,  which  he  thought 
the  moft  beautiful  of  any  he  had  yet  feen.  An  afto- 
nifhing  multitude  of  natives  came  on  board  in  canoes 
of  different  fizes,  to  barter  provifions,  which  they  ex- 
changed for  the  moil  inconfiderable  toys.  The  next 
day,  he  coafted  along  the  more;  but  fending  out 
his  boats  to  found  the  mouths  of  fome  harbours,  they 
were  furrounded  by  canoes  full  of  armed  men,  who 
feenied  bent  upon  committing  acts  of  hoftility.  The 
Spaniards,  however,  being  refolved  to  enter  Puerto 
Bueno,  faluted  them  with  a  flight  of  arrows,  by  which 
fix  or  feven  were  wounded,  and  the  reft:  fo  intimi- 
dated, that  they  fled  with  precipitation.  In  this 
harbour,  the  admiral's  fhip  was  repaired,  and  on  the 
14th,  he  flood  over  again  to  Cuba,  with  full  refolu- 
tion  to  know  whether  it  was  an  ifland  or  a  continent. 
The  fame  day  a  very  young  Indian  of  Jamaica  coming 
on  board,  defiredto  accompany  the  admiral  to  Spain  ; 
and  though  many  of  his  kindred  and  countrymen 
came,  with  tears  in  their  eyes,  earneftly  entreating 
him  to  return,  he  perfifled  in  his  refoiution,  and  the 
admiral  gave  orders  he  mould  be  treated  with  the  ut« 
mofi  kindnefs  and  civility. 

On  the  15th,  the  admiral  reached  the  point  of  Cu- 
ba, which  he  denominated  Cabo  de  Santa  Cruz  ;  and 
as  he  coafted  along,  was  overtaken  by  a  terrible  florin, 
attended  with  thunder  and  lightning,  the  more  dan- 
gerous as  he  was  entangled  among  flats  and  currents, 
which  hindered  him  from  taking  in  his  fails.  He 
found  the  whole  fea,  to  the  north  and  north-eaft,  ifi- 
terfperfed  with  a  vafl  number  of  little,  low,  fandy 
iflands,  fome  of  which  fcarce  appear  above  the  fur- 
face  of  the  water,  and  render  the  navigation  very 
difficult.  Indeed  the  nearer  they  failed  to  Cuba,  the 
higher  and  pleafanter  thefe  iilands  appeared  ;  and  -as 

it 
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it  would  have  been  a  tedious  talk  to  beftow  a  name 
upon  every  particular,  he  {tiled  them  the  Queen's 
Garden.  The  next  day  they  feemed  to  multiply  on 
all  hands,  infomuch  that  the  men  reckoned  one  hun- 
dred and  fixty,  parted  from  each  other  by  navigable 
channels,  through  fome  of  which  the  mips  failed. 
On  thefe  they  faw  a  great  number  of  cranes  red  as 
fcarlet,  abundance  of  tortoifes  or  turtle,  and  their 
eggs,  and  an  infinite  number  of  little  fmging  birds. 
The  very  air  was  as  fweet  as  if  it  had  been  impreg- 
nated with  the  fcent  of  rofes,  and  all  other  vegetable 
perfumes.  > 

In  one  of  thofe  channels  they  found  a  canoe  with 
fifhermen,  who  feeing  the  boat  approach,  made  figns 
to  the  Spaniards  to  lay  upon  their  oars,  until  they 
had  performed  their  operation,  which  was  very  lin- 
gular and  curious.     They  had  tied  a  firing  round  the 
tail  of  fome  fmall  rimes  called  reves,  that  are  taught 
to  encounter  other  flfb,  to  which  they  cling  fo  fail,  by 
means  of  a  certain  roughnefs  and  vifcofity  in  their 
fkin,  that  the  fifhermen  draw  them  up  together :  up* 
on  this  occafion  they  caught  a  tortoife  ;  and  the  reve 
was  wound  about  its  neck,  where  they  generally  fallen 
to  fecure  themfelves  from  the  teeth  of  their  game  ♦, 
and  in  this  manner  they  will  fometimes  attack  marks 
of  the  largefl  fize.     The  Indians  having  drawn  their 
line  very  quietly,  went  on  board  of  the  admiral,  and 
prefented  the  fi(h  which  they  had  caught ;  for  which 
he  gratified  them  with  a  few  baubles,  and  held  on 
his  courfe :  though  he  now  began  to  be  in  want  of 
provifions,  and  his  health  was  very  much  impaired  by 
fatigue  and  want  of  reft,  which  he  would  not  venture 
to  enjoy  amidfl  fuch  a  number  of  unknown   iflands, 
which  every  night  produce  a  great  fog  to  the  eailward, 
accompanied  with  thunder  and  lightning,  though  it 
vanifhes  as  foon  as  the  moon  is  riien.     During  the 
night,  the  wind  generally  blows  off  more,  but  in  the 
day  it  is  almofl  always  eafteriy,  and  feems  to  follow 
the  fun  in  its  diurnal  courfe. 

On 
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r  On  the  2 2d  of .  May,  the  admiral  landed  on  an 
inland  fomewhat  larger  than  the  reft,  which  he  called 
St.  Mary,  and  entered  a  town  abandoned  by  the  in- 
habitants, where  he  found  nothing  but  filh,  and  forne 
dogs  that  refemble  maftirrs.  He  then  directed  his 
courfe  north- eaft,  where  he  was  {till  perplexed  and 
fatigued,  by  failing  and  founding  among  an  aftonifh- 
ing  number  of  flats  and  iflands ;  becaufe,  in  fpite 
of  all  His  precautions  in  founding  and  keeping  a 
good  look-out,  the  fhip  was  often  a-ground,  and 
there  was  no  poffibility  of  avoiding  this  inconver 
nience :  this  confideration,  joined  to  thofe  we  have 
already  mentioned,  obliged  him  to  relinqnifh  his 
defign  of  failing  eaft  about  until  he  mould  return  to 
Spain. 

The  mips  being  now  in  want  of  water,  Columbus 
touched  again  at  Cuba,  and  one  of  the  Tailors  going 
up  among  the  trees  with  a  crofs-bow  in  fearch  of 
game,  faw  about  thirty  people  armed  with  fpears  and 
ftaves,  called  Macanas,  and  among  them  a  perfoil 
clad  in  a  white  coat  or  veft  that  reached  down  to  his 
knees,  and  carried  by  two  men  in  long  garments  of 
the  fame  fluff,  all  three  being  as  white  as  Spaniards  : 
but  he  had  no  cdnvcrfatidn  with  them  ;  becaufe,  fee- 
ing  fuch  a  number,  he  called  to  his  companions,  and 
the  Indians  ran  away  without  looking  back.  Next 
day  the  admiral  fent  people  on  more  to  know  the 
truth  of  this  report,  but  the  woods  and  bogs  were 
fo  impaifable,  that  they  could  not  proceed  in  their 
inquiry. 

About  ten  leagues  to  the  weftward  of  this. place, 
they  faw  houfes,  from  which  the  natives  came  in  ca- 
noes, with  water,  and  fuch  food  as  they  eat ;  and  one 
of  them  was  detained  as  an  interpreter  by  the  ad- 
miral, who  promifed  to  difmifs  him  in  fafety,  as  foon 
as  he  mould  have  given  him  proper  directions  for  his 
voyage,  and  a  diftinct  account  of  the  country.  The 
Indian  was  fatisfied  with  his  promife,  and  gave  him 
m  understand  that  Cuba  was  an  ifland  5  that  the  king 
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or  cacique  of  the  weftern  part  never  fpoke  to  h*5*fur> 
jects,  but  made  certain  figns,  in  confequence  of  which 
all  his  orders  were  performed  *  and  that  all  the  coaft 
was  very  low,  and  furrounded  by  fmall  iflands.  Next 
day,  June  the  nth,  the  admiral  being  inclofed  be- 
tween two  of  thefe,  was  obliged  to  tow  the  mips  over  a 
flat ;  and  bearing  up  clofer  to  Cuba,  they  faw  very  large 
tortoifes,  in  fuch  numbers,  that  they  actually  covered 
the  fea.  Next  day  the  fun  was  darkened  by  a  cloud 
of  fea-crows  that  came  from  feaward,  and  lighted  up- 
on the  ifland,  where  they  likewife  faw  abundance  of 
pigeons  and  other  birds  ;  and  afterward,  fuch  fwarms 
of  butterflies,  that  the  day  was  obfcured  from  morn- 
ing till  night,  when  they  were  carried  away  by  a  de- 
luge of  rain. 

On  the  13th  of  June,  the  admiral  being  in  want  of 
wood  and  water,  anchored  in  the  ifland  of  Evange- 
lifta,  about  thirty  leagues  in  compafs;  and  having 
provided  the  mips  with  what  they  wanted,  directed 
his  courfe  fouthward,  in  hopes  of  finding  another 
pafTage  :  but,  after  having  failed  a  few  leagues  through 
what  feemed  to  be  a  channel,  he  faw  himfelf  embayed, 
and  was  obliged  to  return  as  he  entered.  Hence  he 
failed  on  the  25th,  towards  fome  fmall  iflands  that 
appeared  to  the  north-weft  ;  not  far  from  which  the 
fea  feemed  in  different  places  to  be  of  various  colours, 
owing,  in  all  probability,  to  the  (hallow  water,  and 
nature  of  the  bottom  feen  through  it.  Thence  re- 
turning to  the  coaft  of  Cuba,  he  flood  to  the  eaftward 
with  fcant  winds,  and  on  the  30th  day  of  June,  while 
he  was  writing  his  journal,  the  fhip  rarr  a-ground  fo 
fail,  that  flie  could  not  be  got  off  without  great  diffi- 
culty, and  fome  damage. 

Mafs  was  performed  on*  the  7th  or  July,  during 
which  they  were  vifited  by  an  old  cacique  of  that 
province,  who  liftened  very  attentively  to  the  fervice, 
and  afterwards  fignified  his  belief  of  the  exiftence  of 
a  fupreme  Being,  who  rewards  virtue,,  and  punifhes 

vke 
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Xict  in  a  future  ftate :  he  was  acquainted  with  fome 
bf  the  chiefs  in  Hifpaniola,  had  been  in  Jamaica,  and 
at  the  weft  end  of  Cuba,  where  the  cacique  was  clad 
like  a  prieft. 

On  the  1 6th  of  July,  the  admiral  put  to  fea,  though 
trery  much  incommoded  by  the  rains  and  winds, 
which,  ds  he  approached  Cape  Cruz,  fuddenly  in- 
creafed  to  fuch  a  ftorrri,  that  the  mips  were  almoft 
overfet  before  the  fails  could  be  furled,  and  they 
ihipped  fo  much  water,  that  the  men  were  fcarce 
able  to  keep  them  clear  by  pumping,  fo  much  were 
they  reduced  by  fatigue  and  want  of  provifions :  a 
man's  allowance  being  ftinted  to  a  pound  of  rotted 
bifket,  and  half  a  pint  of  witife  per  day,  which  the 
admiral  hi mfelf  did  not  exceed.  In  this  diftrefs,  he^ 
on  the  1 8th  of  July,  reached  Cape  Cruz*  where  he 
was  very  civilly  entertained  by  the  Indians,  whofup- 
plied  him  with  bread  called  caffada,  made  of  roots 
grated,  abundance  of  fifh,  and  ftore  of  pleafaht  fruit; 
Thus  refrefhed,  he  Hood  over  to  Jamaica  on  the  2  2d 
day  of  July,  and  coafting  along  to  the  weftward^ 
found  it  full  of  excellent  harbours,  and  abounding 
with  inhabitants ;  he  judged  it  to  be  about  So  miles 
in  corrrpafs. 

The  weatlier  clearing  up,  he  failed  to  the  eaftward? 
and  ort  the  20th  of  Auguft,  making  the  fouth  fide  of 
Hifpaniola,  called  the  fifft  point  Cape  St.  Michael^ 
which  is  about  thirty  leagues  diftant  from  the  moft 
eafterly  part  of  Jamaica,  and  at  prefent  known  by  the 
name  of  Cape  Tiburon.  On  the  23d  he  was  vifited 
aboard  by  a  cacique,  who  called  him  by  his  name, 
and  pronounced  fome  Spanifh  words  j  and  about  the 
latter  end  of  the  month,  he  anchored  in  an  ifland 
known  by  the  name-  of  Alto  Velo,  after  having  loft 
fight  of  the  other  two  mips  that  were  under  his  com- 
mand. Here  the  men  killed  eight  fealS  that  lay  afleep 
on  the  more,  and  took  abundance  of  pigeons  and 
other  birds,  which,  being  uriaccu  domed  to  the  cruelty 
bf  the  human  fpecies,  flood  ftill3  and  allowed  them^ 
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felves  to  be  knocked  on  the  head  with  ftaves.  At. 
the  end  of  fix  days,  being  joined  by  the  miffing  mips, 
they  flood  for  the  ifland  Beata,  at  the  diftance  of 
twelve  leagues  from  Alto  Velo  :  thence  coafting  along 
Hifpaniola,  which-  exhibited  a  delightful  profpect  of 
a  plain,  running  up  a  mile  from  the  fea,fb  populous., 
that  for  a  whole  league  it  feemed  to  be  one  continued 
town,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  which  appeared  a  lake, 
Eve  leagues  in  length  from  eaft  to  weft.  Here  the 
natives  came  aboard  in  their  canoes,  and  informed  the 
admiral,  that  they  had  been  vifited  by  fome  Spaniards 
from  Ifabella,  where  all  was  well.  He  was  very  much 
pleafed  with  this  information,  and  immediately  dis- 
patched nine  men  acrofs  the  ifland  to  his  colony,  with 
the  news  of  his  fafe return,  while  he  and  his  mips  ftill 
failed  along  the  coafl  to  the  eaflward.  In  this  courfe 
he  fent  the  boats  for  water,  near  a  great  town,  from 
which  the  Indians  came  to  oppofe  their  landing,  with 
bows  and  poifonous  arrows,  and  produced  fome  ropes, 
with  which  they  threatened  to  tend  the  Chriftians •:• 
but  as  loon  as  the  boats  reached  the  fhore,  they  laid 
down  their  arms,  and  afked  for  the  admiral,  to  whom 
they  made  a  tender  of  all  they  had. 

Near  this  place,  they  faw  in  the  fea  a  fifh-  as  big  as 
a  whale,  with  a  great  fhell,  like  that  of  a  tortoife, 
upon  its  neck  :'•  it  bore  its  head,  which  was  as  large 
as  an  hogfhead,  above  water,  had  a  very  long  tail, 
refembling  that  of  a  tunny  fifh,  and  two  large  fins  on 
the  fides.  From  this,  and-  other  concurring  figns, 
the  admiral  prognoflisated  a  change  of  weather,  and 
feeking  fome  place  where  he  might  ridefecure,  it  was 
his  good  fortune  to  difcover  an  ifland  near  the  eaft  part 
©f  Hifpaniola,  cabled  by  the  natives  Adamanai.  Be- 
tween this  and  Hifpaniola,  he  came  to  an  anchor 
clofe  under  another  fmall  ifland,*  and  obferved  an 
eclipfe  of  the  moon,  which  was  followed  by  a  temper! 
that  lafted  feveral  days  ;  fo  that  he  was  obliged  to  lie 
in  this  fituation  till  the  20th,  not  without  g;reat  ap- 
prehenflon  on  account  of  the  other  veffels  which  could 
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not  get  in.  However,  they  weathered  the  ftorm  and 
joined  the  admiral,  who  failed  on  the  24th  to  the 
eaftermoft  point  of  Hifpaniola  -,  from  whence  he 
palTed  over  to  a  little  iflarid  which  the  Indians  called 
Mona,  and  in  his  paffage  from  hence  to  St.  John  de 
Borriguen,  he  was,  in  confequence  of  the  fatigue  he 
had  undergone,  feized  with  a  penitential  and  lethar- 
gic fever,  which  deprived  him  of  liis  fenfes  and  me- 
mory. In  this  dilemma,  it  was  refolved  by  his  peo- 
ple to  defifb  from  the  defign  he  had  formed,  of  dif- 
covering  the  Caribbees,  and  to  return  to  Ifabella^ 
where  they  arrived  in  live  days  ^  and  on  the  29th  of 
September,  the  admiral  recovered  the  ufe  of  his  rea- 
fon,  and  his  fever  left  him,  though  his  weaknefs  lafted 
five  months, 

On  his  arrival  at  Ifabella,  he  found  his  brother 
Bartholomew,  who,  in  returning  to  Spain  from  the 
court  of  England,  had  been  informed  of  Chriftopher's 
fuccefs,  by  Charles  king  of  France,  who  fupplied  him 
with  a  hundred  crowns  for  the  expence  of  his  journey. 
Having  received  this  intelligence,  he  made  all  the 
hafte  he  could  to  overtake  the  admiral  in  Spain,  but 
before  he  arrived  in  Sevil,  his  brother  had  lailed  on 
his  fecond  voyage :  however,  he  foon  followed  with 
three  mips,  the  command  of  which  was  given  to  him 
by  their  catholic  majefties.  And  now  the  admiral 
made  him  governor  of  the  Indies,  though  this  title 
occafioned  fome  difpute ;  becaufe  the  king  and  queea 
alleged,  that  Chriftopher  had  no  power  to  grant  fuch 
an  office :  neverthelefs  this  difference  was  compro- 
mifed,  and  bis  place  confirmed  under  the  title  of 
Adelantado,  or  lieutenant  of  the  Indies. 

Though  the  company  and  afliitance  of  Bartholo- 
mew were  of  great  comfort  and  fervice  to  the  admi- 
ral, he  was  involved  in  infinite  trouble  and  vexation, 
by  the  mifconducl  of  Peter  Ivlargarite,  which  had 
produced  a  revolt  among  the  Indians.  This  officer, 
inftead  of  obeying  the  orders  of  Columbus,  in  tra- 
yerfing  and  reducing  the  ifland,  with  360.  foot,  and 
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14  horfe,  which  were  left  under  his  command,  en- 
camped in  a  great  plain,  called  Vega  Real,  at  the 
diftance  of  ten  leagues  from  Ifabella,  from  whence 
he  fent  infolent  letters,  and  even  orders  to  the  council, 
over  which  he  wanted  to  domineer :  but  finding  it 
impracticable  to  fucceed  in  his  defign  pf  ufurping 
the  fupreme  command,  and  dreading  the  return  of 
the  admiral,  who  would  call  him  to  an  account  for 
his  behaviour,  he  embarked  in  the  firft  fhip  bound 
for  Spain,  without  having  affigned  any  reafon  for  his 
departure,  or  in  any  fhape  difpofed  of  the  men  who 
were  under  his  command  ;  fo  that  every  perfon  being 
at  liberty  to  follow  his  own  inclination,  they  djf- 
perfed  tjiemfelves  in  the  country,  robbed  the  natives 
of  their  women  and  effects,  and  committed  fuch  out-? 
rages,  as  entirely  alienated  the  affections  of  the  In- 
dians, and  even  induced  them  to  lay  fchemes  of  re- 
yenge. 

Indeed  they  might  have  eafily  fhaken  off  the  Spa- 
pifh  yoke,  had  they  united  in  their  own  defence  :  for, 
there  were  four  principal  kings  or  caciques,  namely, 
Caunabo,  Guacanagari,  Behechico,  and  Guarconex, 
and  upon  each  of  thefe  70  or  80  petty  lords  de- 
pended ;  not  that  thefe  vaffals  paid  tribute,  but  were 
pbliged,  when  called,  to  affift  them  in  their  wars  and 
agriculture.  Guacanagari  continued  a  firm  friend,  tq 
the  Chriftians  y  and,  vifiting  the  admiral  at  his  re- 
turn, declared  he  had  been  in  no  fhape  aiding  or 
affilting  to  thofe  who  had  injured  the  Spaniards  ;  but, 
on  the  contrary,  had  protected  and  maintained  one 
hundred  of  his  people,  and  for  that  reafon  incurred 
the  difpleafure  of  the  other  kings.  Behechico  had 
killed  one  of  his  women,  and  another  had  been  taken 
away  by  Caunabo  9  fo  that  he  implored  the  affiftance 
of  Columbus,  to  recover  her  who  was  alive,  and  re- 
venge the  other's  death.  The  admiral  had  fo  often 
experienced  the  humanity  and  affection  of  this  ca- 
cique, that  he  refolved  to  redrefs  his  wrongs,  efpe- 
eiajly  as  it  was  his  intereft  to  foment  and  maintain 
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difTention  among  the  Indian  chiefs,  who,  in  being 
divided,  would  be  the  more  eafily  fubdued.  In  the 
mean  time,  fome  of  the  natives  who  had  murdered 
his  men,  being  apprehended,  were  punifhed  with, 
death,  and  others  lent  to  Spain  in  four  fhips,  which 
had  come  out  in  February,  under  the  command  of 
Antonio  de  Torres. 

On  the  24th  of  March  1495,  Columbus,  with  Gua- 
canagari,  departed  from  Ifabella,  to  profccute  the  war 
againil  'his  Indian  enemies,  who  were  afTembled  to  the 
number  of  one  hundred  thoufand,  while  his  forces 
did  not  exceed  two  hundred  Chrifrians^  with  twenty 
horfes  and  as  many  dogs. 

On  the  fecond  day  of  his  march,  being  in  fight  of 
the  enemy,  he  divided  his  army  into  two  bodies,  giv- 
ing the  command  of  one  half  to  his  brother  the  lieu- 
tenant, that  by  attacking  in  two  places  at  once,  they 
might  inereafe  the  terror  and  confufion  of  the  Indians, 
who  were  fcattered  about  the  plains.  Accordingly, 
the  Spaniards  having  firft  thrown  them  into  diforder, 
by  a  difcharge  of  their  crofs-bows  and  mulkets,  fell 
in  among  them  with  their  horfes  and  dogs,  charging 
with  fuch  fury,  that  the  faint-hearted  multitude  were 
routed  and  fled  different  ways,  with  great  precipita- 
tion. Many  were  ilain  in  the  purfuit,  and  a  great 
number  made  prifoners  •,  among  whom  was  Caunabo, 
with  all  his  wives  and  children.  This  cacique  con- 
fefTed  that  he  had  killed  twenty  of  the  Chriftians,  who 
had  been  left  with  Peter  de  Arna  at  the  Nativity, 
that  his  intention  was  to  act  in  the  fame  manner  .at  the 
town  of  Ifabella,  which  he  had  reconnoitered  under 
colour  of  friendship.  Such  a  confeflion,  together 
with  his  being  taken  in  actual  rebellion,  were  matters 
of  fuch  importance,  that  the  admiral  thought  proper 
to  fend  him  and  his  whole  family  into  Spain,  where 
they  might  be  ufed  according  to  the  pleafure  of  their 
Catholic  majellies. 

The  Indians  were  fo  much  intimidated  by  the  vic- 
tory which  the  Spaniards  had  obtained3  and  the  cap- 
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tivity  of  Caun'abo,  that  in  the  fpace  of  a  year,  the 
admiral,  without  drawing  afword,  reduced  the  whole 
ifland  to  obedience,  and  impofed  a  quarterly  tribute 
to  be  paid  to  the  king  and  queen  of  Spain.  Thus 
every  thing  was  fettled  to  the  fatisfacYion  of  all  par- 
ties, and  the  people  became  fo  quiet  and  pacific,  that 
a  fingle  Spaniard  could  travel  in  fafety  over  the  whole 
ifland,  and  be' received  every  where  with  hofpitality 
and  regard  :  though  by  this  time,  the  colony  was, 
by  the  difeafes  of  the  climate,  and  change  of  diet, 
reduced  to  lefs  than  one  third  of  the  number  which 
firft  landed  at  Ifabella. 

During  this  interval  of  peace,  the  Spaniards  by 
converging  with  the  natives,  became  better  acquainted 
with  their  manners  and  cuftoms,  and  among  other 
things,  learned  that  the  ifland  produced  copper, 
azure,  amber,  ebony,  cedar,  frankincenfe,  a  kind 
of  bitter  cinnamon,  ginger,  long-pepper,  and  a  great 
number  of  mulberry  trees,  which  bear  leaves  all  the 
y^ar  for  the  fupport  of  a  filjc  manufacture,  — With  re- 
gard to  religion,,  the  admiral  himfelf  writes,  that  every 
king  or  cacique,  here,  as  well  as' in  the  other  iflands 
and  continent,  had  a  detached  houfe  fet  apart  for  the 
lodging  and  fervice  of  certain  wooden  images  called 
Cemis,  before  which  they  prayed  with  great  devotion, 
and  peculiar  rites,  Caunabo  being  queftioned  about 
a  future  ftate,  faid,  that  after  death  he  fhould  go  to  a 
certain  vale,  where  he  fliould  find  his  parents  and 
predecefibrs,  and  eat,  and  drink,  and  enjoy  all  the 
lenfual  pleafures  in  the  higher!:  perfection. 

The  ifland  of  Hifpaniola  being  now  in  a  ftate  of 
quiet  fub'rnifiion,  the  colony  of  Ifabella  eftabliflied, 
and  three  forts  erected  in  different  parts,  for  the  fecu- 
rity  of  the  Spaniards,  the  admiral  refclved  to  return 
to  Caflile  to  give  an  account  of  thefe  tranfactions,  and 
acquit  himfelf  of  fome  flanderous  accufations,  which 
certain  envious  and  malicious  perfons  had  laid  again  fi: 
him  and  his  brother.  He  therefore,  on  Thurfday 
ioth  of  March,  1496,  went  on  board  with  two  hun- 

area 


0E  COLUMBUS,  m 

cfred  and  twenty-five  Spaniards,  and  thirty  Indians, 
embarked  in  two  caravals  called  Santa  Cruz  and  Nina3 
knd  failing  from  Ifabella  early  in  the  morning,  begari 
to  ply  to  the  eaflward. 

On  the  2 2d,  he  weathered  the  moil  eafterly  point 
of  the  ifland,  ftill  continuing  the  fame  courSe,  though 
the  wind  was  in  his  teeth,  till  the  6th  of  April,  when 
finding  his  provifions  falling  fhqrt,  and  his  men  weary 
and  difcouraged,  he  flood  off  more  Southerly  to  the 
Caribbee  iflands,  and  on  Saturday  the  9th,  anchored 
at  Marigalante.  Next  day  he  failed  to  Guadaloupe, 
and  fent  aihore  his  boats,  which  being  oppofed  by  a 
number  of  women,  who  rufhed  out  of  a  wood  with 
bows  and  arrows';  the  Spaniards  laying  on  their  oars, 
ordered  two  of  their  Indian  women  to  fwirri  afhore, 
and  tell  the  ifianders  that  they  wanted  nothing  but 
provifions,  for  which  they  v/ould  give  them  a  valuable 
confideration. 

"When  the  female  warriors  underflood  the  demand 
of  the  Chriflians,  they  directed  them  to  the  north- 
fide,  where  they  would  be  fupplied  by  their  hufbands: 
accordingly  the  fhips  coafling  round  the  ifland,  a 
great  number  of  people  came  down  to  the  fhore,  and 
let  fly  feveral  flights  of  arrows  at  the  boats :  but 
perceiving  the  Spaniards  rowed  towards  the  fhore, 
they  formed  an  ambufcade  in  the  nearefl  woods,  from 
whence,  however,  they  were  driven  by  the  cannon 
of  the  fhips ;  fo  that  their  houfes  and  effects  being 
abandoned,  were  pillaged  and  deflroyed  by  the  Chris- 
tians, who  being  acquainted  with  the  method,  went 
to  work,  and  made  a  Sufficient  quantity  of  bread  to 
Supply  their  wants.  In  thefe  Indian  houfes,  which, 
contrary  to  the  practice  of  the  other  iflands,  were 
Square,  they  found  large  parrots,  honey,  wax,  and 
Iron,  of  which  they  had  hatchets  and  looms  for  weav- 
ing their  tents  -,  and  in  qne,  they  perceived  a  man's 
arm  roafling  on  a  Spit. 

While  Some  of  the  people  were  employed  in  baking 
bread,    trie  admiral  detached  forty   men  to  obtain 
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fbme  intelligence  of  the  country,  and  next  day  they 
returned  with  ten  women  and  three  boys,  among 
-whom  was  the  wife  of  a  cacique,  who  had  been  taken 
by  a  Canary  man,  remarkably  fwift  of  foot.  Not- 
withftanding  his  nimbienefs,  he  could  not  have  over- 
taken her,  had  not  fhe,  feeing  him  alone,  turned  back 
in  full  confidence  of  making  him  her  prey.  She  ac- 
cordingly feized  and  threw  him  on  the  ground,  and 
fce  certainly  would  have  been  ftifled,  had  not  fome  o£ 
feis  companions  come  to  his  afliftance.  Thefe  women, 
who  are  exceflively  fat  and  thick,  fwathe  their  legs 
with  a  piece  of  cotton  from  the  ancle  to  the  knee, 
and  wear  their  hair  long  and  looie  flowing  upon  their 
fhouiders,  hut  no  other  part  of  their  bodies  is  covered. 
The  captive  lady  faid  the  ifland  was  inhabited  by 
women  only,  and  that  among  thofe  who  endeavoured 
to  oppofe  the  landing,  there  were  but  four  men,  who 
chanced  to  be  there  by  accident  •,  for,  at  certain  times 
of  the  year,  they  come  from  other  iflands,  to  pro- 
create  the  fpecies.  This  is  likewiie  the  cafe. in  ano- 
ther ifland  called  Matrimonio,  pofTerTed  by  the  fame 
fort  of  Amazons,  who  feemed  to  be  endued  with 
mafculine  flrength  and  a  clearnefs  of  understanding 
which  is  not  found  among  the  men  of  that  country  ; 
for  as  other  Indians  reckon  the  day  by  the  fun,  and 
the  night  by  the  moon  only,  the  women  are  acquaint- 
ed with  aftronomy,  and  they  meafure  their  time  by 
the  rifing  and  fetting  of  the  ftars. 

The  admiral  having  furniihea  his  (kips  v/ith  a  fup- 
ply  of  bread,  wood,  and  water,  fet  fail  from  Guada- 
loupe  on  the  20th  of  April,  after  having  gratified  and 
lent  on  ihore  all  the  inhabitant^  except  the  chief  lady 
and  her  daughter,  who  chofe  to  go  to  Spain  along 
with  Caunabo,  who,  though  a  cacique  of  Hifpaniola^ 
was  a  native  of  the  Caribbees. 

By  the  20th  of  May  the  (hips  being*  about  100 
Jeagues  weft  of  the  Azores,  provifions  began  to  fail, 
fo  that  each  man  was  reftricled  to  an  allowance  of  fix 
ounces  of  bread,  and  fomething  lejs  than  a  pint  of 
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prater  per  day;  and  the  admiral  found  the  Dutch 
compaffes  varied  a  point,  while  thofe  of  Genoa  had 
very  little  variation. 

On  the  8th  of  June,  feveral  days  after  the  reckon- 
ings of  all  the  pilots  had  been  out,  exactly  according 
to  the  admiral's  account,  they  made  the  land  of  Ode- 
nicra,  between  hifyon  and  Cape  St.  Vincent,  which 
fome  mjftook  for  the  coaft  of  Galicia,  while  others 
affirmed  they  were  in  the  Englifh  channel ;  and  by 
this  time  the  fcarcity  on  board  was  fo  great,  that 
many  of  the  people  propofed  to  eat  the  Indians,  and 
others  were  of  opinion  they  mould  be  thrown  over- 
board, in  order  to  leiTen  the  confurnption  of  the 
provifion  that  remained.  But  both  thefe  cruel  expe- 
dients wrere  rejected  by  the  admiral,  who  exerted  his 
whole  authority  and  addrefs  for  the  protection  of 
thofe  poor  creatures ;  and  next  morning  he  was  re- 
warded for  his  humanity  with  the  fight  of  land,  which 
agreed  fo,  well  with  his  prediction,  that  his  men  be- 
lieved he  was  actually  infpired  with  the  fpirit  of  pro- 
phecy. 

The  admiral  being  landed,  fet  out  for  Burgos, 
where  he  was  favourably  received  by  their  Catholic 
majefties,  who  were  then  celebrating  the  nuptials  of 
their  fon  Prince  John,  with  Margaret  pf  Auftria, 
daughter  of  Maximilian  the  emperor.  He  prefented 
the  king  and  queen  with  famples  pf  every  peculiar 
production  of  the  Indies,  fuch  as  birds,  beafls,  trees, 
plants,  inftruments,  and  utenfiis,  together  with  fe- 
veral girdles  and  malks  adorned  with  golden  plates, 
and  a  large  quantity  of  gold  duft,  with  grains  of  that 
metal  of  various' fizes,  from  the  bignefs  of  a  vetch,  to 
|hat  of  a  pigeon's  egg. 

Having  afterwards  vindicated  his  own  conduct  to 
the  fatisfaction  of  their  majefties,  he  earneftly  begged 
to  be  fent  back  with  fupplies  to  the  colony  which  he 
had  left  in  want  of  men  and  many  neceflaries  \  but 
notwithftanding  all  his  felicitations,  the  court  was  fo 
dilatory,  that' ten  or  twelve  months  elapfed  before  he 
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could  obtain  a  fupply,  which  was  feht  in  two  mips 
commanded  by  Peter  Fernandez  Coronell.  After  his 
departure,  Columbus  continued  at  court,  to  nego- 
date  the  equipment  of  fuch  a  fleet  as  would  be  pro- 
per for  him  to  conduct  to  the  Weft-Indies :  but  this 
was  long  retarded  by  the  negligence  and  mifmanage- 
meat  of  the"  king's  officers,  and  particularly  of  Don 
John  de  Fonieea  archdeacon  of  Sevile,  who  being 
afterwards  created  bifhop  of  Burgos,  proved  an  inve- 
terate enemy  to  the  admiral,  and  was  the  chief  of 
thofe  who,  in  the  fequel,  brought  him  into  difgrace 
-with  their  Catholic  rnajefties. 


The  Third  Voyage  of  COLUMBUS. 

COLUMBUS  having  forwarded  the  expedition 
with  the  utmoft  care  and  induftry,  on  the  30th 
of  May  1498,  ftt  fail  from  the  bay  of  St.  Lucar  de 
jBarrameda,  with  fix  (hips  loaded  with  provisions  and 
necefTaries  for  the  relief  of  the  planters  in  Hifpaniola| 
and  with  full  refolution  to  make  farther  difcoveries. 

On  the  7th  of  June  he  arrived  at  the  iiland  of 
Puerto  Santo,  where  he  took  in  wood  and  water :  on 
the  9th  he  touched  at  Madeira,  where  be  furnifhed 
himfelf  with  other  rgfremments ;  and  on  the  19th 
reached  Gpmera,  where  a  French  fhip  having  taken 
three  Spanifh  veffds,  weighed  and  itood  to  fea  with 
them,  at  fight  of  the  fquadron.  '  The  admiral  was  no 
fooner  informed  of  this  capture,  than  he  ordered 
three  of  his  ihips  to  give  chace  -,  but  they  made  too 
much  way  to  be  overtaken  :  one  of  the  prizes,  how- 
ever, was  retrieved  by  the  bravery  of  the  Spaniards, 
whom  the  French  had  left  on  board,  and  who  clap- 
ping their  captors  under  the  hatches^  brought  the 
veffel  fafely  into  port  again. 

From 
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From  hence  the  admiral  failed  for  the  ifland  of 
ferro,  where  he  refolved  to  fend  three  of  his  fhips  to 
Hifpaniola,  while  he  with  the  reft  fhould  fail  towards 
the  Cape  de  Verd  iflands,  and  from  thence  directly 
over  to  difcover  the  continent.  In  confequence  of 
this  determination,  he  appointed  Peter  de  Arana, 
Alonzo  Sancher  de  Caravajal,  and  John  Antonio 
Columbus  his  own  kinfman,  captains  of  the  three 
fhips  bound  to  Hifpaniola,  with  orders,  that  each 
mould  command  a  week  in  his  turn  •,  and  this  difpo- 
fition  being  made,  the  fhips  parted,  each  fquadron 
upon  its  respective  voyage. 

On  the  25th  @f  June,  the  admiral  defcried  the  ifland 
De  Sal,  and  paffing  it,  came  to  an  anchor  in  another 
tailed  Bona  Villa,  on  which  are  fix  or  feven  houfes 
for  tffi  accommodation  of  lepers  who  go  thither  to  be 
cured.  The  Portuguefe  who  had  charge  of  the  i*iland3 
immediately  went  aboard  the  admiral  to  offer  his  fer- 
vice,  and  was  gratified  with  a  prefent  of  fome  provi- 
lion,  which  was  extremely  acceptable,  as  they  live 
very  miferably  on  that  barren  foil.  Columbus  being 
deiirous  to  know  by  what  means  the  leprofy  was  cured 
in  this  place,  he  told  him,  that  the  recovery  of  the 
difeafed  was  effected  by  the  temperature  of  the  airl- 
and feeding  upon  tortoifes,  with  the  blood  of  which 
they  likewife  anointed  themfelves  externally.  Hither 
thefe  animals  repair  in  vaft  numbers  from  the  African 
fhore,  to  lay  their  eggs  in  trie  fand,  during  the  months' 
of  June,  July,  and  Auguft,  and  are  eafily  caught  by 
being  turned  on  their  backs  -while  they  are  afleep. 
This  is  the  only  employment  or  exercife  ufed  by  thefe 
wretched  lepers,  who  have  no  other  fultenance  ;  and 
there  is  neither  tree  nor  fprrn-g  on  the  ifland,  fo  that 
they  are  obliged  to  drink  the  water  of  certain  pits, 
which  is  brackifh  and  unpalatable. 

The  charge  of  the  whole  fpot  is  committed  to  one 
perfon,  with,  four  men  under  his  directions,  who  are 
wholly  employed  in  killing  and  faking  goats  to  be 
fern  to  Portugal     Of  thefe  creatures  there  are  fuch 
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multitudes  in  the  mountains,  that  in  the  courfe  of  one 
year,  they  had  fometimes  killed  to  the  value  of  four 
thoufand  ducats;  and  the  whole  flock  were  produced 
from  eight  goats,  carried  thither  by  the  proprietor 
of  the  ifland,  whofe  name  was  Roderick  Alfonfo. 

The  admiral,  on  the  30th  of  June,  failed  for  the 
ifland  of  St.  Jago,  where  he  came  to  aft  anchor  next 
day  in  the  evening,  and  fent  afhore  to  buy  fome  cows 
and  bulls,  as  a  live  flock  for  his  plantation  in  Hif- 
paniola  :  but  rinding  he  could  not  be  furnifhed  with- 
out fome  difficulty  and  delay,  he  would  not  flay  id 
fuch  an  unhealthy  place,  which  was  always  covered 
with  a  thick  fog ;  and  failed  on  Thurfday  to  the  fouth- 
weft,  refolving  to  continue  in  that  courfe,  until  he 
mould  be  under  the  Line,  and  then  fleer  due  wefl, 
in  fearch  of  fome  undifcovered  country.  He  ac- 
cordingly proceeded,  and  judging  the  Caribbed 
iflands  were  to  the  northward,  he  determined  to' 
change  his  direction  and  make  for  Hifpaniola,  be- 
ing in  great  want  of  provifion  and  water.  He 
therefore  flood  to  the  northward,  and  one  day  about 
noon,  a  failor  from  the  round-top  faw  land  to  the 
weftward,  at  the  diflance  of  fifteen  leagues,  flretch- 
ing  towards  the  north-eafi  as  far  as  the  view  could 
extend.  Salve  regiria  and  other  prayers  were  faid 
"by  the  feamen,  and  the  admiral  diflinguifhed  this 
land  by  the  name  of  Trinity,  becaufe  three  moun- 
tains on  it  appeared  at  the  fame  time. 

Continuing  his  courfe  due  wefl,  without  any  re- 
markable occurrences,  on  the  firfl  of  Auguft  they 
difcovered  the  continent  at  the  diflance  of  five  and 
twenty  leagues  ;  but  the  admiral  miflaking  it  for 
another  ifland,  gave  it  the  name  of  Ifla  Santa. 

Columbus  now  proceeded  to  a  more  weflerly  point 
of  land,  which  he  named  del  Arenal,  where  he 
thought  his  boats  would  not  be  fo  much  incommod- 
ed  by  the  eaflerly  wind  which  prevails  on  this  coaft. 
In  his  way  he  was  followed  by  a  canoe  with  five  and 
twenty  men,  who  ftopped  within  mufket  mot,  cal- 
ling 
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ling  very  loud :  as  what  they  faid  could  not  be  un- 
derilood,  he  ordered  one  of  his  men  to  allure  them 
to  the  fhip,  by  mewing  them  fome  little  brafs  ba- 
tons, looking  glaffes,  and  other  toys,  of  which  the 
Indians  ufed  to  be  enamoured  :  but,  this  expedient 
proving  ineffectual,  he  defired  one  of  the  men  to 
afcend  the  poop  and  play  upon  the  tabor  and  pipe, 
whild  others  danced  around  him.  The  Indians  no 
fooner  heard  the  mufick,  and  faw  the  gefticulations 
of  the  Spaniards,  than  thinking  it  a  fignal  for  war, 
they  put  themfelves  in  a  podure  of  defence,  braced 
their  targets,  and  fhot  their  arrows  among  them: 
and  the  admiral  allowed  his  people  to  punim  their 
iniblence  with  their  crofs-bows,  which  foon  compel- 
led the  favages  to  retire ;  though  they  went  along- 
fide  of  another  caraval,  without  apprehenfion,  and 
were  civilly  treated  and  difmirled  by  the  captain, 
who  faid  they  were  well  fhaped,  and  whiter  than  the 
inhabitants  of  other  iilands,  that  they  wore  long  hair 
tied  with  firings,  and  covered  their  loins  with 
pieces  of  cotton  cloth. 

After  watering  his  fnips  at  Punta  del  Arenal,  from 
trenches  which  in  all  probability  the  fifhermen  had 
made,  the  admiral  proceeded  to  another  mouth  or 
channel  towards  the  north- well,  which  he  called  Boca 
del  Drago,  to  didinguifh  it  from  the  watering  place 
he  had  left,  which  had  the  appellation  of  Boca  de  la 
Sierpe.  Thefe  two  mouths  or  channels  are  made  by 
the  two  wedermod  points  of  Trinity  Ifland,  and  two 
others  of  the  continent,  lying  almoft  north  and  fouth 
of  one  another.  In  the  midft  of  the  Boca  del  Drago, 
where  the  admiral  ^anchored,  is  a  rock,  which  he 
called  El  Gallo  y  and  through  the  other  the  fea  ran 
fo  furioufly  to  the  northward,  that  it  refembled  the 
mouth  of  fome  great  river.  As  the  (hips  lay  at  an- 
chor, they  were  faluted  by  an  increafed  dream  run- 
ning northward  with  an  hideous  noife,  which  meet- 
ing with  another  current  from  the  gulph  of  Paria, 
fwelkd  up  the  lea  with  terrible  roaring,  to  the  ado- 
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nifhment  and  confternation  of  the  Spaniards,  who 
expedled  to  be  overwhelmed.,  They,  however  {of- 
fered no  other  damage  than  that  of  feeing  one  of  the 
fhips  drag  her  anchor,  though  fhe  was.  afterwards 
brought  up  by  the  help  of  her  fails.  <  This  danger 
being  paffed,  the  admiral  weighed  anchor,  and  fail- 
ed weftward  along  the  ibuth  coaft  of  Paria,  which 
lie  then  believed  to  be  an  ifland,,  and  hoped  to  find 
a  way  northward  to  Hifpaniola :  but^  though  the 
coaft  abounded  with  ports,  Trie  would  not  enter ^anys 
as  all  that  fea  was  land-locked^  and  formed  into  an 
harbour  by  the  continent. 

On  the  5th  day  of  Auguft,  while  the  fhips  lay  at 
anchor,  the  boats  being  fent  on  more,  found  plenty 
of  fruit  peculiar  to  that  climate,  a  great  quantity  of 
wood,  and  fome  figns  of  people  who  had  fled  at  their 
approach.  Sailing  fifteen  leagues  farther  down  the 
coaft,  where  he  dropped  anchor,  a  canoe  with  three 
men  came*  aboard  the  caraval  El  Borreo,  and  being 
carried  to  the  admiral,  were  civilly  treated,  prefent- 
ed  with  toys,  and  fent  afhore  at  a  place  where  flood 
a  number  of  Indians.  Thefe  no  fooner  underftood 
the  pacific  difpofition  of  the  Chriftians,  than  they 
came  along  fide  in  their  canoes,  to  barter  with  the 
fame  fort  of  things  which  the  Spaniards  had  bought 
at  other  iilands :  but  the  people  here  had  no  targets 
nor  poifoned  arrows,  which  are  peculiar  to  the  Ca- 
nibals. 

They  drank  liquor  as  white  as  milk,  and  another 
of  a  dufkifh  hue,  that  tailed  like  wine  made  of  four 
grapes.  The  men  cover  their  heads  and  middle 
with  well  woven  cotton  cloths  of  different  colours  % 
but  the  women  here,  as  well*  as  in  Trinity  Ifland^ 
were  ftark  naked  •,  they  feemed  however,  in  general, 
to  be  more  civilized  and  tradable  than  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Hifpaniola,  and  were  particularly  fond  of 
brafs  trinkets  and  bells. 

As  nothing  of  value  appeared  among  them  but  a 
few  ineonfiderable  plates  of  gold  that  hung  about 

their 
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their  necks,  the  admiral  ordered  fix  of  them- to  be 
taken  on  board,  and  proceeding  to  the  weilward, 
touched  at  two  other  high  iilands,  well  inhabited  by 
people,  who  feerned  to  be  richer  in  gold  plates  than 
thole  he  had  left :  they  faid  it  was  produced  in  other 
idands  to  the  weilward,  inhabited  by  Canibals.  They 
wore  firings  of  beads  about  their  arms,  forne  of  them 
being  very  fine  pearls,  which  they  fignified  were 
found  in  oyilers  taken  to  the  weilward  and  northward 
of  Paria  ;  and  the  admiral  having  purckafed  fome 
of  them,  for  a  prefent  and  fample  to  their  Catholic 
majeflies,  fent  the  boats  to  make  further  enquiry 
about  this  valuable  commodity.  When  the  Spa- 
niards landed,  they  were  received  in  a  friendly  man- 
ner by  the  natives,  who  flocked  round  them,  and 
conducted  them  to  a  houfe,  where  they  were  hofpi- 
tably  entertained  with  victuals,  and  that  fort  of  wine 
we  have  already  mentioned.  Thefe  Indians  were  of 
a  fairer  complexion,  opener  countenance,  and  better 
fhape  than  thofe  the  Spaniards  had  hitherto  feen,  and 
wore  their  hair  cut  fhort  by- the  ears,  according  to 
the  Spaniih  fafhion  :  they  laid  their  country  was  cal- 
led Paria,  exprelTed  a  deiire  of  living  in  amity  with 
the  Chriftians,  and  fuffered  them  to  return  well  fa- 
ds Med  to  their  (hips. 

Columbus  Hill  continuing  to  fail  weilward,  found 
the  water  growing  more  and  more  fhallow,  fo  that 
he  would  not  venture  to  proceed  farther  in  his  own 
fhip,  but,  anchoring  upon  the  coaft,  fent  the  fmall 
caraval  El  Borreo  to  difcover  whether  there  was  an 
outlet  to  the  weilward  among  thofe  iilands.  She  re- 
turned the  next  day,  with  a  report  that  what  feern- 
ed iilands,  was  one  continued  continent :  the  admi- 
ral therefore  flood  to  the  eaftward  and  palled  the 
ftreights,  which  he  faw  between  Paria  and  the  iiland 
of  Trinity.  This  paiTage  he  effected  with  great  dif- 
ficulty and  danger,  arifing  from  three  different  boif- 
terous  currents.  He  now  failed  to  the  weilward 
along  the  coaft  of  Paria,  and  aftea*  pafling  by  feveral 
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iflands,  entered  on  the  30th  of  Augnft  the  harbour 
of  St.  Domingo,  where  his  brother  had  built  a  city, 
and  called  it  by  that  name,  in  memory  of  his  father, 
Dominic  Columbus. 

The  admiral  was  by  this  time  almoft  blind  with 
over-watching,  and  quite  exhaufted  with  fatigue; 
but  now  flattered  himfelf  with  the  prolpect  of  en- 
joying his  repofe  in  the  bofom  of  peace  and  tran- 
quillity. He  was  however  grievoufly  difappointed 
in  this  expectation,  for  he  found  the  whole  ifland  in 
confufion.  The  greater  part  of  thofe  he  had  left 
were  dead,  above  one  hundred  and  fixty  miferaoly 
infected  with  the  venereal  diftemper  ;  a  great  num- 
ber had  rebelled  with  one  Francis  Roldan,  whom  he 
had  left  as  alcalde  mayor,  or  chief  juflice  ;  and  his 
chagrine  was  completed,  when  he  did  not  find  the 
three  fhips  he  had  difpatched  before  him  from  the 
Canaries. 

After  a  tedious  voyage,  in  which  their  provifions 
were  fpoilecl  and  CaravajaPs  veffel  greatly  damaged, 
theie  fhips  arrived  at  St.  Domingo,  where  the  captains 
found  the  admiral  returned  from  the  difcovery  of  the 
continent.  He  had  been  informed  by  his  brother  of 
Roldan's  revolt,  and  refolved  to  fend  a  circumftantial. 
detail  of  the  whole  affair  to  their  Catholic  majefties. 
At  the  fame  time  understanding  that  the  rebels  com- 
plained of  their  being  detained  upon  the  ifland,  by 
the  want  of  veflels  to  reconvey  them  to  their  own 
country,  Columbus  published  a  proclamation,  giv- 
ing leave  to  all  who  were  defirous  of  returning  to 
Spain,  and  promising  to  fupply  them  with  free  paflfage 
and  provifions. 

At  length,  after  many  difputes,  it  was  agreed, 
that  the  admiral  fhould  deliver  to  Roldan  two  good 
fhips,  well  manned,  rigged  and  victualled,  for  trans- 
porting him  and  his  people  to  Spain,  from  the  port 
of  Xaragua  ;  that  he  fhould  iffue  an  order  for  the 
payment  of  their  falaries  and  wages,  to  the  day  of 
their  departure,  reftoring  fueh  of  their  effects  as  had 
been  feized  by  his  or  the  lieutenant's  order :  and  that 

within 
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within  fifty  days  from  the  ratification  of  this  agree- 
ment, they  mould  leave  the  ifland.     Matters  being 
thus    compromifed,    the   admiral    gave   orders   for 
equipping   the    mips,    but,    neceiTaries   being   very 
fcarce,  and  the  weather  extremely  boiflerous,  feme 
time  elapfed  before  they  could  be  brought  round  to 
Xaragua,  and  in  that  interval,  Roldan  changed  his 
mind,    and   taking  advantage  of  the  delay,  during 
which  he  faid  his  people   had  confumed  a  great  parr 
of  the   provifion  that  was  intended  for  the  voyage, 
he  renounced  the  agreement  and  refufed  to  embark. 
Caravajal,  who  went  to  Xaragua  with  the  fhips,  after 
having   in  vain  exhorted  the  rebels  to  comply  with 
the  agreement,  entered  a  protefl  againfr.  their  pro- 
ceedings,   and   returned   with   the  mip  to  St.   Do- 
mingo.     He   told    the   admiral,    that   Roldan    ftill 
expreifed   a   defire  of   feeing   the  affair   accommo- 
dated,    and    defired   a    fafe   conduct.      Columbus, 
knowing  the  mutinous   difpofition  of  his  own  peo- 
ple,   was   extremely    felicitous    about    healing    the 
divifion,  and   not  only  complied  with  Roldan's  de- 
mand, but  went  round  with  two  caravals  to  the  port 
of  Azura,  which  is  near  Xaragua.      There  he  had  a 
conference  with  the   rebel   chief,    in    which  it  was 
agreed,  that  the  admiral  fhould  fend  home  fifteen 
of  Roldan's   followers   in  the  firfl  mips  bound  for 
Spain  •,  and  that  he  fhould  give  land  and  houies,  in 
lieu  of  pay,  to  thofe  who  remained  ;  and  an  act  of 
general  amnefly  fhould  be  publifhed,   and  Roldan 
again  appointed  perpetual  judge. 

Having  adjuiled  this  troublefome  affair,  the  ad- 
miral appointed  a  captain  to  march  a  body  of  men 
round  the  ifland,  in  order  to  pacify,  reduce  and  pu- 
nifh  the  rebellious  Indians,  while  he  himfelf  pro- 
pofed  to  return  to  Spain,  with  his  brother  the  lieute- 
nant, that  no  caufe  of  anirnofity  might  be  left  in  Hif- 
paniola,  fo  as  to  endanger  another  revolt.  While  he 
was  employed  in  making  preparations  for  the  voyage, 
Alonzo  de  Ojeda  arrived  in  the  ifland  with  four  fhips, 
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from  a  cruize,  and  putting  into  Yaquimo,  not  only 
committed  ads  of  outrage  upon  the   Indians,    but 
by  letters   began  to  tamper  with  fome  of  the  Spa- 
niards, who  were   hardly  as   yet  confirmed  in  their 
duty  after  the  late  troubles  :  to  thefe  he  infinuated, 
that  queen  Ifabella  was  in  a  very  bad  flate  of  health, 
and  that  after  her  deceafe,  the  admiral  would  find 
no  protection  at  court,  but,  on   the  contrary,  muft 
fall  a  victim  to  the   hatred  of  Ojeda's  kinfman  the 
bifriop,  the  inveterate  enemy  of  Columbus.     The 
admiral  being  informed  of  his  proceeding,  ordered 
Roldan  to   march   againft  him  with  one   and  twenty 
men  -,  and   accordingly  the  chief  juftice  came   upon 
him  fo  fuddenly,  at  the  houfe  of  a  cacique,  called 
Haniguaba,  that  finding  it  impoflible  to  efcape,  and 
being  too  weak  to  make  any  oppofition,  he  went  out 
to  meet  him,  excufed  his  landing,  upon  pretence  of 
being  in  want  of  provifion,  and  declared  he   had  no 
intention  to  difturb  the  repofe  of   the  ifland.     He 
then  told  Roldan,  that  he  had  difcovered   fix  hun- 
dred leagues  to  the  weftward  along  the  coaftof  Paria, 
where  he  found  people  who  fought  the  Chriftians 
hand  to  hand  with  fuch  valour,  that  he  could  make 
no  advantage  of  the  wealth  of  the  country  ;  that  he 
had  brought  from  thence  fome  fkins  of  deer,  rabbets, 
tygers,  and  gaaninis  *,  and  concluded  with  a  promife, 
that  he  would  ibon  fail  round  to  Domingo,  and  give 
the  admiral  an  account  of  his  voyage. 

Notwithftanding  thefe  profeiTions,  he  failed  to  the 
province  of  Xaragua,  where  he  feduced  a  good  num- 
ber of  the  people  who  had  been  in  rebellion,  by  tel- 
ling them  that  he  and  Caravajal  were  appointed  by 
their  majefties,  counfellors  and  checks  upon  the  ad- 
miral, and  that  as  he  had  not  been  juft  enough  to 
pay  them,  they  fhouid  go  under  his  command,  and 
do  themfelves  juftice  by  force.  This  wild  fcheme 
being  oppofed  by  fome  of  the  Spaniards,  who  de- 
fpifed  the  preemption  of  Ojeda,  a  tumult  enfued, 
in  which  feveral  perfons  were  killed  and  wounded ; 
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and  Roldan,  who  had  rejected  his  propofals^  march- 
ing; a  fecond  time  ap-ainft  him,  he  was  obliged  to 
take  refuge  in  the  mips.  The  chief  juftice,  per- 
ceiving that  he  was  out  of  his  reach,  invited  him  to 
come  aihore  and  treat  of  an  accommodation,  and 
upon  his  refofal  took  his  boat  by  ftratagem  ;  fo  that 
he  was  obliged  to  fubmit  to  a  treaty,  in  confequence 
of  which  he  left  the  ifland. 

Not  long  after  his  departure,  another  commotion 
was  railed  by  one  Ferdinand  de  Guevara,  who  was 
in  difgrace  with  the  admiral,  for  having  been  con- 
cerned in  the  late  fedition.  This  man  being  exaf- 
perated  againft  Roldan,  who  would  not  permit  him 
to  marry  the  daughter  of  Canua  queen  of  Xaragua* 
began  to  fet  up  for  himfelf,  and  entered  into  a  con- 
spiracy with  one  Adrian  de  Moxica,  who  had  been 
a  chief  actor  in  the  .firft  rebellion.  Thefe  two  projec- 
tors engaged  many  people  in  their  intereft,  and  re- 
folved  to  iurprife  and  murder  the  chief  juftice,  whom 
Guevara  confidered  as  his  greater!  enemy,  and  the 
chief  obftacle  to  his  defign.  But  Roldan,  having 
got  intelligence  of  their  defign,  concerted  his  mea-r 
fures  fo  well,  that  he  feized  the  chief  confpirators, 
and  being  directed  by  the  admiral  to  puniih  them 
according  to  law,  he  proceeded  to  a  fair  trial ;  in 
confequence  of  which,  Adrian  was  hanged,  fome 
others  banifhed,  and  Ferdinand  with  a  few  confede- 
rates fent  priibners  to  La  Viga,  where  the  admiral 
at  that  time  reilded. 

This  example,  which  was  abfolutely  neceflary  for 
the  main tai nance  of  peace  and  fubordination,  had 
fuch  an  effect  upon  all  degrees  of  perfons,  that  tran- 
quillity was  reftored  through  the  whole  ifland ;  and 
the  Indians  fubmitted  without  further  oppofition. 
About  this  time,  fuch  rich  gold  .mines  were  difco- 
vered,  that  every  man  began  to  dig  on  his  own  ac- 
count, paying  to  the  king  one  third  of  what  he 
found  •,  and  their  labour  profpered  to  fuch  a  degree, 
that  one  man  has  been  known  to  gather  forty  ounces 
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in  one  day  ;  and  one  lump  of  pure  gold  was  found, 
that  weighed  one  hundred  and  ninety-fix  ducats. 

While  Columbus  was  thus  indefatigably  employed 
in  appearing  the  troubles  of  Hifpaniola,  and  fecur- 
ing  the  property  of  it  for  their  Catholic  majeflies, 
he  little  dreamed  what  a  florin  v/as  gathering  againfl 
him  at  home.  During  the  rebellion,  a  number  of 
complaints  had  been  lent  to  Spain  by  the  male-con- 
tents, who  reprefented  him  as  an  infolent  alien,  ig- 
norant of  the  laws  and  cnftoms  of  the  Spanifh  na- 
tion, without  moderation  to  fupport  the  dignity  to 
which  he  had  been  railed,  oppreffive  and  cruel  in 
his  difpofition,  and  fo  avaricious,  that  he  not  only 
with-held  the  pay  from  the  fervants  of  the  govern- 
ment, but  likewife  embezzled  the  riches  of  the 
ifland.  They  inveighed  ftill  more  bitterly  againfl 
his  brother  the  lieutenant  •,  nor  did  Diego  efcape 
the  utmofl  virulence  of  cenfure.  Thefe  invectives 
being  fpread  by  the  friends  of  the  complainers,  and 
encouraged  by  many  perfons  at  court,  who  envied 
the  fuccefs  and  reputation  of  Columbus,  fuch  a  cla- 
mour was  raifed  in  Cafcile,  that  the  king  and  queen 
were  every  day  furrounded  in  the  flreets,  and  even 
in  the  palace,  by  people  demanding  juftice  againfl 
that  proud  and  tyrannic  foreigner,  who  had  oppref- 
fed  fo  many  Caflilians,  and  difcovered  a  mifchievous 
country,  to  be  the  ruin  and  grave  of  the  Spanifh 
gentry.  Other  methods  were  taken  to  influence  the 
favourites  at  court,  who  joining  the  importunities  of 
the  people,  their  catholic  majeflies  were  prevailed 
upon  to  fend  an  infpeclor- general  to  Hifpaniola,  with 
a  cornmiflion  impowering  him  to  enquire  into  the 
admiral's  conduct ;  and  if  he  mould  be  found  guilty, 
to  fend  him  home,  while  he  Ihould  remain  gover- 
nor of  the  ifland.  The  perfon  chofen  for  this  of- 
fice, was  one  Francis  de  Bovadilla,  a  knight  of  the 
order  of  Calatrava,  in  very  low  circumflances,  who 
being  furnifhed  with  full  powers  and  authority,  ar- 
rived at  St.  Domingo  in  the  latter  end  of  Augufl 

1500, 
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1500,  while  the  admiral  was  at  Conception  with 
almoft  all  the  people  of  confequence,  employed  in 
fettling  the  affairs  of  that  province,  where  his  bro- 
ther had  been  affaulted  by  the  malecontents. 

The  new  infpector,  finding  nobody  at  St.  Domin- 
go who  could  be  a  check  upon  his  conduct,  took  pof-  _ 
fion  of  the  admiral's  palace,  and  converted  his  ef- 
fects to  his  own  uie  ;  then  affembling  all  thofe  whom 
he  found  difaffected  to  the  brothers,  declared  him- 
felf  governor  ;  and,  in  order  to  attach  the  people  to 
his  intereft,  proclaimed  a  general  remiffion  for  twenty 
years  to  come.  The  next  ilep  he  took  was  to  re- 
quire the  admiral's  prefence  without  delay  -,  and,  to 
enforce  this  order,  he  lent  him  the  king's  letter,  to 
this  effect. 

To  D.  Chriflopher  Columbus,  our  admiral  of  the 

ocean. 

"  We  have  ordered  the  commendary  Francis  de 
sc  Bovadilla,  the  bearer,  to  acquaint  you  with  fome 
*c  things  from  us  :  therefore  we  defire  you  to  yield 
"  him  intire  credit  and  obedience." — Given  at  Ma- 
drid, May  21,    1499. 

"  By  command  of  their  highnefles, 

"  Mic.  Perez  de  Alamazan. 

"    I    THE    KING. 
46    I    THE    QUEEN. 

The  admiral  no  fooner  received  this  letter,  than  he 
fet  out  for  St.  Domingo,  to  wait  upon  Bovadilla; 
who  without  delay  or  legal  information,  fent  him  and 
his  brother  Diego  on  board  of  a  fhip,  where  they 
were  put  in  irons,  under  a  ftrong  guard,  and  en- 
tirely excluded  from  the  fpeech  of  any  perfon  what- 
ever. Then  a  procefs  was  inilituted  againft  them, 
and  all  their  enemies  admitted  as  evidences,  who,  in 
their  depofitions  were  lb  malicious,  incoherent,  and 
abfurd,  that  no  perfon,  who  had  not  been  deter- 
mined at  all  events  to  ruin  the  accufed,  would  have 
paid  the  leaft  regard  to  their  allegations.     But,  fo 

K  4  far 
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far  was  Bovadilla  from  doing  juftice  on  this  occafion, 
that  he  countenanced  the  mofl  flagrant  perjury,  and 
even  encouraged  the  rabble  to  infult  the  prifoners, 
by  reading  fcandalous  libels  in  the  market-place,  and 
blowing  horns  at  the  port  where  the  fhips  lay  at 
anchor.  Perhaps  the  lieutenant,  who  was  not  yet 
returned  from  Xaragua,  might  have  refcued  his  bro- 
thers by  force  of  arms,  had  not  the  admiral  ordered 
him  to  fubmit  quietly,  and  furrender  himfelf  to  the 
authority  of  their  majefties,  now  veiled  in  the  per- 
fon  of  their  new  governor,  who  had  no  fooner  fecu- 
red  their  perfons,  and  laid  ftrici  injunctions  on  An- 
drew Martin  the  captain  of  the  fhip,  to  deliver  the 
admiral  in  irons  to  the  bifhop  D.  John  de  Fonfeca  his 
enemy,  by  whofe  direction  he  acted,  than  he  began 
to  fquander  the  king's  revenues  among  his  creatures, 
to  embezzle  the  treafure,  countenance  all  manner  of 
profligacy  and  extravagance,  opprefs  and  plunder 
the  Indians,  and,  in  ffiort,  deflroy  the  wholefome 
regulations  which  had  been  eftabliihed. 

With  regard  to  the  admiral,  he  declined  accepting 
the  favour  of  Andrew  Martin,  who  being  afhamed 
of  his  fituation,  would  have  knocked  off  his  irons  ; 
but  he  infifted  upon  wearing  them  during  the  whole 
pafTage,  faying  he  was  refolved  to  keep  them  as  a 
memorial  of  the  reward  he  had  obtained  for  his  fer- 
vice.  Nor  did  he  ever  change  his  opinion  in  this 
particular  ;  for  the  fetters  were  always  preferved  in 
his  own  chamber,  and  buried  in  the  fame  coffin  with 
his  body,  at  his  own  requeft. 

On  the  20th  of  November,  1500,  he  wrote  a  let- 
ter to  their  Catholic  majeilies,  giving  an  account  of 
his  arrival  at  Cadiz  ;  and  they  underftancjing  his  fitu- 
ation, gave  immediate  orders  that  he  fliould  be  re- 
leafed,  and  fent  him  very  gracious  letters,  in  which 
they  exprefTed  their  ibrrow  for  his  fufTerings,  and 
the  unmannerly  behaviour  of  Bovadilla,  and  invited 
him  to  court,  with  promife  that  he  mould  be  fhortly 
difpatched  with  full .reditu tion  of  his  honour.  Ac- 
cordingly 
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cordingly  on  his  arrival  at  Granada,  he  met  with  a 
very  favourable  reception  from  the  king  and  queen, 
who  expre  fifed  their  difpleafure  againil  the  author  of. 
his  imprifonment,  and  promifed  that  he  mould  have 
ample  fatisfa&ion.  In  the  mean  time,  they  ordered 
his  affair  to  be  examined,  and  the  accufation  plainly 
appearing  malicious  and  frivolous,  he  was  honour- 
ably acquitted,  A  new  governor  was  appointed  to 
be  lent  to  Hifpaniola,  in  order  to  redrefs  the  admiral's 
grievances,  and  oblige  Bovadiila  to  reftore  what  he 
had  unjuftly  feized  •,  and  to  proceed  againft  the  re- 
bels according  to  the  nature  of  their  offences.  This 
power  and  com  million  was  granted  to  Nicholas  de 
Obando,  commandery  of  laws,  a  man  of  abilities, 
but  crafty,  cruel,  and  revengeful,  who  liftened  to 
malicious  furmifes,  and  exercifed  great  barbarity 
upon  the  natives  and  their  chiefs.  At  the  fame  time, 
it  was  refolved,  that  Columbus  fhould  be  fent  upon 
fome  voyage  that  might  turn  to  his  advantage  and 
keep  him  employed,  until  Obando  mould  fettle  the 
affairs  of  Hifpaniola.  But  the  admiral  being  weary 
of  fuch  expeditions,  extremely  chagrined  at  the  in- 
gratitude of  Spain,  and  apprehenfive  of  future  dis- 
grace from  the  indefatigable  efforts  of  his  enemies 
at  court,  defired  to  be  excufed  from  embarking  again, 
and  would  not  engage  in  the  enterprize,  until  he  was 
ftrongly  folicited  by  their  majefties,  who  allured  him 
of  their  protection. 

It  may  be  obferved,  by  way  of  digreffion,  that 
while  Columbus  was  profecuting  his  third  voyage, 
Alonzo  de  Ojeda,  whom  we  have  already  mentioned, 
and  Americus  Vefpucius,  obtained  from  the  bifhop 
of  Bargos,  the  draughts  and  plans  which,  by  their 
■majefties  order,  Columbus  had  depofitedin  the  hands 
of  that  prelate,  and  who,  out  of  hatred  to  tha.t 
great  commander,  gave  them  up  without  the  know- 
ledge of  the  king  and  queen.  The  licences  he  gave, 
were  alfo  clandeftine.  They  fet  fail  from  Cadiz  on 
the  20  of  May,   1499,  and  fleered  directly  in  fearch 

of 
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of  the  continent,  purfuant  to  the  admiral's  fcheme, 
which  before  this  time  he  had  actually  carried  into  exe- 
cution. This  was  the  firft  voyage  made  by  Americus 
Vefpucius,  and  though  he  now  only  touched  at  that 
part  of  the  continent  which  had  already  been  vifited 
by  the  admiral,  yet  he  pretended  to  difcover  it;  and 
by  confounding  this  with  a  voyage  he  afterwards 
made  into  thofe  parts,  drefTed  up  a  plaufible  ilory ; 
and  being  an  excellent  geographer  and  draftsman, 
impofed  upon  the  greateft  part  of  Europe,  and  gain- 
ed the  undeferved  honour  of  giving  a  name  to  the 
new  world,  which  is  called  America ;  when  it  might 
with  more  propriety  be  named  Columbia.  In  Spain, 
however,  he  was  foon  detected ;  for  pretending  that 
he  returned  directly  to  that  kingdom  after  a  voyage 
of  thirteen  months  fpent  in  difcoveries,  Ojeda  made 
oath  that  only  five  months  were  fpent  in  the  voyage, 
and  that  finding  themfelves  fhort  of  provifions,  they 
failed  to  Hifpaniola  for  a  fupply. 

It  was  no  fooner  known  that  Alonzo  Ojeda,  and 
Americus  Vefpucius  had  obtained  the  above  licences, 
than  others  refolved  to  make  ufe  of  the  fame  intereft, 
in  order  to  acquire  a  fbare  of  the  riches  of  the  new 
world :  and  a  company  was  formed  at  Seville,  the  prin- 
cipal of  whom  was  Peter  Alonzo  Nino  of  Palos,  who 
was  with  the  admiral  when  he  difcovered  Paria,  and 
Chriftopher  Guerre  of  Seville. 

Nino  having  obtained  the  king's  licence,  upon 
condition  of  his  not  coming  to  an  anchor,  or  land- 
ing within  50  leagues  of  any  place  difcovered  by 
Columbus,  fet  fail  foon  after  Ojeda  and  Vefpucius  ; 
difcovered  land,  and  arrived  at  the  province  of  Pa- 
ria a  few  days  after  them,  where  finding  the  Indians 
behave  peaceably,  he,  contrary  to  his  inftructions, 
landed  and  cut  Brazil-wood,  and  then  continuing 
his  courfe,  came  to  what  Columbus  had  called  the 
Bay  of  Pearls,  formed  by  the  ifiand  of  Margarita, 
and  the  continent,  and  which  he  had  vifited  in 
1498* 

The 
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The  people  here  went  on  board  Nino's  fhips  with- 
out any  apprehenfions,  carrying  pearl  necklaces,  and 
wearing  jewels  in  their  nofes  and  ears  -3  for  which 
the  Spaniards  gave  them  hawks-bells,  bracelets, 
rings,  and  feveral  trifles  made  of  tin.  Having  thus 
purchafed  a  confiderable  quantity  of  valuable  pearls, 
the  Spaniards  parTed  by  Coro,  near  the  province  now 
called  Venezuela,  1  30  leagues  below  Paria  and  the 
Dragon's  Mouth ;  and  anchored  in  a  bay  where  they 
were  well  received  by  50  men,  who  came  from  a 
place  at  a  league's  diftance,  and  very  earneflly  pref- 
fed  them  to  anchor  at  their  town :  upon  which  the 
Spaniards  gave  them  fome  toys,  and  the  Indians 
taking  off  all  the  pearls  they  had  about  their  necks 
and  arms,  gave  them  as  many  as  weighed  fifteen 
ounces. 

The  next  day  the  Spaniards  came  to  an  anchor 
before  a  town  called  Curiana,  where  the  Indians 
made  figns  to  them  to  come  on  fhore ;  but  being  no 
more  than  33  men,  they  durft  not  venture,  and 
therefore  by  their  figns  invited  the  Indians  to  come 
on  board,  which  they  did  in  their  canoes,  carrying 
pearls  which  they  freely  exchanged  for  toys :  by 
which  the  Spaniards  being  convinced  of  their  fince- 
rity,  landed  and  (laid  twenty  days  on  more,  during 
which  they  were  courteoufly  entertained  with  veni- 
fon,  rabbits,  geefe,  ducks,  parrots,  fifh,  and  bread 
made  of  Maize.  They  perceived  that  the  natives 
kept  markets  or  fairs  -,  that'  they  had  earthen  jars, 
dimes,  and  other  veffels  of  feveral  (hapes,  and  that 
in  their  pearl  necklaces  they  had  frogs  and  other 
creatures  made  of  gold.  They  afked  by  figns  where 
that  metal  was  gathered,  and  were  anfwered  in  the 
fame  manner,  that  it  was  got  fix  days  journey  from 
thence,  at  a  place  called  Curiana  Cauchcito. 

The  Spaniards  therefore  failed  thither,  and  found 
that  the  people  were  very  tractable ;  for  they  came 
on  board  without  the  lead:  jealoufy,  and  bartered 
with  them  for  wrought  and  un  wrought  gold,  though 

they 
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they  would  not  part  with  their  pearls.  They  alio 
gave  them  fome  monkies,  and  very  beautiful  parrots 
of  various  colours. 

Leaving  this  place  they  proceeded  farther ;  but  as 
they  approached   the  fhore  above   5000  naked  men 
came  armed  with  bows  and  arrows  to  oppofe  their 
landing,  and  though  they  ftrove  to  pleafe  them  by 
fhewing  them   hawk's  bells  and  other  things,  could 
not  prevail,  and  therefore  returned  to  Curiana,  where 
they  were  received  with   the  fame  fatisfaction  as  be- 
fore, the  Indians  now  trading  with  them  for  pins 
and  needles,  which  the  Spaniards  fhewed  them  would 
be  of  ufe  in  drawing  the  thorns  out  of  their  feet, 
when  they  happened  to  tread  upon  them.     The  In- 
dians were  highly  pleafed,  thinking  they  had  made 
very  advantageous  bargains  with  the  Spaniards,  who 
carried  away  above  12000  ounces  of  pearls*  fome  of 
which  were  very  beautiful  and  well  coloured,  and  as 
large  as  fmall  haflenuts ;  but  they  were  ill  bored,  the 
Indians  having  no  iron.     The  Spaniards  were  now 
fo  well  fatisfied  with  the  fuccefs  of  their  voyage,  that 
they  refolved  to  return   home,  and  arrived  in  Gali- 
cia  on  the    16th   of  February,   T500,    two    months 
after  they  left  Curiana,  when  Nino  and  Chriflopher 
Guerra,  who  fhared  in  the   expence   and  profits  of 
the  voyage,  were  accufed   before  the  governor,  by 
their  own  {hip's  crew,  of  having  defrauded  the  king 
of  his  duty,  which  was  the  fifth  part. 

The  great  riches  which  the  adventurers  gained  by 
this  voyage,  promoted  the  fpirit  of  difcovery,  more 
efpecially  among  fuch  as  knew  the  propofals  made 
by  Columbus,  or  had  ferved  under  him  in  his  firft 
two  voyages.  Of  thefe  none  was  fo  capable  of  pro- 
fecuting  them  as"  Vincent  Yanez  Pinzon.  He  had 
a  liberal  education,  great  courage,  and  a  large  for- 
tune •,  he  therefore  fitted  out,  at  his  own  expence, 
a  fquadron  of  four  flout  mips,  with  which  he  failed 
to  the  Cape  de  Verd  iflands,  where  he  took  in  re- 
frefhments^  and  fleered  from  St.   Jago,    about  the 

year 
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year  1500,  firft  {landing  to  the  fouth  and  then  to 
the  weft,  and  was  the  firft  fubjecT:  of  the  crown  of 
Caftile  and  Leon  that  croiTed  the  equinoclial. 

But  he  had  hardly  paffed  the  line,  when  he  met 
with  a  dreadful  ftorm,  in  which  all  on  board  expect- 
ed to  perifh :  However,  having  run  240  leagues 
farther  to  the  weft  ward,  they  on  the  26th  of  Febru- 
ary difcovered  land  at  a  great  diftance,  which  Yanez 
called  Cabo  de  Confolation,  or  Cape  Comfort  *,  and 
founding,  had  14  fathoms  water.  Captain  Pinzon 
going  on  more,  took  pofleffion  of  the  country  in  the 
name  of  their  Catholic  majefties,  and  endeavoured 
to  the  utmoft  of  his  power,  though  without  effect, 
to  induce  the  people  to  trade  with  him  •,  for  the  na- 
tives being  inflexible,  and  having  no  good  opinion 
of  thefe  invaders,  an  engagement  enfued,  in  which 
ibme  were  flain  on  both  fides. 

This  made  captain  Pinzon  refolve  to  retire  and 
and  continue  his  voyage,  which  he  did  to  the  mouth 
of  the  river  Maranon,  where  he  obferved  a  mighty 
ftrusrgle  between  the  tide  of  fait  water  coming  in, 
and  a  vaft  current  of  frefh  water  pouring  down  from 
the  land.  The  country  at  the  mouth  of  this  river, 
he  found  well  inhabited  on  both  fides,  but  not  being 
able  to  perfuade  the  inhabitants  to  traffick,  he  re- 
folved,  without  farther  delay,  to  proceed  toward 
Paria. 

Yanez,  on  his  arrival  at  Paria,  took  in  Brazil 
wood,  and  then  ftruck  over  to  the  iilands  that  lay  in 
the  way  to  Hifpaniola :  but  when  the  (hips  were  ly- 
ing at  anchor,  there  arofe  fuch  a  dreadful  ftorm  that 
two  of  the  four  funk  in  fight  of  the  others,  with 
all  the  men  -,  a  third  was  forced  from  her  anchors, 
with  18  men,  and  carried  out  of  fight,  and  the 
fourth,  though  (he  rode  it  out,  beat  fo  furioufly, 
that  the  failbrs  believing  me  would  be  dallied  in 
pieces,     went   afhore    in   the   long-boat,    and   had 

*  It  is  now  called  Cape  St,  Auguflm. 

thoughts 
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thoughts  of  murdering  all  the  Indians  they  found, 
to  prevent  their  calling  in  their  neighbours  to  ue- 
ftroy  them  :  but  the  ihip  that  had  been  driven  to  fea 
with  the  1 8  men  returned,  and  the  other  which  rode 
at  anchor  being  faved,  they  failed  to  Hifpaniola, 
where  they  refitted,  and  returned  to  Spain  about  the 
latter  end  of  September ;  after  having  difcovered 
600  leagues  of  the  coaft  of  Paria. 

It  is  here  proper  to  remark,  that  Emanuel  king 
of  Portugal  fending  a  confiderable  fleet  to  the  Eaft- 
Indies  *,  under  the  command  of  Peter  Alvarez  Ca- 
bral,  in  the  year  1500 -,  that  admiral  failing  to  the 
fouth-weft  to  avoid  the  calms  on  the  coaft  of  Guinea, 
was  fo  happy  as  to  difcover  Brazil,  one  of  the  richeft 
provinces  in  South  America  ♦,  by  mere  accident.  But 
it  is  now  neceiTary  to  return  to  the  difcoveries  made 
by  the  great  Columbus. 


The  Fourth  Voyage  of  COLUMBUS. 

COLUMBUS,  after  receiving  his  inftructions, 
fet  out  in  the  year  1501  for  Sevil,  in  order  to 
fuperintend  the  equipment  of  his  fquadron,  confid- 
ing of  four  fmail  mips,  with  one  hundred  and  forty 
men,  including  boys.  All  the  neceffary  preparations 
being  made,  he  failed  from  Cadiz  on  the  9th  of  May 
for  St.  Catherine's,  from  whence,  on  Wednefday  the 
nth  he  departed  for  Arziila,  in  order  to  relieve  the 
Portuguefe,  who  were  faid  to  be  in  great  diftrefs  ; 
but  before  he  arrived,  the  Moors  had  raifed  the  fiege. 
Ke  therefore  failed  for  the  Grand  Canaria,  where  he 
arrived  on  the  20th,  and  took  in  wood  and  water  for 
the  voyage. 

*  The  coafl:  of  India  had  been  difcovered  by  Vafco  de  Gama, 
in  1498,  while  Columbus  was  engaged  in  his  third  voyage  to  the 
"Welt-Indies.     See  Vafco  de  Gama's  voyage,  in  oar  fecorid  volume. 

On 
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On  the  25th,  in  the  evening,  he  proceeded  for  the 
Weil  Indies,  and  the  wind  was  fo  favourable,  that 
without  having  handled  the  fails,  he  arrived  at  the 
ifland  of  Martinico  on  the  15th  of  June^  and  hav- 
ing taken  in  a  frefh  fupply  of  wood  and  water,  he 
flood  to  the  weflward  among  the  Caribbee  iflands. 
Thence  he  fleered  his  courfe  for  St.  Domingo,  where 
he  intended  to  change  one  of  his  mips,  which  was 
a  bad  failer,  hoping  to  continue  his  voyage  with 
more  advantage,  to  the  coafl  of  Paria,  in  queft  of 
the  flrait  which  he  fuppofed  to  be  near  Veragua  and 
Nombre  de  Dios.  But  that  the  new  commendary, 
whom  their  majeflies  had  fent  to  call  Bovadilla  to 
account,  might  not  be  furprifed  at  his  unexpected 
arrival,  he,  on  the  29th  of  June,  being  near  the 
port,  difpatched  before  him  Peter  de  Terreros,  one 
of  his  captains,  to  fignify  the  occafion  he  had  for 
another  fnip,  as  well  as  for  fhelter  againft  a  florm 
which  he  forefaw  ♦,  and  on  account  of  which,  he 
defired  the  commendary  would  not  fuffer  a  fleet  that 
lay  ready  for  failing  to  quit  the  harbour.  So  little 
inclined  was -this  new  governor  to  afiift  the  admiral 
with  another  veffel,  that  he  would  not  even  allow 
him  to  enter  the  port ;  and  difregarding  his  advice, 
permitted  the  fleet,  confiding  of  eighteen  fail,  to 
go  to  fea  without  delay,  on  their  return  to  Spain, 
having  on  board  Bovadilla,  Roldan,  and  the  reft  of 
the  admiral's  enemies. 

But  they  had  hardly  weathered  the  eaft  point  of 
Hifpaniola,  before  they  were  overtaken  by  a  dread- 
ful temped,  ;n  which  their  admiral  foundered  with 
Bovadilla,  and  almoft  all  the  chief  rebels;  and  of 
the  whole  eighteen  mips,  not  above  three  or  four 
were  faved,  while  Columbus,  who  pronoflicated  the 
florm,  fheltered  himfelf  as  well  as  he  could  under 
the  land.  On  the  fecond  day,  however,  the  wind 
rofe  to  fuch  a  pitch  of  fury,  that  his  other  three 
.veffels  were  forced  out  to  fea  ;  where  the  Bermuda, 
the  fhip  he  wanted  to  exchange,  muft  certainly  have 
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periihed,  had  not  (he  been  preferved  by  the  admi- 
rable ildll  and  dexterity  of  D.  Bartholomew,  who  was 
allowed  to  be  the  moft  expert  feaman  of  his  time. 
The  (hips  being  thus  feparated,  every  one  conclud- 
ed the  other  was  loft,  until,  in  a  few  days,  they  met 
again  in  the  port  of  Azua,  where,  upon  comparing 
their  obfervations,  it  appeared  that  Bartholomew 
had  weathered  the  ftorni  by  running  out  to  fea, 
like  an  able  failor,  while  Chriitopher  had  avoided 
great  part  of  the  danger,  by  lying  clofe  under  more, 
like  a  wife  aftronomer.  Indeed  the  admiral's  fatis- 
fa&ion  was  confiderably  diminimed,  by  the  mortifi- 
cation and  chagrin  he  felt,  upon  refle cling,  that  he 
was  denied  (belter  in  that  very  country  which  he 
himfelf  had  difcovered,  and  annexed  to  the  crown 
of  Spain.  This  ftorm,  together  with  its  consequen- 
ces, fumifhed  his  enemies  with  a  pretence  for  fay- 
ing, he  had  raifed  it  by  magic,  for  the  deflrudtion 
of  the  fleet  bound  for  Spain  -,  and  what  added  more 
weight  to  this  luppofition,  the  only  fhip  of  the 
eighteen  that  arrived  in  Spain,  was  the  Aguja  or 
Needle,  on  board  of  which  were  4000  pefos  in  gold, 
belonging  to  the  admiral,  while  the  other  three, 
which  refilled  the  fury  of  the  ftorm,  were  forced 
back  to  St.  Domino-o  in  a  mattered  condition. 

Columbus  having  refrefhed  his  men  in  the  har- 
bour of  Azua,  failed  to  the  port  of  Brazil,  which 
the  Indians  call  Gracchimo,  to  fhelter  himfelf  from 
another  ilorm  that  was  brewing  \  and  thence  de- 
parting July  14th,  was  becalmed  in  fuch  a  manner, 
that  inftead  of  continuing  his  courfe,  he  was  carried 
away  by  the  current  to  certain  iflands  near  Jamaica, 
which  being  very  fmall  and  fandy,  he  named  Los 
Poros,  or  the  Wells ;  becaufe,  for  want  of  freili 
fprings,  he  ordered  his  men  to  dig  pits  in  the  fand, 
from  which  they  drew  water  for  the  ufe  of  the  fhip. 
Then  Handing  to  the  fouthward  for  the  continent, 
he  reached  the  iflands  of  Guanara,  near  the  pro- 
vince now  called  Honduras,  where  his  brother  Bar- 
tholomew 
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tholomew  going  afhore  with  two  boats,  found  peo- 
ple like  thole  of  the  other  iflands,  a  great  number  of 
pine  trees,  and  pieces  of  lapis  calaminaris,  which 
being  mixed  with  copper,  fome  of  the  feamen  miftook 
for  gold,  and  concealed  accordingly.  While  he  re- 
mained in  this  place,  he  defcried  a  canoe  as  long  as  a 
galley,  and  eight  feet  wide,  with  an  awning  in  the 
middle,  made  of  palm-tree  leaves,  not  unlike  thofe 
of  the  Venetian  gondolas  •,  under  this  cover,  the 
women,  children,  and  all  the  goods,  were  fheltered 
from  the  weather  \  and,  though  the  v'eflel  was  man- 
ned by  twenty- five  flout  Indians,  they  allowed  thein- 
felves  to  be  taken  without  oppofition. 

Rejoicing  at  this  opportunity  of  knowing  the  com- 
modities of  the  continent,  without  danger,  the  ad- 
miral ordered  the  cargo  to  be  examined,  and  found 
quilts  and  ihirts  of  cotton,  without  ileeves,   curioufly 
wrought,  and  dyed  of  feveral  colours,   together  with 
large  meets,  in  which  the  women   wrapped  them- 
felves  \  long  wooden  f words,  edged  on  each  fide,  with 
flint  fixed  in  a  groove,  .with  thread  and  a  bituminous 
matter,  hatchets  and  bells  of  copper,  with  plates  and 
crucibles  for  melting  that  metal.      The   provifion 
confided  of  fuch  roots  and  grain  as  are  ufed  for  food 
in  Hifpaniola,  and  a  fort  of  liquor,  made  of  maiz, 
refembling  Englifh  beer.      They   had  alio  a  good 
number  of  cacao  nuts,  which  in  New  ^pain  pafs  for 
money,  and  upon  which  they  feemed  to  put  a  great 
value  •,    for,  notwithstanding  the  confternation  with 
which  they  were  feized,  when  they  found  themielves 
prifoners  among  fuch  a  ftrange  race  of  me<&«    they 
never  failed,  when  one  of  theie  nuts  chanced  io  fall 
upon  deck,  to  (loop  down  and  take  it  ur.  with  marks 
of  eagernefs  and  concern,  as  a  thing  of  great  confe- 
quence.     Nor  ought  we  to  omit  .men..:.  or  ng  their  ex- 
traordinary modelly,  which  was  io  remarkable,  that 
when  forne  of  them  v/ere  pulled  on  board  by  their 
clouts,  which  gave  way,  they   immediately  covered 
their  nudities  with  their  hands,  and  the  women  wrap- 
Vol,  I.  L  ped 
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ped  themfelves  in  their  meets,  with  Tigris  of  fhame 
and  confufion.  This  fenfe  of  decorum  had  fuch  an 
effect  upon  the  admiral,  that  he  ordered  them  to  be 
well  ufed,  reftored  their  canoe,  and  gave  them  Euro- 
pean commodities  in  exchange  for  thofe  articles  of 
their  merchandize  which  he  thought  proper  to  retain  : 
however,  he  kept  one  old  man  called  Giumbe,  who 
feemed  to  be  the  wifeft  and  chief  man  of  the  whole, 
that  from  him  he  might  learn  fome  other  material 
particulars  of  the  country,  and  ufe  him  as  an  interpre- 
ter among  the  other  Indians.  This  office  he  chear- 
fully  undertook,  and  faithfully  difcharged  in  the  courfe 
of  the  voyage,  as  long  as  it  continued  among  people 
who  underftood  his  language  ;  and  when  he  could.be 
no  longer  ferviceable,  he  was  difmifted  with  many 
valuable  prefents,  as  a  reward  for  his  fidelity. 

The  admiral,  though  informed  by  this  Indian  of 
the  great  wealth,  politenefs,  and  ingenuity  of  the 
people  who  lived  to  the  weft  ward  in  new  Spain,  yet- 
knowing  as  thefe  countries  lay  to  leeward,  he  could  fail 
thither  at  any  time  from  Cuba,  he  refolved  at  prefent 
to  perfift  in  his  defign  of  difcovering  the  ftrait  in  the 
continent,  through  which  he  might  penetrate  into  the 
South  Sea,  and  reach  the  fpice  country ;  and  accord- 
ingly turned  to  the  earl  ward  towards  Veragua  and 
jNombre  de  Dios,  where  he  was  told  this  ftrait  would 
be  found.  Nor  was  the  information  untrue  -,  for  the 
Indians  meant  a  ftrait  of  land  or  ifthmus,  which  he 
miftook  for  a  narrow  gulph  extending  from  fea  to  fea. 
In  queft  of  this  ftrait  he  failed  towards  a  point  on  the 
continent,  which  he  named  Cafinus,  becaufe  there  he 
found  great  plenty  of  trees,  bearing  a  fruit  fo  called 
by  the  natives  of  Hifpaniola  •,  and  near  this  cape  he 
faw  people  who  wore  painted  Ihirts  or  jerkins,  and 
clouts  made  of  cotton,  like  coats  of  mail,  fo  ftrong  as 
to  defend  them  againft  the  weapons  ufed  in  that 
country,  and  even  againft  the  ftroke  of  an  European 
fword.  But  farther  to  the  eaftward,  near  Cape  Gra- 
cms  a  Dios,  the  natives  are  of  a  fierce  afpecl  and 
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lavage  difpofuion,  go  flark  naked,  eat  human  rlefh, 
and  fiili  raw  as  it  is  taken  ;  and  they  make  fuch  holes 
in  their  ears,  as  will  admit  an  hen's  egg  •,  from  which 
drcumflance  the  admiral  denominated  that coaft,  de 
Las  Orejas,  or,  of  the  Ears.  Turning  Hill  to  wind- 
ward, on  Sunday  Auguft  14th,  1502,  Bartholomew 
Columbus  went  afhore  in  the  morning  to  hear  mafs, 
with  the  colours,  captains,  and  a  good  number  of 
men  \  and  on  Wednefday  following,  when  they  went 
to  take  pofTeffion  of  the  country  for  their  Catholic 
majefties,  above  one  hundred  Indians,  loaded  with 
provifions,  ran  down  to  the  fhore,  and  on  the  ap- 
proach of  the  boats,  on  a  fudden  retired  without 
fpeaking  one  word.  The  lieutenant  perceiving  their 
timidity,  employed  the  interpreter  to  allure  them 
with  horfe  bells,  beads,  and  other  toys,  which  pleafed 
them  fo  much,  that  next  day  they  returned  in  greater 
numbers,  with  feveral  forts  of  provifions,  fuch  as 
hens  of  that  country,  which  are  better  than  thofe  of 
Europe  ;  geefe,  roafted-fifh,  and  red  and  white  beans, 
refembling  the  kidney-beans  of  Spain.  The  country, 
though  low,  was  green  and  beautiful,  producing 
abundance  of  pines,  oaks,  palm-trees,  and  mirabo- 
lans,  together  with  every  fort  of  fruit  or  provifion  to 
be  found  upon  the  ifland  of  Hifpaniola.  Here  like- 
wife  v/ere  leopards,  deer,  and  other  animals.  The 
people  were  like  thofe  of  the  iflands,  except  in  their 
foreheads,  which  were  not  fo  high  ;  their  loins  only 
were  covered  ;  they  feemed  to  have  no  religion,  and 
every  nation  fpoke  a  particular  language  of  its  own. 
Their  arms  and  bodies  were  ornamented  with  different 
figures,  wrought  into  the  fkin  by  fire.  The  better 
fort,  inftead  of  caps,  wore  red  and  white  cotton 
cloths;  fome  had  fhort  jumps  without  fleeves,  that 
reached  to  their  middle,  and  others  had  locks  of  hair 
hanging  down  on  their  foreheads :  but  on  a  feftival, 
they  painted  their  faces  of  various  colours,  fo  as  to 
look  very  terrible  and  diabolical. 

L  2  The 
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The  admiral  fpent  feventy  days  in  failing  fixty 
leagues  from  the  coaft  de  Las  Orejas,  to  the  eaftward, 
becaufe  the  wind  and  current  were  always  contrary  j 
but  as  there  was  good  riding  along  the  coaft,  he 
tacked  to  and.  fro,  and  dropped  anchor  every  night 
under  the  land  ;  and  on  the  14th  of  September,  he 
reached  a  cape,  which  he  called  Gracias  a  Dios,  or 
Thanks  to  God,  becaufe  from  thence  the  land  trended 
off  to  the  fouth,  and  he  could  profecute  his  voyage 
with  the  trade-wind. 

On  the  1 6th,  being  in  want  of  water,  the  admiral 
fent  the  boats  into  a  river,  at  the  entrance  of  which 
was  fuch  a  ripling,  oceafioned  by  the  current  of  the 
ftream,  and  the  wind  from  the  fea,  that  in  returning, 
one  of  the  boats,  together  with  all  her  men,  was  loft ; 
fo  that  it  was  named,  the  River  de  la  Defgracia,  or 
of  Difafter.  Running  Hill  to  the  fouthward,  he  an- 
chored on  the  25th,  near  a  town  called  Cariari,  and 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  a  little  iiland  named  Quiri- 
viri,  which  in  people,  foil,  and  fituation,  excelled 
every  place  he  Lad  yet  feen  :  for  the  land  is  high,  and 
abounds  with  pafturage,  rivers,  and  woods.  Cariari 
is  fituated  near  a  great  river ;  to  the  banks  of  which  a 
multitude  of  people  refor ted,  fome  armed  with  bows 
and  arrows,  and  others  with  fcaves  of  palm-tree,  as 
black  as  a  coal,  and  as  hard  as  horn,  pointed  with  the 
bones  of  fifties ,  *  third  ftt  werefurnifhed  with  clubs  : 
they  feemed  to  have  aftembled  with  intention  to 
defend  their  country  from  invafion.  But,  perceiving 
the  pacific  difpofition  of  the  Chriftians,  they  exprefied 
n  a  defire  of  bartering  their  commodities,  confirming  of 
arms,  cotton,  jerkins,  {beets,  and  gauninis,  which 
are.  pieces  of  pale  gold,  worn  about  their  necks  like 
relics.  With  thefe  articles  they  fwam  to  the  boats ; 
for  the  Spaniards  did  not  go  ailiore  that  day  or  the 
next;  nor  would  the  admiral  allow  his  people  to  take 
their  goods  in  exchange,  but  prefented  them  with  fe- 
veral  trinkets,  that  they  might  look  upon,  the  Chrif- 
tians, as  men  who  defpifed  all  mercenary  views.  The 
4  lefs 
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lefs  the  admiral  feemed  to  regard  the  traffic,  the  more 
eagernefs  they  difcovered  to  trade  with  him,  and 
made  figns  from  the  land,  inviting  his  people  to 
come  among  them  -,  but  thefe  proving  ineffectual, 
they  retired,  leaving  every  thing  they  had  received 
on  board  in  a  heap  upon  the  fhore,  where  they 
were  found  the  Wednefday  following,  when  the 
Spaniards  landed.  The  Indians,  fuppofing  the  Gran- 
gers did  not  confide  in  their  fincerity,  fent  down  an 
ancient  man,  of  an  awful  prefence,  carrying  a  flag 
upon  a  flaff,  attended  by  two  young  girls,  with  gua- 
ninis  about  their  necks :  thefe,  at  his  earner!  requeft, 
were  conducted  by  the  boat's  crew  on  board  the  ad- 
miral, who  ordered  them  to  be  clothed,  and  fed, 
and  fent  on  more  again,  where  they  were  received 
with  much  fatisfaction,  by  the  old  man  and  fifty  na- 
tives affembled  on  the  beach. 

Next  day,  the  admiral's  brother  going  afhore  to 
learn  fomething  of  the  country,  two  of  their  chief 
men  came  to  the  boat,  and  taking  him  by  the  arms, 
made  him  fit  down  upon  the  grafs  between  them.  In 
this  fituation  he  began  to  interrogate  them,  and  or- 
dered the  fecretary  to  write  down  their  anfwers  -5  but, 
they  no  fGoner  faw  the  pen,  ink,  and  paper,  than 
they  were  feized  with  confirmation,  and  ran  away, 
believing  that  thefe  were  implements  of  forcery  :  for 
they  had  performed  forne  ceremonies  of  exorcifm  be- 
fore they  approached  the  Spaniards.'  D.  Bartholomew 
having  quieted  their  apprehensions,  vifited  their  town, 
where,  in  a  great  wooden  palace,  covered  with  canes, 
he  faw  feveral  tombs,  in  one  of  which  was  a  dead 
body  embalmed  |  and  in  another  two  human  carcaiTes 
wrapped  up  in  cotton  meets,  without  emitting  the 
lead  odour :  over  each  of  thefe  catacombs  was  a  board, 
with  the  figures  of  beafts  carved  upon  it ;  and  on 
fome  of  them  were  the  effigies  of  the  defvn£t,  adorned 
with  guaninis,  beads,  and  other  ornaments  upon 
which  they  fet  a  value. 

L  3  The 
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The  admiral  was  fo  defirous  of  being  better  ac- 
quainted with  the  nature  of  this  country,  and  the 
manners  of  the  inhabitants,  who  feemed  to  be  more 
civilized  than  any  he  had  yet  feen,  that  he  ordered 
feven  to  be  taken,  and  of  thefe  he  chofe  two  that 
feemed  to  be  the  mod  intelligent,  fending  the  reft 
away  with  fome  prefents,  and  an  afTurance  that  their 
companions  were  detained  for  no  other  reafon,  than 
to  ferve  as  guides  and  interpreters  along  the  coaft, 
and  that  in  a  little  time,  they  would  be  certainly  fet 
at  liberty.  Notwithstanding  thefe  profefTions,  they 
imputed  the  detention  to  avarice ;  and  next  day,  a 
number  of  them  coming  down  to  the  more,  fent  four 
ambafTadors  on  board  of  the  admiral,  to  treat  for  the 
ranfom  of  their  countrymen,  with  a  prefent  of  two 
wild  hogs,  which,  though  fmall,  were  very  fweeL 
Thefe  deputies  were  entertained  with  great  civility  ; 
and,  though  he  would  not  comply  with  their  requeft, 
fent  them  away  well  fatisfied,  and  amply  paid  for 
their  hogs,  one  of  which  was  hunted  on  board  by  a 
kind  of  wild  cat,  of  a  greyifa  colour,  caught  in  a 
wood  by  a  feaman,  after  he  had  cut  off  one  of  its  fore 
legs.  This  animal,  which  is  as  big  as  a  fmall  grey- 
hound, leaps  like  a  fquirrel  from  tree  to  tree,  and  not 
only  fallens  upon  the  branches  with  its  claws,  but 
even  with  its  tail,  by  which  it  often  fufpendis  itfelf, 
either  for  reft  or  fport.  The  hogs,  though  naturally 
very  ferocious,  no  fooner  faw  it,  than  they  ran  about 
the  deck  in  a  fright ;  and  the  admiral  perceiving  their 
terror,  ordered  one  of  them  to  be  brought  near  the 
cat,  which  immediately  wound  its  tail  about  the 
hog's  fnout,  and  with  the  foreleg  that  remained, 
fattening  upon  its  poll,  would  foon  have  made  a  prey 
of  it,  had  not  the  people  interpofed.  From  thefe 
circumftances  it  appeared,  that  thofe  cats  hunt  like 
the  wolves  in  Spain. 

On  the  5th  of  October,  the  admiral  failed  into  the 
bay  of  Caravaro,  fix  leagues  in  length,  and  above 
three  in  breadth,  in  which  are  many  fmall  iflands  $ 

and 


OF  COLUMBUS.  151 

and  between  them  the  mips  fail  as  it  were  in  ftreets, 
brufhing  the  trees  on  each  fide.  The  veffels  being 
anchored  in  this  bay,  the  boats  were  fent  to  one  of 
the  iflands,  where  the  men  found  twenty  canoes,  and 
their  people  hard  by  them  on  the  fhore,  Hark  naked, 
with  little  plates,  or  eagles  of  gold  about  their  necks. 
They  exprefTed  no  fymptoms  of  fear  \  but,  for  three 
horfe- bells,  gave  a  gold  plate  that  weighed  ten  du- 
cats, and  faid,  there  was  great  plenty  of  that  metal 
upon  the  continent,  at  a  very  fmall  diftance  from  this 
place. 

Next  day  the  boat's  crew  went  afhore  upon  the 
main  land,  where  they  met  with  ten  canoes  full  of 
people,  who,  refufmg  to  barter  away  their  plates, 
two  of  them  were  taken,  that  the  admiral  might  have 
a  chance  for  acquiring  fome  material  intelligence,  by 
means  of  the  Cariari  interpreters  •,  and  they  confirm- 
ed what  the  inlanders  had  faid  of  the  gold,  which 
was  at  the  diftance  of  two  days  journey  up  in  the 
country.  From  this  bay,  the  admiral  failed  into 
another  hard  by,  called  Aburena  j  on  the  17th  he  put 
to  fea ;  and  arriving  at  the  river  Guaiga,  twelve 
leagues  from  hence,  commanded  the  boats  to  be 
rowed  afhore,  where  they  were  violently  aflaulted  by 
above  one  hundred  Indians,  who  ran  furioufly  into 
the  water  up  to  the  middie,  brandifhing  lances,  blow- 
ing horns,  beating  drums,  and  throwing  fea- water 
toward  the  Spaniards,  at  whom  they  likewife  fpurted 
chewed  herbs,  with  marks  of  deteftation  and  defiance. 
Notwithftanding  thefe  menaces,  they  were  appeafed 
by  the  peaceable  behaviour  of  the  Chriftians,  and 
for  a  few  horfe- bells,  exchanged  fixteen  gold  plates, 
to  the  value  of  one  hundred  ano!  fifty  ducats.  Next 
day,  however,  they  lay  in  ambufcade  for  the  boats, 
and  perceiving  that  nobody  would  venture  to  land 
without  fecurity,  they  rufhed  into  the  water,  as 
they  had  done  the  preceding  day,  and  even  threaten- 
ed to  throw  their  javelins,  provided  the  boats, 
that  lay  upon  their  oars,  would  not  return  to  the 

h  4  fhips. 
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{hips.  The  Spaniards,  exafperated  at  their  infolent 
behaviour,  w<*ust  i  one  of  them  in  the  arm  with 
an  arrow,  and  at  the  fame  time  the  admiral  fired  a 
cannon,  the  explofion  of  which  terrified  them  to 
fuch  a  degree,  that  they  fled  with  precipitation.  Then 
four  men  landing,  invited  them  to  return  by  figns,  in 
confequence  of  which  they  laid  down  their  arms; 
and  coming  back,  exchanged  their  plates  very  peace- 
ably. 

Having  procured  famples  of  what  this  part  of  the 
country  produced,  the  admiral  proceeded  to  Catiba  ; 
and  calling  anchor  in  the  mouth  of  a  great  river, 
perceived  the  natives  affembling  by  the  found  of 
drums  and  horns  They  fenttwo  of  their  number 
along-fide  in  a  canoe,  and  thefe  having  difcourfed 
with  the  Cariari  interpreters,  came  on  board  without 
any  apprehenfion,  and  gave  their  plates  to  the  admi- 
ral, who  in  return  prefenied  them  with  fome  baubles, 
This  canoe  was  fucceeded  by  another,  with  three, 
men,  who  behaved  in  the  fame  manner,  And  amity- 
being  thus  eixabLfned,  the  Spaniards  went  afhore, 
and  found  a  great  number  of  Indians  with  their  king, 
w}io  differed  in  nothing  from  the  reft,  but  in  being 
covered  with  one  leaf  of  a  tree,  becaufe  it  rained 
very  hard.  This  fovereign,  by  exchanging  his  plate, 
fet  an  example  to  his  *fubj  eels,  who  bartered  to  the 
number  of  nineteen,  of  pure  gold  Here  the  Chrif- 
"tians  few  a  great  mafs  of  wail,  feemingly  built  of 
ftone  and  lime  •,  and  as  this  was  the  firft  part  of  the 
Indies  where  the  admiral  difcovered  figns. of  ftructure, 
he  brought  away  a  piece  of  it  as  aineiiiorial. 

Sailing  ro  the  eaftward,  he  pafTed  Cobra vo  ;  and 
the  wind  blowing  frefc,  held  on  his  courle  to  five 
towns  of  great  trade.,  among  icl  was  Veragua, 
where  the  Indians  faidihegi  .    gathered,  and 

the  plates  manufactured  Next  day  he  arrived  at  a 
town  called  Cubiga,  from  which  he  continued  his 
voyage  to  another,  which  he  called  Ptorto-beilo,  or 
the  Beautiful  harbour  |  becaufe  it  is  fpacious,  popu- 

lousft 
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lous,  and  encompaffed  by  a  well  cultivated  coun- 
try. He  entered  this  harbour  on  the  2d  day  of  No- 
vember, paffing  between  two  fmall  iflands,  within 
which  the  (hips  lay  clofe  to  the  more :  and  for  feven 
days,  during  which  he  continued  here,  on  account  of 
the  rain  and  bad  weather,  canoes  came  conftantly  on 
board,  with  people  from  the  adjacent  country,  to 
barter  proviiions,  and  bottoms  of  fine-fpun  cotton, 
which  they  exchanged  for  pins,  points,  and  other 
trifles. 

On  the  9th,  he  failed  from  Porto-bello,  eight 
leagues  to  the  earl  ward  -s  but,  next  day,  was  forced 
back  four  leagues  by  ftrefs  of  weather  ;  and  putting 
in  among  the  iflands  near  the  continent,  where  now 
the  town  of  Nombre  de  Dios  Hands,  called  the  place 
Puerta  de  Baftimentos,  or  the  Port  of  Proviiions,  be- 
caufe  all  thofe  fmall  iflands  were  covered  with  grain. 
A  boat  well  manned  being  lent  in  purfuit  of  a  ca- 
noe, the  Indians  were  fo  terrified,  that  they  leaped 
into  the  fea,  and  efcaped,  notwithftanding  all  the 
efforts  of  the  Spaniards  %  for  when  the  boat  ap- 
proached any  one  of  them,  he  dived  like  a  duck,  and 
came  up  again  at  the  diftance  of  a  bow-fhot  from  the 
place. 

Here  the  admiral  continued,  refitting  the  mips, 
and  mending  the  cafks,  till  the  23d  of  November; 
when  he  failed  eaftward  to  a  place  called  Guiga, 
where  the  boat's  crew  being  fent  on  fhore,  found 
above  three  hundred  Indians,  ready  to  trade  for  fuch 
provifions  as  they  had,  and  fome  fmall  pieces  of  gold 
that  hung  at  their  ears  and  nofes  :  but  without  tarry- 
ing in  this  place,  he  put  into  a  fmall  port,  which  he 
called  Retrete,  or  Retired,  becaufe  it  could  not  con- 
tain above  fix  (hips,  and  the  width  of  the  mouth  did 
not  exceed  fifteen  or  twenty  paces,  though  the  rocks 
on  both  fides  appeared  above  water  as  fharp  as  dia- 
monds, and  the  channel  between  them  was  not  to  be 
fathomed.  The  admiral  was  decoyed  into  this  con- 
fined harbour,  by  the  mifreprefentations  of  thofe  who 

were 
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were  fent  to  view  it,  and  who  gave  a  favourable  ac- 
count of  it,  becaufe  here  the  {hips  muft  lie  clofe  to 
the  fhore,  fo  as  that  they  would  have  the  better  op- 
portunity of  trading  with  the  natives.     He  lay  nine 
days  in  this  narrow  place,  to  which  he  was  confined 
by  bad  weather  j  and  at  firft  the  Indians  came  very 
familiarly  to  trade,  until  they  were  provoked,  by  the 
infolence  and  difiblute  behaviour  of  the  feamen,  to 
acts  of  open  hoftility.     As  their  numbers  daily  in- 
creased, their  courage  rofe  to  fuch  a  pitch  of  refolu- 
tion,  that  they  came  down  and  threatened  to  board 
the  (hips ;  and  the  admiral,  having  in  vain  attempted 
to  appeafe  them  by  patience  and  civility,  found  it 
abfolutely  neceffary  to  alter  his  deportment,  in  order 
to  convince  them  of  his  importance.     He  therefore 
ordered  his  people  to  fire  fome  pieces  of  cannon,  and 
they  anfwered  this  noife  with  mouts,  threfhing  the 
trees  with  Haves,  as  if  they   defpifed  the  explolion, 
which  they  believed  to  be  the  effect  of  thunder,  ufed 
to  terrify  them.     He  therefore  loaded  one  of  the 
great  guns  with  mot,  and  pointing  it  at  a  number 
affembled  on  an  hillock,  the  ball  fell  in  the  midft  of 
them,  and  foon  made  them  fenfible  there  was  fome- 
thing  more  than  empty  noife  :  for  they  inftanrly  fled 
with  fuch  confternation,  that  for  the  future  they  durft 
not  appear  even  behind  the  mountains.    Thefe  people 
were  the  be  ft  fhaped  Indians  of  any  he  had  yet  feen  , 
tall  and  thin,  without  thofe  prominent  bellies,  fre- 
quent in  this  country.     In  this  harbour  were  abun- 
dance of  very  large  crocodiles  or  alligators,  that  fleep 
afhore,  and  emit  a  mufky  fcent,  and  are  fo  ravenous, 
that  they  will  devour  men  if  they  can  take  them  at 
advantage,  though  they  are  fearful  and  cowardly  when 
attacked. 

The  admiral  perceiving,  that  the  violent  winds 
from  the  eaft  and  north-eaft  continued  to  blow  with- 
out ceafing,  and  that  he  could  no  longer  trade  witrx 
the  inhabitants  of  this  coaft,  he  refolved  to  return 
and  fatisfy  hirnfelf  of  the  truth  of  what  was  reported, 

con- 
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concerning  the  mines  of  Veragua-,  and  therefore,  pa 
jthe  5th  of  I)ecember?  failed  back  to  Forto-bejlq. 

Next  day,  the  wind  fhifted  to  the  weft,  but  as  he 
did  not  think  this  was  a  fettled  gale,  he  bore  up 
againft  it  for  fome  days,  during  which  the  weather 
was  fo  very  unfettled  and  unruly,  that  the  failors  could 
fcarce  Hand  upon  deck ;  for  the  fky  feemed  to  be 
finking  in  a  deluge  of  rain,  the  whole  air  appeared 
like  a  furnace  of  lightning,  and  the  thunder  roared 
fo  incelTantly,  that  the  people  miftook  it  for  the  firing 
of  guns,  as  fignals  of  diftrefs.  The  men,  who  were 
conftantly  wet  to  the  fkin,  and  expofed  to  thefe  dread- 
ful peals  and  flafhes,  began  to  be  terrified,  and  to 
defpair;  efpecially  as  the  wind  fhifted  in  their  teeth 
whenever  they  endeavoured  to  make  any  harbour : 
and  in  the  midft  of  this  danger  and  diffraction,  they 
were  in  the  utmoft  danger  of  being  overwhelmed  by 
a  dreaclful  water-fpout  that  rofe  from  the  fea  to  the 
clouds,  as  thick  as  an  ordinary  butt,  whirling  about, 
and  daihing  with  a  moft  tremendous  roar.  To  com- 
plete their  misfortunes,  they  loft  fight  of  the  fhip 
Caino,  which  they  concluded  was  loft,  until  they  faw 
her  again  at  the  end  of  three  difmal  dark  days,  in 
which  fhe  had  been  obliged  to  caft  anchor,  and  after- 
wards was  driven  to  fea,  with  the  lofs  of  her  anchor 
and  boat. 

The  fhips  were  almoft  mattered  to  pieces  by  the 
tempeft,  and  the  men  quite  fpent  with  cold,  hunger, 
and  fatigue,  when  they  were  relieved  by  a  calm  that 
lafted  two  days  ;  during  which  they  were  furrounded 
fc>y  an  infinite  number  of  fharks,  fo  greedy,  that  they 
would  bite  at  the  hook  though  baited  only  with  a  red 
rag.  Many  of  thefe  were  caught,  and  out  of  the  belly 
of  one,  was  taken  an  entire  tortoife,  that  afterwards 
lived  or)  board ;  and  from  another,  the  whole  head  of 
a  fhark  which  we  had  cut  off  and  thrown  into  the 
fea :  fo  that  the  individuals  pf  this  fpecies  feem  to 

(>rey  upon  one  another.     Though  fome  of  the  people 
.poked  upon  them  as  ominous  fifh,  and  all  allowed 

they 
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they  furnimed  a  very  indifferent  meal,  yet  the  failors 
ate  them  with  great  eagernefs  :  for  by  this  time  they 
had  been  eight  months  at  fea,  and  confumed  all  their 
provifion,  except  the  bifcuit  -,  which,  from  the  heat 
and  moifture  of  the  climate,  was  fo  full  of  maggots, 
that  many  delayed  eating  till  it  was  dark,  that  they 
might  not  fee  the  vermin  they  were  obliged  to 
fw  allow. 

On  the  17th,  the  admiral  entered  an  harbour,  three 
leagues  eaft  of  Pennon,  which  the  Indians  call  Huiva, 
and  there  permitted  his  men  to  repofe  themfelves 
for  three  days  ;  during  which,  they  perceived  the  in- 
habitants lived  in  huts,  built  upon  the  tops  of  trees, 
a  flrange  cuilom,  which  mull  have  been  owing  to 
their  fear  of  wild  beads,  land-floods,  or  enemies  of 
their  own  fpecies ;  for  all  along  that  coaft,  the  dif- 
ferent nations  are  at  war  with  one  another.  From 
this  harbour  or  bay,  he  failed  on  the  20th  ;  but  no 
fooner  was  he  at  fea,  than  the  tempeft  began  to  rage 
again,  and  he  was  driven  into  another  port:  from 
whence  he  took  his  departure  on  the  3d,  the  weather 
being  fomewhat  more  moderate.  But  as  if  Provi- 
dence had  refolved  to  thwart  the  expedition,  the  wind 
frelhened  and  became  contrary,  fo  that  he  was 
bandied  about,  to  the  aftonifhment  and  terror  of 
every  perfon  on  board,  until  he  made  the  harbour 
where  he  had  been  before,  on  the  12th  of  the  fame 
month.  Here  he  ftaid  from  December  the  26th,  till 
the  3d  of  January,  when,  having  repaired  the  fhip 
Gallega,  and  taken  en  board  a  fujhxierit  quantity  of 
Indian  corn,  wood,  and  water,  he  failed  back  toward 
Veragua,  with  contrary  winds  and  foul  weather.  In- 
deed, he  was  fo  perplexed  and  fatigued  with  currents^ 
tempefts,  and  unfavourable  gales,  between  Veragua 
and  Porto-beilo,  that  he  called  it  Cofta  de  Contraries, 
or  the  Coaft  of  Contention. 

Two  days  after,  he  call  anchor  near  a  river  which 
the  Indians  called  Yebra,  and  the  admiral  Bethlem  ; 
becaufe  he  arrived  on  the  feaft  of  the  Epiphany.     To 

the 
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the  weflward  of  this  was  the  river  of  Veragua,  the 
water  of  which  was  very  {hallow,  but  the  boats  went 
up  to  the  town  where  the  gold  mines  were  faid  to  be. 
At  firfl  the  Indians  flood  upon  their  guard,  and  threat- 
ened to  oppofe  the  landing  of  the  Spaniards  ;  but  an 
Indian  interpreter  going  afnore,  and  giving  a  favour- 
able account  of  the  Chrirlians,  they  were  appeafed, 
and  bartered  away  twenty  gold  plates,  fome  hollow 
pieces,  like  joints  of  reeds,  and  fome  grains  that  ne- 
ver were  melted,  which  they  laid  they  had  gathered 
a  great  way  off,  upon  uncouth  mountains. 

On  the  c  .r  June,  the  admiral's  fhip  and  the 
Bifcayna  went  up  the  river  Bethlem,  and  the  Indians 
came  to  exchange  fuch  things  as  they  had,  particu- 
larly fifh  •,  which  at  certain  times  of  the  year,  come 
from  the  fea  up  thefe  rivers  in  incredible  numbers  : 
they  likewife.  bartered  fome  gold  for  pins,  beads, 
and  hawks  bells.  Next  day  they  were  joined  by  the 
other  two  fhips,  that  could  not  come  in  the  preced- 
ing day,  for  want  of  water  at  the  river's  mouth.  On 
the  third  day  after  their  arrival,  Diego  Bartholo- 
mew went  up  the  river  with  the  boats,  to  the  town 
of  Quibio ;  fo  the  Indians  call  their  king  ,  who  hear- 
ing of  the  lieutenant's  defign,  came  down  in  his  ca- 
noes to  meet  him,  and  they  received  each  other  in  a 
very  friendly  manner.  Next  day,  he  went  on  board 
to  vifit  the  admiral,  who  made  him  fome  prefents, 
and  he  retired  very  well  pleafed,  after  a  conven- 
tion that  laded  a  whole  hour,  during  which  his  people 
exchanged  fome  gold  for  bells,  and  other  toys. 

On  the  24th,  the  river  fuddenly  fwelled  to  a  fur-; 
prifing  pitch,  and  rufhed  down  with  fuch  impetuo- 
fity,  that  the  admiral's  fhip  parted  her  cable,  and 
running  foul  of  the  Gallega,  brought  the  fore-mail 
by  the  board,  and  both  veffels  were  in  great  danger 
of  perifiiing.  This  Hidden  rife  of  the  river,  was  fup- 
pofed  to  proceed  from  fome  terrible  fhower  that  had 
fallen  upon  the  mountains  of  Veragua,  which  were 

named 
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named  St.  Chriftopher's,  becaufe  the  tops  of  them 
reached  above  the  clouds. 

On  the  6th  of  February*  the  fhips  being  caulked 
and  refitted,  Diego  Bartholomew,  and  fixty-eight 
men,  were  fent  in  boats  to  the  river  of  Veragua,  and 
rowing  up,  arrived  at  the  cacique's  town,  where  he 
ftaid  a  whole  day,  inquiring  the  nearefl  way  to  the 
mines :  in  confequence  of  the  intelligence  he  received, 
they  travelled  four  leagues  and  an  half;  and  next 
day,  arriving  at  the  place  to  which  they  were  directed* 
gathered  fome  gold  about  the  roots  of  trees*  which 
were  very  thick,  and  of  a  prodigious  height.  As 
the  fole  aim  of  this  journey  was  to  get  information 
concerning  the  mines,  they  immediately  returned  to 
the  fhips,  very  well  pleafed  with  the  fample  i 
though,  as  they  afterwards  learned,  the  mines  from 
which  they  had  picked  it  were  not  thofe  of  Veragua* 
which  lay  much  nearer,  but  of  Urira,  a  town  be- 
longing to  a  people  at  war  with  Quibio,  who  had 
directed  the  Spaniards  to  his  enemy's  mines  inftead  of 
his  own. 

On  the  14th  of  February  1503,  Diego  Bartholo- 
mew, with  fifty  men,  followed  by  a  boat,  marched  to 
the  river  of  Urira,  feven  leagues  weftward  from 
Bethlem,  and  next  day  were  met  by  the  cacique, 
attended  by  twenty  men,  who  prefented  him  with 
provifions,  and  fome  gold  plates  were  exchanged. 
Having  refted  a  while  in  this  place,  the  Chriftians 
were  conducted  to  the  town,  where  they  were  hof- 

J)itably  entertained  with  victuals  and  lodging ;  and, 
bon  after  their  arrival,  vifited  by  the  cacique  of 
Dururi,  a  neighbouring  town  :  he  was  attended  by 
a  great  number  of  his  people,  who  brought  fome 
plates  to  exchange,  and  told  the  lieutenant,  that  up 
the  country  there  were  caciques  who  had  abundance 
of  gold,  and  a  great  number  of  men  armed  like  the 
Spaniards. 

Next  day  Diego  Bartholomew  fent  back  twenty 
men  to  the  fhips,  and  with  the  other  thirty,  pro- 
ceeded 
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ceeded  towards  Zobabra,  where  he  faw  above  fix 
leagues  of  ground  full  of  maiz,  and  cultivated  like 
corn  fields.  Here  he  was  kindly  entertained  by  the 
natives,  as  well  as  at  another  town,  called  Cateba* 
where  he  purchafed  fome  plates  :  but  having  now 
advanced  a  great  way  from  the  mips,  without  finding 
any  harbour  along  the  coaft,  or  river  larger  than  that 
of  Bethlem,  where  he  could  conveniently  fettle  a  co- 
lony, according  to  the  intention  of  the  admiral,  he 
returned  with  a  good  quantity  of  gold,  to  the  place 
from  which  he  had  taken  his  departure,  and  in  which 
a  refolution  was  now  taken,  to  make  a  fettlementa 
with  eighty  men  under  his  command.  Proper  dif- 
pofitions  being  made,  they  began  to  build  houfes, 
about  a  cannon's  fhot  from  the  mouth  of  the  river 
Bethlem,  the  materials  being  timber,  and  the  thatch 
confiding  of  the  leaves  of  palm-trees  that  grew  along 
the  fhore.  Several  pieces  of  cannon,  with  powder, 
provifion,  and  other  neceffaries,  were  lodged  in  a 
large  magazine  erected  for  that  purpofe;  while  a 
quantity  of  wine,  bifcuit,  oil,  vinegar,  cheefe,  and 
grain,  was  depofited  on  board  of  the  (hip  Gallega, 
to  be  left  with  cordage,  nets,  hooks,  and  other  fiih- 
ing-tackle,  for  the  ufe  of  the  colony.  Indeed  thefe 
lait  could  not  fail  of  being  fignally  ufeful,  in  a  coun- 
try that  abounds  with  fuch  quantities  of  fifh.  The 
natives  took  them  with  hooks  made  of  tor toife- (hell, 
which  they  cut  with  a  thread.  Among  others,  the 
fea  produces  a  very  fniall  fifh,  called  titi,  which  fly 
up  to  the  furface  of  the  water,  where  they  are  caught 
in  little  matts,  or  fmall  nets,  and  being  wrapped  ia 
leaves,  are  dried  in  an  oven,  fo  that  they  may  be 
kept  for  a  long  time.  They  likewife  catch  abundance 
of  pilchards,  which  being  purfued  by  other  fifh,  will 
leap  two  or  three  paces  upon  the  dry  land  ;  though 
they  are  alfo  taken  in  another  manner.  In  the  mid- 
dle of  their  canoes,  from  ftem  to  (tern,  the  Indians 
raife  a  partition  of  palm-tree  leaves,  two  yards  high, 
and  plying  about  the  river,  make  a  noife  by  beating 

the 
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the  fhore  with  their  pars,  fo  as  to  frighten  the  pil- 
chards, which,  miftaking  th^  leaves  for  land,  leap 
upon  them  in  great  quantities,  and  fall  into  the  ca- 
noe. Befides  thefe,  they  take  great  numbers  of  other 
fifh,  that  pafs  along  the  coaft  in  fhoals,  and  bake 
them,  as  already  obferved.  As  for  liquor,  they 
have  plenty  of  a  very  palatable  kind  of  beer  made  of 
maiz ;  and  agreeable  wine,  made  of  the  juice  and  pith 
of  a  certain  kind  of  palm-tree,  as  well  as  of  a  fruit 
that  refembles  a  pine  apple. 

Every  thing  being  completed  for  the  maintenance 
of  the  new  colony,  the  admiral  refolved  to  return  to 
Spain  without  further  delay  y  when  his  voyage  was 
effectually  retarded,  by  want  of  water  to  carry  him 
out  of  the  river,  as  well  as  by  the  terrible  furf  that 
beat  upon  the  more,  threatening  immediate  deflruc- 
tion  to  any  veffel  that  mould  approach  it.  This  cir- 
cumftance  was  the*  more  unfortunate,  as  the  rains, 
which  alone  could  fwell  the  river,  were  pail,  and  the 
bottoms  of  the  ihips  worm-eaten  through  and  through. 
To  complete  the  difafter,  it  was  cafually  difcovered 
by  means  of  an  interpreter,  that  Quibio  intended  to 
fet  fire  to  the  houfes  of  the  Chriftians,  who  had  made 
a  fettlement  in  his  dominions,  contrary  to  the  incli- 
nations of  him  and  his  people.  In  this  dilemma,  the 
admiral  concerted  meafures  with  his  brother,  for  tak- 
ing the  cacique  prifoner,  together  with  his  principal 
men,  and  carrying  them  to  Spain  as  hoftages  for  the 
good  behaviour  of  his  fubjecls.  Accordingly  on  the 
30th  of  March,  the  lieutenant,  wltli  above  feventy 
men,  proceeded  to  the  village  of  Veragua,  confiding 
of  flraggling  houfes  ;  and  at  a  fmall  difcance  from  it, 
received  a  mefTage  from  the  cacique,  defiring  he 
would  come  up  to  his  houfe,  which'  flood  by  itfelf  on 
a  hill :  notwithstanding  this  intimation ;  he  refolved 
to  go  up  with  five  men  only,  after  having  ordered  the 
reft  to  follow,  two  and  two,  at  fome  diflance,  and 
when  they  mould  hear  a  mufket  fired,  to  befet  the 
houfe,  that  nobody  might  efcape.     Quibio  meeting 
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him  at  the  door,  was  immediately  feized  by  the  lieu- 
tenant, and  the  mufket  being  fired,  the  reft  of  the 
Spaniards  furrounded  the  houfe,  in  which  were  about 
thirty  perfons,  who  feeing  their  prince  taken,  made 
no  oppofition.  But  as  they  were  conveying  the  ca- 
cique on  board,  he  contrived  to  jump  out  of  the  boat 
into  the  river  •,  and  as  it  began  to  be  dark,  it  was 
impoflible  to  hear  or  fee  how  he  went  afhore  :  fo 
that  aftef  a  fruitlefs  fearch,  they  were  fain  to  row  on 
board  of  the  admiral,  overwhelmed  with  lhame  and 
vexation. 

Next  day  the  lieutenant,  finding  it  would  be  im- 
practicable to  overtake  the  fugitive  Indians,  returned 
with  his  men  to  the  fhips,  and  prefented  the  plunder 
of  Quibio's  houfe,  worth  three  hundred  ducats  in 
plates  and  eagles,  to  his  brother ;  who,  having  de- 
ducted the  fifth  part  for  their  catholic  majefties,  di- 
vided the  reft  among  thofe  who  went  upon  the  expe- 
dition. 

The  colony  being  now  fettled  under  proper  regu- 
lations, and  the  river  fwelled  by  the  rains,  Columbus 
ordered  his  fhips  to  be  lightened,  and  towed  by  the 
boats  over  the  bar,  on  which  all  the  three  ftruck, 
though  without  receiving  much  damage.  They  then 
took  in  every  thing  they  had  been  obliged  to  unflow, 
and  lay  waiting  for  a  fair  wind  to  fail  for  Hifpaniola, 
from  whence  the  admiral  propofed  to  fend  fupplies  to 
his  new  fettlement.  In  this  interval,  the  boat  pro- 
videntially went  afhore,  and  contributed  to  the  fafety 
of  many  Spaniards,  whootherwife  muft  have  fallen  a 
facrifice  to  the  refentment  of  the  Indians  :  for  Quibio 
no  fooner  perceived  the  fhips  at  fea,  than  he  refolved 
to  attack  the  fettlement ;  and  the  woods,  by  which  it 
was  furrounded,  facilitated  the  enterprife.  But  the 
lieutenant,  who  was  a  man  of  great  refolution,  fallied 
out  upon  the  enemy,  and  feven  or  eight  of  his  people 
following  his  example,  foon  compelled  the  favages  to 
retire  into  the  wood,  juft  as  the  boat  reached  the 
fhore  :  though  not  before  they  had  killed  a  Spaniard, 
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and  wounded  feverL>  among  whom  was  the  lieutenant 
himfelf  Repeated  attacks  of  this  nature  however 
continued  to  reduce  their  numbers  and  to  difpirit  the 
furvivors. 

Mean  while  the  admiral  waited  ten  days  for  fair 
weather,  that  he  might  fend  afhore  the  only  boat 
that  remained,  for  intelligence  •,   and  in  this  interval, 
fome  of  the  prifoners  who  had  been  confined  in  the 
hold,  burft  open  the  hatches  in  the  night,  and  leaped 
into  the  fea,  and  the  reft  being  difappointed  in  their 
hopes  of  efcaping  in  the  fame  manner,  hanged  them- 
felves  in  defpair;  fo  that  now  he  had  no  homages,  by 
virtue  of  whom  he  could  make  peace  with  Quibio. 
The  weather  ftill  continuing  boifterous,  and  the  peo- 
ple being  extremely  impatient  to  learn  the  fate  of 
their  companions,    Peter  de  le  Defma,    a  pilot  of 
Sevil,  undertook  to  fwim  afhore,  provided  he  might 
be  carried  in  the  boat  to  the  place  where  the  furf  be- 
gan to  run   high.     His  propofal  being  embraced  by 
the  admiral,  was  put  in  execution  ;  and  he  fwam  off 
again  with  a  circumftantial  account  of  what  had  hap- 
pened, including  a  detail  of  divifions  and  diffenfions 
among  the  men  :  for  Diego  Bartholomew  found  it  im- 
practicable to  maintain  authority  and  fubordination, 
and  they  were  unanimous  in  nothing  but  their  refolu- 
tion  to  leave  the  place.     They  therefore  begged  the 
admiral  would  take  them  on  board  without  delay, 
otherwife  they  would  put  to  fea  in  their  own  vefTel, 
rotten  as  fhe  was,  and  rather  truft  to  the  mercy  of  the 
waves  and  weather,  than  expofe  themfelves  to  the 
barbarous  refentment  of  the  favages.     In  confequence 
of  this  information,  Columbus  refolved  to  flay  and 
take  them  on  board  ;  and  the  weather  becoming  more 
favourable,  they  came  off,  with  all  their  goods  and 
effects,  in  his  boat  and  fome  canoes  lalhed  together; 
fo  that  in  two  days  nothing  was  left  behind  but  the 
hulk  of  the  fhip,  which  was  fo  much  eaten  by  the 
T/orms,  as  to  be  unfit  for  fervice, 
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The  whole  company  being  thus  re-afTembled,  to 
their  mutual  fatisfa&ion,  the  admiral  failed  along  the 
coaft  to  the  eaflward,  contrary  to  the  opinion  of  all 
the  pilots,  who  thought  he  might  have  reached  St. 
Domingo,  by  bearing  away  to  the  north:  but  he 
and  his  brother  knew  it  was  requifite  to  ply  up  to 
windward,  before  they  could  ftrike  acrofs  the  gulph 
that  divides  the  continent  from  Hifpaniola  :  and  as  he 
confulted  his  own  judgment  in  this  particular,  the 
men  began  to  murmur,  from  an  apprehenfion,-  that 
he  intended  to  fail  directly  for  Spain,  although  he  had 
not  provifion  furficient  for  fuch  a  voyage.  At  Porto- 
bello  he  was  obliged  to  leave  the  (hip  Bifcaina,  which 
was  fo  leaky  and  worm-eaten,  that  me  could  not  pro- 
ceed; and  turning  up  along  the  coaft,  he  parTed  Port 
Retrete,  together  with  abundance  of  fmall  iflands, 
which  he  denominated  las  Barbas  :  thence  continuing 
his  courfe  ten  leagues,  he,  on  the  ift  of  May,  1503, 
took  his  departure  from  a  place  on  the  continent  call- 
ed  Marmora,  and  flood  to  the  northward,  the  wind 
and  currents  fetting  from  theeaft. 

The  pilots  and  navigators  on  board  affirmed,  that 
he  was  to  the  eaftward  of  the  Caribbees,  but  he  him- 
felf  was  apprehenfive,  that  he  mould  not  be  able  to 
fetch  Hifpaniola,  and  this  fear  was  verified  :  for,  on 
the  10th,  he  defcried  two  very  fmall  low  iflands, 
which  he  named  Tortugas,  from  the  abundance  of 
turtle  found  here,  and  in  the  neighbourhood  ;  and  on 
the  1 2th,  after  a  run  of  thirty  leagues  northwards, 
arrived  at  the  iflands  called  Jardin  de  la  Reyna,  that 
lie  ten  leagues  to  the  fouthward  of  Cuba.  By  this 
time,  the  (hips  being  leaky  and  crazy,  the  men  were 
harrafTed  at  the  pump,  though  little  able  to  fupport 
fuch  fatigue,  becaufe  their  provifions  were  now  reduced 
to  a  little  bifcuit,  oil,  and  vinegar  •,  and  in  this  me* . 
lancholy  fituation,  they  were  overtaken  by  a  dreadful 
ftorm,  in  which  the  fhip  Bermuda  ran  foul  of  the  ad- 
miral, and  both  had  like  to  have  foundered  :  however, 
they  got  clear  of  each  other  with  much  difficulty,  and 
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dropped  all  their  anchors,  though  it  was  the  fheet 
anchor  alone  that  brought  them  up  -,  and  in  the  morn- 
ing there  was  but  one  ftrand  of  the  cable  uncut,  fo 
that  if  this  had  given  way,  they  muft  have  perifhed 
upon  the  (harp  rocks. 

The  wind  being  abated,  he  failed  to  an  Indian 
town  on  the  coaft  of  Cuba,  called  Mattaia,  where 
having  purchafed  fome  refreftiments,  as  the  winds, 
currents,  and  condition  of  the  mips  would  not  permit 
him  to  bear  up  for  Hifpaniola,  he  flood  over  to  Ja- 
maica, pumping  and  baling  all  the  way.     Yet5  not- 
withstanding their  utmoft  efforts,  the  water  rofe  up 
almoft  to  the  deck  ;  and  when  day  appeared,   he  put 
into  an  harbour  called  Puerto  Bueno,   but  finding  no 
frefh  water  in  this  place,  he  fleered  to  the  eaftward  in- 
to  another,  called  Santa  Gloria,  which  is  enclofed  by 
rocks,  where  finding  it  impomble  to  keep  the  mips 
afloat,  he  ran  them  afhore  along-fide  of  each  other, 
and  propping  them  up  on  each  fide,  fo  as  to  keep 
them  upright,  ordered  fheds  to  be  made  on  the  poop 
and  forecaftle,  under  which  the  men  might  be  fecure 
from  the  inclemencies  of  the  weather,  as  well  as  the 
attempts  of  the  Indians.     This  expedient  he  chofe 
rather  than  that  of  fortifying  himfelf  on  more,  be- 
caufe  he  mould  be  more  able  to  reflrain  his  feamen 
from  irregularities,  which  might  have  incenfed  the 
natives,  on  whom   he  entirely  depended  for  fubfifl- 
ence,  his  own  provifions  having  been  either  fpoiled 
or  confumed.     As  the  natives  reforted  in  great  num- 
bers to  the  fhips  with  what  they  had  to  barter,  he  ap- 
pointed two  perfons  to  fuperintend  the  market,  and 
prevent  abufes  or  frauds  of  either  fide,  as  well  as  to 
divide  the  purchafe  equally  among  the  people,  that 
nothing  might  be  embezzled  or  engroffed.     His  re- 
gulations were  alike  agreeable  to  his  own  men,  who 
were  plentifully  iupplied ;  and  to  the  Indians,  who 
exchanged  two  little  animals  like  rabbits,  which  they 
called  hutics,  for  a  bit  of  tin,  and  cakes  of  their 
bread  named  zabi,  for  two  or  three  glafs  beads,  though 
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for  a  quantity  of  any  tiling,  they  received  a  hawk's 
bell ;  and  a  cacique  or  great  man  was  fometimes  pre- 
fented  with  a  fmall  looking  glafs,  red  cap,  or  pair  of 
fciffars. 

Thefe  neceflary  fteps  being  taken,  the  admiral's 
next  care  was,  to  confult  with  his  officers  about  the 
means  of  tranfporting  themfelves  to  Hifpaniola ;  and, 
after  mature  deliberation,  it  was  refolved,  that  two 
canoes  fhould  be  fent  thither,  with  an  account  of 
the  misfortune  which  had  happened  to  the  admiral, 
and  a  letter  to  the  governor,  defiring  that  a  fliip 
might  be  fent  immediately  to  his  relief.  The  ca- 
noes being  chofen  for  this  dangerous  expedition, 
James  Mendez  de  Segura,  the  admiral's  chief  fecre- 
tary,  embarked  in  one,  with  fix  Chriftians,  and  ten 
Indians  to  row  -,  and  Bartholomew  Fiefco,  a  Genoefe 
gentleman,  went  on  board  of  the  other,  with  the 
like  number  of  hands ;  this  laft  having  orders  to  re- 
turn immediately  with  the  news  of  their  fafe  arrival, 
while  Mendez  ihould  continue  his  route  over  land 
to  St.  Domingo. 

In  a  little  time  after  the  departure  of  thefe  canoes, 
the  men  who  were  left  began  to  grow  fickly,  in 
confequence  of  the  fatigue  they  had  undergone,  and 
the  change  of  provifion  -,  and  (which  is  the  cafe  on 
all  fuch  occafions)  a  fpirit  of  difcontent  diffufed  it- 
felf  among  them.  They  now  caballed  and  murmu- 
red in  private  againft  the  admiral,  faying,  he  had 
no  intention  to  return  to  Spain,  where  he  was  in 
difgrace  with  their  catholic  majefties  ;  nor  could  he 
have  any  hopes  of  affiftance  from  Hifpaniola,  the 
governor  of  which  had  already  refufed  him  fhelter 
in  his  diftrefs  :  and  laftly,  they  fuggefted  that  Men- 
dez and  Fiefco  were  both  loft,  otherwife  the  latter 
would  have  returned  by  this  time,  according  to  his 
promife.  For  thefe  reafons,  it  was  their  bulinefs 
to  confult  their  own  fafety,  by  leaving  the  admiral, 
who  was  now  lame  in  all  his  limbs  with  the  gout, 
and  follow  their  companions  to  Hifpaniola,    where 
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they  would  be  the  better  received  by  the  commendary 
I  ares,  on  account  of  their  having  abandoned  Colum- 
bus, whom  he  hated.  Thefe  arguments^were  fuggefted 
and  encouraged  by  two  brothers,  called  Porras,  who 
allured  them  of  protection  on  their  return  to  Spain, 
from  the  biihopD.  John  de  Fonfeca,  as  well  as  from 
the  treafurer  Morales,  by  whom  their  fifter  was  kept 
as  a  concubine:  and  fuch  effect  had  the  insinuations 
of  thefe  ringleaders,  one  of  whom  was  captain  of 
the  (hip  Bermuda,  and  the  other  comptroller  of  the 
fquadron,  that  eight  and  forty  of  the  men  were  per- 
fuaded  to  follow  them  at  all  events,  and  to  provide 
them'elves  with  every  thing  neceffary  for  the  exe- 
cution of  their  purpofe. 

On  the  2d  day  of  January,  captain  Francis  de  Por- 
ras, whom  they  had  cholen  for  their  leader,  afcending 
the  quarter-deck,  where  the  admiral  lay  confined  to 
his  bed,  "  What  is  the  reafon,  my  lord,  (faid  he) 
*'  that  you  will  not  return  to  Spain,  but  keep  us  in 
"  this  place  to  perim  ??'  To  this  infolent  interroga- 
tion,   Columbus,    fufpecYing   the    confpiracy,    very 
calmly  replied,  That  he  did  not  fee  how  they  could 
return  to  Spain,  until  they  mould  be  afiifted  with  a 
vefTel  from  Hifpaniola ;  that  no  man  was  more  de- 
iirous  than  he  to  be  gone,  as  well  on  account  of  his 
own  private  intereft,  as  for  the  fafety  of  his  people  ; 
and  that,  for  their  fatisfaclion,  he  would  again  fum- 
mon  all  his  officers  to  confult  about  the  means  of  gra- 
tifying their  inclination.  This  judicious  remonftrance 
had  no  weight  with  Porras,  who  faid,  it  was  now  no 
time  to  talk-,  for  that  he  mould  either  embark  im- 
mediately, or  flay  there  by  himfelf :  then  crying  with 
a  loud  voice,  "  I  am  going  to  Spain  with  thofe  that 
"  will  follow  me,"  all   his    adherents  joined  in   the 
exclamation,  and  immediately  took  pofleffion  of  the 
Jorecaflle,  poop,  and  round-tops,  fo  that  uproar  and 
univerfal  confufion   enfued.     The    admiral,   though 
lame  in  bed,  hearing  the  noifeof  this  tumult,  ftarted 
jo  in  order  to  quell  the  mutiny,  but  was  with-held 
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by  his  fervants,  who  were  afraid  that  he  would  be 
murdered  by  the  conspirators.  They  likewife  dif- 
armed  and  confined  his  brother  Diego  Bartholomew, 
who  had  bravely  rufhed  out  upon  the  mutineers,  with 
an  half  pike  in  his  hand,  and  entreated  Porras  to  be 
gone,  without  doing  further  mifchief,  or  making  any 
attempt  upon  the  life  of  Columbus,  for  which  they 
could  not  fail  of  being  one  day  feverely  punifhed. 
He  did  not  think  proper  to  regard  this  caution,  but 
feizing  ten  canoes  which  the  admiral  had  purchafed 
from  the  Indians,  embarked  with  all  his  followers, 
who  exprefied  as  much  joy  as  if  they  had  been  al- 
ready landed  in  Spain.  Upon  this  occafion,  a  good 
number  of  the  reft,  who  were  not  concerned  in  the 
combination,  feeing  themfelves  abandoned  by  their 
fellows,  and  defpairing  of  relief,  defired  to  be  taken 
on  board,  to  the  infinite  forrow  and  mortification  of 
the  admiral,  and  thofe  few  who  remained  with  the 
fick.  In  all  probability,  had  the  people  been  in 
health,  he  would  have  been  deferted  by  the  whole 
company,  except  his  brother,  and  his  own  faithful 
fervants.  The  mutineers  in  the  canoes  rowed  towards 
the  eaft  part  of  Jamaica,  from  whence  Mendez  and 
Fiefco  had  taken  their  departure,  and  in  the  way 
committed  all  manner  of  outrages  upon  the  poor  In- 
dians, advifing  them  to  apply  for  redrefs  and  repay- 
ment to  the  admiral,  who  was  the  caufe  of  all  the 
injuries  they  fuftained,  and  to  put  him  to  death  in 
cafe  he  mould  refufe  to  give  them  fatisfaction  :  for 
his  defign  in  ftaying,  was  no  other  than  to  fubjedt 
and  involve  them  in  fuch  mifery  and  opprefiion  as  he 
had  already  entailed  upon  the  inhabitants  of  the 
other  ifland. 

Having  in  this  manner  done  their  endeavours  to 
embroil  the  admiral  with  the  natives,  they  began 
their  voyage  for  Hifpaniola,  with  fome  Indians,  whom 
they  compelled  to  go  on  board  every  canoe  as  rowers. 
They  had  not  made  four  leagues  from  land,  wrhen  the 
Wind,  which  was  contrary,    besjan  to  frefhen,  and 
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the  fea  to  rife ;  they  fhipped  fome  water,  and  being 
unacquainted  with  the  methods  of  managing  thofe 
veffels,  refolved  to  lighten  them,  by  murdering  the 
Indians,  and  throwing  their  bodies  into  the  fea.  This 
inhuman  fcheme  was  executed  on  fome,  and  the  reft 
leaping  over-board,  fwam  until  they  were  weary  •, 
then  hanging  by  the  canoes  to  breathe  a  little,  the 
barbarous  ruffians  cut  off  their  hands ;  fo  that  eighteen 
of  thofe  poor  wretches  perilhed  in  this  deplorable 
manner  ;  and  not  one  would  have  efcaped,  had  not 
they  kept  a  few  to  fceer  them  back  to  Jamaica,  as 
they  now  thought  it  impracticable  to  profecute  their 
voyage.  When  they  landed,  a  council  was  held,  in 
which  fome  propofed  to  take  the  advantage  of  the 
eafterly  wind  and  currents,  for  running  over  to 
Cuba,  from  whence  they  could  have  a  fhort  cut  to 
Hifpaniola  :  others  were  of  opinion,  that  they  mould 
return,  and  make  peace  with  their  admiral,  or  de- 
prive him  by  force  of  the  commodities  and  arms  that 
were  ftill  in  his  porTeflion  :  but  by  a  majority  of  voices 
it  was  agreed,  they  fhould  wait  for  a  calm,  and  put 
to  fea  again  directly  for  Hifpaniola.  For  this  oppor- 
tunity they  tarried  a  whole  month,  during  which  they 
ravaged  the  whole  neighbourhood  of  Aramaquique, 
which  was  the  name  of  that  town  and  diftricl,  and 
having  made  two  unfuccefsful  efforts  to  perform  the 
voyage,  marched  by  land  to  the  weftward,  plunder- 
ing -the  defencelefs  natives  and  the  weak  villages  in 
their  way. 

"With  regard  to  the  admiral,  he  exerted  all  his  ad- 
drefs  and  induflry  to  efface  the  bad  impreflions  which 
the  mutineers  had  made  among  the  Indians  ;  fo  that 
they  continued  to  fupply  him  with  provifions,  while 
he  employed  his  care  and  humanity  for  the  relief  of 
the  fick,  until  almoft  all  his  people  were  recovered : 
but  as  the  daily  expence  of  fubfiftence  had  produced 
a  fcarcity  among  the  Indians,  who  fow  very  little 
more  than  is  juft  neceffary  for  their  own  occafions, 
they  began  to  be  remifs  in  their  attendance,  efpecial- 
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ly  as  they  were  already  flocked  with  the  commodities 
of  the  Chriftians.  They  were  likewife  influenced  by 
the  defertion  and  malicious  infmuations  of  fuch  a 
number  of  the  Spaniards,  who  had  left  their  chief  in 
a  fituation  which  no  longer  commanded  obedience 
and  refpect.  In  this  dilemma,  Columbus,  with  his 
wonted  fagacity,  fell  upon  a  very  extraordinary  ex- 
pedient for  retrieving  his  character  and  affairs  with 
thofe  favages.  Knowing  that  in  three  days  there 
would  be  an  eclipfe  of  the  moon,  he  fent  an  Indian 
of  Hifpaniola,  who  was  on  board,  to  affemble  the 
principal  inhabitants  of  the  diftrict,  that  he  might 
confer  with  them  about  an  affair  that  concerned  them 
nearly  ;  and  they  obeying  thefummons,  he  told  them 
by  his  interpreter,  he  and  his  people  were  Chriftians, 
and  believed  in  God,  who  created  the  heaven  and 
earth,  protected  the  righteous,  and  punifhed  the 
wicked  •,  and  therefore  would  not  permit  the  rebel- 
lious Spaniards  to  pafs  over  to  Hifpaniola,  though  he 
had  by  his  providence  conducted  Mendez  and  Fiefco 
to  that  ifland,  becaufe  the  intent  of  their  voyage  was 
laudable ;  that  the  fame  almighty  and  all-juft  Being 
was  incenfed  againft  the  Indians  for  having  neglected 
to  fupply  his  people  with  provifions,  and  determined 
to  punifh  them  with  plague  and  famine  •,  as  a  certain 
token  or  prefage  of  which,  they  would  that  very 
night  fee  the  moon  rife  with  an  angry  and  bloody 
afpect,  to  denote  the  mifchief  that  would  certainly 
fall  upon  them. 

This  prophecy  had  different  effects  upon  the  In- 
dians, fome  of  whom  were  terrified,  while  others  ri- 
diculed it  as  an  idle  ftory :  but  when  they  perceived 
the  moon  in  reality  eclipfed,  and  perceived  the  dark- 
nefs  increafing  as  fhe  roie,  universal  confternation  pre- 
vailed among  them,  and  they  came  running  from  all 
quarters,  loaded  with  provifion,  and  entreated  the 
admiral  with  loud  cries  and  lamentations,  to  intercede 
with  God  in  their  behalf,  that  his  wrath  might  be 
averted,  a§d  they  would  for  the  future  take  care  to 
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fupply  all  his  wants.  In  confequence  of  this  pro- 
mife,  Columbus  faid  he  would  ufe  his  influence  with 
God,  and  accordingly  (hut  himfelf  up,  while  they 
remained  without,  howling,  and  imploring  his  afiif- 
tance.  When  he  perceived  the  eclipfe  beginning 
to  go  off,  he  came  out  of  his  cabin,  bade  them  be  of 
good  cheer,  for  he  had  prayed  in  their  favour  to 
God,  who  had  forgiven  them,  on  their  promife  of 
being  kind  and  hofpitable  to  the  Chriftians  :  and,  as 
a  teftimony  of  his  forgivenefs,  they  would  fpeedily 
fee  the  moon  lay  afide  her  wrathful  countenance,  and 
fhine'wkh  her  former  fplendour. 

His  prognoftic  being  verified,  they  praifed  the  God 
of  the  Chriftians,  and  ever  after  continued  to  provide 
plentifully  for  the  fubfiftence  of  the  admiral  and  his 
people  :  for  though  they  had  formerly  feen  fuch 
eclipfes,  they  did  not  think  it  was  poflible  to  foretel 
them,  without  an  immediate  correfpondencewith  the 
Deity,  and  therefore  confidered  Columbus  as  a  par- 
ticular favourite  of  heaven. 

Eight  months  having  elapfed  fince  the  departure 
of  Mendez  and  Fiefco,  of  whom  there  was  not  yet 
the  leaft  intelligence,  the  people  began  to  be  deject- 
ed, fuppofing  the  meflengers  had  either  perifhed  at 
fea,  or  been  killed  by  the  Indians  of  Hifpaniola,  in 
their  way  to  St.  Domingo.  Thefe  fears  were  confirm- 
ed by  the  information  of  the  natives,  who  faid  they 
had  feen  a  canoe  overfet,  driven  upon  the  coaft  by 
the  current.  Thefe  apprehenfions  increafed  every 
day,  and  at  laft  produced  a  fecond  confpiracy,  at  the 
head  of  which  was  one  Bernard,  an  apothecary  of 
Valencia,  who,  with  two  companions,  called  Zamora 
and  Villatoro,  formed  a  fcheme  for  deferting  from 
the  admiral  in  imitation  of  the  other  mutineers ; 
but  the  execution  of  this  project  was  prevented  by 
the  arrival  of  a  veffel  fent  by  the  governor  of  Hif- 
paniola. The  captain,  whofe  name  was  James  de 
Efcobar,  having  come  to  an  anchor  near  the  wrecks, 
vifited  the  admiral  with  compliments  from  the  com- 
rr.etidary,  who  being  unprovided  with  a  fhip  fuffi- 

cient 
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cient  to  carry  off  fuch  a  number  of  men,  had  fent 
a  cafk  of  wine  and  two  flitches  of  bacon  in  a  pre- 
fent  ♦,  and  thefe  being  delivered,  Efcobar,  without 
waiting  for  a  letter,  weighed  anchor,  and  departed 
that  fame  evening.  Though  Columbus  was  extreme- 
ly mortified  at  his  abrupt  behaviour,-  he  affected  to 
fay  that  the  caraval  had  failed  by  his  directions,  be- 
caufe,  fhe  being  too  fmall  to  convey  the  whole  com- 
pany, he  was  refolved  to  flay  for  a  larger  vefTel,  in 
which  they  might  all  embark  at  once.  This  declara- 
tion had  fuch  an  effect  upon  the  confpirators,  that 
they  poftponed  their  enterprize  :  but  the  truth  was, 
Lares,  governor  of  Hifpaniola,  being  apprehenfive 
that  the  admiral,  upon  his  return  to  Spain,  would  be 
reinftated  in  the  government  of  that  iiland,  had  fent 
Efcobar  to  reconnoitre  his  fituation,  and  fee  whether 
or  not  he  might  be  eafily  deftroyed.  By  this  caraval, 
however,  Columbus  received  certain  intelligence  of 
the  fafe  arrival  of  Mendez  and  Fiefco,  at  Hifpaniola, 
and  did  not  doubt  but  that  he  fhould  be  relieved  in 
confequenee  of  their  remonftrances. 

They  had  embarked  from  the  eaftermoft  point  of 
Jamaica,  and  continued  rowing  and  paddling  two 
days,  during  which  they  fuftained  extremity  of  heat, 
thirfl,  and  fatigue  ;  for  their  frefh  water  was  alrnoft 
expended  the  firfl  day,  and  fome  of  the  Indians 
actually  died  for  want  of  refrefhment.  When  the 
fecond  day  elapfed  without  their  feeing  land,  they  be- 
gan to  fufpect  they  had  not  taken  the  right  courfe, 
and  univerfal  defpondence  enfued  :  but  their  hopes 
were  revived,  when  they  faw  the  moon  rife  over  land, 
which  was  a  fmall  ifland  called  Nazabazza,  at  che 
diftance  of  eight  leagues  from  Hifpaniola.  Thither 
they  rowed  with  their  utmofl  efforts,  and  next  morn- 
ing going  afhore,  found  it  a  barren  rock,  without  tree, 
fhrub,  or  fprig  j  neverthelefs,  they  took  up  plenty 
of  rain  water  from  the  holes  of  the  rocks,  and  fome 
of  them  drank  to  fuch  excels,  as  produced  dropfies, 
and  other  dangerous  diftempers.  Having  rdled 
%  and 
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and  refrefhed  themfelves  with  fuch  things  as  they 
could  pick  up   along  more,  they  went  on  board  in 
the  evening,  and  fleered  their  courfe  to  the  neareft 
land  of  Hifpaniola,    which   was  Cape  St.   Michael, 
where  they  arrived  in  the  morning.     Fiefco,  having 
repofed   himfelf  two  days,  would  have  returned  to 
the  admiral  according  to  his  promife,    but  neither 
failors  nor  Indians  would  accompany  him  in  the  voy- 
age, fo  that  he  was  obliged  to  defift.     As  for  Mendez, 
though  he  laboured  under  a  quartan  ague,  which  was 
the  effect  of  his  fufFerings  at  fea,  he  fet  out  imme- 
diately for  Xarague,  and  gave  an  account  of  the  ad- 
miral's fituation  to  the  governor,  who,  after  much 
importunity,  gave  him  leave  to  go  and  purchafe  a 
fhip  at  St.  Domingo,  which  afterward  failed  to  Ja- 
maica, from  whence  the  admiral  lent  her  to  Spain, 
with  packets  for  their  catholic  majefties,  containing  a 
detail  of  his  voyage. 

Columbus,  ftiil  willing  to  compofe  all  differences, 
fent  a  mefTenger  to  the  mutineers  under  the  two  Por- 
ras,  inviting  them  to  return  to  their  duty,  and  com- 
forting them  with  the  hope  of  a  fpeedy  voyage  to 
their  own  country;  inafmuch  as  he  had  received  the 
promife  of  being  relieved,  by  a  caraval  from  Hifpa- 
niola,  which  had  brought  him  a  prefent  of  bacon  and 
wine  •,  part  of  which  he  fent  them,  as  a  confirmation 
of  the  truth  of  what  he  averted.     Their  ringleaders 
dreading  the  confequence  of  a  re-union,  ufed  all  their 
art  and  eloquence  in  difTuading  their  adherents  from 
embracing  the  terms  propofed  ;  and  their  fuggeftions 
fucceeded  fo  well  among  their  followers,    that  the 
mefTenger  was  difmifTed,  after  having  been  told  that 
they  would  peaceably  depart  for  Hifpaniola,  provided 
the  admiral  would  fupply  them  with  a  vefTel  for  that 
purpofe  ;  or,  if  he  had  but  one,  aflign  one  half  of  it 
to  them  for  their  own  convenience,  and  in  the  mean 
time,  give  them  an  equal  mare  of  the  cloaths  and 
commodities  that  were  flill  in  his  porTeflion  \  other- 
wife 
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wife  they  would  come  and  take  the  whole  by  force  of 
arms. 

This  threat  they  actually  refolved  to  put  in  execu- 
tion, and  marched  down  to  an  Indian  village  within 
a  quarter  of  a  league  of  the  wrecks  :  and  the  admiral 
being  informed  of  their  defign,  detached  fifty  men 
well  armed,  under  the  command  of  his  brother,  who 
had  orders  to  expoftulate  with  the  rebels,   and  refrain 
from  acts  of  hoftility,  unlefs  he  mould  be  firft  at- 
tacked.     Diego   Bartholomew,    having    reached  a 
rifing  ground  within  bow-mot  of  the  mutineers,  fent 
a  meiTage  to  their  captain,  deiiring  a  conference;  but 
this  condefcenfion  was  treated  with  contempt,  as  the 
effect  of  fear,  and  they  immediately  fell  upon  his  men 
in  great  confidence  of  victory  ;  fix  of  the  bolder!:  hav- 
ing taken  an  oath  to  fight  their  way  directly  to  the 
lieutenant,    whofe  death   they   believed  would  foon 
difconcert  his  followers.     However,   they  were  dis- 
appointed in  their  expectation  \  for,  at  the  very  firft 
charge,  five  of  the  iix  were  (lain,  and  among  thefe 
the  two  firft.  perfons  who  drew  their  fwords  on  board 
in  fupport  of  the  confpiracy. 

As  for  their  leader,  Francis  de  Porras,  he  was 
taken  prifoner,  and  his  people  fo  roughly  handled, 
that  they  foon  turned  their  backs,  and  fled  with  pre- 
cipitation ;  fo  that  the  lieutenant  obtained  a  complete 
victory,  and  returned  to  the  mips  with  a  good  num- 
ber of  prifoners  :  he  himfelf  being  wounded  in  the 
hand,  and  only  one  gentleman  of  his  fide  having  re- 
ceived an  hurt  with  a  fpear,  of  which  he  afterward 
died.  Next  day  the  fugitives  fent  a  petition  to  the 
admiral,  imploring  his  mercy,  and  promifing  to  fub- 
mit  themfelves  to  his  good  pleafure  ;  and  he  imme- 
diately gave  them  a  free  pardon,  and  took  them  again 
into  his  protection  :  but,  in  order  to  avoid  future  ani- 
mofities,  and  a  fcarcity  of  provifions  on  board,  he 
detained  Porras  in  confinement,  and  appointed  a  pro- 
per  perfon  to  command  and  lead  them  about  the 
iiland,  for  the  convenience  of  finding  fubfiftence,  in 

exchange 


174        THE  FOURTH  VOYAGE 

exchange   far  commodities,    with  which  they  were 
fupplied  by  his  direction. 

Among  thofe  of  the  fide  of  the  admiral  who  fuf- 
fcred  in  the  engagement,  was  Peter  de  Ledefma  the 
pilot,  whofwam  aftioreat  Bethlem.  This  man,  hav- 
ing received  a  number  of  wounds  in  the  fray,  fell  over 
the  rocks,  and  was  not  found  till  next  day  in  the 
evening,  when  the  Indians,  to  their  utter  amazement, 
difcovered  him  alive.  His  fkull  was  laid  open,  fo  that 
his  brains  appeared,  his  arm  was  almoft  cut  off,  the 
calf  of  one  leg  hung  down  to  his  ancle,  and  one  foot 
was  fliced  from  the  heel  to  the  toes.  Notwithftanding 
thefe  defperate  wounds,  he  frightened  the  Indians 
with  curies  and  threats  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  they 
Bed  from  him  with  the  utmoft  confirmation  \  and  his 
condition  being  known,  the  admiral  ordered  him  to 
be  attended  by  the  furgeon ;  and  to  the  furprize  of 
every  one  the  man  recovered  and  did  well. 

All  diflentions  among  the  Spaniards  being  thus  re- 
moved, the  Indians  grew  more  cautious  of  giving 
offence,  and  carefully  fupplied  them  with  provifion : 
and  a  year  being  elapfed  fince  the  Chriftians  were 
wrecked  upon  the  ifland,  the  fhip  we  have  already 
mentioned,  which  Mendez  bought  with  the  admiral's 
money  at  St.  Domingo,  arrived  in  Jamaica.  Colum- 
bus with  his  whole  company,  embarking  on  the  28th 
of  June,  fet  fail  for  Hifpaniola,  though  the  wind  and 
current  were  contrary,  and,  after  a  troublefome  voy- 
age, reached  St.  Domingo  on  the  13th  of  Auguft 
1504.  Here  he  was  received  with  demonftrations  of 
uncommon  civility  and  regard  by  the  governor,  who 
lodged  him  in  his  own  houfe,  and  fawned  upon  him 
with  the  mo  ft  abjed  fubmiflions  •,  though  this  hofpi- 
tality  was  altogether  affectation  ;  for  he  fet  Porras  at 
liberty,  and  threatened  to  punifh  thofe  who  were  con- 
cerned in  apprehending  that  rebel.  When  the  ad- 
miral's fhip  was  refitted,  and  another  hired  for  the 
convenience  of  his  friends  and  followers,  he  failed  for 
Europe  on  the  2d  of  September,  and  before  he  was 

two 
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two  leagues  at  fea,  the  mad  of  the  hired  veffel  coming 
by  the  board,  he  fent  her  back  into  the  harbour  to  be 
repaired,  while  he  himfelf  proceeded  on  his  voyage 
to  Spain. 

During  the  paffage,  he  loft  his  own  main-malt,  in  a 
ftorm,  and  this  damage  being  in  fome  meafure  repair- 
ed by  the  fkill  and  activity  of  the  lieutenant,  (for 
the  admiral  was  lame  of  the  gout)  they  were  after- 
ward expofed  to  another  tempeft,  which  carried  away 
their  foremaft,  and  in  that  condition  the  {hip  arrived 
at  the  port  of  St.  Lucar  de  Barrameda.  Upon  his 
landing,  he  was  informed  of  the  death  of  his  generous 
patronefs  queen  Ifabella,  which  overwhelmed  him 
with  concern ;  for  though  he  was  courteoufly  received 
by  Ferdinand,  that  prince  began  to  think  the  advan- 
tages he  had  stipulated  for  himfelf  were  too  confider- 
abie,  and  accordingly  he  propofed  new  terms,  which* 
however,  did  not  take  effect :  for  the  negotiation  was 
interrupted  by  the  acceffion  of  King  Philip  to  the 
throne  of  Caitile  :  and  before  Ferdinand  returned  to 
Valladolid,  from  whence  he  had  kt  out  to  meet  his 
fon-in-law,  Columbus,  oppreiTed  with  infirmities  and 
chagrin,  yielded  up  the  ghoft  in  that  city.  His  body 
was  afterward,,  by  the  king's  order,  conveyed  to 
Sevil  •,  where  it  was  magnificently  interred  in  the  ca- 
thedral, and  the  place  diftinguimed  by  a  monument, 
on  which  thefe  words  were  infcribed : 

A  Caftilia,  y  a  Leon, 
Nuevo  Ivlundo  diof  Colon. 

Which  may  be  thus  tranilatedo 

To  Caftile  and  Leon, 
A  new  World  was  given  by  Columbus, 
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DISCOVERIES  of  the  SPANIARDS, 

From  the  Death  of  COLUMBUS, 

To  the  Expedition  of  HERNANDO    CORTES. 


AS  the  firft  difcoveries  in  America  were  made 
and  purfued  by  the  Spaniards,  their  tranfadtions 
there  have  alfo  been  more  extraordinary  in  their  nature 
than  thofe  of  any  other  nation  ;  by  their  infatiable  ra- 
pacity after  gold,  and  their  inhuman  meafures  to  ac- 
quire it :  haraffing  the  natives,  ravaging  and  butcher- 
ing in  the  vileft  manner  where-ever  they  came.  What 
renders  thefe  tranfactions  the  more  curious,  is  the  cir- 
cumftance  of  their  difcovering  and  fubduing  two  po- 
tent and  civilized  empires  in  thefe  hitherto  unknown 
regions  ;  viz.  Mexico  and  Peru.  That  we  may  pre- 
ferve  a  connection  then  in  the  detail,  it  will  be  proper 
briefly  to  trace  the  proceedings  of  the  Spaniards  in 
their  new  colonies  from  the  death  of  Columbus,  to 
the  time  of  the  expedition  againft  the  Mexicans. 

Nicholas  de  Obando,  who  was  governor  of  Hifpa- 
niola  at  the  time  when  Columbus  died,  diftinguime4 
himfelf  by  making  draughts  of  the  coafts  from  a  furvey 
which  he  had  caufed  to  be  taken,  and  by  dividing  the 
Indians  among  the  Spaniards,  who  confidered  them 
merely  as  their  vafTals.  Gold  was  almoft  their  only 
purfuit,  and  fuch  quantities  of  that  valuable  metal 
were  found,  that  there  were  annually  melted  in  the 
ifland,  more  than  the  value  of  150,0001.  fterling ; 
and  yet  this  treafure  was  far  from  enriching  or  fatisfy- 
ing  thofe  who  were  employed  in  amafling  it. 

Juan  Ponce  de  Leon,  a  Spanifh  gentleman,  who 
had  one  of  the  provinces  under  his  command,  being 
informed  by  the  Indians  that  St.  John  de  Porto  Rico 
was  rich  in  gold,  obtained  a  licence  from  Obando  for 
planting  a  colony  in  it ;  and  while  he  was  thus  em- 
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•ployed,  Obando  was  recalled,  and  Don  Diego  Colum*- 
bus  came  as  his  father's  fucceffor,  to  take  upon  himr 
ielf  the  government  .of  Hifpaniola.  He  brought  with 
him  from  Spain  a  new  governor  for  Porto  Rico  ;  but 
Ponce  difputing  his  authority,  the  young  admiral  let 
them  both  afide,  and  appointed  Michael  Cerron  go* 
vernor,  and  Michael  Diaz  his  lieutenant.  However, 
after  this  Ponce,  by  the  intereft  of  his  friend  Obando* 
procured  a  commiflion  from  Spain,  and  returning  to 
Porto  Rico,  eafily  found  pretences  for  feizing  Cerron 
and  Diaz,  whom  he  fent  prifoners  into  Spain,  and 
then  profecuted  his  defign  of  conquering  the  ifland. 
But  though  he  found  this  a  more  difficult  talk  than  he 
had  imagined,  the  poor  Indians,  at  lad,  notwithftand:- 
ing  the  kindneis  with  which  they  had  treated  him, 
were  entirely  enflaved,  and  at  length  extirpated.  Soon 
after  which  Ponce  de  Leon  was  deprived  of  his  poft; 
for  Cerron  and  Diaz,  prefenting  a  petition  to  the  court 
•of  Spain,  and  being  ftrongly  fupported  by  Columbus's 
intereft,  were  fent  back  in  order  to  poflefs  their  former 
employments,  Ponce  being  thus  reduced  to  the  ftate 
.of  a  private  man,  fitted  out  two  mips  for  making  new 
difcoveries,  and  on  trie  2d  of  April  1512,  fell  in  with 
land  unknown  to  the  Spaniards,  in  the  latitude  of 
300  8',  and  believing  it  to  be  an  ifland,  named  it 
Florida,  from  its  beautiful  appearance,  and  many 
pleafant  grovess  .or  from  his  difcovering  it  on  Eafter 
Sunday,  which  the  Spaniards  call  Pafcha  Florida,  it 
being  the  fine  ft  feafon  for  flowers. 

The  ifland  of  Porto  Rico  is  120  miles  in  length 
and  60  in  breadth  -,  its  northern  coaft  is  in  18  de- 
grees of  latitude,  and  its  fouthern  in  iy°.  The 
country  confiits  of  a  pleafing  variety  of  hills  and  val- 
leys, woods  and  meadows,  abounding  in  all  the  trp^ 
pical  fruits,  and  well  watered  with  fprings  and  rivers : 
but  like  other  countries  within  the  tropics,  it  has  pe- 
riodical rains  and  dorms,  and  fometimes  hurricanes 
Jpetwe.en  Midfummer  and  Michaelmas. 
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About  this  time  Alonzo  de  Ojeda,  who  had  ferved 
under  Chriftopher  Columbus,  petitioning  for  a  patent 
for  making  new  fettlements,  obtained  the  promife  of 
a  grant  of  all  that  had  been  difcovered  on  the  conti- 
nent :  but  Diego  Nicueffa,  a  man  of  greater  wealth, 
interpofing,  {topped  the  grant,  and  obtained  half  of 
it  for  himfelf.  The  court  allowed  the  former  all  the 
country  between  Cape  de  la  Vela  and  the  gulph  of 
Darien,  under  the  name  of  New  Andalufia  ;  and  the 
latter,  the  country  from  that  gulph,  to  Cape  Gracias 
a  Dios,  under  the  name  of  Caitilla  del  Oro,  or  Golden 
Caftile :  without  any  mention  being  made  in  thefe 
grants  of  Diego  Columbus,  to  whom  thofe  countries 
of  right  belonged,  on  account  of  their  being  difcovered 
by  his  father. 

Each  of  thefe  adventurers  fitted  out  two  vefTels, 
with  which  they  failed  to  St.  Domingo  in  Hifpaniola, 
where  they  quarrelled  about  their  refpedtive  rights  -, 
but  their  difputes  being  at  length  adjufted,  they 
left  that  ifland  in  the  latter  end  of  the  year  1510. 
Ojeda  took  on  board  Francis  Pizarro,  who  afterward 
conquered  Peru,  and  in  a  few  days  arrived  at  Cara- 
mari,  fince  called  Carthagena,  where  the  Indians 
were  prepared  to  oppofe  him,  on  account  of  the  in- 
juries they  had  received  from  feveral  Spaniiri  adven- 
turers ;  who,  under  the  pretence  of  trading  with  them, 
had  bafely  feized,  carried  off,  and  enflaved  feveral  of 
the  natives. 

Thefe  people  were  of  a  large  Mature,  the  men  wore 
their  own  hair  down  to  their  ears  ;  that  of  the  women 
was  very  long,  and-  both  fexes  were  very  expert  at 
mooting  with  the  bow.  Ojeda  immediately  fent  them 
a  few  priefts,  with  fome  of  the  Indians  of  Hifpaniola 
who  fpoke  their  language  \  thefe  meflengers  had  orders 
to  perfuade  them  to  be  peaceable,  and  fubmit  to  the 
Spanifh  yoke,  to  leave  off  their  idolatry,  cruelty,  and 
other  vices  5  though  Ojeda  refolved,  in  cafe  they 
proved  obftinate,  not  only  to  make  war  upon  them, 
but  to  make  them  (laves. 
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Ojeda  began  to  barter  with  them  for  gold,  with 
Spanifh  toys ;  but  rinding  they  were  preparing  to 
attack  him,  he  fell  upon  them  ;  made  a  great  (laugh- 
ter; took  fome  prifoners,  and  found  a  fmall  quanti- 
ty of  gold  in  fome  of  the  towns  of  which  he  made 
himfelf  matter.  He  then  marched  four  leagues 
within  land,  where,  being  divided  into  fmall  parties, 
they  were  every  where  cut  off  with  flights  of  poifon- 
ed  arrows.  Ojeda  and  another  were  the  only  per- 
fons  who  efcaped,  all  the  reft,  amounting  to  feventy 
Spaniards,  being  (lain. 

Happily  for  Ojeda,  NicuefTa  now  appeared  with 
his  two  veffels  on  the  coaft,  and  was  no  fooner 
informed  of  what  had  happened,  than  he  fent  for 
his  rival,  and  generouily  told  him,  that  in  this  cafe 
they  ought  to  forget  their  difputes,  and  only  to  re- 
member that  they  were  Spaniards  and  gentlemen, 
and  that  he  would  therefore  revenge  his  lofs.  They 
accordingly  united,  and  landed  400  men,  marched 
againft  the  Indians,  burnt  the  town  of  Yarbaco,  feiz- 
ed  a  vaft  number  of  prifoners,  and  as  much  gold  as 
amounted  to  7000  pieces  of  eight  to  each  of  the 
commanders. 

After  this  victory  they  parted,  in  order  to  pur- 
fue  their  feparate  plans.  Ojeda  fixed  a  fettlement 
on  the  eaftern  promontory  of  the  gulph  of  Darien, 
and  gave  the  town  the  name  of  St.  Sebaftian  *,  be- 
caufc  that  faint  being  faid  to  be  martyred  by  the 
-poifoned  arrows  of  the  infidels,  he  thought  him  a 
lit  patron  to  defend  him  from  the  like  weapons  of 
the  Indians.  But  finding  that  the  natives  were  ex- 
afperated  at  his  making  a  fettlement  on  the  coaft, 
he  fent  captain  Encifo  in  one  of  the  mips  to  Hif- 
paniola,  with  orders  to  bring  him  as  large  a  fupply 
of  men  and  provifions  as  pofiible,  and  in  the  mean 
time  drew  intrenchments  about  the  town,  for  his 
own  fecurity.  However,  as  he  foon  wanted  necef- 
laries,  he  was  obliged  to  make  excurfions  into  the 
country ,  by  which  means  many  of  his  people  were 
'  N  2  killed 
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killed  by  the  poiibned  arrows  of  the  natives  ;  the 
colony  was  reduced  to  a  moft  wretched  condition ; 
and  notwithstanding  the  arrival  of  confiderable  fuc- 
cours  and  reinforcements,  they  were  foon  again  re- 
duced to  the  utmoft  diftrefs  by  war  and  famine. 
Hunger  frequently  forced  them  out,  while  the  na- 
tives conftantly  drove  them  back  with  the  lofs  of 
fome  of  their  men  :  but  from  this  terrible  diftrefs 
they  were  relieved  by  the  dexterity  and  prefence 
of  mind  of  a  very  extraordinary  man  brought  by 
Encifo. 

Nunez  or  Nugnez  de  Balboa,  a  perfon  of  good 
family,  great  abilities,  and  a  liberal  education,  had 
formerly  failed  along  that  coaft  with  Baftidas,  and 
had  afterward  obtained  a  good  fettlement  in  Hif- 
paniola*,  where  having  committed  fome  irregulari- 
ties, he  was  in  danger  of  being  put  to  death.  In 
thefe  unfortunate  circumftances  he  caufed  himfelf  to 
be  put  on  board  Encifo' s  fhip  in  a  bread  cafk,  and 
after  having  remained  there  fome  days,  ventured  at 
laft  to  make  his  appearance,  when  the  fhip  was  an 
hundred  leagues  at  fea.  The  captain,  who  had 
been  ordered  not  to  carry  any  offenders  out  of  the 
ifland,  was  extremely  vexed  at  feeing  him,  and 
threatened  to  kt  him  on  fhore  in  the  firft  defert 
place  he  came  to  ♦,  but  the  principal  perfons  on  -board 
interceding  for  him,  Encifo  was  at  laft  pacified,  and 
granted  him  his  protection,  which  however  did  not 
efface,  from  Nunez's  memory,  the  ufage  he  had  re- 
ceived. 

This  perfon,  obferving  that  the  company  were  in 
defpair,  and  knew  not  how  to  act,  endeavoured  to 
encourage  them,  by  maintaining  that  they  were  not 
in  fo  defperate  a  condition  as  they  imagined;  obfer- 
ving that  when  he  was  upon  this  coaft  before,  with 
Baftidas,  they  failed  to  the  bottom  of  the  gulph, 
where  they  faw  a  very  large  town,  fituated  in  a 
fruitful  foil,  and  in  a  fine  climate  :  that  it  was  in- 
deed inhabited  by  warlike  Indians  •,  but  as  they  did 
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not  make  ufe  of  poifoned  arrows,  he  advifed  them 
to  get  off  their  (tranded  brigamines,  and- endeavour 
to  fail  thither. 

This  advice  being  approved,  was  immediately 
followed  ;  and  they  failed  to  the  river  called  by  the 
Indians  Darien,  where  having  viewed  the  place,  they 
found  every  thing  according  to  his  de'fcription.  The 
inhabitants  and  their  cacique,  being  informed  that 
the  Spaniards  were  coming,  fecured  their  wives  and 
children,  and  with  500  men  waited  for  the  invaders 
on  a  little  hill  :  but  the  Spaniards  fell  upon  them, 
foon  put  them  to  flight,  and  then  proceeded  to  the 
town,  which  to  their  great  joy  was  full  of  provi- 
fions.  The  next  day  they  marched  up  the  country 
and  the  neighbouring  mountains,  and  found  many 
houfes ;  but  no  inhabitants,  they  being  all  lied. 
They  however  feized  veflels,  houfhold  goods,  mort 
petticoats  of  cotton,  great  quantities  of  cotton,  both 
fpun   and  unfpun,  and  about  10,000  pieces  of  fine 


gold. 


The  fuccefs  of  this  enterprize  gained  Nunez  much 
reputation,  and  he  began  to  be  in  very  high  efteem. 
It  was  now  unanimoufly  agreed  to  fettle  a  colony 
there,  and  to  call  it  Santa  Maria  el  Antiqua  del  Da- 
rien, or  St.  Mary  the  Ancient  of  Darien.  The  firft 
being  the  name  of  a  church  at  Seville,  and  the  lat- 
ter the  Indian  name  of  the  river. 

Nunez  now  fecretly  contrived  in  concert  with  his 
friends,  to  depofe  Encifo;  who  himfelf  foon  for- 
warded this  fcheme,  by  giving  orders  that  no  man 
mould  trade  with  the  Indians  for  gold,  upon  pain 
of  death  •,  which  raifing  a  fufpicion  that  he  intended 
to  monopolize  the  trade  of  that  valuable  metal,  they 
threw  off  all  fubjeclion  to  him,  alledging  that  his 
.authority  was  expired,  as  they  were  out  of  the  limits 
of  Ojeda's  government.  They  now  chofe  magii- 
trates  like  thofe  in  Spain ;  Nunez  de  Balboa  and 
Zamadis  were  elected  Alcaldes,  and  Valdivia  was 
appointed  Regidore;    but  foon  difliking  this  form 
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of  government,  new  debates  arofe,  which  were  ter- 
minated by  the  arrival  of  Roderic  Henriquez  de 
Colmenares  with  two  fhips,  with  provifions,  mili- 
tary ftores,  and  70  men  on  board. 

This  officer,  who  was  carrying  fupplies  to  Ni- 
cuefTa, had  put  into  a  port  at  50  or  60  leagues  dif- 
tance  from  this  place,  and  fending  his  men  on  Ihore 
to  take  in  water,  they  were  fuddenly  attacked  by 
70  Indians,  who  wounded  45  of  his  people  with 
their  poifoned  arrows,  and  flaved  the  boat.  The 
Spaniards  however  fwam  to  the  fhips,  though  all  of 
them  died  of  their  wounds,  except  one.  Seven  of 
the  Spaniards  however  hid  themfelves  in  a  great  hol- 
low tree,  in  order  to  fwim  to  the  fhip  at  night; 
but  thofe  on  board  fuppofing  they  had  been  (lain, 
fet  fail  for  the  bay  of  Uraba,  or  Darien,  in  fearch 
of  NicuefTa.  Colmenares  meeting  no  body  on  the 
eafl  fide  of  the  bay,  where  he  expected  to  have 
found  either  Ojeda's  or  NicuefTa' s  men,  he  was  much 
furprized,  and  fufpected  that  they  were  all  dead  : 
he  however  caufed  fome  pieces  of  cannon  to  be 
fired,  and  fires  to  be  lighted  on  the  tops  of  the 
rocks,  which  being  obferved  by  the  fettlement  at 
Santa  Maria,  they  made  fignals,  upon  which  he 
came  to  them,  as  we  have  already  related ;  and  ge- 
neroufly  distributing  his  provifions  among  them 
without  difllnction,  brought  them  to  agree  to  fend 
for  NicuefTa,  in  order  to  make  him  their  governor. 

We  mail  now  return  to  Diego  NicuefTa,  who, 
after  his  leaving  Alonzo  de  Ojeda,  whom  he  had  fo 
generoufly  afiifted,  met  with  a  violent  tempefl, 
when  Lopez  de  Olano,  his  lieutenant,  perceiving 
the  fhips  feparated,  formed  the  defign  of  fetting  up 
for  himfelf,  and  leaving  his  patron  to  fhift  as  he 
could  :  but  this  failing,  he  failed  to  Veragua,  the 
place  of  rendezvous,  where  he  endeavoured  to  per- 
fuade  the  people  to  abandon  their  original  defign, 
and  to  return  to  Hifpaniola,  alledging  that  Nicuef- 
Ta, and  the  men  on  board  v/ith  him,  had  doubdefs 
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perifhed.  Mean  while  a  fhallop  entered  the  port 
with  four  men  on  board,  who  brought  advice  that 
Nicuefla  had  been  ftranded  upon  the  coaft;  and 
having  marched  a  great  way  with  incredible  fatigue, 
was  now  on  fhore  with  his  followers  in  a  mod  miie- 
rable  condition.  At  hearing  this  news  Olano's  heart 
relented,  and  he  immediately  difpatched  the  ihal- 
lop  with  provifions  and  refreshments,  which  faved 
Nicuefla  and  his  men  from  perifhing  with  hunger  : 
but  this  feafonable  relief  did  not  in  the  lead  foften 
that  governor's  refentment  againft  his  lieutenant, 
whom  he  put  in  irons,  and  threatened  to  fend  him 
in  that  condition  to  Spain. 

NicuefTa  now  fettled  a  colony  on  the  banks  of 
the  fiver  Belem  or  Bethlehem  >  but  foon  became 
in  fuch  want  of  provifions,  that  leaving  only  a  part 
of  his  men  there,  he  failed  with  the  reft  to  Porto 
Bello  :  when  the  Indians  not  fuffering  his  people  to 
land,  he  was  obliged  to  (leer  two  or  three  leagues 
farther  to  the  port  called  by  Columbus,  the  Bafti- 
mentos ;  and  as  foon  as  he  entered  it  cried  out,  Pa- 
remus  aqui  en  il  nombre  de  Dios  -,  that  is,  Let  us  Hay 
here  in  the  name  of  God ;  whence  the  place  was 
called  Nombre  de  Dios.  Then  immediately  landing, 
he  began  to  erect  a  fortrefs. 

Nicuefla  being  foon  reduced  to  the  fame  fltuation 
as  in  the  former  colony,  was  obliged  to  fend  one  of 
his  veffels  to  Hifpaniola,  to  intreat  Columbus  to 
grant  him  aiiiftance  •,  but  fcarce  was  this  veffel  failed, 
when  that  with  Colmenares  arrived  with  the  above 
meffage.  This  captain  was  fo  amazed  at  feeing 
Nicuefla  and  his  people  lean,  ragged  and  bare-footed, 
that  he  could  not  forbear  ihedding  tears,  efpecially 
at  hearing  how  many  had  died,  and  the  great  dif- 
after  they  had  fuftained  ,  and  therefore  immediate- 
ly endeavoured  to  comfort  Nicuefla,  by  telling  him, 
that  the  people  of  Santa  Maria  delired  he  would 
come  and  govern  them  -,  that  they  poflefTed  a  plea- 
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faht  and  fertile  country*    had  plenty  of  provifion^ 
and  were  in  no  want  of  gold. 

Nicueifa,1  now  recovering  his  fpirits,  returned 
thanks  to  heaven  for  this  unexpected  news  -,  but  foon 
forgetting  his  own  miferable  condition,  and  that 
theie  people  had  voluntarily  made  him  an  offer  of 
becoming  their  governor  and  protector,  he  was  fo 
imprudent  as  publickly  to  declare*  that  he  would 
take  all  their  gold  from  them,  and  punifh  them  for 
landing  within  the  limits  of  his  grant.  Nor  was  this 
his  only  error;  for  being  defirous  of  viewing  fome 
iOands  that  lay  in  the  way,  he  fuffered  a  caraval  to 
fail  before  him,  in  which  were  perfons  who  acquain* 
ted  the  colony  with  thefe  ungenerous  exprefiions  $ 
upon  which  they  changed  their  refolutions,  and  re- 
folved  not  to  fuffer  him  to  come  among  them. 

Nicueffa  having  fpent  eight  days  among  the  ifl- 
ands,  was  greatly  lurprized  on  his  anchoring  at  the 
landing  place  at  Santa  Maria,  to  find  many  of  the 
Spaniards  on  the  more  5  and  at  his  being  ordered  by 
One  of  them,  in  the  name  of  all  the  reft,  to  return 
to  Nombre  de  Dios,  he  defired  they  would  hear  him, 
and  for  that  purpofe  the  next  day  came  on  fhore, 
■when  the  people  attempting  to  feize  him,  he  efeaped 
by  flight.  Nicueffa  now  intreated  that  in  cafe 
they  would  not  accept  him  for  their  governor,  he 
might  be  at  leaft  admitted  as  a  companion  ;  which 
they  refufmg,  he  begged  they  would  keep  him  as  a 
prifoner,  fince  he  had  rather  die  than  go  back  to 
ftarve  at  Nombre  de  Dios.  But  notwithftanding 
this,  they  cruelly  forced  him  and  1 7  of  his  men  in- 
to an  old  rotten  bark,  with  orders  to  return  to  the 
place  from  whence  they  came,  on  pain  of  being 
funk  where  they  v/ere.  There  is  no  doubt  of  their 
having  complied  with  this  inhuman  order,  but  they 
were  never  feen  afterward* 

After  the  deparrure  of  this  unhappy  man,  Nunez 
de  Balboa  diftinguifhed  himfelf  as  a  prudent  gover- 
nor %  he  made  great  difcoveries  *  was  the  firft  Euro* 
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pean  who  faw  the  South  Sea,  and  prepared  the  way 
for  the  conqueft  of  Peru.  As  his  hiftory  has  there- 
fore a  clofe  conne&ion  with  that  conqueft,  wefhall 
place  it  immediately  before  our  account  of  that  great 
event ;  and  proceed  now  to  thofe  events  which  pre- 
pared the  way  to  the  fubjeclion  of  the  Mexicans. 

Though  the  governments  beftowed  upon  the  above 
adventurers,  were  fo  many  violations  of the juft  rights 
of  the  admiral  Don  Diego  Columbus,  he  was  very 
much  blamed  for  not  endeavouring  to  afiift  them  to 
the  utmoft  of  his  power  :  and  his  enemies  made  ufe 
of  this  complaint  at  the  court  of  Spain,  which  always 
looked  upon  him  with  jealoufy  ;  and  therefore  readi- 
ly liftened  to  any  accufation  brought  againft  him.  Of 
this  the  admiral  was  fo  fenfible,  that  he  left  no  flone 
unturned  to  fecure  to  himfelf  thefe  countries  to  which 
he  had  juft  pretenfions,  from  the  contract  made  with 
his  father. 

Being  informed  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  1 5 1 1 , 
that  the  court  was  very  defirous  of  having  a  colony 
planted  in  the  great  ifland  of  Cuba,  he  refolyed  to 
be  beforehand  with  them,  and  to  fend  a  body  of  men 
thither  under  the  command  of  a  perlbn  whom  he 
could  truft  :  that  having  a  lieutenant  there  of  his  own, 
the  court  might  have  no  pretence  for  making  a  grant 
of  it  to  any  more  adventurers,  as  they  had  done  of 
that  part  of  the  continent  difcovered  by  his  father, 
and  even  of  the  ifland  of  Jamaica ;  which  however 
he  had  recovered.  For  this  purpofe  he  made  choice 
of  James  Velafquez,  the  wealthier!  and  moft  efteem- 
ed  of  all  the  firft  Spanifh  inhabitants  in  Hiipaniola. 

Before  we  proceed  it  may  not  be  improper  to  ob- 
ferve,  that  the  province  of  Guatiaba  lying  next  to 
Cuba,  and  the  diftance  between  the  two  points  be- 
ing only  1 8  leagues ;  many  of  the  Indians  of  Hifpa- 
niola  had  pafled  over  in  their  canoes,  and  among  them 
a  cacique  of  the  province  of  Guatiaba  called  Hatuey. 
He  was  a  man  of  bravery  and  prudence,  he  took  as 
many  of  his  men  as  poiTible,  and  fettled  on  the  neareft 
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country  called  Mayci,  where  he  treated  the  people 
as  fubjects,  but  not  as  flaves.  This  cacique,  fearing 
that  the  Spaniards  would  one  time  or  other  pafs  into 
Cuba,  kept  fpies  in  order  to  know  what  was  done  in 
Hifpaniola.  Eeing  at  length  informed  of  the  admi- 
ral's defign,  he  aflembled  the  mod  warlike  of  his 
people,  and  putting  them  in  mind  of  the  many  fuf- 
ferings  they  had  endured  under  the  Spaniards,  told 
them  that  they  committed  thefe  outrages  for  the  fake 
of  a  great  lord  of  whom  they  were  very  fond,  and  whom 
he  would  mew  them.  Then  taking  fome  gold  out 
of  a  little  palm-tree  banket  added,  "  This  is  the  lord 
H  whom  they  adore,  him  they  follow,  and  as  you 
"  have  already  heard,  are  coming  hither  in  fearch 
"  of  him:  let  us  therefore  make  a  fetlival  and  dance 
"  to  him,  that  when  they  come  he  may  order  them 
"  not  to  hurt  us."  They  accordingly  began  to  fing 
and  dance.  At  length  Hatuey  reminded  them,  that 
though  they  mould  conceal  this  lord  of  the  Chriftians 
in  their  very  bowels,  the  Spaniards  would  find  him 
out,  and  that  they  mould  therefore  caft  him  into  the 
midfl  of  the  river,  which  was  accordingly  done. 

The  Spanifh  inhabitants  of  Hifpaniola  were  no 
fooner  informed  that  Diego  Velafquez  was  going  to 
plant  a  colony  in  Cuba,  than  many  of  them  reiblved 
to  accompany  him,  and  about  300  men  affembled 
in  the  town  of  Salvatierra  de  la  Zavana,  at  the  ex- 
tremity of  Hifpaniola,  in  order  to  embark  on  board 
four  mips.  From  thence  they  failed  in  November 
151 1,  and  landed  at  a  port  called  Palina,  in  the  ter- 
ritories of  the  cacique  Hatuey,  who  flood  on  his  de- 
fence, taking  advantage  of  the  woods  where  the  Spa- 
niards could  make  no  ufe  of  their  horfes.  After  two 
months  fpent  in  this  manner,  the  Indians  concealed 
themfelves  in  the  thicker!:  parts  of  the  forefts  -,  but 
whenever  they  appeared  they  were  hunted  like  wild 
beads  by  the  Spaniards,  who  carried  all  they  took 
to  Velafquez,  when  that  commander  diftributed  them 
among  his  men.      Hatuey  withdrew  into  the  molt 
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inacceifible  places ;  but  at  length  had  the  misfortune 
to  be  taken  and  carried  to  Velafquez,  who  had  the 
cruelty  to  caufe  that  unhappy  cacique  to  be  burnt 
alive :  upon  which  all  the  province  of  Mayci  fub- 
mitted  -,  for  after  this  inhuman  example  of  fe verity, 
none  of  the  Indians  dared  to  oppofe  him.  Velafquez 
now  began  to  think  of  dividing  the  native  Indians 
among  the  Spaniards,  as  Obando  had  done  by  thofe 
in  Hifpaniola,  and  for  that  purpofe  he  founded  a 
town  at  an  harbour  in  the  north  fide  of  the  ifland, 
at  a  place  called  by  the  natives  Barracoa,  and  here 
the  firft  colony  in  the  ifland  was  fettled. 

On  its  being  known  in  Jamaica  that  Velafquez  was 
in  Cuba,  many  of  thofe  who  were  with  Juan  de  Ef- 
quibel,  Columbus's  lieutenant,  afked  leave  to  go  over 
and  ferve  under  him  •,  among  whom  was  Pamphilio  de 
Narvaez,  a  gentleman  well  born,  who  brought  30 
archers  under  his  command,  and  having  a  graceful 
perfon  and  an  eafy  addrefs,  was  well  received  by 
Velafquez  :  he  fent  him  with  his  30  men  to  the 
province  of  Bayamo,  a  fine  open  country  at  fifty 
leagues  diftance.  On  the  road  he  and  his  fmall  par- 
ty were  attacked  in  the  night  at  an  Indian  town,  by 
a  confiderable  body  of  the  natives  ;  but  mounting  a 
mare  which  he  had  brought  with  him,  they  were  fo 
frighted  at  the  fight  of  that  noble  animal,  and  at 
hearing  the  bells  which  at  that  time  were  part  of 
the  trappings  of  the  Spaniih  horfes,  that  they  fled 
far  into  the  country :  and  Velafquez  fending  a  de- 
tachment to  join  Narvaez,  he  with  the  greater!  eafe 
became  abfolute  mailer  of  that  province. 

The  fine  and  extenfive  ifland  of  Cuba,  which  is 
fituated  in  between  200  and  230  north  latitude,  is 
upwards  of  800  miles  in  length  from  earl  to  weft, 
and  generally  about  70  broad.  It  lies  about  50  miles 
weft  of  Hifpaniola,  and  75  north  of  Jamaica.  To 
the  fouth  are  a  great  number  of  fmall  iflands,  to 
which  Chriftopher  Columbus  gave  the  name  of  the 
Queen's,  garden,  and  to  the  north  are  a  fmaller  num- 
ber 
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ber  which  Velafquez  named  the  King's  Garden.  The 
whole  ifland  of  Cuba  is  very  pleafant,  and  more 
temperate  than  Hifpaniola.  On  the  eaftermoft  point 
there  are  mountains  of  a  great  height,  which  ex- 
tend 90  miles,  and  through  the  middle  runs  a  ridge 
of  hills  from  eafl  to  welt,  from  whence  very  fine 
rivers  and  brooks  flow  down  both  to  the  north  and 
the  fouth,  through  the  plain  champain  countries 
which  lie  on  the  coaft,  till  after  a  fhort  courfe  they 
difcharge  themfelves  on  each  fide  into  the  fea.  It 
has  many  fine  harbours,  particularly  on  the  fouthern 
coaft,  where  there  are  that  of  St.  Jago  in  the  form 
of  a  crofs  *,  that  of  Xaquas,  to  which  the  mips  pafs 
through  a  narrow  mouth  not  above  a  crofs- bow  fhot 
over,  and  then  turn  into  the  open  part,  which  is 
about  ten  leagues  in  compafs.  Here  there  are 
three  fmall  iflands,  fo  fituated  that  (hips  may  fallen 
to  flakes  fixed  in  the  ground,  under  fhelter  of  the 
mountains,  and  lie  fafe  from  the  winds  blowing  from 
any  part  of  the  compafs.  On  the  north  fide  are  alfo 
ieveral  good  harbours,  the  belt  of  which  is,  that  now 
called  the  Havanna. 

When  this  ifland  was  fir  ft  planted  it  was  fo  cover- 
ed with  woods  that  a  perfon  might  travel  near  690 
miles  under  trees  of  various  forts,  and  particularly 
red  cedars,  out  of  the  trunks  of  which  the  natives 
made  canoes  able  to  contain  50  or  60  perfons. 

After  the  Spaniards  had  been  fettled  there  fome 
time,  they  found  confiderable  quantities  of  gold 
in  the  rivers,  fome  of  which  was  very  pure, 
Thovigh  the  original  inhabitants  were  very  numerous, 
they  have  been  long  fince  deftroyed  by  the  cruelty  of 
the  Spaniards.  St.  Jago  in  the  fouth  part  of  the  ifl- 
and is  now  efteemed  the  capital ;  but  the  Havannah 
on  the  north-weft,  is  by  far  the  moil  confiderable 
place,  on  account  of  its  trade,  and  its  being  the  an- 
nual rendezvous  of  the  galleons  on  their  return  to 
Spain. 

Velafquez  having  reduced  the  beft  part  of  Cuba, 
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and  planted  feveral  Spanifh  colonies  upon  that  ifland* 
began  to  be  Very  defirous  of  making  off  the  autho- 
rity of  admiral  Diego  Columbus,  under  whom  he 
had  hitherto  acted.  That  admiral  being  now  re-^ 
called  into  Spain,  oppofed  this  project  to  the  utmoft 
of  his  power ;  but  he  had  fo  little  influence  at  that 
ungrateful  court,  that  he  was  unable  to  carry  his 
point :  for  though  Velafquez  was  ftill  left  accoun- 
table to  him  for  the  exercife  of  his  authority,  yet 
he  was  not  allowed  to  recall  him  without  the  confent 
of  the  crown.  This  lb  well  anfwered  Velafquez's  pur- 
pofe,  that  he  refolved  immediately  to  execute  a  pro- 
ject he  had  long  meditated  of  fitting  out  mips  for 
making  difcoveries :  and  no  fooner  were  his  inten^ 
tions  known,  than  numbers  of  the  Spanim  planters,, 
who  were  grown  rich,  offered  to  contribute  large 
fums  towards  carrying  it  into  execution ;  among 
whom  was  Francis  Hernandez  de  Cordova,  a  perfon 
of  great  wealth  and  bravery,  who  offered  to  go  as 
captain. 

Cordova  having  fitted  out  two  fhips  and  a  brig- 
antine,  took  1 1  o  foldiers  on  board,  and  failed  from 
the  Havanna  on  the  8th  of  February  1517.  After 
feeing  twenty  days  at  fea,  during  which  they  lay  by 
in  the  night,  they  faw  land,  and  from  their  fhips 
obferved  a  large  town  at  about  two  leagues  from  the 
coaft.  As  they  drew  near,  two  canoes  full  of  men 
appeared  •,  the  Spaniards  haled  them  -,  and  thirty  In- 
dians went  on  board  the  commodore  dreffed  in  jackets 
without  fleeves,  and  with  pieces  of  cloath  wrapped 
about  their  waifls.  The  Spaniards  gave  them  meat, 
wine,  and  firings  of  beads ;  after  which  the  Indians 
retiring,  made  figns  that  they  would  return  the  next 
day  with  more  canoes  to  carry  the  Spaniards  on  more; 
feeming  much  to  admire  the  mips,  the  men,  their 
beards,  cloaths,  arms,  and  every  thing  they  had  never 
feen  before. 

The  next  day  the  Indians  returned  with  twelve  ca- 
noes, on  board  of  which  was  the  cacique,  who  cried 
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out  Conez  coto'che,  or  Come  to  my  boufe,  from  whence 
that  place  received  the  name  of  Cape  Cotoche.  The 
Spaniards  then  entering  their  boats  and  the  canoes, 
took  their  arms  and  went  alhore,  where  an  infinite 
number  of  the  natives  waited  to  fee  them.  Cordova 
even  refolved  to  attend  the  cacique  to  his  houfe,  in  or- 
der to  take  a  view  of  the  country  :  but  entering  a 
wood,  the  cacique  gave  a  fignal,  and  inltantly  a  mul- 
titude of  men  liar  ted  from  an  ambufcade  in  which 
they  had  been  concealed.  They  were  drefled  in 
jackets  of  quilted  cotton  to  fecure  them  from  being 
wounded  by  arrows,  and  had  wooden  fwords  edged 
with  flint,  fpears,  bows  and  arrows,  flings,  and  tar- 
gets :  their  faces  were  painted  of  feveral  colours,  and 
on  their  heads  they  wore  plumes  of  feathers.  Thefe 
giving  a  loud  fliout  difcharged  a  fliower  of  (tones  and 
arrows,  and  then  rufhing  on  the  Spaniards,  fought 
with  much  refoiution,  till  being  difordered  by  the  dis- 
charge of  the  mufkets  and  crofs  bows,  as  well  as  by 
the  marpnefs  of  the  Spanifli  fwords,  they  fled,  after 
having  17  men  killed,  and  many  wounded.  In  this 
action  were  taken  two  youths  who  afterward  became 
Chriftians,  and  were  called  Julian  and  Melchior. 

The  Spaniards  now  returned  to  their  fhips  and  were 
pleafed  at  their  having  found  people  in  many  refpects 
different  from  thofe  they  had  hitherto  feen,  and  par- 
ticularly at  their  having  obferved  houfes  built  with 
ftone  and  lime,  which  were  the  firft  that  had  been  ob- 
ferved in  that  part  of  the  world.  They  now  continued 
their  courfe  along  the  coafl  1 5  days,  and  then  entering 
a  bay,  landed  in  order  to  take  in  frelh  water,  of  which 
they  were  in  want.  This  place  being  by  the  Indians 
called  Quimpeche,  it  from  thence  obtained  the  name 
of  Campeche.  They  here  filled  their  calks  with  frelh 
water,  and  were  going  to  return  to  the  fhips  when 
they  were  met  by  50  Indians  dreiTed  like  thofe  they 
had  feen  before,  who  alked  them  whether  they  came 
from  the  place  where  the  fun  rifes  :  and  conducted 
them  to  fome  temples  built  with  ftone,  where  the 
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Spaniards  obferved  feveral  deformed  idols,  with  blood 
frefh  fpilt.  From  one  of  thefe  temples  came  two 
men  in  white  mantles,  with  long  black  hair  twifted  up 
in  rolls  behind,  and  holding  in  their  hands  little 
earthen  fire-pans  into  which  they  call  a  certain  gum, 
and  then  perfuming  the  Spaniards,  ordered  them  to 
depart  the  country  on  pain  of  death  :  at  which  they 
retired  in  good  order  to  the  fhore,  and  returned  to 
their  mips. 

They  now  fleered  fix  days  along  the  coaft,  and 
then  landed  at  about  a  league's  diftance  from  a  town 
called  Potanchan,  where  they  filled  their  cafks  with 
water  •,  and  obferved  a  body  of  armed  men  advancing 
toward  them  ;  but  it  growing  dark,  they  returned 
back  towards  the  town.  The  Spaniards  now  rafhly 
refolved  to  ftay  on  more  -,  but  in  the  night  were  great- 
ly alarmed  by  the  noife  made  by  the  Indians,  and  at 
break  of  day  perceived  that  the  firft  party  had  been 
joined  by  feveral  others,  and  that  they  were  entirely 
furrounded  by  a  great  army.  They  however  refolved 
to  make  the  belt  defence  in  their  power,  and  were 
quickly  under  the  neceflity  of  exerting  all  their  cou- 
rage :  for  it  no  fooner  grew  light  than  the  Indians  dif- 
charged  a  mower  of  arrows,  darts,  and  ftones,  hy 
vvdiich  about  80  Spaniards  were  wounded,  among 
whom  was  Cordova.  But  at  length  after  a  vigorous 
defence,  the  Spaniards  finding  it  irrrporTible  to  van- 
quifh  fuch  numbers,  made  a  furious  onfet,  and 
breaking  through  the  Indians,  ran  towards  their  boats, 
while  the  Indians  purfued  them  with  hideous  cries. 
The  boats  narrowly  efcaped  being  overfet  by  then- 
crowding  into  them,  and  the  natives  were  fo  eager  to 
attack  them,  that  they  ran  into  the  water  to  wound 
them  with  their  fpears.  In  this  action  47  Spaniards 
were  killed,  five  died  on  board  the  flap,  and  all  the 
reft,  except  one,  were  wounded.  It  was  therefore  re- 
folved to  burn  one  of  the  (hips  for  want  of  hands,  and 
to  return  to  Cuba. 

One 
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One  of  their  greater!  misfortunes  was  their  having 
been  obliged  to  leave  their  cafks  on  more,  which  oo 
cafioned  their  foon  being  in  great  diilrels  for  want  of 
water ;  and  fome  of  the  founded  of  the  men  being 
landed  with  jars  to  fearch  for  a  frefh  fupply,  could 
find  none  but  what  was  brackifh :  this  obliged  them 
to  fleer  for  Florida,  where  one  of  the  pilots  had  been 
with  Fonce  de  Leon.  They  here  landed  near  a  creek, 
and  having  pofced  centinels,  dug  pits  *,  and  finding 
good  water,  drank  fome,  and  warned  linen  for  the 
wounded  men  :  but  when  they  were  about  to  return, 
one  of  the  centinels  having  ilepped  afide  with  a  hatchet 
to  cut  down  a  palmetto  tree  near  the  creek,  the  other 
heard  him  cry  out,  and  inflantly  ran  to  give  the  alarm, 
crying,  Tofea!  to  fea  !  the  Indians  are  coming.  Many 
canoes  were  inflantly  feen  rowing  down  the  creek, 
filled  with  Indians  cloathed  in  deer  fkins,  and  armed 
with  bows  and  arrows,  fwords  and  fpears,  who  landing 
let  fly  their  arrows,  and  wounded  fix  of  the  foldiers  : 
but  foon  perceiving  the  dreadful  effects  produced  by  the 
mufkets  and  crofs-bows,  they  ran  back  to  their  canoes  *y 
on  which  the  Spaniards  returned  with  fafety  to  their 
fhip.  The  men  were  in  fuch  diftrefs  for  want  of 
water,  that  a  foldier  leaping  into  the  boat,  feized  a  jar, 
and  drank  fo  much  that  he  fwelled  and  died  two  days 
after.  In  fhort,  after  enduring  many  other  hardfhips, 
they  arrived  at  the  Havannah,  from  whence  Cordova 
fent  a  particular  account  of  his  unfortunate  voyage  to 
the  governor  Diego  Velafquez,  and  died  of  his  wounds 
ten  days  after. 

Notwithftanding  Cordova's  ill  fuccefs,  his  account 
of  this  voyage  gave  great  pleafure  to  Velafquez,  who 
frequently  declared  that  he  was  refolved  to  purfue  thefe 
difcoveries  as  foon  as  an  opportunity  offered -:.  fince  as 
thefe  Indians  feemed  more  civilized  than  the  others, 
they  were  probably  richer.  And  his  refolution  was  no 
fooner  known,  than  feveral  of  the  principal  inhabitants 
offered  him  their  afli fiance,  which  foon  enabled  him 
to  fend  out  three  mips  and  a  brigantine. 

This 
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This  fmall  fquadron,'  which  was  commanded  by 
John  Grijaiva  and  the  Captains  Alverado,  Montejo 
and  d'Avila,  who  had  ftricl  orders  to  make  what  dif- 
coveries  they  could,  but  to  attempt  no  fettlements  ; 
failed  from  Cuba  on  the  8th  of  May,.  1518,  and  hav- 
ing vifited  Florida,  and  discovered  the  lOand  of  Cozu- 
mel,  failed  along  the  coaft  of  the  continent.  Eight 
days  after,  they  reached  Potonchan's  town,  "and  came 
to  an  anchor  -,  upon  which  the  natives  being  elated 
with  their  fuccefs  in  driving  Cordova's  men  out  of  the 
country,  took  up  arms,  to  hinder  the  Spaniards  from 
landing  :  but  being  routed,  the  Spaniards  marched 
to  the  town,  where  they  found  only  three  of-  the  na- 
tives, who  being  Well  ufed,  were  fent  with  fome  toys 
to  allure  the  inhabitants  back  ;  but  as  they  did  not  re- 
-turn,  the  Spaniards  reim  barked  and  fet  fail. 

Grijaiva  now  continuing  his  courfe  by  day,  and  ly- 
ing by  in  the  night,  for  fear  of  falling  among  fiats  and 
rocks,  difcoverecl  the  mouth  of  a  large  river  ^  but  lb 
mallow  it  would  only  admit  fmall  vefTels,  and  there- 
fore they  could  only  lend  up  two,  and  their  boats  well 
manned  ;  who  were  obliged  to  proceed  with  great 
prcumfpeclion,  on  account  of  there  being  many  armed 
Indians  in  canoes  along  the  more. 

This  river,  which  the  natives  called  Tabafco,  the 
Spaniards  named  Rio  de  Grijaiva,  from  their  com- 
mander in  chief,  and  landed  at  a  grove  of  palm-trees 
about  half  a  league  from  a  town.  The  Indians- feeing 
them  leave  their  boats,  about  fifty  canoes,  full  of 
armed  men,  moved  forward,  and  flopped  again  at  a 
fmall  diitance  from  the  Spaniards  ;  upon  which  ths 
latter  fent  Melchior  and  Julian,  .the  two  Indians  taken 
by  Cordova,  to  inform  themfthat  they  were  come  with 
no  other  view,  but  to  treat  with  them  about  fome  af- 
fairs that  would  give  them  plealiire.  Upon  this  the 
Indians  in  four  canoes  drew  near,  and  Grijaiva  order- 
ed the  above  interpreters  to  tell  them,  that  he  and  his. 
men  were  the  iubjedls .  of  a  great  King  to  whom 
mighty  princes  paid  obedience  •  that  it  was  reaionable 
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they  alfo  fhould  fubmit  to  him,  becaufe  it  would  be 
much  to  their  advantage  -,  and  that  till  the  Spaniards 
could  explain  thefe  affairs,  they  mud  furnifh  them 
with  provifions.  To  this  the  Indians  prudently  re- 
plied, That  they  would  give  them  provifions  ;  but 
that  they  had  a  lord  of  their  own,  and  knew  no  rea- 
fon  why  they,  who  were  but  ftrangers,  mould  offer  to 
impofe  a  new  lord  upon  them.  However  that  they 
ought  to  take  heed  how  they  made  war  on  them,  as 
they  had  done  on  the  people  of  Potonchan  -,  for  they 
had  provided  an  army,  which  according  to  their  man- 
ner of  computation  muft  amount  to  24000  men. 
That  they  knew  they  had  killed  and  wounded  above 
200  at  Potonchan  ;  but  that  they  were  not  fo  weak  as 
thofe  people.  They  concluded  with  obferving,  that 
they  were  come  thither  to  know  their  will,  and  would 
make  a  very  juft  report  of  what  was  faid  to  a  number 
of  very  great  men,  who  were  affembled  either  to  treat 
of  peace,  orto  renew  the  war.  Grijalva  then  gave 
them  firings  of  beads,  locking-glaiTes,  and  other 
things,  charging  them  to  bring  back  an  anfwer,  becaufe 
if  they  did  not,  he  mud  go  to  the  town,  though  he 
mould  not  do  it  any  harm*  Having  thus  concluded 
the  conference,  he  returned  to  the  mips. 

Thefe  perlbns  having  delivered  the  mefTage,  all  the 
chiefs,  who  were  ufually  confulted  in  martial  affairs, . 
thought  peace  preferable  to  war,  and  immediately  fent 
a  number  of  Indians  loaded  with  roafted  fiih,  poultry, 
bread,  and  feveral  forts  of  fruit,  Thefe  being  de- 
livered, they  laid  fome  mats  en  the  ground,  and  placed 
upon  them  feveral  forts  of  very  beautiful  feather 
works.  After  which  they  let  the  Spaniards  know, 
that  their  lord  would  come  the  next  day  to  pay  them  a 
vifit. 

Accordingly  at  the  time  appointed  the  cacique  ap- 
peared, attended  by  many  unarmed  mQn^  and  without 
mewing  the  lealt  jealoufy,  rent  on  board  Grijalya's 
fhip.  That  commander  v/as  a  genteel  man,  of  about 
28  years,  and  had  on  a  loofe  coat  of  crimfon  velvet,  a 
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cap  of  the  fame,  with  other  rich  ornaments.*  He  re- 
ceived the  cacique  with  refpedt,  and  fitting  down, 
they  began  their  difcourfe,  through  the  medium  of  in- 
terpreters. After  fome  time,  the  cacique  ordered  an 
Indian  to  take  out  of  a  trunk  he  carried,  fome  plates 
of  gold,  and  thin  boards  covered  with  the  fame  metal 
for  armour.  Thefe  the  cacique  himfelf  tried  upon 
Grijalva,  taking  off  thofe  that  did  not  fit,  and  apply- 
ing others,  till  he  had  put  him  on  a  compleat  fuit  of 
gold  armour  that  fitted  him  as  well  as  if  it  had  been 
made  for  him.  He  alfo  prefented  him  various  works 
in  gold  and  feathers.  In  return  Grijalva  called  for  a 
very  fine  fhirt,  and  with  his  own  hands  put  it  upon 
the  cacique,  as  he  alfo  did  his  great  coat  of  crimfon 
velvet.  He  then  put  on  his  feet  a  pair  of  new  fhoes  ; 
and  gave  him  fome  of  the  bell  firings  of  beads  and 
looking-glafles,  with  fciffars,  knives,  and  feveral  toys 
made  of  tin,  fome  of  which  he  alfo  gave  to  all  the  ca- 
cique's attendants.  The  cacique's  prefent  to  Grijalva 
was  worth  about  3000  pieces  of  eight,  and  among  the 
reft  were  a  wooden  head-piece  covered  v/ith  thin 
plates  of  gold,  and  three  or  four  mafks,  fome  of 
which  were  covered  with  a  fort  of  ftones  like  erne- 
raids.  The  fight  of  thefe  things  made  the  Spaniards 
very  eager  to  fettle  in  a  country  that  produced  fuch ' 
vaft  wealth. 

Grijalva  having  received  this  confiderable  prefent, 
ana!  being  fenfibie  that  the  Indians  were  not  willing 
that  their  guefts  fhould  flay  long,  proceeded  farther, 
and  in  two  days  came  to  a  town  called  Agualunco, 
which  the  Spaniards  named  Le-Rambla,  where  the 
inhabitants  appeared  at  a  diftance,  with  targets  of  tor- 
toifefhell,  which  glittering  in  the  fun,  made  fome  of 
the  Spaniards  fancy  they  were  of  gold. 

Sailing  from  hence,  the  Spaniards  faw  feveral  other 
rivers,  in  one  of  which  they  obferved  the  Indians 
waving  large  pieces  of  white  cloth  fattened  to  poles, 
as  if  inviting  them  to  land  :  whereupon  Grijalva  or- 
dered Captain  de  Montejo  to  go  on  more  with  all  the 
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•nufketeers,  and  twenty  other  foldiers,  and  that  in 
cafe  the  Indians  appeared  in  a  warlike  pofture,  he 
fhould  give  notice,  in  order  that  fuecours  might  be 
fent  him. 

It  is  neceiTary  to  obferve,  that  this  coaft  was  part 
of  the  great  empire  of  Mexico,  and  that  Motezuma, 
who  was  then  feated  on  the  throne,  having  heard  of 
the  exploits  of  the  Spaniards,  and  the  pains  they  took 
to  become  acquainted  with  the  maritime  parts  of  his 
empire,  began  to  grow  uneafy,  and  longed  to  know 
why  they  took  fuch  pains  to  learn  the  ftate  of  coun- 
tries that  did  not  belong  to  them.  To  obtain  this 
intelligence,  he  had  given  directions  to  the  governors 
of  fome  of  thefe  provinces  to  entertain  thefe  ftrangers. 
civilly,  to  feize  every  opportunity  of  trading  with 
them,  and  to  fend  him  from  time  to  time  fuch  an  ac- 
count of  their  motions,  as  might  enable  him  clearly 
to  difcern  what  opinion  he  ought  to  entertain  of  them, 
and  in  confequence  of  thefe  inftructions  the  Indians 
made  fignajs  to  invite  them  on  more. 

As  foon,  therefore,  as  Montejo  and  his  men  were 
landed,  the  Mexicans  offered  them  fowls,  bread,  and 
fruit,  and  perfumed  the  Spaniards  by  burning  gum 
copal  in  little  fire-pans.  Montejo  inftantly  lent  advice 
to  Gr  jalva  of  the  friendly  manner  in  which  he  was  re- 
ceived, upon  which  that  commander  came  up  with 
the  fhips,  landed,  and  gave  the  people  fome  glafs 
beads  and  necklaces.  He  was  treated  with  great  re- 
fpect  by  the  emperor  of  Mexico's  governor,  and  his 
principal  officers,  who  ordering  the  Indians  to  bring 
gold  to  barter,  the  Spaniards,  during  the  fix  days  they 
flaid  there,  purchafed  gold  toys  of  feveral  fhapes,  to 
the  value  of  15,000  pieces  of  eight. 

At  length  Grijalva,  having  made  prefents  tQ  the 
principal  peribns,  and  taking  poiTeiTion  of  the  country 
for  the  king  of  Spain,  in  the  name  of  Diego  Velaf- 
quez,  embarked  and  touched  at  feveral  iflands,  and 
having  landed  in  one  of  them,  with  30  foldiers,  found 
a  temple  in  which  were  feveral  idols,  and  four  men 
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drefTed  in  long  black  men  ties  and  hoods,  who  were 
the  priefls  of  the  temple,  and  had  that  very  day  facri- 
heed  two  boys  who  were  found  ripped  open,  and  their 
hearts  taken  out ;  a  piece  of  cruelty  which  flruck  even 
the  Spaniards  with  horror.  To  this  iiland,  which 
was  called  Ulua.  Grijalva  gave  the  name  of  St. 
John  Bap  till,  but  it  has  ever  fince  been  called  St. 
John  de  Ulua,  to  diflinguifh  it  from  St.  John  de 
Porto  Rico. 

Grijalva  having  fiaid  feven  days  at  this  iiland, 
during  which  he  bartered  for  a  fmall  quantity  of  gold, 
he  lent  Velafquez  an  account  of  his  difcoveries  by 
Alverado,  with  all  the  gold  and  other  things  they  had 
obtained  from  the  Indians.  Velafquez  was  greatly 
pleafed  with  the  account  he  received  ;  but  Alverado 
having  been  very  defirous  of  fettling  a  colony,  gave 
him  very  ill  impreffions  of  Grijalva,  who  had  ferved 
him  faithfully^  and  paid  the  ftndteft  regards  to  his 
orders. 

In  the  mean  time  Grijalva,  by  the  advice  of  the 
other  captains  and  pilots,  coafled  along  in  fight  of  the 
mountains  of  Tufpa,  and  afterwards  failed  to  the 
mouth  of  the  river  Tarala,  to  which  he  gave  the 
name  of  St.  Anthony,  and  there  careened  one  of  the 
fhips  that  was  leaky.  While  they  were  here  many 
Indians  came  from  a  town  at  a  league's  diftance,  with 
bread,  poultry,  and  other  provifions*  which  they  fold 
for  Spanifri  toys :  and  the  news  of  this  traffic  being 
foon  fpread  abroad,  others  came  from  Guazacoalla, 
and  the  reft  of  the  neighbouring  towns,  bringing  pro- 
vifions,  and  very  bright  'copper- axes  with  painted 
handles  ;  the  Spaniards  thinking  thefe  axes  were  goldj 
purchafed  600  of  them,  and  the  Indians  would  wil- 
lingly have  parted  with  more. 

While  the  Spaniards  were  here,  a  foldier  entered  a 
temple  that  flood  in  the  fields,  whence  he  took  the 
incenfe  called  by  the  Indians  Copal,  the  facrihxing 
knives,  and  fome  idols,  which  he  delivered  to  the 
commander  in  chief,  after  his  having  firfl  taken  off 
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their  carvings,  pendants,  plates,  and  crowns  of  gold, 
worth  about  90  pieces  of  eight  -,  but  not  being  able 
to  conceal  his  joy  at  obtaining  this  booty,  Grijalva 
was  informed  of  what  he  had  done,  and  ordered 
every  thing  to  be  taken  from  him  •,  but  afterwards  re- 
ftored  them  to  him  again,  upon  his  paying  the  fifth  to 
the  king. 

From  this  place  Grijalva  fet  fail  for  Cuba,  and  in 
45  days  arrived  at  the  port  of  Matancas  in  that  ifland, 
with  the  value  of  4000  pieces  of  eight  in  gold,  be- 
fides  what  had  been  brought  by  Alverado.  In  this 
port  Grijalva  received  a  letter  from  the  Governor,  or- 
dering him  to  haften  to  the  port  of  St.  Jago,  and  to 
inform  the  men  that  another  fleet  was  fitting  out,  in 
order  to  make  a  fettlement.  Grijalva  obeyed  this 
fummons ;  but  on  his  arrival  at  St.  Jago,  met  with  a 
very  cold  reception  from  Velafquez,  who  gave  the 
command  of  the  fleet  to  Hernando  Cortes,  which 
brings  us  to  his  celebrated  expedition. 
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HErnando  Cortes  was  born  at  Medelin,  a  town  of 
Eftremadura,  in  Spain  ;•  and  being  bred  to  a 
military  life,  he  determined  to  puih  his  fortune  in 
the  Weft-Indies,  whither  he  railed  in  the  year  1504, 
with  letters  of  recommendation  to  his  kinfman  Don 
Nicholas  de  Obando,  who  was  at  that  time  governor 
of  Hifpaniola.  This  gentleman  entertained  him  very 
kindly,  but  his  favours  could  not  divert  his  inclina- 
tion to  arms,  and  that  iiland  being  now  poiTerTed  by 
the  Spaniards,  without  any  oppofition  from  the  na- 
tives, he  defired  leave  to  ferve  in  the  iiland  of  Cuba, 
where  the  war  was  Hill  carried  on.  Arriving  there, 
he  fo  far  diftinguimed  himfelf,  as  to  obtain  the  repu- 
tation of  a  valiant  foldier  and  able  commander ;  on 
which  account  he  was  made  Alcalde,  or  chief  ma- 
giftrate  of  the  town  of  St.  Jago,  a  poft  generally  con- 
ferred on  thofe  who  diftinguifh  themfelves  in  the  con- 
quer!; of  thofe  countries.  Cortes  was  in  this  fituation 
when  he  was  recommended  to  Diego  de  Velafquez, 
governor  of  Cuba,  as  a  proper  perfon  for  making 
conquefts  on  the  continent  \  and  the  governor  giving 
his  approbation,  a  commiflion  was  inftantly  figned, 
by  which  Cortes  was  appointed  Captain-general  of  the 
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Beet,  and  of  the  countries  he  fhould  difcover  and  fub- 
jeer,  to  the  S.panifh  dominion. 

His  nomination  to  this  poft  was  greatly  refen ted  by 
all  who   had  flattered  themfelves  with  the   hopes  of 
obtaining  it.     Mean  while  Cortes  employed  his  own 
fortune,  and  all  the  money  he  could  borrow,  in  the 
purchaie  of  provifions,  arms,  and  ammunition,  and 
mlifted  foldiers,    with   fuch  expedition   and    fuccef~? 
that  within  a  few  days  he  had  above  300  men   in  his 
fervice,  and  having  equipped  ten  fmall  v effete  from 
So  to  100  tons  each, .they  failed  from  the  port  of  St, 
Jago  de  Cuba,  on  the  18th  of  November,  1518,  and 
coafting   along  the  ifiand,  arrived  at  the  port  of  La 
Tranidad,  where  he  was  joined  by  feveral  perfons  of 
diilinclion,  who  re'fblved to  follow  his  fortunes.     But 
he  had  no  fooner  left  St.  Jago,  than  his  enemies  pre- 
vailed on  Velafquez   to   revoke  his  commiffion  :  of 
which  Cortes  being  informed,  he  confulted  his  friends 
and  adherents,  who  declared  vyith  great  warmth,  that 
they  would  ftand  by  him  to  the  laft  extremity.     He 
then  took  fuch  meafures  as  appeared  mofl  proper  for 
removing  the  jealou'fy  of  Velafquez,  and  promoting 
his  own  iecurity  ;  and  having  fent  Pedro  de  Alverado 
with  a  party  of  foldiers  by   land  to  take  care  of  the 
foorfes,  and  raife  recruits  in  the  fettlements,  he  failed 
with  the  fleet  for   the  Havannah.    .  But  in  the  night, 
the.  Capirana,  in  which  Cortes  embarked,  Teparated 
from  the  reft,  while  the  other  veffels  continued  their 
ecurfe  to  the  port  of  Havannah,  where  the  people 
were  kindly  received  by  Pedro  de  Barba,  the  gover- 
nor under  Velafquez,     However,  having  {laid  feveral 
days',  without  hearing  any  news  of  Cortes,  they  con- 
cluded he  was  loft,  and   began  to  deliberate  about 
churlng  another  commander,  but  were  prevented  by 
his  arrival,  when  he  was  received  with  the  loud  accla- 
mations of  his  men,  and  treated  with  great  refpect  by 
the  governor. 

During  his  (lay  in  this  place,  he  eaufed  a  number 
6ffetoxton   jackets  to   be  made,  to  defend  his  people 
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from  the  darts  and  arrows  of  the  Indians  ;  they  being 
found  more  fecure  than  coats  of  mail.  He  proved 
his  artillery,  and  exercifed  his  foldiers.  But  while 
he  was  thus  employed,  a  mefTenger  arrived  with  dif- 
patches  to  the  governor  of  Havannah,  containing  ex- 
prefs  orders  to  diveft  Cortes  of  his  command,  and  to 
fend  him  prifoner  with  a  ftrong,  guard  to  St.  Jago. 
Cortes  was  highly  incenfed  at  Velafquez's  behaviour; 
and  his  endeavouring  to  ruin  an  enterprize  in  which 
he  and  his  friends  had  embarked  their  whole  for- 
tunes.: he  therefore  refolved  to  provide  for  himfelf, 
and  to  make  uie  of  force  if  it  was  neceffary  ;  he  even 
explained  his  filiation  to  his  foldiers,  and  they  raifed 
fuch  a  tumult,  that  the  governor  of  Havannah  dread- 
ing the  confluence  of  their  refentment,  publickly 
declared,  that  he  did  not  intend  to  execute  the  orders 
he  had  received  from  Velafquez,  which  he  confidered 
as  a  flagrant  act  of  injuftice.  This  commotion  being 
thus  appeafed,  and  a  brigantine  added  to  the  fleet, 
Cortes  divided  his  men  into  eleven  companies,  de- 
livered inftrucYions  to  his  officers,  and  after  a  folemn 
mafs,  at  which  all  the  foldiers  affifted,  weighed  and 
fet  fail  from  Havannah  on  the  10th  of  February* 
1519,  with  a  favourable  gale:  but  the  fun  was  nd 
fooner  fet  than  a  furious  florm  arofe,  which  damaged 
'the  fleet.  Cortes  had  before  fent  Diego  de  Ordaz, 
whofe  fidelity  he  had  fufpected,  to  Guanicanico,  a 
'fettle men t  on  the  other  fide  of  Cape  St.  Antonio,  and 
a  little  before  the  ftorm,  he  fent  Pedro  de  Alverado 
in  queft  of  him,  with  orders  to  wait  for  the  fleet  at 
Cape  St.  Antonio  •,  but  Pedro  perceiving"  that  the 
'temper!  had  driven  him  fo  far  into  the  gurph  as  to 
render  it  difficult  for  him  to  weather  Cape  St.  Anto- 
nio, fleered  away  for  the  iQand  of  Cozumel,  where 
upon  his  lancfing  he  found  a  fmall  town  near  the 
coaft,  which  was  abandoned  by  the  Indians,  who  fled 
at  his  approach. 

Alverado  was  a  young  man  of  an  enterprizing  ge- 
'si:us„  but  of  little  experience,  and  imagining  that 
r*   ;  ''  .  while 
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while  he  waited  for  the  fleet  which  was  to  caft  anchor 
at  that  ifland,  nothing  could  fo  ill  become  a  foldier 
as  inaction,  he  ordered  his  men  to  march,  and  take  a 
view  of  the  inner  part  of  the  ifland.  However  this 
expedition  was  fo  far  from  promoting  the  fervice  in 
which  they  were  engaged,  that  it  only  ferved  to 
frighten  the  Indians,  and  to  render  it  more  difficult  to 
obtain  their  frieridfhip  and  affiftance. 

The  next  day  Cortes  arrived  with  the  fleet,  having 
fent  another  velfel  with  directions  to  Ordaz,  on  a 
fuppofition  that  Alverado  had  been  prevented  by  the 
itorm,  and  though  he  was  glad  to  find  that  young 
captain  fafe  at  Cozumel,  he  publickly  reprimanded 
him  for  his  rafhnefs,  and  difmiffed  three  Indian  pri- 
soners whom  he  had  taken,  after  having  ordered  their 
effects  to  be  reftored,  and  given  them  many  pre- 
fents  for  their  cacique,  in  token  of  peace  and  amity. 

To  prevent  any  new  difputes,  Cortes  drew  down 
his  forces  to  the  fea-fide,  and  having  encamped  them 
there  for  three  days,  he  thought  fit  to  make  a  general 
review ;  when  it  appeared  that  his  whole  army 
amounted  to  508  foldiers  including  their  officers,  16 
horie,  2  chaplains,  and  109  mariners,  and  mechanics. 
On  this  occafion  Cortes  made  them  a  fpeech,  in  which 
he  endeavoured  to  animate  them  with  courage,  and 
in  the  ftrongefl  terms,  reprefented  the  neceffity  of  a 
ftridt  obedience  and  unanimity. 

He  had  fcarcely  ended  his  fpeech,  when  a  conllder- 
able  number  of  unarmed  Indians  approached  in  fe- 
veral  detached  parties  :  upon  which  he  drew  up  his 
men,  and  commanded  them  to  remain  under  arms 
till  their  intention  was  known.  The  Indians  no  foon- 
er  came  in  fight,  than  they  continued  for  fome  time 
without  motion  -,  but  perceiving  that  no  hoftilities 
were  offered,  they  at  length  boldly  advanced,  and 
mingling  with  the  foldiers,  prefented  them  with  re- 
frefhments,  and  continued  to  behave  with  great  con- 
fidence and  familiarity. 

The 
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The  principal  cacique  of  the  iiland  came  the  next 
day  with  a  numerous  retinue  to  pay  a  vifit  to  Cortes, 
who  received  him  with  great  courteiy  5  and  while  the 
converfation  was  carried  on  by  means  of  an  inter- 
preter, one  of  the  Indians  was  heard  to  pronounce  the 
word  Caftilla,  the  meaning  of  which  being  demanded 
by  Cortes,  he  .was  told  that  the  Indian  faid, '  the  Spa* 
hiards  refembled  fome  perfons  in  Yucatan,  who  cartfe 
from  a  country  called  Caftilla.  Cortes  immediately 
concluded  that  thefe  were  his  countrymen,  and  re- 
folved  to  fet  them  at  liberty.  Upon  a  more  particu- 
lar enquiry  he  found  that  they  were  in  the  power  of 
for^e  Indians  of  the  hisrheft  rank,  who  reiided  at  Yu- 
catan,  ,and  that  the  moil  certain  method  of  procuring 
their  liberty  would  be  to  offer  a  ranfom:  for  the  ca- 
cique informed  him,  that  mould  he  have  recourfe  to 
arms,  it  would  expofe  them  to  the  hazard  of  being 
maflacred  by  their  mailers.  Cortes  approved  of  this 
advice,  and  ordered  Diego  de  Ordaz  to  fail  to  the 
coalt  of  Yucatan,  with  a  letter  to  the  prifoners  and 
fome  trifles  for  their  ranfom,  and  to  ftay  eight  days, 
in  which  time  fome  Indians  appointed  by  the  cacique 
for  that  purpofe,  undertook  to  return  with  an  anfwer. 
In  the  mean  time  Cortes  marched  with  the  troops  in 
a  body  about  the  iiland,  in  order  to  view  the  country, 
and  keep  his  men  in  aclion  ;  and  in  this  tour,  he  was 
accompanied  by  the  cacique,  and  a  great  number  of 
Indians. 

At  a  fmall  diftance  from  the  coaft  Hood  the  temple 
of  an  idol  that  was  much  revered  by  the  Indians.  It 
was  a  fquare  (lone  building,  and  no  contemptible 
ftructure.  The  idol,  which  was  called  Cozumel, 
whence  the  iiland  received  the  fame  name,  was  in  the 
figure  of  a  man,  and  had  a  moil  horrible  afpecl:.  Here 
a  great  concourfe  of  people  were  found  liftening  to  a 
prieft  who  was  diftinguimed  by  a  certain  ornament  or 
covering,  which  fcarcely  concealed  his  nakednefs,  and 
who  teemed  to  preach  with  great  emphafis.  Cortes, 
{hocked  at  the  abfurdity  of  fuch  worfhip,  told  the 

cacique, 
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cacique,  that  it  was  impoffible  for  them  to  continue  * 
friends,  if  he  did  not  renounce  his  idolatry,  and  that 
It  was  unworthy  of  a  man  of  fenfe  to  pay  divine  ho- 
nours to  a  deformed  image  fitter  to  frighten  children 
than  to  be  reverenced  by  men  of  underftanding.  The 
cacique  replied,  that  as  to  religion  he  left  it  wholly 
to  the  priefls,  who  fhould,  if  he  pleafed,  difcourfe 
with  him  upon  that  fubjecT:.  This  was  readily  ac- 
cepted, and  one  of  the  priefts  being  fent  for,  no  fooner 
-was  informed  of  the  affair  in  queffibh,  than  he  began  • 
with  the  moft  hideous  outcries  to  proteft  agamft  thole 
who  fhould  be  fo  audacious  as  to  difturb  the  worfhip 
of  their  gods,  denouncing  the  immediate  vengeance 
of  Heaven  againft  all  who  fhould  prefume  to  dif- 
'fionour  '  this  deity,  or  his  habitation.  But  Cortes, 
without  paying  any  regard  to  his  menaces,  imme- 
diately ordered  all  the  idols  to  be  broke  to  pieces,  and 
molt  of  their  temples  to  be  demolifhed.  The  largeft 
of  them,  however,  he  preferved  entire,  and  having 
caufed  a  neat  altar  to  be  erected,  had  mafs  faid  in  it 
by  the  chaplains  and  priefb,  and  at  his  departure 
charged  the  cacique  to  take  the  ftricteft  care  that 
every  thing  was  kept  in  good  order,  and  that  no  in- 
fuk  was  offered  to  the  image  of  the  Blefled  Virgin,  or 
to  two  croiTes  which  he  creeled  in  that  chapel,  and 
this  the  Indian  chief  very  readily  promifed. 

When  the  eight  days  were  expired,  Diego  de  Or- 
daz  returned  from  Yucatan,  without  feeing  any  thing 
of  the  Caftilians,  for  whom  he  was  fent  •  Cortes  there- 
fore fet  fail  with  a  fair  wind  •  but  was  obliged  to  re^ 
turn  the  fame  day,  on  account  of  one  of  the  mips 
having  fprung  a  leak. 

While  this  (hip  was  refitting,  Cortes  was  told,  that 
a  canoe  was  Handing  directly  toward  the  ifland,  when 
perceiving  that  fhe  was  full  of  armed  Indians,  he  or- 
dered Andrea  de  Tapia  to  get  as  much  as  pofiible  un- 
der the  fhelter  of  the  land,  and  to  endeavour  to  take 
the  canoe.  Soon  afcer  four  men  came  out  of  it  with 
only  a  flight  covering  about  their  wailts,  and  with 

bows 
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fcows  and  arrows  in  their  hands.  Andrea  de  Tapia* 
as  foon  as  the  Indians  were  landed,  advanced  toward 
them  fword  in  hand,  when  three  of  them  feemedl 
afraid,  the  fourth  bid  them  not  fear,  and  addrefiing 
himfelf  to  the  Spaniards,  cried  aloud  in  the  Caftilliaa 
tongue,  Gentlemen,  I  am  a  Chriftian.  Tapia  imme- 
diately embraced  him  with  equal  joy  and  furprize, 
and  conducted  him  tq  Cortes,  who  received  him  with 
much  affection.  Cortes  having  afked  the  name  of 
the  flranger,  he  replied  that  he  was  called  Jerom  de 
Aguilar,  and  was  a  native  of  Eija.  Meat  and  drink 
were  then  kt  before  him,  and  he  w^s  ordered  to  be 
cloathed. 

The  next  day  Cortes  inquired  how  he  fell  into  the 
hands  of  the  Indians,  when  he  replied,   that  being  at 
Darien,  he  was  lent  to  Hifpaniola  for   men  and  am- 
munition ;  but  was  caft  away  near  Jamaica,  when  he 
and  20  other  perfons  taking  to  the  boat,  after  fuffer- 
ing  great  diftrefTes,  reached  the  more  of  Yucatan, 
where  they  fell  into  the  hands  of  a  cacique  who  imme- 
diately facrifked  fix  of  them  to  his  idols,  and  then  ate 
them.     That  he  and  feme  others  were  fhut  up  in  a 
wooden  cage,  in  order  to  ferve  for  another  feftival ; 
but  breaking  out,  they  fled  over  the  mountains,    till 
.  they  came  into  the  dominions  of  another  prince,  who 
■was   an  enemy  to  him  from  whom  they  had   fled. 
That  foon  after  moil  of  his  companions  died,  and  he 
fell  into  the  hands  of  a  mafcer  whom  he  ferv'edfor  fe- 
deral years,  and  at  length  acquired  fuch  a  degree  of 
favour,   that  he  conferred  upon  him  an  employment 
near  his  perfon,  and  honoured   him  with"  his  confi- 
dence.      The   cacique,  'his    mafcer,   dying,     recom- 
mended him  to  his  fon,  under  whom  he  poiTelTed  the 
fame  orEce,  and  afterward  being  employed  in  the  wars 
with  the  neighbouring  caciques,  obtained  fuch  repu- 
tation, that  he  became  the  favourite  both  of  the  prince 
and   people,  and  therefore  on  his  receiving  Cortes's 
letter,  he  eafily  obtained  his  liberty  as  a  reward  for 
his  fervices, 

7  On 
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On  the  4th  of  March  15 19,  the  fleet  fet  fail  from 
Cozumel,  and  reached  the  river  of  Grijalva,  where 
the  civ;'  treatment  which  the  Spaniards  had  formerly 
received  from  the  Indians  of  Tabafco,  and  the  o-old 
brought  from  thence,  were  fuch  inducements  to  their 
landing,  as  were  not  to  be  refilled.  Therefore  leav- 
ing the  largeft  vefTels  at  anchor,  Cortes  embarked  all 
his  foldiers  on  board  the  fmaller,  and  in  the  boats, 
and  was  beginning  to  make  the  befl  of  his  way  againft 
the  current,  when  he  perceived  both  fides  of  the  river 
covered  with  canoes  filled  with  Indians  in  arms,  fup- 
ported  by  a  confiderable  force  on  fhore.  When 
guefllng  from  the  horrible  out-cries,  and  gefticulations 
of  the  Indians,  that  they  intended  to  oppofe  him,  he 
fent  Aguilar  to  them  in  a  canoe  with  offers  of  peace, 
which  being  rejected,  he  refolved  to  punifh  them  for 
daring  to  defend  their  country.  But  night  ap- 
proaching, he  thought  proper  to  wait  till  the  next  day. 

At  day-break,  he  drew  up  the  vefTels  in  the  figure 
of  an  half-moon,  and  advancing  (lowly  to  the  Indians, 
fent  Aguilar  a  fecond  time,  with  propofals  of  peace, 
to  which  they  made  no  anfwer,  but  giving  the  fignal 
for  the  attack,  advanced  with  great  fwiftnefs  by  the  x 
favour  of  the  current,  till  being  near  enough  to  ufe 
their  arrows,  they  difcharged  fuch  a  cloud  of  them, 
both  from  the  canoes  and  barks  on  the  river,  that  the 
Spaniards  were  much  embarrafTed  in  their  endeavours 
to  cover  themfelves.  However,  having  received  the 
firft  charge,  they  affauked  the  Indians  with  fuch 
vigour,  that  the  canoes  foon  left  the  paffage  free. 
The  vefTels  then  proceeded  up  the  river  without  fur- 
ther oppofition,  and  approaching  the  fhore  endea- 
voured to  land  >9  but  the  place  being  marfhy,  and 
covered  with  brambles,  the  Spaniards  were  affauked 
by  a  number  of  Indians  who  lay  in  ambufh.  How- 
ever Cortes  drew  up  his  men,  and  ordered  Alonzo 
Davila  to  advance  with  a  hundred  foldiers.  through 
the  woods,  and  take  poffefTion  of  the  town  of  Tabafco, 
which  was  not  far  from  the  place  of  action,    Cortes 

then 
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then  attacked  that  vail  multitude,  and  notwith- 
ftanding  his  being  obliged  to  fight  up  to  his  knees  in 
mud,  he  put  the  Indians  to  flight ;  when  inftantly 
difcovering  the  march  of  Davila,  they  ran  to  defend 
the  town. 

Cortes  followed  them,  and  reached  Tabafco  before 
the  detachment  he  had  fent  thither  •,  and  found  it 
fortified  with  a  wall  formed  of  large  trunks  of  trees 
fixed  in  the  ground  like  palifadoes,  with  fpaces  be- 
tween for  the  convenience  of  mooting  arrows.  It 
was  of  a  circular  compafs,  and  at  the  doling  of  the 
circle  the  extremity  of  one  line  covered  the  other, 
forming  a  narrow  winding  ftreet,  in  which  were  two 
or  three  wooden  caftles  which  filled  up  the  paiTage, 
and  were  built  for  placing  centinels.  This  was 
then  a  fufficient  fortification  againft  the  inhabitants  of 
the  new  world,  who  were  happily  ignorant  of  the 
methods  of  deilruclion  praclifed  by  politer  nations. 

Cortes  being  joined  by  Davila,  foon  drove  the 
enemy  from  their  pods,  and  then  breaking  down  a 
part  of  the  palifadoes,  entered  without  difficulty. 
The  Indians  however  made  head  againft  the  Spaniards 
in  the  ftreets  ;  but  being  again  repulied,  fled  in  great 
diforder  to  the  woods,  whither  Cortes  would  not  allow 
his  men  to  purfue  them. 

The  Indians  had  removed  their  families  and  effects, 
and  provided  for  their  fupport  by  laying  in  a  great 
Hock  of  provifions.  Fourteen  or  fifteen  of  the  Spa* 
niards  were  wounded,  but  the  lofsof  the  Indians  was 
very  confiderable.  The  troops  lodged  that  night  in 
the  town,  in  which  centinels  were  polled  with  as 
much  care  and  exactnefs  as  if  an  army  had  been  in 
view  ;  but  the  next  day  the  country  appeared  de~ 
ferted,  and  there  was  not  an  enemy  to  be  feen.  Cortes 
however  fufpected  this  ftillnefs,  and  his  apprehenfions 
increafed,  by  his  being  informed  that  Melchior  his 
interpreter,  one  of  the  Indians  taken  by  Cordova,  had 
deferted  that  very  night,  leaving  his  deaths  hanging 
on  a  tree, 

Cortes 
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Cortes  now  fent  Pedro  de  Alverado  and  Francifco, 
de  Lugo  with  100  men  each,  by  different  ways,  to 
view  the  country,  with  orders  to  retire  in  cafe  they 
found  an  army  in  the  field  :  but  the  latter,  after  a 
little  more  than  an  hour's  march,  fell  into  an  am- 
bufcade,  and  would  certainly  have  been  overpowered, 
had  not  Alverado,  who  had  been  obliged  to  turn  out 
of  his  way  by  meeting  a  marfh,  heard  the  report  of 
the  fire-arms,  and  halted  to  his  relief,  after  his  hav- 
ing firfl  detached  an  Indian  of  Cuba  to  Cortes,  to  in- 
form him  of  this  event.  Alverado  attacked  the  In- 
dians when  Lugo  was  in  the  greater!  diftrefs,  who, 
though  they  gave  way  at  firft,  yet  rallied  in  great 
numbers  ;  until  at  length  Cortes  appeared  at  a  dis- 
tance, and  being  obferved  by  the  Indians,  they  dif- 
perfed,  leaving  the  Spaniards  in  the  pofTefTion  of  the 
field,  eleven  or  whom  were  wounded,  of  which  num- 
ber two  died. 

Some  prifoners  being  taken  on  this  occafion,  Cortes 
caufed  them  to  be  examined  Separately,  by  Jerom  de 
Aguilar,  when  they  agreed  in  declaring,  *that  all  the 
caciques  in  the  neighbouring  countries,  were  march- 
ing to  the  aMifrance  of  the  inhabitants  of  Tabafco, 
and  that  the  next  day  a  powerful  army  was  to  be  af- 
fembled  in  order  to  deftroy  the  Spaniards  at  once. 
Upon  this  intelligence  Cortes  called  a  council,  com- 
municated to  his  captains  what  he  had  learned,  and  de- 
fired  their  advice  :  reprefenting  the  weaknefs  of  their: 
naked  enemies,  and  the  ill  confequences  that  would 
attend  their  turning  their  backs  upon  them.  Upon 
which  the  officers  unanimously  agreed,  that  it  was 
abfolutely  necefTary  not  to  leave'  the  country,  till  the 
inhabitants  were  reduced. 

Cortes  now  proceeded  to  make  the  necefTary  difpo- 
fitions  for  a  decilive  battle  :  he  ordered  the  wounded 
to  be  carried  on  board  ;  the  horles  to  be  landed  \  the 
artillery  to  be  in  readinefs ;  and  every  thing  in  order 
by  the  next  morning.  At  day-break  he  gave  the 
command  of  the  infantry  to  Diego  de  Ordaz,  when 

■he 
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ne  and  the  other  commanders  mounted  on  horfe- 
back,  and  kept  pace  with  the  artillery,  which  mov- 
ed very  (lowly,  from  the  ground's  being  boggy,  till 
arriving  at  a  place  called  Cinthla,  about  the  diftance 
of  a  league  from  their  quarters,  they  obferved  the 
Indian  army  appear  at  a  diftance,  and  in  iuch  num- 
bers, as  to  cover  the  country  as  far  as  the  eye  could 
reach. 

It  is  here  proper  to  defcribe  the  Indian  manner  of 
arming  themfelves,  and  coming  to  an  engagement^ 
fince,  as  the  art  of  war  is  nearly  the  fame  in  all  parts 
of  New  Spain*  this  will  be  fufficient  to  give  the  reader 
fome  idea  of  their  appearance  through  the  whole  of 
this  conquer!.  Their  principal  weapons  were  bows 
and  arrows,  the  firings  of  the  bows  being  made  of 
the  fmews  of  beads,  or  thongs  of  deer  ikins  twilled, 
and  their  arrows  pointed  with  fifh.  bones.  They  had 
a  kind  of  javelins,  which  they  fometimes  threw,  and 
fometimes  managed  like  a  pike.  They  had  alfo 
long  two-handed  wooden  fwords,  edged  with  fharp 
flints  *,  fome  of  the  flrongeft  had  clubs  pointed  with 
flints,  and  there  were  (lingers  who  threw  flones  with 
great  force  and  dexterity*  Their  defenfive  arms, 
which  were  worn  by  none  but  commanders  and 
perfons  of  diftinclion,  confided  of  coats  of  quilt- 
ed  cotton,  breafl-plates,  and  fhields  of  wood  and 
tortoifefhell  adorned  with  plates  of  metal  The  reft 
of  the  people  were  naked*,  only  their  heads  were  en- 
circled with  plumes  of  feathers  y  and  all  of  them 
had  their  faces  and  bodies  painted  of  various  co- 
lours, in  order  to  flrike  terror  into  their  enemies. 
Their  warlike  mufic  were  pipes  made  of  large 
canes,  fea-fhells,  and  drums  made  of  the  bark  of  a 
tree,  hollowed,  which  being  beaten  with  a  flick  af> 
forded  a  very  difagreeable  found  :  they  made  their  at- 
tacks with  terrible  outcries,  to  intimidate  their  ene- 
mies, and  were  equally  eager  to  charge  or  to  run  away* 

Such  was  the  army,  or  rather  inundation  of  In- 
dians, which  now  poured  down  upon  the  Spaniards,, 
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Cortes  pofted  his  men  under  the  fhelter  of  a  rifing 
ground  that  covered  the  rear,  and  having  placed  his 
artillery  to  the  greateft  advantage,  advanced  with 
his  fifteen  horfe  to  a  wood,  from  whence  he  intended 
to  fally,  and  flank  the  enemy. 

When  the  Indians  had  marched  within  a  proper 
diftance,  they  difcharged  a  fliower  of  arrows,  and 
then  fell  upon  the  Spaniards  with  fuch  fury  and  pre- 
cipitation, that  their  fire-arms  and  crofs-bows  being 
unable  to  flop  them,  they  were  obliged  to  have  re- 
courfe  to  their  f words  ;  and  as  the  enemy  preffed  on, 
the  artillery  deftroyed  them  by  whole  companies. 
But  the  Indians  fought  with  fuch  bravery,  that  the 
ball  was  no  fooner  paffed  than  they  clofed  again, 
drowning  the  groans  of  the  wounded  by  their  out- 
cries. Cortes,  however,  with  his  15  horfe  rufhing 
fuddenly  from  the  wood,  broke  through  the  thickeft 
of  the  enemy,  while  they  being  amazed  and  terri- 
fied at  the  fight  of  thofe  unknown  animals,  threw 
down  their  arms  and  fled  with  precipitation.  Diego 
de  Ordaz  being  foon  fenfible  that  the  relief  he  ex- 
pected was  arrived,  from  the  weak  refiflance  of  the 
enemy's  van,  advanced  with  his  infantry,  till  he  came 
to  the  place  where  Cortes  and  his  captains  had  dif- 
perfed  the  enemy,  who  retreated  making  a  running 
fight,  till  the  Spaniards  purfuing  them,  they  fled  in 
the  utmoft  confulion,  leaving  above  800  dead  upon 
the  fpoti  the  Spaniards  had  two  men  killed,  and 
threescore  and  ten  wounded. 

The  next  day  Cortes  ordered  two  or  three  of  the 
Indian  officers  who  were  prifoners  to  be  brought  be- 
fore him,  and  perceiving  that  their  countenances 
had  all  the  marks  of  terror,  he  gave  them  a  courte- 
ous reception,  and  then  fet  them  at  liberty ;  giving 
them  fome  trifling  prefents,  and  telling  them,  he 
knew  how  to  conquer  and  how  to  forgive.  This  in- 
stance of  his  moderation  had  fuch  an  effect,  that  in 
a  few  hours  feveral  of  the  natives  came  loaded  with 
Indian  corn,   fowls,  and  other  provifions,  as  a  pre- 
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lent  from  the  principal  cacique  of  Tabafco,  who 
by  thefe  perfons  made  propofals  of  peace  :  but  Je-^ 
fom  de  Aguilar  obferving  that  thefe  were  mean  peo- 
ple, Cortes,  though  very  defirous  of  peace,  refufed 
to  admit  their  propofals,  and  fent  them  back  with- 
out feeing  them  ;  ordering  them,  by  his  interpreter, 
to  acquaint  their  cacique,  that,  if  he  defired  his 
friendfhip,  he  muft  fend  perfons  of  greater  distinc- 
tion to  follicit  it.  The  cacique,  immediately  fenfible 
of  his  error,  the  next  day  fent  30  of  his  principal 
men,  adorned  with  plumes  and  jewels,  and  followed 
by  a  train  of  Indians,  who  carried  another  prefent  of 
the  fame  kind  to  the  Spanifh  general. 

Cortes  was  afterwards  vihted  by  the  cacique  in 
perfon,  attended  by  all  his  officers*  who  brought 
with  them  a  prefent  of  cotton  cloths,  plumes  of  va- 
rious colours,  and  fome  pieces  of  gold  of  admirable 
workmahfhip  ;  and  the  vifit  pafled  in  proteftations  of 
a  reciprocal  and  fincere  friendship.  The  next  day  the 
cacique  returned,  with  a  prefent  of  twenty  Indian  wo- 
men, who  were  ikilled  in  making  bread  of  Indian  corn, 
and  dreffing  other  provifions.  Among  thefe  women  was 
one  of  uncommon  beauty,  who  was  afterwards  baptiz- 
ed by  the  name  of  Marina,  and  became  Cortes's  mif- 
trefs. 

The  pilots  now  haftened  the  departure  of  the  fleet, 
and  Palm  Sunday  drawing  nigh,  Cortes  appointed 
that  day  for  their  embarking.  The  Spaniards  ac- 
cordingly fet  fail  for  Mexico,  coafting  along  to  the 
weftward,  till  they  arrived  at  the  port  now  called 
St.  Juan  de  Ulua,  where  they  had  no  fooner  come 
to  an  anchor,  between  the  ifland  and  the  main  land, 
than  two  large  canoes,  called  piraguas,  came  with 
Indians  from  the  neighbouring  coaft,  and  on  their 
drawing  near,  began  to  fpeak  in  a  language  which 
Aguilar  did  not  understand  -,  a  circumitance  which 
very  much  chagrined  Cortes.  Marina  gueffing  his 
concern  by  his  looks,  told  Aguilar  in  the  Yucatan 
tongue,  that  the  people  fpoke  the  Mexican  lan- 
guage, and  defired  audience  of  the  general  on  the 
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part  of  the  governor  of  that  province.  This  wo- 
man was  the  daughter  of  a  cacique  of  one  of  the 
provinces  fubjecl:  to  the  emperor  of  Mexico,  but  in 
her  youth  had  been  carried  to  a  Mexican  garrifon, 
on  the  confines  of  Yucatan,  after  which,  by  fome 
misfortune,  fhe  became  a  (lave  to  the  cacique  of 
Tabafco,  who  made  a  prefent  of  her  to  Cortes.  As 
this  woman  was  not  yet  acquainted  with  the  lan- 
guage of  Spain,  fhe  interpreted  to  Aguilar  in  the 
Yucatan  tongue,  what  the  Mexican  faid,  and  he  im- 
parted it  to  Cortes  in  the  Caftiilian.  By  this  double 
interpretation  the  general  learned  that  Pilpatoe  go- 
vernor, and  Teutile,  captain-general  of  that  pro- 
vince, had  fent  to  know  with  what  intention  he  came 
upon  their  coafl  \  when  Cortes  prefenting  them  with 
a  few  baubles,  and  treating  them  with  fome  Spanifh 
wine,  told  them,  that  he  came  as  a  friend  to  treat  of 
matters  of  great  importance  to  their  prince  and  the 
whole  empire,  for  which  purpofe  he  would  meet  the 
two  governors. 

The  Spaniards  landed  on  Good  Friday,  and  having 
got  their  horfes  and  artillery  on  more,  Cortes  direct- 
ed the  foldiers  to  cut  fafcines,  in  order  to  intrench 
themfelves,  and  to  build  a  fufficient  number  of  huts 
to  inciter  them  from  the  exceffive  heat  of  the  fun. 
The  people  alfo  brought  plenty  of  provifions,  and 
fome  cotton  cloth  to  cover  the  buildings  erected  for 
the  officers  :  but  notwithstanding,  Cortes  kept  him- 
felf  upon  his  guard,  and  planted  his  artillery  in  fuch 
a  manner  as  to  command  the  country.  On  Eafter- 
day  he  was  vifited  by  Teutile  and  Pilpatoe,  attend- 
ed by  a  very  great  retinue  \  he  received  them  with 
extraordinary  ftate,  furrounded  by  his  officers  and 
foldiers.  The  fir  ft  compliments  being  paffied,  and 
it  being  the  hour  of  divine  fervice,  he  conducted 
them  to  a  large  hut,  and  ordered  Aguilar  and  Ma- 
rina to  tell  them,  that  before  he  acquainted  them 
with  the  defign  of  his  voyage,  he  ought  to  comply 
with  the  duties  of  his  religion,  and  to  recommend 
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to  the  God  of  all  other  gods  the  fuecefs  of  his  pro- 
pofal.  After  fervice  was  over,  Cortes  returned  to 
his  quarters,  where  the  two  generals  were  entertain- 
ed at  dinner,  in  as  fplendid  a  manner  as  poffible  •,  and 
that  being  ended,  he  called  his  interpreters,  and 
with  a  determined  air  told  them,  that  he  came  to 
treat  with  the  emperor  Mptezuma,  on  the  part  of 
Don  Carlos  of  Auftria,  monarch  of  the  eaft,  on 
'affairs  of  great  importance,  both  with  refped  to 
himfelf  and  all  his  iubjects ;  for  this  reafon  it  was 
neceifary  for  him  to  appear  before  his  royal  prefence, 
to  which  he  hoped  to  be  admitted,  with  all  the  re- 
fpect  due  to  the  greatnefs  of  the  king  his  mailer. 

Cortes's  guefts  appeared  alarmed  at  this  declara- 
tion, and  before  they  returned  an  anfwer,  ordered 
their  attendants  to  bring  in  the  prefent  they  had 
brought  with  them.  Upon  which  20  or  30  perfons 
entered  loaded  with  provifions,  fine  cloth,  feathers 
of  various  colours,  and  a  large  box,  in  which  were 
feveral  pieces  of  gold  cunoufly  wrought.  Then 
turning  to  Cortes,  Teutile  defired  him  to  accept 
that  prefent  from  two  of  Motezuma's  flaves,  who 
had  orders  to  entertain  fuch  ftrangers  as  landed  upon 
his  coaft:  but  begged  he  would  not  think  of  pro- 
fecuting  his  defign,  it  being  no  eafy  matter  to  fpeak 
with  their  prince.  To  this  Cortes  replied,  with  fome 
warmth,  that  kings  never  refufed  to  hear  the 
ambaifadors  of  other  princes,  and  that  their  bufinefs 
was  to  acquaint  Motezuma  with  his  arrival,  and  that 
he  was  refolved  to  fee  him  before  he  left  the 
country. 

During  this  conference,  fome  Mexican  painters 
who  came  in  the  general's  train,  were  bufily  employ- 
ed in  drawing  upon  cotton  cloths  the  mips,  foldiers, 
arms,  artillery,  hories,  and  every  thing  elfe  that  ap- 
peared remarkable,  which  they  introduced  into  dif- 
ferent iandfkips  that  were  no  way  contemptible, 
either  for  the  drawing  or  colouring.  Thefe  pic- 
lures  were  defigned  by  Teutile,  to  give  Motezuma 
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fome  idea,  of  what  appeared  too  extraordinary  to  be 
fully  defended  by  words  *,  but  here  and  there  were 
placed  fome  characters*  which  feemed  to  explain  the 
picture. 

Cortes  being  informed  of  what  thefe  painters  were 
doing,  went  out  to  fee  them,  when  obferving  that 
thefe  figures  wanted  a&ion  to  exprefs  the  valour  of 
his  troops,  he  ordered  them  to  arms,  drew  them  up 
in  a  body,  and  commanding  the  artillery  to  be  made 
ready,  then  telling  Teutile  and  Pilpatoe,  that  he 
would  entertain  them  after  the  manner  of  his  coun- 
try, he  mounted  his  horfe?  with  his  captains,  who 
marched  two  and  two,  to  the  amazement  of-  the  In- 
dians, who  feeing  fuch  ftately  animals  fo  obedient 
to  their  riders,  imagined  that  there  was  fomething 
fupernatural  in  thofe  who  could  manage  them  with 
fuch  eafe  and  dexterity.  Cortes  then  divided  his 
troops  into  two  bodies,  gave  a  mock  fight,  and  at  a 
fignal  given  they  difcharged  their  mufkets,  and  foon 
after  the  artillery  ;  when  the  confufion  and  aftonifh- 
ment  of  thefe  people  were  fo  great,  that  fome  fell 
down  upon  the  ground,  others  began  to  fly,  and 
thofe  who  had  moft  prefence  of  mind  were  fixed  to 
the  fpot  with  terror  and  admiration. 

Cortes  now  endeavoured  to  diffipate  their  appre- 
henfions  by  afluring  them,  that  thefe  were  only  mi- 
litary diverfions.  The  painters  immediately  began 
to  represent  the  Spaniards  armed  and  drawn  up  in 
ranks  s  the  horfes  in  the  attitudes  of  their  exercifes, 
and  the  artillery  with  fire  and  frnoke.  Mean  while 
Cortes  returned  to  his  houfe  with  the  two  generals, 
and  after  having  made  them  a  prefent,  prepared  one 
for  Motesuma,  confuting  of  feveral  polifhed  looking 
glafles,  a  holland  fhirt,  a  cap  of  crimfon  velvet 
adorned  with  a  gold  medal,  and  a  tapeftry  chair. 

Teutile  and  Pilpatoe  at  length  feeming  much 
pleafed  with  their  entertainment,  took  their  leave  ; 
but  retiring  only  to  a  fmall  diftance,  held  a  conful- 
tation,  in  which  it  was  agreed  that  the  latter  ihould 

remain 


by  HERNANDO  CORTES.       215 

remain  on  that  fpot  to  obferve  the  motions  of  the 
Spaniards.  Pilpatoe's  attendants  immediately  began 
to  build  houfes,  and  a  confiderable  village  was  form- 
ed in  a  few  hours  :  but  left  Cortes  fhould  be  offend- 
ed at  this  ftep,  he  fent  to  inform  him  that  he  ftaid 
there,  in  order  to  be  at  hand  to  provide  for  his  en- 
tertainment, and  to  fupply  his  troops  with  provi- 
fions.  Though  Cortes  guefTed  his  real  intention, 
he  took  no  notice  of  his  fufpicions,  and  Pilpatoe 
continued  to  fupply  him  with  provifions  in  great 
plenty.  Mean  while  Teutile  difpatched  meffengers 
to  Motezuma  with  an  account  of  what  had  happen- 
ed, with  the  pi&ures  drawn  by  his  order,  and  Cor- 
ps's prefent. 

Motezuma  was  provided  with  a  great  number  of 
(couriers,  chofen  from  the  fwifteft  of  the  Indians, 
^who  were  diftributed  along  all  the  principal  roads  of 
the  kingdom,  and  rewards  were  paid  out  of  the 
public  tresfury -to  thofe  who  firft  arrived  at  the  ap- 
pointed places,  Thefe  couriers  were  relieved  at  every 
town,  which  occafioned  all  difpatches  to  be  carried 
with  furprifing  expedition,  and  an  anfwer  was  re- 
turned from  Mexico  within  feven  days,  though  the 
dift&nce  from-  that  city  to  Juan  de  Ulua  amounts  to 
60  leagues.  Motezuma's  menage  to  Cartes  was 
brought  by  Teutile  with  that  prince's  prefent, 
which  was  carried  by  100  Indians,  and  confifted  of 
very  fine  xottaa  robes,  and  many  curiolities  formed 
of  feathers,  where  the  beautiful  variety  of  the  co- 
lours was  {q  mixed  and  difpofed  by  the  ikill  of  the 
artift,  that  without  making  ufe  of  artificial  colours, 
or  of  the  pencil,  they  formed  curious  pictures,  and 
a  very  fine  imitation  of  natural  objects.  They  alfo 
brought  a  great  number  of  bows^  arrows,  and  tar- 
gets made  of  the  fineit  wood  ^  two  large  circular 
plates,  the  one  of  gold,  reprefenting  the  fun  ;  and 
the  other  of  filver,  with,  the  figure  of  the  moon  ; 
and  a  confiderable  quantity  of  precious  ftones,  pieces 
.of  gold^  gold  collars,    rings,    pendants,,  and  other 
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ornaments  of  the  fame  metal  in  the  fhape  of  birds 
and  beafts,  fo  curioufly  wrought,  that  the  work- 
manfhip  feemed  to  exceed  the  value  of  the  metal. 
Thefe  feveral  articles  being  placed  in  order  upon 
mats  made  of  palm-tree  leases,  Teutile  turned  to 
Cortes,  and  told  him  by  the  interpreters,  that  the 
great  Emperor  Motezuma  had  fent  him  thefe  things 
in  return  for  his  prelent,  and  to  fhew  how  much  he 
valued  the  friendfhip  of  the  king  his  fovereign  ;  but 
it  was  neither  convenient  nor  poffible  at  that  time 
to  admit  him  to  his  court.  Cortes  returned  thanks 
for  the  prefent,  and  anfwered  that  ic  was  far  from 
his  defign  to  be  wanting  in  obedience  to  Motezuma; 
but  that  he  could  not  dishonour  a  king  that  was  re- 
flected amongft  the  greateft  princes  in  the  world, 
by  returning  without  fulfilling  his  orders. 

Motezuma  was  at  firft  incenfed  at  Cortes's  perfe- 
verance  in  his  demand,  and  in  the  firft  tranfports  of 
his  refentment,  propofed  inftantly  to  deftroy  thofe 
infolent  flrangers,  who  prefumed  to  difpute  his  will  t, 
but  his  rage  no  fooner  fubfided,  than  it  was  fucceed- 
ed  by  forrow  and  confternation.  He  had  private 
councils  with  his  p.  milters,  public  facrifices  were 
offered  in  the  temples,  and  fuch  marks  of  diftur- 
bance  and  confufion  were  vifible  in  his  whole  be- 
haviour, that  the  people  began  to  talk  without  re- 
ferve  of  fome  figns  and  prefages,  that  were  fuppofed 
to  be  indications  of  the  approaching  ruin  of  the 
empire. 

The  empire  of  Mexico  was  then  in  its  greateft 
glory,  having  under  its  dominion  a  prodigious  extent 
of  country,  governed  either  by  Motezuma  in  per- 
fon,  or  by  many  petty  kings  or  caciques,  who  were 
his  tributaries.  It  extended  in  length  about  1500 
miles,  in  fome  places  it  was  600  broad,  and  it  was 
in  general  a  populous,  plentiful  and  rich  country. 
This  empire  from  a  very  fmall  beginning  had  rifen, 
to  this  height  of  power  and  greatnefs  in  little 
more  than  - 1 30  years,  during  which  time  the  Mexi- 
cans 
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cans  fubdued  all  the  neighbouring  ftates.  They 
were  at  firft  governed  by  a  military  chief;  but  in 
the  progrefs  of  their  conquefts,  they  chofe  a  king, 
and  gave  the  fupreme  dominion  to  him  who  had  the 
.greateft  reputation  for  valour,  without  paying  any 
other  regard  for  hereditary  fucceffion,  than  that  of 
preferring  thofe  of  the  royal  family,  when  they  were 
not  excelled  by  the  merit  of  another  competitor. 

The  emperor  Motezuma,  the  fecond  of  the  name, 
and  the  eleventh  fovereign  of  Mexico,  was  of  the 
royal  blood.  In  his  youth  he  had  diftinguifhed  him- 
felf  in  war,  and  obtained  the  reputation  of  a  brave 
general,  which,  together  with  his  exerting  the  arts 
of  popularity,  had  raifed  him  to  the  throne  by  the 
unanimous  voice  of  the  people.  He  had  reigned 
fourteen  years  when  Cortes  arrived  on  his  coaft,  and 
is  reprefented  by  the  Spanifh  writers,  perhaps  to  pal- 
liate the  cruelty  of  his  conquerors,  as  one  of  the 
greater!  tyrants  recorded  in  hiftory.  Juan  Grijalva 
had  landed  in  his  dominions  the  year  before,  and  it  is 
faid  that  about  that  time  there  happened  many  prodi- 
gies which  were  fuppoled  to  prefage  the  ruin  of  his 
empire.  Thefe  figns  and  portents,  fome  of  which 
were  perhaps  invented  by  the  diiaffecled,  made  a 
very  deep  im predion  on  the  mind  of  Motezuma, 
and  difturbed  his  counfellors  to  fuch  a  degree,  that 
when  they  received  a  fecond  mefiage  from  Cortes, 
they  concluded  themfelves  to  be  utterly  ruined.  Mo- 
tezuma at  length  refolved  to  fend  another  prefent  to 
Cortes,  with  orders  to  leave  the  coaft  •,  and  in  cafe 
of  his  refuial,  to  levy  a  powerful  army,  and  to  act 
againft  him  with  all  his  forces. 

While  Motezuma3  s  court  was  employed  in  delibera- 
tions, Francifco  de  Monte] o,  whom  Cortes  had  lent 
to  examine  the  coaft,  returned  from  his  cruife,  hav- 
ing found  at  the  diftance  of  fome  leagues  to  the  north- 
ward a  town  called  Quiabiflan,  fituated  in  a  fertile 
and  well  cultivated  foil,  near  a  bay,  where  the  fhips 
might  ride  at  anchor  in  fafety>  under  the  ihelter  of 
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feme  high  rocks.  This  place  was  about  twelve  leagues 
diftant  from  St.  Juan  de  Ulua,  and  Cortes  was  be- 
ginning to  think  of  removing  thither,  when  his  re- 
solution was  fufpended  by  tht  arrival  of  Teutile  with 
the  principal  captains  of  his  troops,  who  came  burn- 
ing incenfe  to  him  in  little  perfuming  pans,  and  after 
the  ceremony  of  fumigation,  produced  Motezuma's 
fecond  prefent,  which  confided  of  the  fame  particu- 
lars as  thofe  of  which  the  firft  had  been  compofed, 
though  in  a  fmaller  quantity,  together  with  three 
green  (tones  refembling  emeralds  to  be  prefented  to 
the  king  of  Spain,  as  jewels  of  ineftimable  value. 
Thefe  were  delivered  with  exprefs  orders  to  Cortes 
and  his  followers  to  leave  the  country  without  delay  ; 
but  the  Spaniards  frill  infilling  that  they  -would  fee 
the  monarch  in  perfon,  Teutile  ftarted  up  with  marks 
of  anger  and  confufion,  and  told  Cortes  that  hitherto 
Motezuma  k&d  treated  him  as  a  gueft,  and  it  would 
be  hiskowsi  fault  if  he  was  ufed  as  an  enemy.  He 
then,  without  waiting  for  an  anfwer,  abruptly  depart- 
ed, and  was  followed  by  Pilpatoe  and  the  reft  of  his 
attendants. 

Cortes  immediately  ordered  the  guards  to  be  doub- 
led, and  the  next  day  the  Spaniards  had  the  morti- 
fication to  find  that  the  Indians  who  inhabited  Kl- 
patoe's  cabbins  were  retired  •,  and  that  there  was  not 
an  Indian  to  be  feen.  The  appreheafioia  x>f  their 
wanting  neceffaries,  now  raifed  a  ipirit  of  difeontent 
among  the  foldiers,  which  was  fomented  by  fome  of 
them  who  were  the  friends  of  Velafquez.  Cortes 
was  well  acquainted  with  thefe  murmurs,  but  learn- 
ing from  his  friends  that  the  majority  were  on  his 
fide,  he  appeared  before  the  rnalecon tents  :  Diego  de 
Ordaz,  in  name  of  the  reft,  remonftrated  with  fome 
warmth,  that  as  his  forces  were  very  unequal  to  the  de- 
fign  of  fubduing  a  mighty  empire,  it  was  high  time 
to  return  to  Cuba,  where  they  might  be  reinforced 
in  fuch  a  manner  as  would  enable  them  to.purfue 
this  great  defign  with  fome  probability  of  fuccefs, 
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Cortes,  though  highly  provoked  at  this  advice* 
which  oppofed  all  his  ambitious  views,  replied  with 
great  compofure,  that  he  had  no  inclination  to  lay 
the  leaft  reftraint  upon  his  foldiers,  and  fince  they 
were  unwilling  to  proceed,  he  would  immediately 
prepare  for  their  return  to  Cuba.  He  foon  after 
gave  directions  for  their  returning  to  that  ifland,  and 
ordered  the  captains  to  embark  with  their  refpective 
companies,  that  they  might  be  ready  to  fail  the  next 
morning :  but  this  declaration  was  no  fooner  made 
public,  than  his  emiffaries  began  to  exclaim  with  great 
warmth,  that  Cortes  had  deceived  them,  by  profei- 
lino;  that  he  was  refolved  to  make  a  fettlement  in 
that  country,  which  notwithftanding  their  unexpect- 
ed fuccefs,  he  was  on  the  point  of  deferring,  and  that 
if  he  had  a  mind  to  abandon  the  enterprize,  he  might, 
with  fuch  as  were  willing  to  follow  him  :  for  they 
fhould  foon  find  another  gentleman  who  would  af- 
fume  the  command.  This  clamour  was  fo  artfully 
managecl,  that  it  brought  over  many  of  thofe  who 
had  efpoufed  the  contrary  party,  and  increafed  to  fuch 
a  degree,  that  fome  of  Cortes's  friends  were  obliged 
to  interpofe,  in  order  to  put  a  flop  to  the  difturbance 
they  themfelves  had  raifed.  Cortes  agreed  to  proceed 
with  fuch  as  were  willing  •,  and  to  caufe  a  fhip  to  be 
provided  for  carrying  back  thofe  who  wanted  courage 
to  follow  him  and  his  friends.  This  reply  was  re- 
ceived with  acclamations  of  joy,  and  had  fuch  an 
effect,  that  thofe  who  were  diffatisfied,  carefully  con- 
cealed their  difcontent. 

The  diffenfion  among  his  men  was  no  fooner  qui- 
eted, than  Cortes  was  vifited  by  five  deputies  from 
the  cacique  of  Zempoalla,  a  neighbouring  province 
in  the  road  to  the  place  where  he  intended  to  remove 
his  quarters  -,  who  came  to  offer  him  the  friendfhip 
and  alliance  of  their  m after.  They  differed  in  their 
habit  from  the  Mexican  chiefs,  though  like  them  , 
they  had  rings  in  their  ears  and  lips,  to  which  hung 
jewels.  Cortes  gave  them  a  very  civil  reception,  or- 
6  dered 
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dered  them  to  be  well  treated,  and  was  greatly  pleaf- 
ed  at  hearing  that  the  Zempoallans,  though  tributary 
to  Motezuma,  were  difTatisfied  with  his  yoke,  and 
reprelented  him  as  a  proud  and  cruel  prince  •,  whence 
he  forefaw,  that  he  ihould  be  able  to  engage  thefe 
people  to  facilitate  his  future  fuccefs.  He  therefore 
difrnifTed  the  deputies  with  presents,  and  with  orders 
to  aflure  the  cacique  of  his  friendihip,  and  of  his 
.paying  him  a  vifit  in  his  way  to  Quiabillan. 

Cones,  in  order  to  divefc  himfelf  of  his  uneafy 
dependence  upon  Velafquez,  and  to  remove  his  want 
of  legal  authority,  laid,  in  concert  with  his  friends, 
the  plan  of  a  corporation  to  be  eftabhihed  in  fome 
place  on  the  continent,  and  feveral  perfons  were  cho- 
fen  to  fill  the  offices  of  government.  Thefe  imme- 
diately appointed  a  clerk  of  the  council,  with  other 
inferior  officers,  and  having  taken  the  accufiomed 
oaths,  to  act  according  to  the  rules  of  juftice,  and 
their  duty  to  God  and  the  king,  began  to  exercife 
their  functions.  The  next  morning  the  council  be- 
ing affembled,  under  the  pretence  of  confulcing  the 
augmentation  and  preiervation  of  the  fettlement  to  be 
made,  which  was  to  have  the  name  of  Villa  Rica  de 
la  Vera  Cruz,  Cortes  defired  admittance,  to  propofe 
an  affair  relating  to  the  public  welfare.  He  laid  open 
the  reafons  which  induced  him  to  difapprove  the  com- 
miiTion  under  which  he  had  acted,  then  threw  upon 
the  table  what  he  had  received  from  Diego  Velaf- 
quez •,  khTed  the  truncheon ;  delivered  it  into  the 
hands  of  the  Alcalde,  and  then  retired  to  his  houfe, 
in  the  capacity  of  a  private  man.  The  council,  ac- 
cording to  a  preconcerted  agreement,  unanimoufly 
admitted  of  his  refignation,  and  with  the  fame  una- 
nimity voted  that  he  ihould  be  appointed  general  of 
the  army,  and  that  they  would  make  out  a  new  com- 
miffion  in  the  king's  name,  to  be  in  force  till  they 
could  know  his  majefty's  pleafure. 

Cortes  accepted  of  this  pod  with  great  refpecl, 
and  began  to  govern  the  troops  with  a  kind  of  au- 
thority 
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thority  that  fecured  the  obedience  of  the  foldiers* 
The  friends  of  Velafquez,  however,  could  not  di£» 
cruife  their  vexation  •,  but  refented  this  alteration  in 
a  very  indifcreet  manner  :  they  endeavoured  to  inva- 
lidate the  authority  of  the  council ;  loudly  inveighed 
again  ft  the  ambition  of  Cortes  ;  and  began  to  raife  a 
dlffenfion,  that  fee  rued  to  threaten  the  ruin  of  the 
expedition.  Upon  this  Cortes  ordered  Diego  de  Or- 
daz,  Pedro  Efcudero,  and  Juan  Velafquez  de  Leon: 
to  be  feized,  carried  on  board  the  fleet,  and  put  in 
irons.  No  body  was  at  firft  allowed  to  vifit  them5 
but  afterward  their  friends  were  admitted,  and  among 
the  reft  fome  of  his  confidents,  who  found  means  to 
reduce  them  to  reafon.  He  then .  fuffered  himfelf  to 
be  pacified,  and  fo  effectually  conciliated  their  affec- 
tions, that  they  afterwards  flood  by  him  with  tin- 
fhaken  fidelity.  Cortes,  having  re-eftablifhed  his 
authority,  now  prepared  for  leaving  this  part  of  the 
country  ;  and  directing  the  ihips  to  fail  for  the  bay 
of  Quiabiflan,  refolved  to  march  thither  by  land* 
In  a  few  hours  he  reached  the  river  of  Zempoalk, 
which  being  very  deep,  the  troops  croffed  it  in  canoes, 
and  other  vefTels  belonging  to  fome  fifhermen,  which 
they  found  on  the  more,  the  horfes  being  obliged  to 
fwim.  The  army  ibon  after  arrived  at  fome  houfes  in 
the  diftricl  of  Zempoalla,  which  they  found  entirely- 
abandoned  :  though  the  natives  left  in  their  temples 
feveral  idols,  with  knives  made  of  fiint,  and  fome  mife- 
rable  remains  of  human  victims.  Here  they  firft  faw  the 
Mexican  books,  three  or  four  of  which  were  in  the  tem- 
ples, and  were  fuppoied  to  contain  the  rites  of  their  re- 
ligion. Each  was  made  of  thin  varniihed  cloth,  folded 
in  leaves  and  made  up  into  volumes,  refembling 
ours. 

Next  day  the  Spaniards  continued  their  march ; 
but  faw  not  one  perfon  during  the  whole  morning, 
till  entering  fome  very  agreeable  meadows  they  dis- 
covered twelve  Indians,  who  were  coming  in  fearch 
of  Cortes,  with  a  prefent  of  fowls  and  bread  from 
the  cacique   of  Zempoalla,  who  invited  him  to  his 

town* 
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town,  where  he  had  provided  quarters  for  his  troops;* 
Cortes  difmifted  fix  of  the  Indians,  with  thanks  for 
the  hofpitality  of  their  prince,  and  detained  the  reft 
as  guides  te  the  town,  which  they  told  him  was  at 
the  diftance  of  a  day's  journey . 

Zempoalla  was  a  large  city  that  afforded  a  beauti- 
ful profpecl.  It  was;  fituated  between  two  rivers  ? 
the  buildings  were  of  ftone,  whitened  on  the  out- 
fide  with  a  fort  of  fhjning  lime,  which  at  &  diftance 
had  fuch  a  noble  effect,  that  one  of  the  fcouts  return- 
ed in  hafte  to  Cortfs,  crying  aloud  that  the  walls 
were  of  filver.  At  t^ir.- entering  it,  the  fquares  and 
ftreets  were  filled  with  a  multitude  of  people  drawn 
together  by  curiofity,  and  the  cacique  himfelf  ap- 
peared at  the  gate  of  his  palace,  fupported  by  fome 
of  his  nobles,  for  he  was  fo  extremely  fat,  that  he 
could  not  move  without  much  difficulty.  A  mantle 
of  fine  cotton,  enriched  with  jewels,  was  thrown 
over  his  naked  body,  and  he  wore  pendants  in  his 
ears  and  lips.  On  his  approaching  to  falute  Cortes, 
his  unwieldy  appearance  made  it  necelfary  for  that 
general  to  put  a  ftop  to  the  laughter  of  his  foldiers  : 
he  received  Cortes  in  his  arms,  and  welcomed  both 
him  and  the  reft  of  the  captains  in  fuch  fenfible  ex- 
preftions  as  created  refpect,  and  having  defired  Cor- 
tes to  repofe  himfelf  after  his  journey,  told  him  that 
he  would  vifit  him  at  his  lodgings,  where  they  would 
converfe  more  at  leifure  about  their  mutual  interefts. 
The  troops  then  retired  to  the  quarters  provided  for 
them,  accommodated  with  provifions  and  ,other  ne~ 
ceffaries.. 

The  cacique  foon  after  fent  a  prefent  to  Cortes  of 
jewels,  gold  and  other  curiofities,  and  followed  this 
prefent  in  perfon,  carried  on  a  chair  on  the  moulders 
of  the  chief  of  his  family,  and  attended  by  a  fplen- 
did  retinue.  Cortes  went  out  to  receive  him,  and 
retiring  to  a  private  apartment  with  him  and  the  in- 
terpreters, expatiated  upon  the  grandeur  of  the  king 
of  Spain,  and  the  errors  of  idolatry  •,  telling  him 
that  the  defign  of  his  coming  with  his  valiant  troops, 

was 
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was  to  redrefs  wrongs,  to  punilh  violence,  and  to 
vindicate  the  caufe  of  reafon  and  juftice.  He  art- 
fully touched  on  this  fubjecl:,  in  order  to  draw  him 
to  complain  of  Motezuma,  that  he  might  difcover 
what  advantages  he  might  expect  to  reap  from  his 
refentment  againft  that  prince ;  and,  indeed,  the 
words  were  no  fooner  pronounced,  than  he  began  to 
ntter  his  complaints,  and  to  obferve  that  the  neigh- 
bouring caciques  groaned  under  the  tyranny  of  Mo- 
tezuma ;  but  concluded  with  obferving,  that  he  did 
not  wifh  to  engage  Cortes  in  a  quarrel  with  fuch  a 
potent  emperor,  whofe  power  was  irrefiftible.  Cor- 
tes immediately  replied,  that  while  he  had  juftice  on 
his  fide  he  fhould  pay  but  little  regard  to  Motezu- 
ma's  power.  In  fnort,  having  continued  the  conver- 
fation  for  fome  time,  the  cacique  took  his  leave, 
highly  fatisfied,  while  Cortes  was  equally  pleafed  at 
the  profpecl:  of  ftrengthening  his  intereft  by  fuch  a 
powerful  alliance. 

When  the  troops  were  ready  to  march,  they  found 
400  Indians  provided  to  carry  their  baggage  and 
provifions,  and  to  help  to  conduct  the  artillery, 
The  country  they  nx)w  entered  was  fertile  and  plea- 
fant,  a  part  of  it  was  laid  out  in  corn  fields,  and  the 
reft  covered  with  trees.  They  ftaid  all  night  at  a 
little  village  they  found  deferted,  and  the  next  morn- 
ing arrived  at  Quiabiflan,  a  town  ftrongly  fituated 
upon  a  rock,  with  the  avenues  to  it  narrow  and  fteep. 
But  though  this  place  was  naturally  ftrong,  they  en- 
tered it  without  oppofition,  nor  did  they  perceive 
any  perfon,  till  coming  to  a  fquare  in  which  the  In- 
dian temples  were  placed,  fourteen  or  fifteen  of  the 
natives  handibmely  adorned  with  feathers,  came  out 
to  meet  them.  Cortes  encouraged  them  by  his  affabi- 
lity, and  gave  them  fome  glafs  beach  ;  when  reco- 
vering their  fpirits,  they  informed  him  that  the  ca- 
cique had  retired  in  order  to  avoid  a  war,  as  he 
neither  chofe  to  deny  them  admittance,  nor  to  truft 
his  perfon  among  armed  troops  that  were  entirely 
unknown  \o  him,    and  that   the  inhabitants  could 
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not  be  prevented  from  following  his  example  :  but 
that  as  foon  as  they  fnould  be  fenfible  of  the 
goodnefs  of  fuch  guefts,  they  would  return  to  their 
houfes,  and  efteem  it  their  happinefs  to  ferve  and 
obey  them.  Cortes  gave  them  the  ftrongeft  afTu- 
rances  of  his  friendfhip,  and  gave  ftricl:  orders  to 
the  foldiers,  to  behave  with  great  civility  to  thefe 
Indians,  who  foon  fhewed  the  confidence  they  placed 
in  the  Spaniards  j  for  fome  families  returned  that 
very  night,  and  in  a  little  time  the  town  was  filled 
with  its  inhabitants. 

Some  time  after,  the  cacique  himfelf  returned* 
and  was  introduced  by  the  cacique  of  Zempoalla* 
both  of  whom  were  carried  on  men's  moulders,  and 
the  latter  made  an  handfome  excufe  for  his  friend. 
The  converiacion  turned  upon  the  tyranny  of  Mo- 
tezuma,  whom  they  represented  as  a  monfler,  whd 
not  only  impoverifned  them  by  the  tribute  he  de- 
manded, but  robbed  them  of  their  wives  and  daugh- 
ters, with  whofe  blood  he  ftained  the  altars  of  his 
gods,  after  having  facririced  their  honour  to  more 
fhameful  purpo.es. 

In  the  midft  of  their  difcourfe  they  were  interrupts 
ed  by  the  entrance  of  two  or  three  Indians  who 
feemed  to  be  in  a  great  fright,  and  whifpering  the 
caciques,  put  them  in  fuch  confufion,  that  they 
changed  colour,  and  haft ily  retired.  The  caufe  of 
this  diforder  was  inftantly  known  -,  for  fix  commif- 
faries  from  Motezuma  were  feen  paffing  before  the 
quarters  of  the  Spaniards,  richly  adorned  with  fea- 
thers and  pendants  of  gold,  and  attended  by  a  num- 
ber of  officers  and  fervants.  Cortes  went  to  the 
gate  to  fee  them,  when  they  paffed  by  without  pay- 
ing him  the  leaflx  refpecl,  and  with  fuch  a  contemp- 
tuous look,  that  the  foldiers  would  have  immediate- 
ly chailized  them,  had  they  not  been  reftraintd  by 
their  general,  who  contented  himfelf  with  fend- 
ing Marina  with  a  furficient  guard,  to  know  the 
caufe  of  their  coming.  By  this  means  he  under- 
Hood,  that  the  commiflaries,  after  having  feated 
£  them* 
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themfelves  in  the  town-houfe,  fummoned  the  ca- 
ciques to  appear  before  them ;  and  having  fharply 
reprimanded  them  for  prefuming  to  entertain  the  em- 
peror's enemies,  demanded,  over  and  above  the  or- 
dinary tribute,  twenty  Indians  to  be  facrificed  to  the 
gods,  as  an  atonement  for  their  crime.  Cortes  no 
fooner  received  this  intelligence,  than  he  ordered 
fome  foldiers  to  bring  the  caciques  without  noife, 
and  telling  them,  that  he  knew  the  inhuman  pur- 
pofe  of  the  commifTaries,  which  he  would  not  fuffer 
them  to  obey  •,  he  defired  them  to  affemble  their 
people  to  feize  the  Mexicans,  and  to  leave  the  reft 
to  his  conduct. 

The  caciques  at  firft  refufed  to  comply  with  this 
bold  command,  till  Cortes  repeating  his  order  in  a 
peremptory  manner,  they  went  and  executed  it; 
and  having  feized  Motezuma's  rninifters,  put  them 
in  a  kind  of  pillory  in  their  pnfons,  to  the  great 
fatisfaclion  of  the  people,  who  demanded  that  they 
mould  either  die  the  death  of  traitors,  or  be  inftant- 
ly  facrificed  to  their  gods.  Cortes  however  refufed 
to  grant  this  requeft,  and  having  fecured  them  by  a 
guard  of  Spanifh  foldiers,  retired  to  his  quarters,  in 
order  to  contrive  fome  method  of  extricating  him- 
felf  from  the  difficulty  in  which  he  was  involved. 
He  was  unwilling  to  come  to  an  open  rupture  with 
Motezuma,  and  yet  thought  it  neceffary  to  fupport 
the  party  he  had  already  formed,  againft  that  prince, 
in  order  to  have  their  affiftance,  in  cafe  he  mould 
happen  to  want  it.  In  confequence  of  thefe  reflec- 
tions, he,  at  midnight,  fent  for  two  of  the  prifoners, 
whom  he  treated  in  a  very  obliging  manner,  told 
them  they  were  at  liberty,  and  as  he  had  reilored 
their  freedom,  they  might  aflure  their  prince  that  he 
would  fpeedily  endeavour  to  releafe  the  reft  of  their 
companions,  and  to  make  the  caciques  fenfible  of 
their  fault.  The  Mexicans  heard  this  declaration 
with  equal  joy  and  altonifhment,  but  durft  not  fet 
out  on  their  journey,   for  fear  of   being  killed  or 
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taken  by  the  way ;  the  Spanifh  foldiers  were  there- 
fore ordered  to  conduct  them  to  the  bay,  and  one 
of  the  fhip's  boats  carried  them  beyond  the  diftridt 
of  Zempoalla. 

The  next  morning  the  caciques  came  to  Cortes, 
and  expreffing  great  concern  at  the  efcape  of  the 
prifoners,  he  received  the  news  with  the  appearance 
of  much  furprize  and  vexation  -,  but  propofed,  in 
order  to  prevent  any  accident  of  the  like  kind  for 
the  future,  to  take  care  of  the  reft  himfelf,  and  im- 
mediately ordered  them  to  be  carried  on  board  the 
fleet.  Thus,  by  a  duplicity  of  conduct,  without 
lofing  the  confidence  of  the  caciques,  he  conferred 
an  obligation  on  Motezuma,  the  greatnefs  of  whofe 
power  made  him  unwilling  to  provoke  his  refent- 
ment. 

The  moderation  with  which  the  Spaniards  behav- 
ed towards  their  allies,  was  quickly  made  known  to 
the  neigbouring  diftricts,  and  in  a  few  days,  Cortes 
was  vifited  by  above  thirty  caciques  of  the  moun- 
tains within  fight  of  Quiabiflan  ;  thefe  fwore  to  be 
faithful  to  the  king  of  Spain,  and  offered  to  affift 
Cortes  againfl  Motezuma. 

Cortes  now  refolved  to  fettle  the  corporation  of 
Villa  Rica  de  la  Cruz,  which  had  hitherto  moved 
with  the  army  •,  for  which  purpofe  he  pitched  upon 
a  plain  between  Quiabiflan  and  the  fea,  where  the 
foil  was  extremely  fertile^  well  watered  with  ri- 
vers, and  abounding  with  trees,  that  were  commo- 
dioufly  fituated  for  the  cutting  of  timber  for  build- 
ing. They  began  with  laying  the  foundation  of  a 
church,  and  the  Spaniards,  being  affiffod  by  their 
Indian  friends,  both  that  and  the  houfes  were  foon 
erected ;  for  the  officers,  and  even  Cortes  himfelf, 
fet  an  example  to  the  reit,  by  performing  the  moft 
difficult  work  :  by  this  means  the  town  was  foon 
compleated,  and  encompaffed  with  a  mud  wall,"  fuf- 
ficient  to  defend  it  againil  all  the  methods  of  attack 
uied  by  the  Indians. 

7  U 
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In  the  mean  time,  Motezuma  being  informed  that 
the  cacique  of  Zempoalla,  whofe  fidelity  was  fuf- 
peeled,  had  admitted  the  flrangers  into  his  town  ; 
refolved  not  only  to  chaftize  this  rebellious  tributary, 
but  to  march  in  perfon  againfl  the  Spaniards.  But 
his  preparations  for  this  enterprize  were  fufpended 
by  the  arrival  df  the  twd  Indians,  who  had  been  re- 
leafed  by  Cortes.  Thefe  gave  an  account  of  their 
imprifonment ;  of  their  owing  their  liberty  to  the  cap- 
tain of  the  flrangers  ;  of  his  courteous  treatment  * 
and  the  meffage  he  had  ordered  them  to  deliver: 
upon  which  Motezuma's  anger  was  mitigated,  and 
he  refolved  to  have  again  recourfe  to  negotiation. 

The  Mexican  ambaffadors  arrived  juft  as  the  new 
fettlement  and  fortrefs  of  Vera  Cruz  was  compleated. 
Thefe  were  two  young  men  who  were  the  emperor's 
nephews,  attended  by  four  ancient  caciques,  who 
were  to  ferve  as  counfellors  They  had  a  fplendid 
retinue,  and  the  prefent*  which  confided  of  gold9 
feathers  and  cotton,  was  valued  by  the  Spaniards  at 
2000  pieces  of  eight.  They  told  Cortes  that  the  em- 
peror was  determined  to  chaftize  the  caciques,  till 
the  account  he  had  received  of  his  behaviour  had 
induced  him  to  fufpend  his  vengeance  -,  that  he  how- 
ever hoped  he  would  foon  quit  that  country,  fince 
the  obftacles  which  oppofed  his  coming  to  court, 
were  in  their  own  nature  unfurmountable. 

Cortes,  according  to  his  ufual  cuftom,  received 
the  prefents  made  him  by  the  emperor,  with  great 
refpect,  and  ordering  the  four  imprifoned  officers  to 
be  brought  afhore,  delivered  them  to  the  ambaffa- 
dors •,  obferving,  that  he  was  highly  pleafed  at  hav- 
ing fuch  an  opportunity  of  fhewing  his  regard  to 
the  emperor :  that  he  thought  the  infolence  of  the 
caciques  in  fome  meafure  excufabie  -,  from  the  ex- 
travagant behaviour  of  the  officers  themfelves,  who 
not  fatisfied  with  the  ufual  tribute,  had  the  inhuma- 
nity to  demand  twenty  Indians  for  their  facrifices. 
That  he    thought    himfelf  obliged   to   the   caciques 
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for  admitting  and  entertaining  him  in  their  territo- 
ries, and  therefore  could  not  help  interceding  with 
Motezuma  on  their  behalf;  efpecially  as  they,  to- 
gether with  the  caciques  of  the  mountains,  were 
now  in  a  peculiar  manner  urflier  his  protection : 
that  he  would  communicate  the  particulars  of  his 
embafly  when  he  mould  appear  in  the  emperor's  pre- 
fence ;  and  that  no  impediments  or  danger  mould 
prevent  his  receiving  that  favour.  With  this  refo- 
lute  anfwer,  and  fome  prefents  to  the  ambaiTadors, 
and  others  for  Motezuma,  he  difmifTed  them,  great- 
ly diiTatisfied  at  his  obftinacy. 

Not  long  after  thefe  tranfactions,  the  cacique  of 
Zempoalla  came  to  Vera  Cruz,  and  told  Cortes,  that 
the  time  was  now  come  for  him  to  protect  his  coun- 
try againft  the  Mexicans,  who  had  arrived  at  Zim- 
pazingo,  whence  they  made  excurfions  into  his  dis- 
trict, deftroying  the  corn  fields,  and  committing 
other  acts  of  hoitility.  -  Cortes  thought  himfelf 
obliged  to  fnpport  his  new  allies,  and  that  it  would  I 
not  become  him  to  furTer  the  infolence  of  the  Mexi- 
cans in  a  manner  within  his  fight.  He  therefore 
defired  the  cacique  to  provide  Indians  to  carry  his 
baggage,  and  draw  his  artillery  ;  which  being  done, 
he  fet  out  at  the  head  of  400  Spaniards,  leaving  the 
reft  in  the  fortrefs  of  Vera  Cruz.  On  his. palling  by 
Zempoalla,  he  was  joined  by  2000  armed  Indians, 
affembled  by  the  cacique,  to  ferve  under  him  in  this 
expedition.  The  fame  night  he  quartered  his  troops 
three  leagues  from  Zimpazingo,  and  the  next  day 
in  the  afternoon  difcovered  the  town,  fituated  on  the 
top  of  a  fmall  hill  among  great  rocks,  which  con- 
cealed part  of  the  buildings,  and  rendered  it  difficult 
of  accefs. 

The  Spaniards  with  much  fatigue  paiTed  over 
the  rocks,  without  meeting  with  the  lead  refiftance ; 
but  jult  as  they  were  preparing  to  attack  the  town, 
in  feveral  places  at  once,  eight  ancient  priefts  ap- 
peared, clothed  in  black  mantles  .that  reached  to 
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the  ground,  the  upper  part  gathered  about  the  neck, 
and  a  piece  hanging  looie  in  the  form  of  a  hood  : 
they  had  long  hair  which  was  clotted,  and  their  hands 
and  faces  itained  with  the  blood  of  human  facrifkes. 
Thefe  men  approached  the  general  with  marks  of  the 
mod  humble  fubmiflion,  and  foon  convinced  him 
that  he  had  been  impofed  upon;  fince  Motezuma's 
troops  had  retired  fome  time  before,  and  that  this 
was  only  an  artifice  of  his  allies  who  were  their  inve- 
terate enemies,  in  order  to  make  him  the  inftrument 
of  their  deftru&ion.  Cortes  being  provoked  at  the 
deceit,  ordered  the  captains  Olido  and  Alverado  to 
march  with  their  companies,  and  aflemble  the  In- 
dians, who  had  advanced  before  to  get  into  the  town. 
They  were  now  bufy  in  plundering  it,  and  making 
prifoners,  and  being  brought  into  his  prefence,  loaded 
with  booty,  and  followed  by  the  miferable  inhabi- 
tants crying  aloud  for  juftice,  he  commanded  them 
to  deliver  up  the  goods  to  the  priefls,  that  they  might 
reitore  them  to  the  proper  owners.  Then  calling  for 
the  Zempoallan  captains,  told  them  with  a  threaten- 
ing voice,  that  they  had  forfeited  their  lives  by  their 
prefumption,  in  engaging  him,  by  deceit,  to  compafs 
their  revenge.  Having  reprimanded  the  Zempoallans, 
he  ordered  them  to  lodge  without  the  town,  while  he 
himfelf  entering  it  with  the  Spaniards,  was  received 
with  the  applaufes  due  to  a  deliverer,  and  vifited  by 
the  cacique,  with  others  in  that  neighbourhood,  who 
voluntary  acknowledged  themfelves  fubjecl  to  the 
king  of  Spain.  He  now  formed  a  fcheme  for  recon- 
ciling thefe  Indians  and  the  Zempoallans,  which  he 
had  the  happinefs  to  effect ~;  and  having  made  them 
friends,  he  returned  to  Vera  Cruz,  leaving  his  repu- 
tation and  intereft  highly  advanced  by  the  ifliie  of 
this  expedition,  which  he  had  too  creduloufly  un- 
dertaken •,  and  thus,  like  a  confummate  politician, 
he  made  even  his  very  errors  contribute  to  his  grand 
defign. 
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On  his  return,  he  found  the  caciques  of  Zempoalla 
waiting  for  him  at  fome  diftance  from  the  town,  with 
a  large  quantity  of  provifions  for  the  refrefhment  of 
the  army  -,  when  obferving  that  chief  appeared  afliamed 
of  his  conduct,  he  afiured  him  that  he  had  laid  afide 
his  difpieafure,  and  they  having  entered  the  town  to- 
gether, the  cacique  made  him  a  prefent  of  eight  of 
the  moft  beautiful  virgins,  whe  were  of  good  fa- 
milies :  they  were  adorned  with  gold  necklaces  and 
pendants,  and  attended  by  ieveral  women  fervants. 
Seven  of  thefe  the  cacique  alldted  for  the  captains, 
and  the  other  being  his  own  niece,  he  recommended 
as  a  wife  to  Cortes,  in  order  that  their  friendfhip 
might  be  ftrengthened  by  the  ties  of  blood.  The 
general  returned  him  thanks,  and  let  him  know  that 
it  Was  unlawful  for  a  Spaniard  to  marry  any  woman, 
who  was  an  idolater,  and  took  this  opportunity  of 
declaring  againft  their  idolatry  and  fuperftition. 

Soon  after  the  Zempoallans  affembled  in  one  of 
their  moft  folemn  feftivals,  in  order  to  offer  human  I 
facrifices,  which  were  performed  with  horrible  cere- 
monies •,  when  the  wretched  victims  being  cut  to 
pieces  were  fold  to  the  people  as  facred  food.  Cortes 
being  foon  informed  of  this  affair,  was  filled  with  in- 
dignation, and  forgetting  every  other  motive,  ordered 
the  cacique  and  principal  Indians,  who  attended 
him,  to  be  brought  before  him,  and  with  them  pro- 
ceeded to  the  temple,  followed  by  his  troops.  The 
priefts  being  informed  of  his  approach,  immediately 
ran  to  the  gate,  and  with  loud  and  hideous  outcries 
called  the  people  to  the  defence  of  their  gods.  At 
which  fome  armed  Indians  polled  themfelves  in  the 
avenues  of  the  temples ;  when  Cortes  feeing  the  in- 
habitants affembling  in  great  numbers,  ordered  Ma- 
rina to  tell  them  aloud,  that  the  firft  arrow  they  mould 
let  fly,  he  would  order  the  throats  of  the  cacique  and 
all  the  principal  Indians  in  his  power  to  be  cut,  and 
then  pnnifh  their  preiiimption  with  fire  and  fword, 
The  cacique  trembled  at  this  dreadful  menace,  and 
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commanding  them  to  lay  down  their  arms  and  retire, 
they  obeyed  with  the  utmoft  expedition.  Cortes  then 
•began  to  declaim  againft  the  -barbarity  and  abfurdity 
of  their  religion,  and  at  length  propofed  to  the  In- 
dians, that  they  themfelves  (hould  afcend  the  fleps9 
and  overthrow  the  idols  with  their  own  hands  :  but 
proftrating  themfelves  upon  the  ground,  they  declared 
with  tears  and  the  mod  dreadful  lamentations,  that 
they  would  fuffer  all  the  extremeft  tortures  he  could 
invent,  rather  than  be  guilty  of  committing  fuch  an 
impious  facrilege.  Cortes  giving  the  command  to  his 
foldiers,  the  idols  were  in  an  inftant  thrown  down  and 
broken  to  pieces  ;  while  the  Indians  flood  motionlefs 
with  horror,  every  moment  expecting  to  fee  the  im- 
mediate vengeance  of  heaven  fall  on  theie  impious 
men  :  but  at  length  perceiving  that  they  remained 
unhurt,  and  that  the  gods  were  unable  to  defend 
themfelves,  their  horror  fubfided,  and  changed  into 
fuch  contempt,  that  they  themfelves  joined  with 
:the  Spaniards  in  burning  the  fragments  of  their 
idols  -9  and  the  next  day  mafs  was  celebrated  in  that 
very  temple. 

The  Spaniards  now  returned  to  Vera  Cruz  ;  and 
the  fame  day  they  reached  that  new  colony,  a  vefTel 
arrived  from  Cuba,  commanded  by  Francifco  de 
Salcedo,  which  brought  Captain  Luis  Martin,  ten 
foldiers,  and  two  horfes.  By  thefe  gentlemen  the 
general  was  informed,  that  Velafquez  had  obtained 
the  title  of  King's  Lieutenant  of  the  ifland  of  Cuba, 
with  a  commiffion  to  trade  and  make  fettlements  in 
the  new  difcovered  countries,  and  that  he  was  re- 
folved  to  put  a  flop  to  Cortes's  proceedings.  Upon 
this  information,  the  latter  was  determined  to  lay  the 
affair  before  the  king  :  at  his  defire  the  council  of 
Vera  Cruz  wrote  a  particular  account  of  the  expe- 
dition, and  of  Velafquez's  injurious  behaviour  to- 
wards him  ;  befeeching  his  majefcy,  in  confideration 
of  his  great  merit,  to  grant  him  the  commiffion  of 
Captain-general,  that  he  might  exert  himfelf  in  the 
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fervice  of  his  country,  without  having  any  depen- 
dance  on  the  governor  of  Cuba.  Thefe  difpatches 
were  committed  to  Alonzo  Hernandes  Portocarrero 
and  Francifco  Montejo  :  but  Cortes  thinking  that  the 
fifth  part  of  the  gold  they  had  collected  would  be  but 
a  trifling  prefent  for  the  king,  prevailed  with  the 
officers  and  foldiers  to  refign  their  (hares  •,  accordingly 
the  above  officers  embarked  for  Spain  on  the  16th  of 
July  1519,  and  carried  alfo  a  particular  prefent  from 
Hernando  to  his  father  Martin  Cortes. 

Thefe  deputies  had  been  but  juft  fent  to  Spain, 
when  fome  of  the  friends  of  Velafquez  privately  con- 
certed the  means  of  efcaping  to  Cuba,  in  order  to 
give  intelligence  to  Velafquez  of  thefe  proceedings. 
For  this  purpofe  they  had  fecured  one  of  the  veffels  ; 
but  in  the  very  night  when  they  were  going  to  em- 
bark, one  of  the  accomplices  went  to  Cortes,  and 
informed  him  of  the  whole  fcheme.  He  took  his 
meafures  with  fuch  fuccefs,  that  he  feized  all  the  per- 
forms concerned  •,  who  being  brought  to  their  trial,  two 
of  the  ringleaders  were  condemned  to  be  hanged, 
others  to  other  punifhments,  and  the  reft  were  par- 
doned. 

Cortes  being  very  much  difturbed  at  this  confpi- 
racy,  which  might  again  break  out  fo  as  to  difconcert 
his  whole  fcheme,  formed  a  refolution,  that  at  once 
evinced  the  greStnefs  and  intrepidity  of  his  mind: 
this  was  to  deftroy  the  (hips,  that  the  foldiers  being 
deprived  of  all  means  of  efcape,  might  act  with 
greater  ardour  and  unanimity,  from  their  having  no 
other  choice  but  to  conquer  or  die.  Having  com- 
municated this  important  fcheme  to  his  confidents, 
they  exerted  themfelves  amongft  the  foldiers  in  fuch 
a  manner,  that  they  themfelves  went  to  perfuade  him 
to  agree  to  it.  Orders  were  accordingly  given  for 
bringing  on  fhore  the  iron  work,  anchors,  fails,  and 
every  thing  that  might  be  of  ufe,  and  then  to  fmk 
them  all,  except  the  boats,  which  were  referved  for 
fifhing,  • 
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But  no  fooner  had  Cortes  taken  this  extraordinary 
flep,  than  all  the  advantage  of  it  feemed  to  be  de- 
ftroyed  by  an  accident  that  could  not  poffibly  be  fore- 
feen,  and  which  it  was  therefore  impofllble  for  him 
to  avoid.  This  was  the  arrival  of  a  fmall  fquadron 
upon  the  coaft,  of  which  he  received  advice  by  an 
exprefs  from  Juan  de  Efcalante.  He  immediately 
went  to  Vera  Cruz,  and  at  his  arrival  perceived  one 
of  the  vefTels  at  anchor  at  a  considerable  diftance  from 
the  more,  where  were  landed  three  Spaniards,  one  of 
whom  was  a  public  notary.  Cortes  went  to  them 
with  a  fmall  party,  when  the  notary  delivered  to  him 
a  writing,  which  contained  in  fubftance,  that  the  go- 
vernor of  Jamaica  laid  claim  to  a  part  of  that  country, 
and  therefore  lent  to  inform  Cortes,  that  he  was  not 
to  make  a  fettlement  there.  Cortes  declined  taking 
the  paper,  and  very  mildly  told  him,  that  it  would 
be  better  if  Captain  Pineda,  who  he  understood  was 
the  commander  of  the  fquadron,  would  come  on 
ihore,  in  order  that  they  might  adjuft  the  affair  in  an 
amicable  manner.  But  finding  that  nobody  came,  he 
directed  three  of  his  men  to  put  on  the  prifoners 
cloaths,  and  to  go  down  to  the  fea-fide,  where  they 
were  to  make  fignals  with  their  cloaks.  In  confe- 
quence  of  this  ftratagem  a  boat  came  off  from  the 
fhip  with  twelve  men  well  armed,  and  four  men  land- 
ing, with  an  Indian,  advanced  toward  them.  By 
which  ftratagem  he  got  thefe  into  his  hands ;  but  the 
boat's  crew  rowed  back  to  the  vefTel,  which  foon  after 
weighed  anchor  and  ftood  to  fea.  Thefe  men  readily 
inlifted  under  him,  and  Cortes  returned  with  a  fmall 
recruit  of  feven  Spaniards,  which  was  then  efteemed 
a  very  confiderable  reinforcement. 

Having  formed  his  little  army,  and  appointed  an 
advanced  party  to  reconnoitre,  Cortes  began  his 
march  toward  Mexico,  on  the  16th  of  Auguft  15 19, 
and  in  the  way  was  kindly  entertained  at  the  towns 
belonging  to  the  confederates,  in  each  of  which  places 
he  erected  a  crofs,  and  exhorted  the  people  to  forbear 
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offering  human  facrifices.  They  now  entered  upon 
the  rough  part  of  the  mountains,  where  they  were 
obliged  to  march  for  three  days  over  rocks  and  pre- 
cipices, in  cold  and  rainy  weather,  without  any  thing 
to  fhelter  themfelyes  from  the  inclemency  of  the  air. 

They  next  entered  into  the  large  and  populous 
province  of  Zocathlan,  where  in  a  valley  at  the  foot 
of  a  mountain,  was  a  city  of  the  fame  name,  in  which 
the  cacique  refided.  Cortes  fent  two  Zempoallans  to 
inform  this  prince  of  his  arrival,  who  foon  returned 
with  a  favourable  anfwer.  The  cacique  came  out  of 
the  city  with  a  great  retinue,,  and  received  the  ge- 
neral with  a  kind  of  forced  civility.  The  Spaniards 
here  found  very  incommodious  quarters  ;  Cortes, 
however,  concealed  his  refentment,  in  order  to  give 
that  prince  no  opportunity  of  engaging  him  in  hofti- 
lities  that  would  inevitably  obftrucl:  his  march. 

The  next  day  the  cacique  vifited  Cortes  at  his 
quarters,  when  the  latter  received  him  with  great 
civility,  and  among  other  queftions,  afked  whether 
he  was  fubjeel:  to  the  emperor  of  Mexico  ?  when  the 
other  replied,  Is  there  any  man  upon  earth,  who  is 
not  a  flave  to  Motezuma  ?  To  which  Cortes  fcorn- 
fully  replied,  That  he  himfelf,  and  thofe  who  accom- 
panied him,  obeyed  another  king  who  had  many 
fubjecte  more  powerful  than  Motezuma.  But  the 
cacique,  without  attending  to  thefe  words,  proceeded 
to  dii'play  the  grandeur  of  his  emperor  -,  the  provinces 
under  his  dominion,  he  faid,  were  innumerable,  and 
obferved  that  he  had  many  lords  who  ferved  bare-foot 
in  his  palace,  with  their  eyes  fixed  on  the  ground ; 
adding,  that  he  refided  in  the  largeft,  mo  ft  beautiful, 
and  ftrongefl  city  in  the  univerfe?  founded  in  the 
midft  of  lakes. 

Cortes  eafily  difcovered  the  intent  of  this  difcourfe, 
which  had  been  dictated  by  the  court  of  Mexico,  to 
deter  him  from  proceeding  -,  but  feeming  not  to  pe- 
netrate into  his  defign,  he  replied  that  he  was  already 
informed  of  Motezuma's  grandeur,  and  that  his  em- 
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foaffy  being  peaceable,  his  men  were  appointed  rather 
to  fhew  his  authority,  than  as  a  martial  guard  \  but 
yet  the  moil  inconfiderable  Spaniard  was  able  to  over- 
throw a  whole  army  of  Indians.  That  he  fought  for 
peace ;  but  if  he  was  compelled  to  engage  in  war,  he 
would  deftroy  his  enemies  with  fire  and  fword ;  for 
nature  would  affift  him  with  her  prodigies,  and 
heaven  with  its  lightning.  This  rodomontade  had  a 
furprifing  effect,  and  the  cacique  was  fo  over-awed 
by  it,  that  he  entirely  altered  his  conduct,  and  fup- 
plied  the  Spaniards  with  provifions  in  great  plenty* 
during  the  five  days  Cortes  fiaid  there. 

Cortes  now  proceeded  on  his  march  to  the  province 
pf  Tlafcala,  that  bordered  upon  Zocathlan,  and  for' 
feveral  days  nothing  considerable  happened  :  but 
afterward  hearing  that  the  whole  country  was  in 
arms,  he  refolved  to  halt  at  a  frnall  town  called 
Xacazingo,  till  he  mould  be  better  informed  of  their 
defigns. 

The  province  of  Tlafcala  was  about  50  leagues  in 
circumference,  and  though  the  land  was  mountainous 
and  uneven,  it  abounded  with  inhabitants.  The  ca- 
pital was  built  upon  different  eminences.  The  peo- 
ple at  firil  were  governed  by  kings,  till  growing  weary 
of  their  tyranny,  they  fiiook  off  the  yoke,  and  formed 
themfelves  into  a  regular  commonwealth. 

To  this  republic  Cortes  lent  four  of  the  principal 
Zempoallans,  who  were  fully  inftructed  by  Aguilar 
and  Marina,  how  to  addrefs  the  Senate,  in  demanding 
a  paffage  for  the  Spaniards  through  their  territories. 
They  initantly  put  on  the  appearance  of  ambaffadors, 
each  wearing  on  his  moulder  a  wreathed  cotton-tippet 
knotted  at  the  ends  \  in  the  right  hand  a  large  arrow, 
and  on  the  left  arm  a  target,  formed  of  tortoife-fhell. 
Upon  thefe  occafions,  when  the  purport  of  the  em- 
baffy  was  war,  the  feathers  of  the  arrow  were  red ; 
but  when  their  errand  was  peace,  they  were  white. 
By  thefe  fymbols  the  ambaffadors  were  known  and 
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refpected  on  the  high  roads ;  but  if  they  turned  afide 
they  forfeited  their  privileges. 

Cortes's  four  envoys  on  their  entering  Tlafcala, 
were  conducted  to  a  houfe  fet  apart  for  the  reception 
of  ambaffadors,  and  the  next  day  brought  into  the 
fenate.~  After  a  fhort  conference,  the  fenators  told 
the  ambafTadors,  that  they  gratefully  received  the 
falutation  of  the  confederates •,  but  muft  deliberate 
upon  the  anfwer  to  be  returned  to  the  ftrangers.  The 
Indians  then  retired  to  their  lodging,  when  Cortes's 
demand  produced  very  obfiinate  debates,  fome  in- 
filling upon  repelling  him  by  force  of  arms,  and 
others  propofing  a  compliance  with  his  requeft.  The 
chief  of  thofe  who  efpoufed  pacific  fentiments  was  an 
old  fenator  named  Magifcatzen,  a  perfon  of  great  au- 
thority in  the  republic,  who  reminded  them  of  a  pro- 
phecy, that  an  invincible  race  of  men  would  come 
from  the  eaft,  with  fuch  dominion  over  the  elements, 
that  they  fhould  form  floating  cities  upon  the  feas, 
and  ufe  fire  and  air  to  fubdue  the  earth.  Thefe 
ftrangers  he  alleged  were  certainly  the  people  fore- 
told •,  and,  that  as  they  only  defired  a  palfage  through 
their  country,  they  could  not  refufe  it  without  being 
guilty  of  incivility  to  thofe  who  had  never  injured 
them,  nor  without  difrefpect  to  their  allies,  by  whom 
they  werefo  warmly  recommended. 

Magifcatzen's  fpeech  was  received  with  applaufe  ; 
but  the  favourable  difpofitions  he  infpired  were  in- 
tirely  changed  by  the  interpofition  of  Xicotencal  their 
general,  a  young  man  animated  by  ambition,  who 
ridiculed  the  prophecy,  and  reprefented  the  Spaniards 
as  common  men,  whofe  velfels  and  amis  were  pro- 
duced by  human  art,  whole  valour  w^s  not  ^uncom- 
mon, and  whole  pride,  cruelty,  and  avarice,  were 
intolerable.  He  -tnerefore  earntftly  intreated  that 
they  would  allow  him  to  afTemble  the  forces,  and  ex- 
terminate them  at  once,  as  the  opprefTors  of  their 
country  and  the  enemies  of  their  religion. 

Thefe 
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Thefe  arguments  had  great  weight  with  a  people 
ambitious  of  military  glory  :  they  therefore  ordered 
their  general  to  try  his  ftrength  with  the  Chriftians, 
but  detained  the  ambafTadors. 

Cortes  having  waited  eight  days  for  the  return  of 
his  ambafTadors,  determined  to  continue  his  march 
towards  the  city  of  Tlafcala,  that  in  cafe  they  were 
refoived  on  hoftilities,  he  might  attack  them  before 
they  were  joined  by  their  allies  y  by  which  prudent 
refolution  he  prevented  their  obtaining  time  to  guard 
a  ftrong  ftone  wall  which  was  20  feet  thick,  and  9 
feet  high,  with  a  parapet  upon  the  top  :  it  reached 
crofs  the  valley,  extending  from  one  mountain  to 
another,  and  had  no  other  entrance  but  in  the  mid- 
dle, where  the  tv/o  ends  circularly  croiTed  each  other 
for  the  fpace  of  ten  paces,  and  might  have  eafily  been 
defended  againft  all  invaders.  The  Spaniards 
having  pahed  this  wall  without  oppofition,  marched 
in  good  order  with  their  artillery  ready,  and  with  ad- 
vanced parties  to  prevent  furpnze,  Thefe  parties  at 
length  difcovered  20  or  30  Indians  at  a  confiderable 
diftance,  who  by  their  plumes  appeared  to  be  foldiers. 
The  Indians  took  to  their  heels,  till  having  joined  the 
main  body,  which  was  at  fome  diftance,  they  faced 
about,  and  flood  in  a  poll u re  of  defence.  At  this 
inftant  the  Spanifh  infantry  came  up,  formed  them- 
felves  into  a  battalion,  and  with  the  fir  it  volley  of  the 
fire-arms  threw  the  Indians  into  di  (order.  Of  this 
the  Spaniards  taking  advantage  fell  upon  them  with 
fuch  refolution,  that  in  a  fhort  time  they  quitted  the 
field.       - 

Proceeding  on  their  march  the  next  day,  they  were 
oppofed  by  a  larger  body  of  the  enemy,  which  ad- 
vanced with  great  noife,  and  having  difcharged  a 
flight  of  arrows  and  a  large  quantity  of  ilones  from 
their  flings,  retreated,  making  a  kind  of  running 
fight  •,  but  Cortes  imagining  that  this  retreat  was  on- 
ly a  (Iratagem,  followed  in  clofe  order,  till  having 
reached  the  top  of  a  hill  he  difcovered  a  plain,  where 
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was  an  army  of  about  40,000  men,  compofed  of 
various  nations,  diftinguiftied  by  the  colours  of  their 
cnfigns  and  plumes.  The  Spaniards  boldly  marched 
down  the  hill;  formed  on  the  even  ground,  and 
moved  on  to  the  attack,  while  the  Indians  ftill  retired, 
till  finding  them  at  a  diftance  from  the  hill,  they 
opened  to  the  right  and  left,  and  ran  furioufly  to 
occupy  the  ground  on  both  fides,  and  then  clofing  in 
a  circle,  furrounded  the  Spaniards,  who  found  it  ne- 
ceflary  to  throw  themfelves  into  art  hollow  fquare,  in 
order  to  fufrain  the  fury  of  the  affailants.  The  air 
was  foon  darkened  with  the  arrows,  darts  and  {tones, 
which  fell  upon  the  Spaniards,  till  the  Indians  ob- 
ferving  the  little  effect  of  thefe  mi-dive  weapons,- 
boldly  attacked  them  with  their  pikes  and  fwords: 
But  the  artillery  fwept  down  whole  companies  ;  the 
fmall  arms  killed  them  in  heaps,  and- Cortes  breaking 
in  among  them  with  his  horfe,  flew  and  trampled 
tinder  foot  all  that  came  in  his  way.  During  the 
battle  Pedro  de  Moron,  who  was  mounted  on  horfe- 
back,  was  furrounded  and  taken  by  the  Indians  after 
having  received  feveral  wounds -,  but  though  he  was 
foon  releafed  by  the  reft  of  the  cavalry,  his  horfe  was 
killed. 

The  Spaniards  being  greatly  fatigued,  began  to  be 
dubious  of  fuccefs,  when  the  cries  of  the  enemy  fud-» 
denly  ceafed,  and  this  filence  was*  followed  by  the 
noife  of  horns  and  drums  founding  a  retreat.  The 
enemy  then  moving  off  (lowly,  left  the  field  to  the 
Chriftians :  but  notwithftanding  the  lofs  of  mod  of 
their  officers,  they  entered  their  quarters  in  triumph, 
with  the  horfe's  head  carried  as  a  trophy  before  the 
general,  who  fent  it  to  Tlafcala,  where  it  was  facri- 
ficed  with  extraordinary  folemnity  in  one  of  the  tem- 
ples. Nine  or  ten  of  the  Spanifri  foldiers,  and  many 
of  the  Zempoalians,  who  were  fired  by  the  example 
pf  the  Spaniards,  were  wounded  in  this  battle,  which 
was  no  fooner  over,  than  Cortes  obferving  a  fmall 
town  on  an  eminence  that  commanded  the  country, 
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marched  thither,  and  had  the  fatisfaction  of  finding  it 
well  fupplied  with  provisions. 

The  fentimen'ts  of  the  Tlafcalans  were  frill  divided ; 
for  while  fome  cried  out  for  peace,  others  were  equally- 
eager  for  continuing  the  war :  Xicotencal  demanded 
fupplies  to  revenge  the  lofs  they  had  fuffered,  and 
one  of  the  confederates  arriving  at  the  fame  time 
with  10,000  men,  this  fuccour  encouraged  them  to 
profecute  the  war  with  frefh  vigour.  In  the  mean 
time  the  four  Zempoallan  ambaiTadors  returned  by 
different  ways  to  the  Spaniards,  and  informed  Cortes* 
that  as  foon  as  Xicotencal  took  the  field,  they  were 
put  in  a  prifon,  and  deilined  by  the  Tlafcalans  as  fa- 
crifices  to  the  God  of  war,  but  that  they  had  happily 
found  means  to  make  their  efcape. 

Though  a  profound  flillnefs  reigned  throughout  the 
country,  Cortes  was  far  from  imagining  that  he  was 
out  of  danger ;  he  therefore  refolved  to  maintain  his 
poll  •,  but  forefeeing  that  the  Indians  would  interpret 
his  inaction  as  proceeding  from  fear,  he  refolved  the 
next  morning  to  reconnoitre  the  country,  in  order  to 
gain  intelligence  %  and  therefore  marched  out  with  all 
his  horfe  and  200  foot,  which  equally  confided  of 
Spaniards  and  Zempoallans.  He  advanced  as  far  as 
fome  villages  in  the  road  to  Tlafcala,  where  he  found 
great  (lore  of  provifions,  and  made  feveral  prifoners, 
by  whom  he  was  informed  that  Xicotencal  was  en- 
(camped  about  two  leagues  from  thence,  and  em- 
ployed in  recruiting  and  augmenting  his  army. 

The  Zempoallans  being  now  highly  incenfed  againft 
the  Tlafcalans,  Cortes  permitted  them  to  deftroy  the 
country  with  fire  and  fword,  and  then  returned  to  the 
camp,  where  he  fet  at  liberty  all  his  prifoners,  and 
among  thofe  who  had  been  taken  the  day  before,  he 
chofe  two  or  three  to  carry  a  mefTage  to  Xicotencal, 
in  which  he  expreffed  his  concern  for  the  lofs  he  had 
fuftained  in  the  battle  -9  and  defired  that  he  would 
now  confent  to  an  accommodation,  otherwife  he 
fhould  make  the  name  of  Tlafcala  a  terror  to  its 
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neighbours.  The  prifoners  at  their  departure  pro- 
mised to  bring  him  an  anfwer  •,  and  a  few  hours 
after  they  kept  their  word  ;  but  returned  bloody  and 
mangled  by  XicotencaPs  order,  for  prefurning  to 
deliver  iuch  a  meffage  :  with  an  anf  er  that  Xico- 
tencal  would  meet  the  Chridians  as  foon  as  the  fun 
arofe,  when  he  did  not  doubt  but  that  he  fhcuid 
carry  them  alive  to  the  altars  of  his  god  ;  and  that  to 
Ihew  how  little  he  feared  him,  he  gave  him  notice 
of  his  refolutiori,  that  he  might  have  time  to  prepare 
himfelf. 

Cortes,  though  piqued  at  XicotencaPs  infolence, 
would  not  neglect  his  advice  :  but  at  day-break  took 
poffeffion  of  a  fpot  where  he  could  receive  the  enemy 
with  advantage.  In  a  fnort  time  the  fcouts  returned 
with  intelligence,  that  the  enemy  were  upon  their 
march,  and  foon  after  they  appeared,  when  their 
number  amounted  to  above  50,000  men,  confining 
of  the  whole  ftrength  of  the  republic  and  its  allies. 
They  difplayed  a  large  golden  eagle,  which  was  the 
enfign  of  Tlafcala,  and  was  never  brought  into  the 
field,  but  upon  the  greater!  undertakings,  and  at  firft 
feemed  to  advance  with  equal  expedition  and  intre- 
pidity. On  their  coming  within  cannon  fhot,  the 
artillery  filled  them  with  fuch  terror  that  they  halted 
for  fome  time;  but  at  length  rufhed  forward  in  a 
throng  till  they  were  near  enough  to  ufe  their  flings 
and  arrows,  when  they  were  a  fecond  time  flopt  by 
the  difcharge  of  the  fire-arms  and  crofs-bows.  But 
at  length  they  burft  upon  the  Spaniards  like  a  torrent, 
and  broke  their  ranks  by  mere  dint  of  v/eight  and 
multitude  :  they,  however,  formed  again ;  when  on 
a  fudden  a  great  disturbance  appeared  among  the 
enemy,  whofe  troops  moved  to  and  fro,  and  turned 
their  arms  againft  each  other,  till  at  length  they  re- 
tired in  a  tumultuous  meaner. 

The  caufe  of  this  difturbance  and  retreat  was  after- 
ward found  to  be  owing  to  the  infolence  of  Xico- 
tencal  in  upbraiding  one  of  the  confederate  caciques 
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with  cowardice,  for  not  advancing  when  the  reft  were 
engaged.  The  Indian  chief  who  had  10,000  men. 
tinder  his  command,  returned  an  angry  anfwer,  which 
being  followed  by  a  challenge,  the  other  caciques 
efpoufed  their  friend's  quarrel,  and  immediately  re- 
tired. Upon  which  Xicotencal,  finding  himfelf  aban- 
doned by  his  allies,  and  having  feen  a  great  number 
of  his  people  (lain  upon  the  fpot,  left  the  field. 

It  is  faid  that  Cortes  loft  only  a  fingle  ibldier  on 
this  occafion  ->  however,  feveral  of  the  men  were  very 
much  difcouraged  at  their  having  been  put  into  dis- 
order, and  loudly  declared,  that  they  would  not  fa- 
crifice  their  lives  to  Cortes's  obftinacy,  but  return  by 
themielves  to  Vera  Cruz,  and  leave  him  alone  to  fol- 
low the  dictates  of  his  ambition.  This  fpirit  of  mu- 
tiny made  it  necefTary  for  Cortes  to  arTemble  the  fol- 
diers,  when  he  exerted  his  eloquence  with  fuch  fuc- 
cefs,  that  one  of  the  mutineers  cried  aloud,  "  Fellow- 
"  foldiers,  our  general  is  in  the  right,  we  cannot 
"  now  retire  without  being  inevitably  loft;"  and  this 
opinion  was  immediately  afTented  to  by  the  whole 
army. 

Mean  while  the  Tlafcalans  were  fo  intimidated  by 
the  ill  fuccefs  of  the  fecond  battle,  that  they  cried 
aloud  for  peace  with  the  ftrangers,  whom  they 
efteemed  invincible.  But  the  fenate  concluding  they 
were  magicians,  refolded  to  oppofe  inchantment 
againfl  inchantment,  and  therefore  consulted  their 
wizards,  who  now  pretended  to  have  difcovered  the 
caufe  of  their  defeat.  They  averted  that  the  Spaniards 
were  the  offspring  of  the  Sun,  whence  they  derived  a 
fuperior  power  from  the  warmth  of  his  beams  y  but 
that  when  he  difappeared  they  remained  weak  and 
difpirited.  Hence  they  propofed  that  they  mould  be 
attacked  by  night,  and  utterly  deftroyed  before  they 
could  be  reanimated  by  the  beams  of  their  father. 
This  abfurd  piece  of  intelligence  the  fenate  commu- 
nicated to  Xicotencal,  with  orders  to  execute  it,  and 
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he  immediately  began  to  prepare  for  taking  his  mea~ 
fures  accordingly. 

Mean  while  Cortes  took  particular  care  to  preferve 
the  ftri&eft  difcipline,  and  with  good  reafon  ;  for  on 
the  night  deftined  for  the  attack,  the  out-centinels  dif- 
covered  a  body  of  the  enemy  marching  toward  the 
town  with  unufual  flownefs  and  filence,  when  notice 
being  given  of  their  approach,  the  foldiers  manned  the 
works  without  noife  or  confufion,  and  chearfully  waited 
to  give  them  a  warm  reception.  Xicotencal  had 
10,000  men  under  his  command,  whom  he  ordered  to 
attack  the  quarters  on  three  fides  at  once,  which  they 
did  with  equal  fpeed  and  refolution  \  but  they  met 
with  fuch  a  powerful  and  unexpected  reftftance,  that 
many  were  (lain,  and  the  reft  were  the  more  terrified 
from  their  having  been  confident  that  they  fhould  find 
the  Spaniards  weak  and  unprepared.  Cortes  no  fooner 
perceived  them  retiring  from  the  wall,  than  he  fent 
out  part  of  his  infantry,  and  all  his  horfe,  furnifhed 
with  breaft-plates  full  of  bells,  to  charge  the  Indians, 
who  were  fo  terrified  at  the  unufual  noife,  that  they 
fled  in  confufion,  leaving  a  considerable  number  of 
dead,  and  fome  wounded,  whom  they  were  in  too 
great  a  hurry  to  carry  off.  This  victory  was  obtained 
by  the  lofs  of  one  man,  who  was  a  Zempoallan. 

The  news  of  this  difappointment  foon  reached 
Tlafcala,  when  the  inhabitants  unanimoufly  demanded 
peace,  and  juftice  againft  the  magicians  for  having  • 
deceived  them.  The  fenate  afTembiing,  agreed  to 
punifh  the  impoftors,  two  of  whom  were  immediately 
facrificed  to  their  gods,  and  to  apply  to  the  ftrangers 
for  forgivenefs,  now  firmly  believing  that  they  were 
the  celeftial  people  mentioned  in  the  prophecy.  Mean 
while  a  mefienger  was  fent  to  inform  Xicotencal  of  the 
fenate's  refolution  ;  but  that  general  being  exafperated 
againft  the  Spaniards,  from  whom  he  longed  to  re- 
trieve his  honour,  abfolutely  refilled  to  comply,  and 
refolved  to  make  a  fecond  afiault  by  night :   but  in 
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Order  to  know  the  nature  and  ftrength  of  their  fortifi- 
cations, he  employed  40  foldiers  to  enter  the  Spantfh 
quarters  among  the  neighbouring  pe^fants*  who  re- 
ported thither  to  exchange  provifions  for  baubles* 
Thefe  fpies  had  fpent  the  greateft  part  of  the  morning 
among  the  Spaniards  unfufpected,  till  a  Zempoallan, 
who  had  obferved  one  of  them  narrowly  examining 
the  fortifications,  communicated  his  fufpicion  to 
Cortes,  who  inftantly  ordered  him  to  be  put  to  the 
torture,  when  he  made  a  full  confeflion,  in  confe- 
quence  of  which  his  comrades  were  apprehended,  and 
the  whole  fcheme.  difcovered.  The  general  then 
eaufed  fifteen. of  the  mod  obftinate  of  thefe  fpies  to  be 
punifhed,  fome  by  lofmg  a  hand,  and  others  their 
thumbs,  and  then  difmhTed  them  to  tell  Xicotencal 
that  he  was  prepared  for  his  coming,  and  had  fent  his 
fpies  alive  that  they  might  acquaint  him  with  the  fitua- 
tion  of  his  works. 

At  this  bloody  fpeclacle  the  Indian  army  was  flruck 
with  horror  and  aflonifliment,  and  their  meffage  made 
a  deep  impreflion  on  the  general's  mind.  He  now  be- 
gan to  think  that  the  Spaniards  could  not  have  dif- 
covered his  defign  without  a  fupernatural  information : 
but  while  he  was  reflecting  on  this  fubjecl,  he  was 
accofted  by  feveral  perfons*  fent  by  the  fenate  to  diveft 
him  of  his  command. 

The  Spaniards  expected  an  attack  all  that  night  and 
the  next  day  ;  but  on  the  fucceeding  morning  a  de- 
putation came  from  the  fenate  and  republic  of  Tlaf- 
cala  to  treat  of  peace  :  they  were  allowed  to  enter; 
and  being  introduced  to  Cortes,  they  apologized  for 
what  was  pad,  fued  for  peace,  and  earneftly  entreated 
him  to  march  to  their  city,  where  the  Spaniards  fhould 
be  ferved  and  refpected  as  the  children  of  the  Sun, 
and  the  brothers  of  the  gods.  Cortes  treated  them 
with  an  afieded  feverity,  and  told  them,  that,  how- 
ever, peace  was  agreeable  to  his  inclinations,  and  he 
would  endeavour  to  appeafe  the  anger  of  his  captains. 
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Moteztima  was  greatly  alarmed  at  Cortes's  fuccef& 
againft  the  Tlafcalans,  apprehending  that  (hould  they 
unite  their  forces,  they  might  be  able  to  overturn  his 
whole  empire*  Yet  i-nftead  of  afTembling  an  army  in 
his  own  defence,  he  fent  another  prefent  to  Cortes,  by 
ambafladors  who  were  ordered  to  divert  him  from  his 
intended  journey,  to  watch  over  his  actions,  and  if 
poflible  to  prevent  a  reconciliation  between  him  and 
the  Tlafcalans.  Five  Mexicans  of  the  firfl  rank,  who 
were  charged  with  this  embafly,  arrived  in  the  Spa- 
nifh  quarters,  foon  after  the  minifters  of  the  republic, 
had  departed,  and  were  favourably  received  by  Cortes,, 
who  accepted  of  the  prefent  -,  but  would  not  difpatch 
them  immediately,  as  he  was  defirous  of  having  them 
fee  the  Tlafcalans  humbled  :  and  indeed  they  had  no 
inclination  to  depart,  till  they  had  accomplifhed  the 
real  defign  of  their  embany. 

In  the  mean  time  the  republic  caufed  the  neigh- 
bouring villages  to  furnifh  the  Spanim.  army  with 
provifions  gratis ;  and  in  two  days  Cortes  was  vinted 
by  Xicotencal  at  the  head  of  50  noblemen  of  his  party, 
who  attended  him  with  the  enfigns  of  peace.  He 
was  well  made,  above  the  middle  ftature,  and  had  a 
countenance  that  commanded  refpect.  He  wore  a 
white  mantle  adorned  with  jewels,  and  behaved  be- 
fore Cortes  with  the  free  air  of  a  foldier.  Cortes  com- 
plained, in  the  hearing  of  the  Mexican  ambafTadors* 
with  fome  vehemence,  of  the  unjuft  war  they  had 
carried  on,  but  granted  peace,  and  promifed  that  no 
violence  mould  be  committed  by  the  foldiers.  At 
Xicotencal's  departure  he-  gave  him  his  hand,  and  told, 
him  that  he  would  return  the  vifit  after  he  had  difc 
patched  Motezuma's  ambaffadors* 

The  Mexicans  made  a  jeft  of  the  peace,  and  pre- 
tended that  the  Tlafcalans  only  fought  to  lull  him  into 
fec.urity,  in  order  with  the  greater  eafe  to  deftroy  him 
and  his  foldiers.  But  finding  that  he  was  fixed  in  his 
refolution  to  grant  them  a  peace,  they  defired  him  to 

delay 
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delay  his  march  to  Tlafcala  for  fix  days,  promising  to 
fend  two  of  their  number  to  Mexico,  while  the  reft 
would  flay  to  expect  his  refolution  :  and  as  Cortes  did 
not  think  proper  to  break  with  Motezuma,  he  con- 
fented  to  this  requeSt. 

Within  the  appointed  time  the  ambafifadors  re- 
turned, accompanied  by  fix  perfons  of  high  rank, 
with  a  fplendid  retinue,  bearing  another  prefent  of 
greater  value  than  the  former;  declaring  that  Mote- 
zuma defired  to  be  the  friend  and  confederate  of  the 
great  fovereign  of  the  Spaniards,  and  would  pay  him 
an  annual  tribute,  provided  they  would  enter  into  no 
league  with  the  Tlafcalans,  and  lay  afide  their  defign 
of  comma;  to  Mexico. 

But  Cortes  being  refolved  that  thefe  ambarTadors 
mould  be  witnefs  of  the  peace  with  Tlafcala,  post- 
poned his  anfwer,  refolving  to  detain  them  as  long  as 
he  could,  to  give  Motezuma  the  lefs  time  to  prepare 
for  hoftilities.  Thefe  embadies  fo  greatly  alarmed  the 
Tlafcalans,  that  the  government  came  to  a  refolution 
to  vifit  Cortes  in  the  form  of  a  fenate,  in  order  to  con- 
vince him  of  their  Sincerity,  and  break  off  his  nego- 
ciation  with  the  Mexicans,  They  accordingly  ar- 
rived in  folemn  proceflion,  carried  upon  the  moulders 
of  inferior  officers,  and  followed  by  numerous  atten- 
dants, Cortes  received  them  with  his  ufual  State  and 
civility  -,  and  after  they  were  feated,  was  addreSfed  by 
the  father  of  Xicotencal,  a  blind  old  man  of  a  ve- 
nerable afpecl,  who  told  him,  that  the  fenate  of  Tlaf- 
cala were  come  to  fue  for  peace  on  his  own  terms ;  to 
diSTuade  him  from  entering  into  a  league  with  the 
tyrant  Motezuma';  and  intreated  him  to  honour  their 
city  with  his  prefence.  Cortes  affured  him  that  he 
would  march  to.  Tlafcala,  whenever  the  people  of  the 
neighbouring  villages  were  ready  to  conducl:  his  bag^ 
gage  and  artillery.  The  next  morning  500  tannines, 
or  carriers,  appeared  at.  his  quarters,  and  having 
made  the  proper  difpoSitions,  he  immediately  bsgan 
his  march, 
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The  Spaniards  were  received  by  the  fenators  and 
nobles,  at  a  confiderable  diftance  from  the  town,  who, 
having  paid  their  refpects  to  the  general,  turned  about 
and  marched  before.  The  city  refbunded  with  fhouts, 
acclamations,  and  the  difagreeable  noife  of  their  horns, 
pipes,  and  drums. 

As  Cortes  knew  the  warlike  character  of  the  people 
among  whom  he  lived,  he  obferved  the  utmoft  cir- 
cumfpection  ;  which  greatly  mortified  the  Tlafcalans  ; 
and  Magifcatzin  being  fent  by  the  fen  ate  to  complain 
of  it  to  Cortes,  he  affiired  him,  that  he  was  well  conr 
vinced  of  the  fmcerity  and  good-will  of  the  republic, 
and  that  his  foldiers  appearing  in  arms,  was  one  of  the 
effects' of  that  difcipline  which  had  rendered  the  Spa- 
niards invincible.  With  this  reply  the  fenate  were 
fatisfied,  and  the  Spaniards  received  daily  proofs  of 
the  fidelity  and  friendfhip  pf  their  new  allies.  Cortes's 
zeal  made  him  refolve  to  deftroy  all  their  idols  ;  but 
it  foon  was  moderated  by  the  charity  of  father  de  Ol- 
medo,  who  told  him  that  perfecution  but  ill  agreed 
with  the  doctrines  of  the  gofpel,  and  that  their  con- 
verfion  required  time  and  gentle  ufage.  However  he 
prevailed  with  the  Tlafcalans  to  defift  from  human 
facrifices,  and  to  fet  at  liberty  thofe  miferable  wretches 
who  were  fed  in  cages,  in  order  to  be  the  victims  of 
their  inhuman  worfhip. 

Peace  being  eftablifhed,  and  the  fenate  of  Tlafcala 
having  fworn  allegiance  to  the  king  of  Spain,  Cortes 
difmiffed  the  Mexican  ambaffadors,  whom  he  dented 
to  inform  Motezuma  of  what  had  panned  in  their  pre- 
fence. 

While  Cortes  frill  continued  at  Tlafcala,  receiving 
homage  in  the  name  of  Charles  Vf  from  the  different 
towns  and  confederates  of  the  republic,  the  inhabi- 
tants were  alarmed  by  a  furprizing  irruption  of  fire 
from  the  Volcano  of  Popocatepec,  an  high  mountain 
let  eight  leagues  diftance  from  the  city,  which  filled 
the  people  with  terror  and  confirmation ;  for  they  ri- 
diculoufly  imagined  it  to  be  a  prefage  of  future  mis- 
fortunes. 
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fortunes,  and  fuppofed  that  the  fparks  of  fire  were 
the  fouls  of  tyrants  fent  abroad  by  the  offended  deities 
to  chaftife  the  earth. 

While  Magifcatzin  and  fome  of  the  principal  noble- 
-men  were  rehearfmg  zkefe  idle  fancies  to  Cortes, 
Diego  de  Ordaz  came  to  afk  leave  to  afcend  the 
mountain,  in  order  to  gratify  his  curiofity.  The  In- 
dians, afiionifhed  at  his  propofal,  endeavoured  to  per- 
iuade  him  from  engaging  in  fuch  a  dangerous  enter- 
prife,  and  obferved,  that  the  bolder!  men  of  their  na^ 
tion  had  never  ventured  beyond  fome  hermitages  of 
their  gods,  about  the  middle  of  the  eminence,  and 
that  dreadful  roarings  and  tremblings  forbad  all  ap- 
proach to  its  fumrnit.  This  account  increafed  the 
.eagernefs  of  Diego  de  Ordaz,  and  Cortes  granted  his 
requeft,  in  ojder  to  afford  the  Tlafcalans  a  frefh  proof 
of  the  fuperior  courage  of  the  Spaniards. 

Ordaz  therefore  fet  out  on  this  expedition  attended 
by  two  foldiers,  and  fome  of  the  principal  Indians, 
who  offered  to  attend  him  as  far  as  the  hermitages. 
He  found  the  bottom  of  the  mountain  beautified  on 
all  fides  with  green  trees,  which  extended  a  confider- 
able  way  up  theafcent.  The  earth  then  grew  barren 
by  degrees.  The  Indians  flopped  at  their  hermitages* 
to  which  they  never  expected  to  fee  the  Spaniards  re- 
turn ;  and  Diego  de  Ordaz,  with  his  companions,  pro- 
ceeded, climbing  among  the  rocks,  which  were 
whitened  by  fnow  and  the  afhes  difcharged  from  the 
Volcano-,  and  at  length  reached  a  place  at  afmall  dis- 
tance from  the  fummit,  where  they  felt  the  earth 
move  violently  under  them,  and  heard  a  dreadful 
roaring  iffue  from  the  mouth  of  the  Volcano,  which 
with  redoubled  noife  difcharged  a  vaft  quantity  of 
fire  and  fmoke,  that  darted  upward  to  a  great  height. 
The  Spaniards  were  inftantly  covered  with  a  ihower 
of  hot  afhes,  which  obliged  them  to  feek  for  fhelter 
in  the  hollow  of  a  rock,  where  they  were  almorl  ftifled. 
piego  de  Ordaz,  however,  perceiving  that  the  earth* 
quake  was  pafTed,  encouraged  the  foldiers,   by  his 
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example,  to  profecute  this  difcovery,  till  they  came 
within  fight  of  the  mouth  of  the  volcano,  which  was 
about  a  quarter  of  a  league  in  circumference ;  they 
obferved  at  the  bottom  a  large  quantity  of  inflammable 
matter,  which  boiled  up.  like  fome  ihining  metal  in 
fufion.  With  this  account  they  returned  fafe,  to  the 
aftoniihment  of  the  Indians,  whofe  efteem  for  the 
Spaniards  was  inereafed  by  this  adventure,  which 
afterward  proved  of  fignal  fervice  ;  for  Ordaz  found 
a  large  quantity  of  fulphur  in  the  mountain,  of  which 
Cortes  made  gunpowder,  when  it  was  much  wanted 
by  the  army. 

Cortes  having  continued  twenty  days  at  Tlafcala, 
during  which  he  was  entertained  with  all  poffible,. 
marks  of  refpecl,  declared  his  refolution  of  proceeding 
for  Cholula,  in  which  he  was  oppofed  by  the  TlaP 
calans  -,  who  endeavoured  to  ftrengthen  ibme  argu- 
ments that  had  been  before  urged  by  the  Zempo- 
allans,  by  declaring  that  Cholula  was  a  facred  place, 
in  which  were  400  temples,  and  fuch  malevolent" 
gods,  that  they  terrified  the  world  with  prodigies  : 
that  he  ought  not,  therefore,  to  enter  their  territories, 
without  an  aiTurance  of  their  being  propitious.  Juff 
about  this  time  new  ambafiadors  arrived  from  Mote- 
zuma,  bringing  another  prefent,  and  that  prince's 
permiffion  for  the  Spaniards  to  proceed  by  the  way 
of  Cholula,  where  he  had  provided  quarters  for  the 
reception  of  the  army.  The  Tlafcalans  immediately 
concluded,  that  there  was  treachery  in  the  cafe,  and 
Magifcatzin  repeated  his  remonftrances  with  fuch 
marks  of  concern,  that  Cortes  called  a  council  in  his 
prefence,  in  which  it  was  agreed,  that  it  was  impof- 
fible  to  avoid  the  road  propofed  by  the  emperor  of 
Mexico,  without  difcovering  a  fufpicion  of  his  fin- 
cerity  :  that  whether  this  fufpicion  was  well  or  ill 
founded,  it  would  not  be  proper  to  difclofe  it,  and 
that  it  wTould  be  equally  dangerous  to  leave  enemies 
behind  them.  Cortes  on  the  day  of  his  departure, 
drew  up  the  Spaniards  and,  the  Zempoallan  auxi- 
•  liariesj 
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Jiaries,  and  was  much  furprifed  to  find  the  whole 
force  of  the  republic  and  her  allies  ready  in  the  field, 
diftinguhned  by  the  colour  of  their  feathers,  and  their 
different  enfigns  :  but  Cortes  infilled  upon  taking 
only  6000  of  the  republic's  troops,  with  which  he 
began  his  march  to  Cholula.  That  city  was  about 
five  leagues  diftant  from  TLfcala,  and  the  fame  even- 
ing he  halted  near  a  river,  within  3  miles  of  the  place, 
which  he  was  unwilling  to  enter  by  night.  He  was: 
there  vifited  by  deputies  from  the  city  of  diftinguimed 
rank,  who  brought  a  prefent  of  provifions,  and  ex- 
•cufing  themfelves  for  not  waiting  upon  him  at  Tlaf- 
cala,  on  account  of  his  being  th.re  in  the  mid  ft  of 
their  enemies ;  welcomed  him  and  his  people  to  their 
city.  Though  Cortes  was  far  from  being  convinced 
of  their  fincerity,  he  admitted  of  their  excufe,  and 
the  next  morning  proceeded  toward  Cholula,  where 
fie  was  met  by  the  caciques  and  priefts,  attended  by 
a  multitude  of  unarmed ,  people,  who  had  the  appear- 
ance of  being  filled  with  reverence  and  joy  :  but  they 
no  fooner  perceived  the  body  of  Tlafcalans  that 
marched  in  the  rear,  than  a  difagreeable  murmur  was 
heard  among  the  chiefs  •,  upon  which  Marina  was  or- 
dered to  afk  the  reafon  of  it,  when  fhe  returned  with 
an  anfwer,  that  the.  Tlafcalans  being  their  enemies, 
could  not  enter  the  city  in  arms,  wherefore  they  ear- 
neftly  intreated,  that  he  would  order  them  to  return. 
Cortes  was  difconcerted  at  this  demand,  he  however 
defired  the  Tlafcalans  to  lie  without  the  city,  to  which 
they  agreed  -,  and  they  took  up  their  lodgings  in  a, 
place  from  which  they  might  eafily  come  to  the  affift- 
ance  of  the  Spaniards,  in  cafe  of  necefiity.  In  fhort, 
Cortes  entered  Cholula  amidft  the  acclamations  of  the 
people,  and  with  all  the  marks  of  refpeci  ihewn  to  the 
Spaniards  at  their  entrance  into  Tlafcala. 

The  city  of  Cholula  flood  in  an  open  and  delightful 
plain,  and  was  much  frequented  by  ftrangers,  on  ac- 
count of  its  being  a  fancluary  of  the  gods,  and  its 
carrying  on  a  confiderable  trade.     The  ftreets  were 
3  fpacious, 
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fpacious,  the  buildings  larger  and  more  beautiful 
than  thofe  of  Tlafcala.  The  quarters  appointed  for 
the  Spaniards  were  three  or  four  large  edifices,  con- 
tiguous to  each  other,  and  fufficient  to  contain  both 
the  Spaniards  and  the  Zempoallans.  The  Tlafcalans 
chofe  a  place  at  afmall  diflance  from  the  town,  which 
they  fecured  with  fome  works,  formed  guards,  and 
placed  centinels,  in  imitatation  of  their  European 
friends  ;  from  whom  they  had  obtained  fome  know- 
ledge in  the  art  of  war. 

In  the  hrit  three  or  four  days,  there  was  the  great- 
er! appearance  of  tranquillity  and  friendfhip,  but 
after  that  time  provifions  grew  gradually  fcarce,  and 
an  entire  flop  was  put  to  the  entertainments  of  the 
caciques.  The  priefts  and  Motezuma's  ambaifadors 
held  private  conferences,  and  the  people  began  to 
look  upon  the  Spaniards  with  an  air  of  fcorn  and 
diftafte.  This  naturally  awakened  the  jealoufy  of 
the  latter,  and  Cortes  was  endeavouring  to  penetrate 
into  the  intentions  of  the  Cholulans,  when  the  whole 
defign  was  accidentally  difcovered.  Marina  had 
contracted  a  friendfhip  with  an  old  Indian  woman 
of  diflinclion  ;  who  coming  one  morning  to  her 
apartment,  begged,  with  great  earneflnefs,  that  fhe 
would  immediately  forfake  thofe  abominable  Arran- 
gers, and  live  with  her.  Marina  perceiving  that 
there  was  fomething  extraordinary  in  this  requeft, 
bemoaned  her  captivity,  and  acted  her  part  fo  well, 
that  the  Cholulan  believing  her  fincere,  told  her, 
that  there  was  no  time  to  be  loft,  for  the  Spaniards 
were  devoted  to  deftruction  :  that  Motezuma  had 
fent  20,000  Mexicans  to  fecure  the  fuccefs  of  the 
defign,  of  which  6000  chofen  men  had  already  en- 
tered the  city  in  fmall  parties  ^  that  a  g'reat  quantity 
of  arms  was  diflributed  among  the  inhabitants,  who 
had  carried  ftones  up  to  the  tops  of  their  houfes, 
and  cut  deep  trenches  acrofs  the  ftreets,  in  which 
were  fixed  fharp  flakes,  which  were  flightly  covered 
over  with  earth,  for  the  deftruclion  of  the  horfes* 
7  that 
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that  the  emperor  of  Mexico  had  refolved  to  exter- 
minate all  the  Chriftians  •,  but  had  given  orders  that 
fome  of  them  mould  be  taken  alive,  to  fatisfy  his 
curiofity  and  zeal  for  religion  ;  and  that  he  had  made 
the  city  of  Cholula  a  prefent  of  a  golden  drum  to  ex- 
cite their  courage.  Marina,  on  obtaining  this  in- 
telligence, pretended  that  me  was  ready  to  attend 
her  deliverer,  and  would  only  go  and  fetch  her  jewels ; 
but  immediately  hailed  to  Cortes,  and  told  him  the 
whole  affair-,  upon  which  the  Indian  woman  was 
feized,  and  by  threats  engaged  to  make  a  particular 
conferlion  of  the  whole  :  and,  in  fhort,  he  obtained 
intelligence  from  feveral  other  perfons,  which  put 
the  affair  beyond  all  doubt. 

Cortes  ordering  his  captains  to  affemble,  laid  be- 
fore them  the  whole  confpiracy,  and  propofed  a 
fcfeeme  for  punifhing  the  Cholulans,  to  which  they 
Ainanimoufly  confented.  Agreeably  to  this  plan,  he 
let  the  magiftrates  know  that  he  fhould  depart  the 
next  day ;  and  demanded  provifions  for  his  march. 
The  Tlafcalans  were  then  ordered  to  draw  near  the 
city  at  day-break,  and  to  enter  the  town  and  join 
the  Spaniards  and  Zempoallans  at  the  firft  difcharge 
of  the  fire-arms.  At  night,  having  fecured  the 
quarters  with  guards  and  centinels,  he  fent  for  Mo- 
tezuma's  ambaffadors,  and  told  them  that  he  had 
difcovered  a  confpiracy  formed  againfl  him  by  the 
caciques  and  citizens  of  Cholula,  whom  he  was  re- 
folved to  punifh  :  and  that  he  was  not  fo  much  pro- 
voked at  their  treacherous  intentions  toward  him, 
as  at  their  prefuming  to  lay  their  crime-to  the  charge 
pi  the  emperor. 

Early  in  the  morning  came  the  carriers  with  fome 
provifions,  though  in  a  fmall  quantity,  and  afters- 
wards  a  greater  number  of  armed  Indians  than  Cor- 
tes had  demanded.  Thefe  he  fecured  in  feveral  parts 
of  his  quarters,  on  pretence  of  forming  his  bat- 
talions. Then  putting  his  men  in  order,  and  mount- 
ing his  horfe,  he  fent  for  the  caciques,  and  when 
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they  appeared,  told  them  in  a  loud  and  angry  voice. 
That  as  he  had  difcovered  their  confpiracy,  °he  would 
fo  feverely  punifh  them,  that  they  fhould  repent  of 
their  treachery.  Scarce  had  he  begun  to  fpeak, 
when  they  hailed  away  with  great  expedition  to  join 
their  own  forces,  infulting  him  with  threats  and 
abufe,  which  they  uttered  as  they  fled.  Cortes  then 
commanded  his  infantry  to  fall  upon  the  foldiers, 
whom  he  had  kept  divided  in  the  fquares  of  his 
quarters,  all  of  whom  were  foon  deftroyed,  except 
a  few  vvho  threw  themfelves  from  the  walls  and  efcap- 
ed.  In  this  fcene  of  confufion  above  fix  thoufand 
of  the  natives  and  Mexicans  were  (lain.  The  Tlaf- 
calans  having  pillaged  the  town,  Cortes  affigned 
them  lodgings  without  the  city,  and  then  retired  to  his 
own  quarters  \  where  ordering  the  principal  perfons 
of  the  town,  who  had  been  taken  prifoners,  toge- 
ther with  the  priefts  and  Indian  woman,  whom  he 
had  kept  confined,  to  be  brought  before  him,  he 
expreifed  his  concern  at  their  having  obliged  him  to,  th 
inflict  fo  fevere  a  punifhment  upon  the  city,  publim-  th 
ed  a  general  pardon,  and  deiired  the  caciques  to  j  an 
call  back  the  fugitives.  The  ambaffadors  congratu-. 
lated  Cortes  on  his  fuccefs  \  and  the  citizens  being 
encouraged  by  his  offers  of  peace,  returned  to  their- 
houles,  and  opened  their  fhops  :  fo  that  the  tumult 
immediately  fubfided.  Inc 

About  this  time  ambaffadors  arrived  from  the 
emperor  of  Mexico,  who  had  been  informed  of  all  tic 
that  had  paficd  at  Cholula ;  and  being  willing  to, 
.efcape  the  fufpicion  of  having  had  any  concern  in 
the  affair,  not  only  thanked  Cortes  for  chaftizing 
thofe  traitors,  bur  fent  him  a  prefent  of  great  value  :•  ^ 
by  which  means  he  thought  to  lead  the  Spaniards  [0 
into  a  blind  fecurity,  that  they  might  the  eafier  fall 
into  a  fnare  he  had  prepared  for  them. 

Cortes  having  (laid  fourteen  days  at  Cholula,  pror 
ceeded  toward  Mexico  ;  and  the  firft  night  he  lodged 
in  a  village,  to  which  the  chiefs  of  the  neighbour- 
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ing  towns  repaired  with  prefents.  From  them  Cor- 
tes heard  the  fame  complaints  of  Motezuma  as  iii 
the  more  diftant  provinces  ;  and  was  informed  that 
the  Mexicans  had  placed  a  coriiiderable  ambufcade 
on  the  other  fide  of  a  mountain  he  was  to  pafs  the 
next  day  :  that  they  had  flopped  up  the  high  road* 
and  opened  another  which  ended  in  precipices^  and 
that  the  Spanim  army  when  perplexed  with  difficul- 
ties, was  to  be  fuddenly  charged,  where  their  horfes 
could  be  of  no  fervice,  and  the  foot  have  no  rcorri 
to  form.  Cortes,  though  highly  incenfed  at  this 
piece  of  treachery,  ftifled  his  refentment,  and  the 
next  day  profecuted  his  march  over  a  very  craggy- 
mountain,  adjoining  to  the  volcano,  proceeding  with 
great  caution.  When  he  had  reached  the  top,  he 
perceived  the  two  roads  which  had  been  defcribed 
to  him  •,  and  turning  with  great  compofure  to  the 
Mexican  ambaifadors,  he  afked  the  reafon  why  one 
of  them  was  blocked  up  with  trees  and  ftones,  and 
the  other  but  newly  made  ?  To  which  they  anfwered, 
that  the  new  road  was  levelled  for  his  convenience ; 
and  the  other  (lopped  up,  on  account  of  its  being 
more  ileep  and  difficult.  Cortes  reply'd,  "  You  are 
"  but  little  acquainted  with  the  genius  of  our  na- 
c<  tion  5  for  we  will  march  in  this  road  for  no  other 
"  reafon  than  its  difficulty/'  He  then  defired  his 
Indian  friends  to  march  before,  and  remove  the  ob- 
ftacles  to  his  pafTage ;  which  to  the  amazement  of 
iht  ambafladors  was  foon  done,  for  they  never 
dreamt  that  he  fufpected  their  defign.  The  In- 
dians in  ambufcade,  obferving  that  the  Spaniards 
marched  in  the  royal  road,  concluded  that  they  were 
difcovered,  and  began  to  retire  in  great  diforder  ^  while 
Cortes  defcended,  without  oppofition,  into  the  plain, 
and  pailed  the  night  in  fome  houfes  built  for  the  re- 
ception of  the  Mexican  merchants,  who  reforted  to 
the  fairs  of  Cholula. 

In  the  -mean  time  Motezuma  being  difpirited  by 
thefe  difappointments,  grew  daily   more  and  more 

devout  5 
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devout  5  refofted  to  the  temples ;  increafed  the  nurfff' 
ber  of  human  Sacrifices ;  and  at  length  afTembling 
his  magicians,  ordered  them  upon  pain  of  death  to' 
fet  out  to  meet  the  Spaniards,  and  either  to  ftupify 
or  overcome  them  by  the  force  of  their  enchant- 
ments. In  compliance  with  this  command,  a  con- 
fiderable  number  of  necromancers  fet  out  ♦,  but  hav-^ 
ing  performed  their  incantations  without  fuceefs,  they 
returned  to  Motezuma,  and  told  him,  that  the  god 
Telcatlepuca,  from  whom  famine  and  plagues,  pro- 
ceeded, had  appeared  to  them  in  a  garment  girt  with 
a  robe  of  wicker,  declaring  that  Motezuma's  ruin 
was  decreed,  and  the  diffolution  of  the  empire  at 
hand.  The  fuperftitious  king  was  ftruck  dumb  with 
this  report  y  till  at  length  recovering  his  fpeech,  he 
cried,  "  If  our  gods  forfake  us,  let  the  ftran- 
"  gers  come.  It  would  be  dimonourable  to  turn 
"  our  backs  upon  misfortunes :"  and  then  after  a 
fhort  paufe,  added,  "  I  lament  the  old  men,  wo- 
"  men  and  children?  who  cannot  defend  them- 
"  felves."  From  this  moment  he  began  to  pre- 
pare for  the  entertainment  of  the  Spaniards.  All 
the  difcourfe  of  Mexico  turned  upon  their  aftonifh- 
ing  actions,  and  the  prodigies  by  which  their  com- 
ing had  been  foretold  ;  and  thefe  topics  of  conver- 
fation  produced  a  prepoffeffion  which  only  could 
enable  fuch  an  handful  of  men  to  penetrate  to  the 
very  court  of  fuch  a  powerful  prince. 

Cortes  purfued  his  march  through  a  delightful  coun- 
try, adorned  with  groves  and  beautiful  gardens,  till 
he  arrived  at  a  village  built  on  a  creek  of  the  great 
lake,  where  he  choie  to  take  up  his  lodging.  Thi- 
ther the  Mexicans  reforted  with  their  arms  and  mi- 
litary ornaments,  in  fuch  numbers  as  raifed  Cortes's 
fufpicions :  when  in  order  to  keep  them  at  a  proper 
diftance  he  caufed  fome  fire-arms  and  pieces  of  ar- 
tillery to  be  fired  in  the  air,  at  which  they  were  fa 
terrified,  that  they  haftily  retired.  However  he  was 
vifited  in  the  morning  by  one  of  Motezuma's  ne- 
phews, 
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phews,  who  was  lord  pf  Tezeuco  •,  he  was  a  young, 
man,  had  an  agreeable  perfon,  and  was  carried  on 
the  moulders  of  fome  of  his  fervants,  in  a  chair 
adorned  with  a  variety  of  feathers  curioufly  diverfi- 
fied.  He  no  fooner  alighted,  than  his  fervants  went 
before  to  fweep  the  ground,  and  keep  back  the 
people  on  each  fide.  Cortes  going  to  the  door  of 
his  apartment,  received  him  with  a  low  bow,  which 
the  prince  returned  by  touching  the  earth,  and  then 
his  lips  with  his  right  hand  ;  which  fain  cation  being, 
pafTed,  he  fat  down,  and  with  an  eafy  air  welcomed 
him  and  all  his  captains  :  fpoke  of  Motezuma's  ami- 
cable difpofition,  and  mentioned  the  difficulties  that 
oppofed  his  going  to  Mexico,  on  account  of  that 
year's  barrennefs,  by  which  the  people  were  much 
diftreffed,  fb  that  flrangers  could  be  but  ill  accom- 
modated where  the  natives  wanted  necenaries.  The 
emperor's  nephew  received  a  prefent  of  fome  falfe 
jewels,  at  which  he  fhewed  great  figns  of  joy ;  and 
having  accompanied  the  army  as  far  as  Tezeuco,  the 
capital  of  his  dominions,  he  proceeded  to  Mexico,  to 
give  an  account  of  his  embafTy. 

The  city  of  Tezeuco  was  one  of  the  largeft  in 
the  empire,  and  in  ,  grandeur  was  but  little  inferior 
to  Mexico  itfelf.  It  extended  along  the  banks  of  a 
fpacious  lake,  at  the  beginning  of  the  Mexican 
caufeway.  The  houfes  were  very  beautiful,  and  the 
ftreets  regular  ;  and  what  was  ftill  more  extraordinary, 
frefh  water  was  brought  in  pipes  to  every  houfe. 
Cortes  purfued  his  march  over  the  caufeway,  which 
was  twenty  feet  broad,  and  compofed  of  (lone ;  and 
in  the  midway  came  to  another  town  of  about  2000 
houfes,  called  Quitlavaca,,  which  was  founded  in 
the  water,  whence  it  afterward  obtained  the  name 
of  Venezuela,  or  Little  Venice.  Here  the  cacique, 
attended  by  a  fplendid  retinue,  came  out  to  meet 
him,  and  prefled  him  to  honour  his  city  by  fpend- 
ing  the  night  there.  To  which  he  thought  proper 
to  cpnfent  y  for  he  began  to  fufpecl:  that  the  MexU 
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cans  might  break  the  caufeway,  or  obdruct  his  marcli' 
by  taking  away  the  bridges.  From  this  place  the 
Spaniards  had  a  view  of  the  greated  part  of  the  lake, 
which  was  beautified  with  towns,  adorned  with 
towers  and  pinnacle's*  gardens  and  caufeways,  that 
feemed  to  float  upon  the  water.  The  battlements 
of  the  honfes  were  rilled  with  people ;  multitudes  of 
Indians  approached  in  their  canoes  to  behold  the 
Spaniards  :  and  the  whole  formed  a  profpect  that  was 
at  once  new  and  extremely  noble.  In  this  city,  they 
were  entertained  with  a  politenefs  that  mewed  its 
neighbourhood  to  the  court. 

About  break  of  day  the  next  morning,  the  Spa- 
niards formed  themfelves  upon  the  caufeway,  which 
was  there  wide  enough  to  allow  eight  liorfes  to  march 
in  front;  and  the  whole  army,  which  confided  of 
450  Spaniards  and  6000  Indian  allies,  proceeded  ori 
their  march  to  Iztapalapa ;  a  city  built  in  a  moil  de- 
lightful, and  commodious  fituation,  part  of  it  upon 
the  lake,  and  the  other  part  on  the  more.  It  con- 
fided of  10,000  houfes  of  two  or  three  dories  higrn 
The  lord  of  this  city,  accompanied  by  the  princes 
of  two  other  towns  bordering  upon  the  lake,  came 
out  to  meet  Cortes  with  three  feparate  prefents  of 
gold,  fowls,  fruit,  and  other  provifions;  The  Spa- 
niards entered  the  city  amudd  the  loud  acclamations 
of  the*peopie ;  lodgings  were  prepared  for  them  in 
the  prince's  .own  palace,  which.was  a  large  and  well 
built  edifice,  with  many  apartments  both  above  and 
below  ftairs,  among  which  were  feveral  chambers 
with  fiat  roofs  of  cedar,  furnifhed  with  cotton  hang- 
ings, curioufly  painted.  Kere  were  many  conduits  of 
excellent  water,  conveyed  by  aquedu&s  from  the 
neighbouring  mountains,  and  a  confiderable  number 
of  large  and  well  cultivated  gardens,  particularly 
one  that  was  far  more  beautiful  and  fpacious  than  the^ 
red,  and  belonged  to  the  cacique. 

In  the  morning  the  Spaniards  left  the  city  Iztapa- 
lapa, and  beginning  their  march  in  their  accudomed 

order, 
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brder,  foon  difcovered  the  great  city,  of  Mexico, 
tliftinguifhed  above  the  reft  by  the  height  of  its 
towers,  and  the  grandeur  and  multiplicity  of  its  build- 
ings. On  their  having  marched  about  half  way,  they 
were  met  by  a  body  of  about  4000  nobles  and  offi- 
cers of  the  city,  who  came  out  to  mt:et  them  ;  and  who 
having  paid  their  obedience,  turned  about  and  ad- 
vanced before  the  troops.  At  a  fmall  diftance  from 
".Mexico,  the  caufeway  was  crofTed  by  a  bulwark  of 
Hone,  where  the  entrance  into  the  city  was  fecured 
by  gates,  a  draw-bridge,  and  a  fecond  fortification. 
The  nobles  had  no  fooner  paflfed  on  the  other  fide  of 
the  bridge,  than  they  fell  back  on  each  fide,  and 
made  a  lane  for  the  army  to  pafs  through,  when  there 
appeared  a  fpacious  ftreet,  the  houfes  of  which  were 
uniformly  built,  and  the  windows  and  battlements 
rilled  with  fpeclators  ;  though  no  body  was  feen  paf- 
fing  through  the  ftreets :  for  Motezuma  had  given 
orders  for  their  being  cleared,  as  he  had  himfelf  re- 
fclved  to  fhew  Cortes  an  extraordinary  mark  of  fa- 
vour by  his  coming  out  to  meet  him, 

Scarce  had  the  Spaniards  entered  the  city,  when- 
they  perceived  the  firft  troop  of  the  royal  retinue, 
which  confided  of  200  noblemen  of  Motezuma's 
houfhold,  uniformly  adorned  with  feathers,  who  ap- 
proached in  two  files  with  their  eyes  fixed  on  the 
ground  j  but  on  their  approaching  the  Spaniards^  fell 
back  on  each  fide.  Then  appeared  at  a  considerable 
diftance  a  larger  company  more  richly  adorned,  in  the 
midft  of  whom  was  Motezuma  in  a  chariot  of  bur- 
nifhed  gold,  furrounded  with  beautiful*  feathers,  and 
carried  on  the  moulders  of  his  favourites  ^  while  four 
perfons  of  diftinclion  held  over  his  head  a  canopy  of 
*reen  feathers,  interwoven  with  ornaments  of  filver. 
He  was  preceded  by  three  officers  with  golden  rods,  - 
arhich  they  from  time  to  time  lifted  up  as  a  fignal  of 
:he  emperor's  approach,  that  all  might  proftrate  them- 
elves,  and  hide  their  heads.  Cortes  difmounted  at 
t  fmall  diftance,  and  Motezuma  at  the  fame  time 
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alighted  from  his  chariot,  when  fome  of  the  Indians 
advanced  before  and  fpread  carpets,  that  his  feet 
might  not  touch  the  ground.  He  came  forward  with 
a  flow  and  folemn  pace,  leaning  upon  his  coufins,  the 
princes  of  Tezeuco  and  Iztapalapa.  He  was  about 
forty  years  of  age,  of  a  middle  ftature,  and  had  a 
good  prefence;  but  his  conftitution  feemed  rather 
delicate  than  robuft.  He  had  an  aquiline  nofe,  and 
a  fairer  complexion  than  the  reft  of  the  Mexicans : 
his  eyes  were  lively,  and  his  hair  reached  a  little  be- 
low his  ears ;  but  his  look,  though  thoughtful,  was 
majeftic.  He  wore  on  his  head  a  kind  of  golden 
mitre ;  a  mantle  of  fine  cotton  covered  with  gold, 
pearls,  and  precious  flones,  was  carelefsly  tied  on 
his  moulders  ;  and  his  fhoes,  which  refembled  the 
fandals  of  the  Romans,  confifted  of  a  gold  fole, 
bound  to  his  foot,  with  ftudded  ftraps  thatcame  round 
a  part  of  his  leg. 

Cortes,  on  feeing  him,  haftily  advanced,  and  made 
a  profound  reverence,  which  Motezuma  returned  in 
the  manner  of  his  country,  by  touching  the  ground 
with  his  hand  and  kiffing  it :  at  which  the  Mexicans 
were  greatly  aftonifhed,  fince  they  had  never  feen 
any  of  their  emperors  give  fuch  an  inftance  of  con- 
defcenfion.  Cortes  wore  about  his  neck  a  chain  of 
glafs,  curioufly  ftt  in  imitation  of  diamonds  and  eme- 
ralds, which  he  had  referved  as  a  prefent  for  his  firfl 
audience ;  and  coming  up  clofe  to  the  emperor,  he 
threw  it  about  his  neck.  The  princes  who  fupported 
him,  (hewed  fome  emotion,  and  interpofed  to  pre- 
vent Cortes,  fignifying  that  it  was  unlawful  to  ap- 
proach fo  near  :  but  they  were  reprimanded  by  Mote- 
zuma, who  bowed  his  head  to  fhew  that  he  accepted 
the  prefent  •,  and  which  he  returned,  by  putting  upon 
Cortes's  neck  a  rich  ornament  of  crimlbn  fhells,  join- 
ed together  with  great  art,  at  each  of  which  hung 
four  crabs  of  gold  of  excellent  workmanmip.  Cor- 
tes then  made  a  fhort  fpeech  •,  which  being  anfwered 
by  Motezuma,  he  ordered  orq  of  the  fupporters  to   i 

conduct 
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conduct  the  ft  ranger  to  his  lodging,  and  then  lean- 
ing on  the  other,  went  to  his  chair  and  returned  to  the 
palace. 

In  this  manner  Cortes  entered  the  city  of  Mexico 
on  the  8th  of  November,  1519.  One  of  the  royal 
palaces  was  provided  for  the  Spaniards.  It  was  built 
by  Motezuma's  father,  and  was  large  enough  to  lodge 
the  whole  army.  It  had  very  thick  flone  walls  •,  was 
flanked  with  towers,  and  many  of  the  chambers 
were  furnifhed  with  cotton  hangings,  and  feather- 
work  of  various  colours.  The  chairs  were  formed 
out  of  folid  pieces  of  wood,  and  the  bedfteads  had 
curtains  like  pavilions ;  the  beds  themfelves  were  of 
palm-mats,  and  the  bolfters  of  the  fame,  rolled  up. 
Cortes  entered  thefe  lodgings  a  little  after  twelve  at 
noon;  and  had  no  fooner  diftributed  his  guards  and 
placed  his  artillery  before  the  gate,  than  he  found  a 
fplendid  banquet  prepared  for  himfelf  and  his  offi- 
cers, and  great  plenty  of  provifions  drelfed  for  the 
foldiers,  with  many  Mexicans  who  immediately 
waited  upon  them  in  the  moil  profound  filence. 

In  the  evening  Cortes  was  vifited  by  Motezuma, 
who  came  in  the  fame  flate  as  before.  Cortes  went 
to  the  principal  fquare  to  meet  him-,  and  after  mak- 
ing a  profound  reverence,  entered  the  apartment  with 
Motezuma,  who  took  his  feat  with  an  air  of  maje- 
fty,  and  ordered  a  chair  to  be  brought  for  Cortes  : 
when  the  company  retiring  to  fome  diftancc,  he  is 
faid  to  have  addreffed  himfelf  to  him  to  the  follow- 
ing purpofe  :  "  Before  you  mention  the  particulars 
"  of  your  embafly,  illuftrious  captain,  let  you  and  I 
*c  lay  afide  the  prejudices  we  have  each  imbibed  of 
"  the  other,  from  the  mifreprefentations  of  common 
<c  report.  You  have  been  in  fome  places  told  that  I 
cc  am  a  god  •,  that  my  power  is  invincible,  and  my 
*c  riches  immenfe-,  that  my  palaces  are  covered  with 
"  gold,  and  that  the  earth  groans  beneath  the  weight 
tc  of  my  treafure*  Upon  other  occafions,  you  have 
**  heard  that  I  am  a  tyrant,  infolent,  cruel,  and  un- 
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v  juft  •,  but  you   have  been  impofed  upon  by  both 

"  representations  :  this  arm  of  rlefh  and  blood  fhews 

ic  that  I  am  mortal,  and  thefe  walls  and  roofs  de- 

"  monftrate  that  my   palaces  are  not  covered  with 

"  gold  ;  and  from  thefe  inilances,  you  may  conclude 

<c  that  the  account  of  my  vices  is  alfo  exaggerated, 

"  by  the  malice  of  my  enemies.     We  have  alfo  re- 

<c  ceived  various  accounts  of  you  ;  fome  have  affirmed 

"  that  you  are  gocls  who  grafp  the  thunder*  com- 

ic  mand  the  elements,  and  compel  the  beafts  of  the 

u  foreft  to  obey  your  directions.     You  have  been  re- 

*'■'  prefented  by  others   as  proud,  vindictive,  volup- 

's  tuous,    and  tranlported    with   an   infatiable  thirft 

4(  after  the  gold  which  our  country  produces.     Yet 

<;  I  now  fee  that  I  have  been  alike  deceived  by  thefe 

cc  different  accounts.     You  are  made  like  other  men  ; 

*'  and  only  diftinguiihed  from  us,  by  the  particulari- 

u  ties  of  your  own  country.   The  beafts  that  fo  readily 

"  obey  you,  are  large  deer  trained  up  to  difcipline. 

*'  Your  arms  that  produced  lightning,  I  conceive  to 

cc  be  barrels  of  metal,  and  their  effeel:  like  that  of 

"  our  farbacans,  proceeds  from  air  compreffed  and 

"  ftriving  for  vent ;  and  as  to  fire,  noife  and  fmoke, 

*c  they  furely  are  owing  to  enchantment.     In  a  word, 

"  we  believe  that  the  great  prince,  to  whom  you  pay 

u  obedience,  is  a  defcendant  of  Quezalcoal,  lord  of 

"  the  feven   caves  of  the  Navatlaques,  and  lawful 

•*  fovereign  of  the  feven  nations  that  gave  rife  to  the 

"  Mexican  empire.     For  from  the  tradition  of  many 

"  ages,  we  know  that  he  left  thefe  countries  to  con- 

"  quer  new  regions  in  the  eafl,  with  a  promife,  that  in 

"  procefs  of  time,  his  defendants  mould  return  to  new- 

u  model  our  laws,  and  reform  our  government.    We 

"'  have  therefore  already  determined,  that  every  thing 

"  fhall  be  done  for  the  honour  of  a  prince  who  is 

*c  the   offspring  of  fuch   an  illuflrious    progenitor." 

To  this  fpeech  Cortes  replied  to  the  following  pur- 

pofe  :  cc  We  have,  it  is  true,  Sir,  heard  very  oppo- 

"  fue  accounts  of  your  character^  which  ibme  have 

6  *  extolled* 
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**  extolled,  and  others  have  vilified  ;  but  as  the  Spa- 
"  niards  have  penetration  enough  todiftinguifh  the  co* 
S  lours  of  difcourfe,  we  have  given  no  credit  either  to 
"  your  flatterers  or  your  rebels,  but  come  into  your 
"  pre  fence  with  full  arTu  ranee  of  your  being  a  great 
"  and  equitable  prince.  You  juftly  conclude  we  are 
"  mortal ;  though  more  intelligent  and  valiant  than 
"  your  vaffals.  Our  beads  are  not  deer,  but  are  of 
"  a  more  generous  fpecies  -,  inclined  to  war,  and  af- 
"  piring,  with  a  kind  of  ambition,  to  the  glory  of 
"  their  mailers .:  and  as  to  our  arms,  they  are  made 
I*  by  human  induftry,  without  the  afTiftance  of  magic, 
ff  an  abominable  art  which  we  deteft.  I  am  come  as 
cc  ambaflador  to  your  majefty  from  the  fnoft  power- 
r  ful  monarch  on  whom  the  fun  fheds  his  beams,  at 
"  his  firft  riling.  He  defires  to  be  your  friend  and 
"  confederate ;  and  though  according  to  your  tra* 
"  ditions  he  might  pretend  to  be  more  abfolute  in 
"  thefe  dominions,  he  makes  no  other  ufe  of  his  au- 
"  thority,  but  to  promote  your  advantage,  and  to, 
"  convince  you  that  you  have  departed  from  the 
cc  worfhip  of  the  true  God,  to  pay  your  adora- 
"  tion  to  infenfible  pieces  of  wood,  carved  out  by 
I  your  own  hands,  to  whom  you  inhumanly  facrifice. 
f  your  fellow  creatures.''  He  made  ufe  of  other  ar- 
guments to  induce  Motezuma  to  renounce  his  idola- 
try ;  and  having  ended  his  fpeech,  the  emperor  arofe, 
faying,  *f  I  accept  the  friendihip  and  confederacy  of 
I*  the  great  defcendant  of  Quezalcoal ;  but  all  gods 
"  are  good,  and  yours  may  be  fo  without  offence  to 
"  mine.  In  the  mean  time  repofe  yourlelves,  you 
"  are  in  your  own  houfe,  where  you  {hall  be  punflu-, 
I  ally  ferved  with  all  poffible  refpecV5  He  then 
gave  orders  for  fome  Mexicans  without  to  bring  in  a 
prefent  that  he  defigned  for  Cortes.3  and  which  was  a 
very  valuable  one,  confiding  of  pieces  of  gold,  cot- 
ton robes,  and  other  curiofities ;  and  at  the  fame 
time,  with  an  air  of  chearful  generofity,  he  diftribut- 
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ed  fome  jewels  among  the  Spaniards  who  were  pre* 
fent. 

The  next  day  Cortes  demanded  an  audience,  which 
was  immediately  granted  •,  he  therefore  dreffed  him- 
felf  in  his  gayefl  apparel,  without  quitting  his  arms, 
and  fet  out  for  the  palace  with  Juan  Velafquez  de 
Leon,  Diego  de  Ordaz,  Pedro  de  Alverado,  and  fix 
or  feven  favourite  foldiers.     The  ftreets  were  crowd- 
ed with  van:  multitudes  of  people,  who  made  way  to 
let  them  pafs,  often  pronouncing  amidft  their  accla- 
mations the  word  Teule,  or  God  ;  with  which  the  Spa- 
niards were   pleafed,  from  the  opinion  that  this  ex- 
traordinary veneration  would  contribute  to  their  fuc- 
cefs.     At  fome  diftance  appeared  Motezuma's  pa- 
lace ;  a  prodigious  pile  of  building  which  had  thirty 
gates  that  opened  to  as  many  different  ftreets.     The 
principal  front  took  up  one  fide  of  a  fpacious  fquare, 
and  was  of  red,  white,  and  black  jafper,  beautifully 
poli  fried  ;  and  in  a  large  fhield  over  the  gate,  was  re- 
prefemed  Motezuma's  arms,  a  griffin  with  its  wings 
extended,  holding  a  tyger  in  its  talons.     When  the 
Spaniards  approached   this  entrance,    the  Mexicans 
who  accompanied  Cortes,  walked  up  to  one  fide  of 
it ;  then  retiring,  formed  a  femicircle,  that  they  might 
enter  two  a-breaft  :  for  it  was  efteemed  irreverent  to 
enter  the  royal  palace  in  a  crowd.     After  their  hav- 
ing paifed  three  fquares,  they  reached  Motezuma's 
apartments,  which  they  admired  for  their  largenefs 
and  furniture.     The  walls  were  covered  with  cotton 
hangings,  interwoven  with  furs ;   and  the  innermoft 
rooms  were  adorned  with  a  very  beautiful  kind  of 
tapeftry,  compofed  of  feathers.     The  floors  were  co- 
vered with  mats,  and  the  roofs  were  of  cyprefs,  ce- 
dar, and  other  kinds  of  odoriferous  woods,  adorn- 
ed   with    foliages     and    relievos;    and  though    the 
ufe  of  nails  was  unknown  to  the  Mexicans,  the  ciel- 
ings   were   fo  contrived,   that  the  planks  fupported  t 
each  other,     In  thefe  fpacious  rooms  were  officers  who  . 
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guarded  the  entrance,  and  at  the  door  of  the  anti- 
chamber,  were  the  nobility  and  magiftrates,  who  re- 
ceived Cortes  with  much  civility ;  but  detained  him 
till  they  had  taken  off  their  fandals  and  rich  mantles, 
and  put  on  others,  that  made  a  lefs  fplendid  appear- 
ance :  for  they  thought  it  prelumptuous  to  appear  in 
their  richeft  apparel  before  the  emperor.  Motezuma, 
who  was  Handing  with  ail  his  enfigns  of  royalty  about 
him,  advanced  fome  Heps  to  meet  Cortes  •,  who  com- 
ing forward  with  a  low  bow,  the  emperor  laid  his 
hands  upon  his  moulders,  gave  the  reft  of  the  Spa- 
niards a  fmile,  and  then  feating  himfelf,  defired  them 
to  fit,  and  entered  into  converfation  with  great  free- 
dom \  afked  feverai  queilions,  relating  to  the  man- 
ners and  politics  of  the  eaflern  countries,  and  made 
very  judicious  remarks  upon  the  anfwers  of  Cortes. 
He  then  mentioned,  how  much  the  Mexicans  were 
obliged  to  the  defcendants  of  their  firft  king-,  and 
feemed  to  rejoice  in  having  the  prophecy  fulfilled  in 
his  reign.  Cortes  turned  the  difcourfe  upon  religion, 
and  particularly  exclaimed  againlt  human  facrifices 
with  fuch  warmth,  that  Motezuma  from  that  day 
banifhed  difhes  of  human  flefh  from  his  table ; 
though  he  maintained,  that  there  was  no  cruelty  in 
offering  to  the  gods  the  prifoners  of  war,  who  were 
already  condemned  to  death. 

Some  days  after  this  interview,  Motezuma,  who 
was  Hill  very  fond  of  his  own  religion,  conducted 
Cortes  and  fome  of  his  principal  officers,  with  fa- 
ther Bartholomew,  to  the  chief  temple,  in  order 
to  let  them  fee  its  magnificence  ;  but  before  they 
were  admitted,  he  cautioned  them  to  behave  with 
decency.  The  gates  of  this  fpacious  edifice  being 
opened,  he  himfelf  explained  the  particulars  of  their 
worfhip  with  fuch  folemnity,  as  excited  the  laughter 
of  the  Spaniards,  whoXe  rudenefs  upon  this  occafion 
is  not  excufable.  Cortes  being  here  tranfported  by 
a  ridiculous  and  unreafonable  zeal,  cried  to  Mote- 
zuma,   u  Allow  me,  Sir,  to  fix  the  crofs  of  Chrift 
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"  before  thefe  images  of  the  devil,  and  you  will  fee 
4C  whether  they  deferve  adoration  or  contempt."  Both 
Motezuma  and  the  priefts  were  enraged  at  this  pro^ 
pofal :  the  former  defired  them  to  withdraw,  and 
following  him  to  the  threihold,  added,  "  You  may 
<c  return  to  your  houfe,  my  friends ;  but  I  fhall  flay 
<c  to  afk  pardon  of  my  gods,  for  having  fufFered 
*$  you  to  proceed  fo  far."  Yet  notwithstanding  his  zeal 
for  his  religion,  he  was  fo  far  from  thinking  of  tyran- 
nizing over  the  confciences  of  the  Spaniards,  that  he 
ordered  workmen  to  be  fent  to  affift  them  in  fitting 
up  a  chapel ;  in  which  both  he  and  his  chiefs  were 
frequently  prefent  when  mafs  was  performed. 

It  may  here  be  proper  to  give  a  more  particular 
defcription  of  the  city  of  Mexico,  which  was  divided . 
into  two  parts :  one,  where  the  meaner  fort  refided, 
was  called  Tlateiulco  -,  while  the  other,  appropri- 
ated to  the  court  and  the  nobility,  had  the  name  of 
Mexico  •,  which  from  thence  was  given  to  the  whole 
city,  that  contained  60,000  families.  This  capital 
Hood  in  a  ipacious  plain,  encornpaffed  by  high  rocks 
and  mountains ;  from  which  many  rivulets  falling 
down  into  the  valley,  formed  feveral  lakes :  among 
which  there  were  two  that  extended  about  30  leagues 
in  circumference,  and  were  furrounded  by  fifty  towns. 
Thefe  lakes  had  a  communication  with  each  other 
through  openings  left  in  a  [tone  wall,  by  which  they 
were  divided  ;  and  over  thefe  openings  were  wooden 
bridges,  with  fluices  on  each  fide,  by  which  the 
lower  lake  was  fupplied  from  the  other.  The  wa- 
ter of  the  uppermoit  was  frefh,  while  that  of  the 
lower  was  fait ;  which  foleiy  proceeded  from  the  na- 
ture of  the  foil.  The  city  of  Mexico  Hood  in  the 
middle  of  the  fait  lake,  in  190.  13'.  north  latitude, 
yet  it  enjoyed  a  mild  and  healthy  climate.  It  was 
joined  to  the  main-land  by  three  noble  caufeways. 
The  ftreets  were  ftraight  and  large,  and  had  a  great 
number  of  canals  for  the  convenience  of  water-car- 
riage, in  barks  and  canoes  of  different  fizes  \  above 
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£0,000  of  which  belonged  to  the  city.  All  the  pu- 
blic edifices  and  houfes  of  the  nobility  were  built  of 
flone  ;  and  though  the  dwellings  of  the  common 
people  were  meaner,  and  more  irregular,  they,  as 
well  as  the  others,  were  laid  out  in  fuch  a  manner,  as 
to  form  feveral  courts,  in  which  their  merchandize 
was  expofed.  to  fale. 

Their  temples,  as  has  been  already  obferved,  were 
ipacious  and  magnificent,  particularly  that  dedicated 
to  Vltzliputzii,  their  god  of  war,  their  fupreme  deity. 
A  wall  of  hewn  flone,  on  which  were  cut  wreaths  of 
ferpents,  furrounded  a  large  fquare  ;  and  though  the 
houfes  of  the  priefls  and  their  fervants  were  erecledi 
round  the  infide  of  this  wall,  there  was  left  room 
iufficient  for  10,000  perfons  to  dance  upon  their  fo- 
lemn  'feflivals.  On  each  fide  of  the  wall  was  a  gate, 
over  which  were  four  ftatues  of  flone,  reprefenting 
fpme  inferior  deities ;  to  whom  the  people  paid  re- 
verence as  they  entered.  At  a  fmall  diftance  from 
the  principal  gate,  was  a  place  of  worfhip,  flat  on  the 
top ;  the  four  fides  of  which  were  eneompafled  by 
trunks  of  trees,  with  holes  bored  in  them  at  equal 
diflances,  through  which  paffed  feveral  bars  run 
through  the  heads  of  men  who  had  been  facrificed. 
In  the  centre  of  the  fquare  flood  a  lofty  flone  tower, 
with  a  flair-cafe  that  confifled  of  120  fleps,  by  which 
the  people  afcended  to  the  top,  where  was  a  flat 
pavement  40  feet  fquare,  beautifully  paved  with 
jafper,  and  furrounded  with  a  bailuftrade  of  a  fer- 
pentine  form.  At  the  top  of  the  flairs  flood  two 
marble  ftatues,  well  executed,  fupporting  two  large 
candlefticks  of  an  extraordinary  make.  A  little  far- 
ther was  a  green  flone,  raifed  about  three  feet  from 
the  pavement,  on  which  the  priefls  extended  the  mi- 
ferable  viclim,  while  they  opened  his  bread  and 
plucked  out  his  heart.  Beyond  this  flone  flood  a 
chapel  of  excellent  workmanfhip,  which  fronted  the 
flair- cafe  \  and  here  the  idol  was  placed  upon  a  high 
altar,  furrounded  with  curtains.     This  idol  was  in 

the 
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the  form  of  a  man  fitting  in  a  chair,  fuftained  by  a 
blue  globe,  furnifhed  with  four  rods,  which  project 
from  the  fides,  each  terminating  in  a  ferpent's  head. 
By  thefe  rods,  the  idol  was  carried  by  the  priefts  on 
their  fhoulders,  when  it  was  expofed  to  public  view  : 
on  the  head  of  the  god  was  an  helmet,  compofed  of 
plumes,  in  the  form  of  a  bird,  with  a  bill  and  creft 
of  burnifhed  gold.  The  countenance  of  this  deity 
was  horrible.  The  ornaments  were  of  ineftimable 
value.  The  city  of  Mexico  had  eight  temples,  built 
nearly  in  the  fame  manner ;  but  thofe  of  a  fmaller 
fize,  dedicated  to  different  idols,  amounted  to  2000. 

Motezuma  had,  befide  the  palace  in  which  he 
kept  his  court,  feveral  magnificent  pleafure-houfes ; 
one  of  which  was  a  noble  building,  fupported  by 
pillars  of  jafper.  In  this  edifice  he  had  an  aviary  of 
thofe  birds  that  are  moft  remarkable  on  account  of 
their  fmging  and  feathers ;  and  thefe  were  fo  nume- 
rous, that  three  hundred  men  were  faid  to  be  em- 
ployed in  attending  them.  At  a  fmali  diflance  was 
another  very  large  edifice,  where  Motezuma's  fowlers 
refided,  and  took  care  of  his  birds  of  prey ;  among 
which  were  feme  bred  to  the  game,  like  our  hawks  : 
and  in  the  fame  place  we;  e  eagles  of  an  extraordinary 
fize,  and  extremely  voracious.  In  the  fecond  fquare 
of  this  laft  building  were  kept  the  wild  beafts.  as 
lions,  tigers,  bears,  and  Mexican  bulls,  which  are 
remarkably  fierce  and  ftrong ;  and  over  their  dens 
was  a  large  apartment,  where  buffoons  and  monfters 
were  kept  for  the  emperor's  diverfion.  All  thefe  fe- 
veral houfes  had  fpacious  and  well  cultivated  gardens, 
in  which  were  a  great  variety  of  flowers  and  medi- 
cinal herbs  fet  in  fquares.  They  were  alfo  adorned' 
with  fountains  and  beautiful  fummer  houfes. 

But  the  moft  fmgular  of  all  Motezuma's  edifices 
was  his  houfe  of  forrow,  to  which  he  retired  in  cafe 
of  any  public  calamity,  or  at  the  death  of  a  favou- 
rite relation.  It  was  well  calculated  for  promoting 
gloomy  reflections  y  for  the  walls,  roofs,  and  orna- 
ments 
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ments  were  black,  and  no  other  light  was  admitted, 
but  what  proceeded  from  fome  narrow  openings  in 
the  walls,  which  were  but  jufl  fufficient  to  difcover 
the  gloomy  objects  within. 

Motezuma  had  alio  ieveral  pleafant  country  re- 
treats, and  large  forefts  for  the  chafe  of  wild  beads, 
in  which  he  greatly  delighted.  In  thefe  fports  a  num- 
ber of  perfons  furrounded  the  game,  and  contracted 
the  circle  into  a  certain  fpace,  where  he  beheld  the 
combats  of  his  huntfmen  with  the  wild  beads,  in 
which  the  Mexicans  were  equally  dexterous  and  dar- 


ing. 


Motezuma  had  two  forts  of  guards  ;  the  one  of 
200  nobles,  who  were  obliged  to  attend  everyday 
at  the  palace,  to  guard  his  perfon.  This  attendance 
was  divided  between  two  bodies  that  were  upon  duty 
by  turns,  comprehending  the  lords  of  the  whole  em- 
pire, who  were  obliged  to  come  to  court  from  the 
moft  diilant  provinces,  This  was  a  fcheme  which 
Motezuma  himfelf  had  contrived  for  keeping  the 
nobility  in  dependance,  and  rendering  himfelf  ac- 
quainted with  their  perfons,  capacities  and  difpofi- 
tions.  His  other  guards  were  compofed  of  foldiers, 
who  filled  the  courts  of  the  palace,  and  were  polled 
in  bodies  at  the  principal  gates. 

Motezuma  had  two  wives,  who  bore  the  title  of 
queens,  and  were  the  daughters  of  tributary  princes  ; 
thefe  were  lodged  in  feparate  apartments,  and  lived 
in  equal  fplendor.  His  concubines,  however,  who 
were  fele&ed  from  the  moil  beautiful  women  through- 
out his  dominions,  exceeded  3000  ;  and  thefe,  when 
difmiffed,  were  married  by  perfons  of  the  firfl  qua- 
lity :  for  they  were  generally  rich,  and  thought  to 
be  highly  honoured  by  their  being  admitted  to  the 
emperor's  embraces. 

Though  he  often  ate  in  public,  it  was  always 
alone.  His  table  was  generally  furnifhed  with  above 
200  dimes  of  different  meats,  fome  of  which  were  well 
feafoned.     Of  thefe  he  chofe  a  certain  number  for 
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his  own  ufc,  and  the  reft  were  divided  among  the 
nobles  and  his  guards.  He  fat  on  a  little  ftool  at  a 
large  low  table;  the  cloths  and  napkins  of  which 
were  of  fine  cotton.  His  dining-room  was  divided  in 
the  middle  by  a  rail,  which  kept  both  the  crowd 
and  his  own  domeftics  at  a  diftance,  without  ob- 
ftrucling  the  view ;  and  within  the  rail  he  was  at- 
tended by  three  or  four  old  favourite  fervants.  The 
dimes  were  brought  in  by  twenty  women  richly  or- 
namented, who  ferved  up  the  meat,  and  prefented 
him  with  the  cup.  The  cloths  and  napkins,  as  well 
as  all  the  dimes  of  fine  earthen  ware,  on  their  being 
once  .ufed,  were  diftributed  among  the  fervants. 
After  his  meals  he  took  a  kind  of  chocolate,  and 
fmoaked  tobacco  perfumed  with  liquid  amber. 
Indeed  the  juice  of  this  herb  was  one  of  the  ingre- 
dients with  which  the  priefts  intoxicated  themfelves, 
whenever  they  were  obliged  to  deliver  an  oracular 
anfwer.  There  were  generally  at  the  table  three  or 
four  buffoons,  who  diverted  the  emperor  with  their 
ludicrous  talents  ;  and  at  proper  intervals  he  was 
entertained  with  mufic,  compofed  of  pipes  and  in- 
ftruments  made  of  fea  fhells,  accompanied  by  voices, 
which  formed  an  agreeable  concert.  The  fubject  of 
tht{&  fongs  was  generally  the  memorable  aclions  of 
their  kings,  and  the  exploits  of  their  anceftors. 
They  had  alfo  merry  fongs  ufed  in  dancing ;  when 
the  voice  was  accompanied  with  two  little  drums, 
made  of  hollow  pieces  of  wood,  of  different  fizes 
and  founds. 

Upon  other  occafions  the  people  afTembied  in  the 
porches  and  fquares  of  the  temples,  made  matches 
for  wreftling,  running  races,  and  mooting  at  a 
mark.  Here  were  likewife  rope-dancers,-who  perform- 
ed with  furprifing  dexterity,  without  the  afliftance  of 
poles  ;  and  alfo  great  numbers  of  people  playing  at 
ball,  near  the  ftatue  of  an  idol  brought  out  by  the 
priefts,  as  the  fuperintendant  of  that  diverfion.  In 
fhort,  the  people  of  Mexico  were  almoft  daily  di- 
verted 
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verted  with  fuch  fpedfocles  and  amufe merits,  as  were 
calculated  by  Motezuma  to  entertain  them,  and 
prevent  their  employing  their  thoughts  to  his  pre- 
judice. 

The  great  revenue  which  enabled  Motezuma  to 
fupport  the  expence  of  his  court,  and  to  keep  two 
large  armies  conftantly  in   the  field,  arofe  from  the 
contributions  levied  on-  the  fubject,  which  amounted 
'to  one  third  of  the  annual  produce  of  that  vaft  em- 
pire •,  from  the  falt-works  and  other  taxes,  eftablifh- 
ed  from  time  immemorial,  and  from  the  produce  of 
the  gold  and  filver  mines.     All  the  towns  in  the 
neighbourhood  of-  Mexico   provided   men    for   the 
king's  works,  and  fuel  for  the  palace.     The  nobility- 
were  obliged  to  guard  the  emperor's  perfon,  to  ferve 
in  his  armies  with  a  certain  number  of  vaifals,  and 
to  make  him  prefents  ;  which,  though  he  received 
as  gifts,  they  durft  not  neglect.     He  had  different 
treafures  for  all  the  different  kinds  of  contributions^ 
and  the  tribunal  of  the  crown  revenue,  having  iflii- 
ed  out  what  was   necelfary  for  the  expence  of  the 
palaces,  and  for  war,    converted  the  overplus  into 
ingots  of  gold.     Befide  this  tribunal,    there  was  a 
council  of  juflice,  which  received  appeals  from  in- 
ferior courts ;  a  council   of  date,  and  a  council  of 
war  -,  judges  of  commerce,  and  other   officers.     As 
they  had  no  written  laws,  but  were  governed  by  the 
cuftoms  and  inftitutions  of  their  ancestors,  their  trials 
were  fummary  and  verbal :  murder,  theft,  adultery, 
and  any  flight  difrefpect  toward  the  emperor,   were 
punifned  with  death  -9  but  all  other  crimes  were  eafily 
pardoned, 

When  an  emperor  was  elected,  he  was  obliged  to 

[  a  I  obtain  fome  victory  over  his  enemies,,  before  he  was 

rm'      permitted  to  afcend  the   throne :    but  having   thus 

proved  himfelf  qualified  for  the  talk  of  reigning,  by 

:at     his  fuccefs,    he   returned  in  triumph;    and  having 

made  his  public  entry  with  great  (late  and  folemnity, 

to     all  the  nobility^  minifters,  and  priefts,  attended  him 
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to  the  temple  of  the  god  of  war,  where  he  alighted  from 
his  chariot,  and  having  offered  the  accuftomary  facrn 
fice,  was  cloathed  by  the  electors  in  royal  robes  ;  who 
alfo  put  into  his  right  hand,  a  golden  fword,  as  an  en- 
fign  of  juftice  •,  and  in  his  left,  a  bow  and  arrows,  to 
fignify  his  power  and  command  in  war.  Then  the 
cacique  of  Tezeuco  placed  a  kind  of  gold  mitre 
on  his  head.  This  ceremony  being  performed,  one 
of  the  molt  eloquent  of  the  magiftrates  made  a 
fpeech,  in  which  he  congratulated  him  on  his  new 
dignity,  expatiated  on  the  cares  and  troubles  that 
attend  a  throne,  and  upon  the  duty  of  a  fovereign* 
The  chief  prieft  then  approaching,  tendered  him  an 
oath  •,  by  which  he  bound  himfelf  to  maintain  the 
religion  of  his  anceftors,  and  the  laws  and  cuftoms 
of  the  empire ;  to  treat  his  vaffals  with  lenity :  and 
abfurdly  promifed  to  procure  feafonable  rains,  to  pre^ 
vent  fterility,  inundations,  and  the  malignant  influ- 
ences of  the  fun  and  planets. 

New-born  infants  were  taken  with  great  folemnity 
to  the  temples,  where  the  priefts  gave  them  fome 
admonitions  relating  to  the  troubles  to  which  they 
were  born.  When  the  child  was  the  fon  of  one  of* 
the  nobles,  they  put  a  fword  into  his  right  hand  \ 
and  upon  his  left  arm  a  fhield,  kept  in  the  temple 
for  that  purpofe.  If  he  was  of  a  plebeian  extrac- 
tion, they  put  mechanical  inftruments  in  his  hands  ; 
but  the  females  of  both  ranks  were  prefented  with 
the  fpindle  and  diftaff.  After  this  ceremony  was 
performed,  the  infant  was  taken  to  the  altar,  and 
his  privities  pricked  with  a  thorn,  or  cut  with  a  lan- 
cet of  flint,  fo  as  to  draw  a  few  drops  of  blood ; 
which  was  no  fooner  done,  than  they  were  fprinkled 
with  water.  The  children  of  the  plebeians  were  in- 
ftructed  in  public  fchools,  and  thofe  of  the  nobility 
in  well  endowed  colleges,  where  they  pafled  through 
three  fucceffive  clafles  ;  in  the  firft  of  which  they 
were  taught  to  read  the  characters  and  hieroglyphics, 
and  to  repeat  the  hiftorical  fori gs  :  in  the  fecond,  they 

were 
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were  inftru&ed  in  the  rules  of  civility,  modefty,  and 
a  polite  behaviour :  and  in  the  third,  they  were  in- 
ured to  robuft  exercifes,  as  wreitling,  managing  their 
arms ;  the  hardfhips  of  fuffering  hunger  and  thirft, 
and  the  inclemencies  of  the  weather.  Having  ac- 
quired thefe  qualifications,  the  young  noblemen  who 
were  defigned  for  war,  were  fent  as  volunteers  to  the 
army,  in  order  to  accuftom  them  to  dangers  and 
hardfhips  •,  where  they  were  often  placed  among  the 
baggage-men,  and  their  moulders  loaded  with  pro- 
vifions,  to  mortify  their  vanity,  and  inure  their  bo- 
dies to  fatigue.  After  which  they  were  obliged  to 
give  fome  proofs  of  valour,  before  they  could  be  en- 
rolled as  foldiers. 

Their  marriage  ceremony  was  very  fimple :  for 
the  contract  being  fettled,  the  parties  appeared  in 
the  temple ;  when  the  prieft  having  examined  them 
with  refpect  to  their  mutual  paflion,  he  tied  a  tip 
of  the  woman's  veil  to  the  corner  of  the  bride- 
groom's garment,  and  accompanied  them,  joined  in 
this  manner,  to  their  habitation,  where  they  went 
feven  times  round  the  fire,  and  then  fitting  down 
to  receive  an  equal  fhare  of  the  heat,  the  marriage 
was  compleated.  The  hufband  then  requefted  the 
bride's  portion  \  but,  in  cafe  of  feparation,  was  after- 
ward obliged  to  return  it,  which  was  often  ef- 
fected by  mutual  confent.  In  that  cafe,  the  boys  re- 
mained with  the  father,  and  the  girls  with  the  mo- 
ther •,  and  the  marriage  being  thus  diflblved,  the 
parties  were  forbid  to  join  again  on  pain  of  death. 

The  Mexicans  believed  the  immortality  of  the 
foul,  and  that  it  was  rewarded  or  punifhed  in  a  fu- 
ture ftate ;  but  buried  gold  and  filver  with  the  de- 
ceafed  to  defray  the  expence  of  their  journey,  which 
they  imagined  to  be  long  and  troublefome.  Some 
fervants  were  even  (lain  to  bear  them  company ;  and 
the  wives  frequently  killed  themfelves  in  order  to-ac- 
company  their  hufoands  :  and  when  the  emperor  died, 

all 
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all  his  houfhold  officers  and  favourites  were  obliged  t6 
follow  him  to  the  other  world. 

The  Mexican  year,  as  well  as  ours,  con  lifted  of  365 
days,  but  was  divided  into  eighteen  months,  of 
twenty  days  each  •,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year,  five 
days  appropriated  to  pleafure,  and  a  ceffation  from 
bu finds,  were  added  to  make  it  anfwer  the  courfe 
of  the  fun.  They  had  alfo  a  kind  of  weeks  of  thir- 
teen days,  to  which  different  names  were  given  ;  and 
a  much  longer  period,  (tiled  ages,  which  confuted  o 
four  weeks  of  years.  This  large  period  was  repre 
fented  in  a  very  fingular  manner  :  In  the  centre  of 
circle,  divided  into  fifty  two  degrees,  allowing  a  year 
for  each,  they  painted  the  fun  ;  from  whofe  rays  pro- 
ceeded four  lines  of  different  colours,  which  equal- 
ly, divided  the  circumference,  leaving  thirteen  de- 
grees to  each  quarter  :  and  here  the  fun  had  his 
profperous  or  adverfe  afpects,  according  to  the  co- 
lour of  the  line.  In  a  larger  circle,  which  inclofed 
the  other,  they  marked  with  their  characters  the 
chief  occurrences  of  the  age  ;  and  thefe  fecular  an- 
nals were  confidered  as  public  inftruments  that  ferved 
for  proofs  of  hiftorical  facts. 

The  Mexicans  feemed  to  vie  with  each  other,  in 
exprefiing  their  regard  for  the  Spaniards.  They 
were  daily  entertained  with  fome  new  diverfion,  at 
which  Motezuma  appeared  in  perfon  •,  a  condefcen- 
fion  that  infpired  the  people  with  a  higher  reverence 
and  efteem  for  thefe  ftrangers.  He  appeared  parti- 
cularly fond  of  Cortes ;  fpending  great  part  of  his 
time  with  him  :  and  contracted  an  acquaintance  with 
his  captains,  to  whom  he  frequently  made  prefents  ; 
in  which  he  diftinguifhed  the  merit  of  each  with 
great  difcernment.  Thus  the  Spaniards  enjoyed  an 
agreeable  repoie  ;  but  were  at  length  alarmed  by  a 
letter  from  Vera  Cruz,  brought  by  two  Tlafcalan 
foldiers,  who  had  difguifed  themfelves,  fo  as  to  ap- 
pear like  Mexicans,  and  had  entered  the  city  un- 
perceived. 

This 
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This  letter  informed  Cortes,  that  fome  of  the  In- 
dians in  alliance  with  the  Spaniards  complained  to 
Juan  de  Efcalante,  that  Qualpopoca,  one  of  Mote- 
zuma's  generals,  had  aflembled  a  great  body  of  for- 
ces upon  the  frontiers  of  Zempoalla,  where  they 
levied  contributions  with  great  cruelty.  Upon  which 
Efcalante  fen t  to  defire  the  Mexican  general  to  fuf- 
pend  hoftilities  till  further  orders  mould  come  from 
Mexico,  where  the  Spaniards,  the  allies  of  thofe 
people,  were  entertained  by  Motezuma  with  great 
hofpitality.  But  Qualpopoca  fending  a  very  info- 
lent  anfwer,  Efcalante  was  fo  provoked,  that  he 
marched  againft  him  at  the  head  of  forty  Spaniards, 
and  2000  Indians  •,  and  coming  to  an  engagement, 
he  put  the  Mexicans  to  flight  \  and  notwithstanding 
his  being  almoft  entirely  abandoned  by  his  Indian 
allies,  purfued  them  to  the  next  town,  where  he  at- 
tacked them  with  fuch  refolution,  that  he  entirely 
routed  and  diflodged  them.  This  victory  however 
coft  the  Spaniards  very  dear ;  for  Juan  de  Efcalante 
was  mortally  wounded,  fix  of  the  foldiers  alfo  re- 
ceived feveral  wounds,  and  Juan  de  Arguillo,  a  man 
of  extraordinary  flature,  was  carried  off  alive.  In 
this  letter  the  council  of  Vera  Cruz  defired  Cortes  to 
appoint  them  a  new  governor,  and  to  give  directions 
relating  to  their  affairs. 

Cortes  being  greatly  concerned  at  the  lofs  of  Juan 
de  Efcalante,  he  communicated  the  letter  to  his  cap- 
tains -,  defired  that  each  of  them  would  give  his  opi- 
nion freely  at  their  next  meeting  -,  and  the  following 
morning  fent  for  fome  of  the  mof!:  fenfible  Indians 
in  his  army,  when  having  aiked  them,  if  they  had 
lately  perceived  any  change  in  the  behaviour  or  dif- 
courfe  of  the  Mexicans  ?  They  informed  him,  that 
the  nobles  appeared  pen  five  and  myfterious ;  that 
they  had  heard  fome  of  the  people  talk  of  breaking 
down  the  caufeway  -,  and  that  there  was  a  report  that 
a  Spaniard's  head  had  been  prefented  to  Motezuma, 
who  viewed   it  with  aftonimment  on  account  of  its 
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largenefs,  and  the  ftercenefs  of  its  afped,  and  imme^ 
diately  ordered  it  to  be  concealed. 

From  thefe  circumftances,  and  particularly  that  of 
the  head,  which  Cortes  fuppofed  belonged  to  Ar- 
guillo,    he  immediately  concluded,  that  the  Mexi- 
cans wer^e  refolved   on   his  deftruclion,    and   Mote 
zuma  himfelf  had  concerted   the  ruin  of  the  Spa 
niards  -,  he  therefore  immediately  aflembled  his  coun 
cil,  compofed  of  the  captains  and  fome  favourite  fo' 
diers,    and   having  told  them    his  hints  he  had  re- 
ceived from  the  Indians,  afked  their  advice.     Som 
propofed    that   they    mould    retire  privately  in  th 
night ;    others   that  they   mould   obtain  a   pafTpor 
from    Motezuma,    and    then    retire  publickly,    and 
march  to  the  relief  of  Vera  Cruz  :  but  the  greater!: 
part  were  of  opinion,  that  they  fhould  continue  at 
Mexico  without  Teeming  to  know  what  had  parTed 
at  Vera  Cruz,  till  they  could  find  a  proper  oppor- 
tunity for  retreating  with  fafety.     However  none  of 
thefe  fchemes  were  approved  by  Cortes,  who  pro- 
pofed their   feizing  Motezuma,    conveying   him  to 
their  own  quarters,  and  detaining  him  there  as  an 
hoftage  for  the  fincerity  of  his  people.     This  darin 
propofal  he  fupported  with  all  his  eloquence,  a 
with    fuch    fuccefs,    that   it  was    urranimoufly 
plauded. 

Cortes  having  chofen  the  hour,    when  the  Spa- 
niards -were  accuflomed  to   wait  upon    Motezuma, 
for  the  execution  'of  his  bold  project,    ordered  his 
people  to  arm  themfelves  in  their  quarters,  private]* 
to  faddle  their  horfes,  and  to  wlait  without  noife  folljii^. 
farther  infiructions.     He  then  occupied  all  the  avc-' 
nues  to  the  palace,  with  fmall  fcattered  detachments  \ 
and  directing  thirty  choice  men   to  follow  him  at 
diftance,  went  thither  attended   by  four  of  his  ca 
tains,  who,  as   they  ufually  carried  their  arms  wi 
them,  their  doing  fo  new  occafioned  no  fufpicio 
Motezuma,  according  to  cuftom,  came  out  of  h 
apartment  to  receive  the  vifit>  and  his  fervants  retire 
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as  ufual,  to  another  part  of  the  palace ;  when  Cor- 
tes, with  an  air  of  refentment,  complained  of  the 
Mexican  general  for  attacking  his  confederates,  in 
violation  of  a  peace,  under  which  they  thought 
themfelves  fecure  •,  for  murdering  a  Spaniard  in  cold 
blood,  and  endeavouring  to  vindicate  his  perfidious 
conduct,  by  declaring  that  he  acted  in  obedience  to 
his  majefty's  commands. 

On  hearing  this  charge,  Motezuma  changed  co- 
lour, but  denied  it  with  marks  of  confufion;  when 
Cortes,  pretending  to  believe  him  innocent,  replied, 
that  after  fuch  a  declaration  made  by  his  general, 
neither  the  Spaniards  nor  his  own  fubjects  would  be 
undeceived,  unlefs  he  took  fome  extraordinary  ftep 
to  efface  the  imprefiion  made  by  fuch  a  calumny. 
That  he  was  therefore  come  to  beg,  he  would  with- 
out any  difturbance  repair  with  him  to  the  Spanilh 
quarters ;  where  he  mould  be  treated  with  all  the 
reverence  and  refpecl  due  to  his  majeffy,  till  his  cha- 
racter mould  be  vindicated  to  the  fatisfaclion  of  all 
mankind,  Motezuma,  amazed  and  incenfed  at  the 
boldnefs  of  this  requeft,  replied,  that  princes  of  his 
rank  were  not  accuftomed  to  go  tamely  to  prifon ; 
nor  would  his  fubjecls  permit  his  fo  far  forgetting 
his  duty,  as  to  (loop  to  fo  bale  a  compliance.  Not- 
withftanding  Cortes  made  ufe  of  other  arguments, 
he  (till  refufed  to  leave  his  palace  •,  but  being  fen- 
fible  of  his  danger,  offered  to  fend  immediately  for 
Qualpopoca,  and  to  deliver  him  with  all  his  officers 
into  Cortes's  hands,  and  in  the  mean  time  to  give 
him  two  of  his  fons  as  hoflages  for  the  performance 
of  his  promile.  Cortes,  however,  was  not  fatisfied 
with  thefe  expedients  ;  and  his  captains,  apprehend- 
ing that  the  delay'  might  be  dangerous,  began  to 
grow  clamorous ;  and,  among  others,  Juan  VTelaf- 
quez  de  Leon,  called  aloud,  fince  he  will  not  hear 
reafon,  let  us  feize  him  'by  force,  or  kill  him  on  thQ 
fpot.  The  emperor  hearing  this  uttered  in  an  angry 
tone,  defired  to  know  what  he  faid ;  when  Marina, 
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to  whom  he^addreflfed  himfelf,  earneftly  exhorted 
him,  as  his  own  vaflal  and  fubject,  to  comply  with- 
out hefitation,  in  order  to  preferve  his  life  j  which 
had  fuch  an  effect,  that  he  inftantly  rofe  from  his 
feat,  and  faid  to  Cortes,  "  I  truft  myfelf  in  your 
"  hands,  let  us  go  to  your  quarters,  for  fo  the  gods 
"  have  decreed."  He  then  ordered  his  fervants  to 
get  ready  his  equipage ;  told  his  minifters  that  he 
had  refolved  to  pafs  fome  days  in  the  Spanifli  quar- 
ters, and  ordered  the  captain  of  the  guard  to  march 
with  a  body  of  troops  and  take  Qualpopoca  and  his 
officers  prifoners,  that  they  might  fuffer  for  having 
invaded  Zempoalla. 

Motezuma  having  given  thefe  directions,  which 
Marina  explained  to  Cortes  and  his  officers,  he  left 
the  palace  with  his  ufual  attendants  -y  the  Spaniards, 
on  pretence  of  refpect,  marching  clofe  by  his  chariot, 
which,  as  ufual,  was  carried  on  the  moulders  of  his 
nobles.  However,  a  report  was  inftantly  fpread, 
that  the  ftrangers  feized  the  emperor's  perfon ;  when 
the  ftreets  were  fuddenly  filled  with  crowds  of  peo- 
ple, who  rent  the  air  with  their  cries  •,  threw  them- 
felves  on  the  ground,  (hedding  floods  of  tears  for 
their  unhappy  prince  •,  and  a  general  infurrection 
would  have  certainly  followed,  had  not  Motezuma, 
with  a  ferene  countenance  commanded  filence,  and 
allured  the  populace  that  he  was  going  of  his  own 
accord  to  fpend  a  few  days  with  his  friends  the  Spa- 
niards. On  his  reaching  their  quarters  he  ordered 
his  guards  to  diiperfe  the  populace,  and  his  minifters 
to  make  it  known,  that  the  lead  tumult  or  difturb- 
ance,  fhould  be  punifhed  with  death.  He  then  be- 
haved in  a  very  courteous  manner  to  the  Spanifh  fol- 
diers,  who  came  out  to  receive  him  -,  and  having 
chofen  an  apartment,  at  fome  diftance  from  thofe  in 
xhe  polTeffion  of  the  Spaniards,  it  was  inftantly  fur- 
niihedfor  his  reception. 

Cortes  immediately  doubled   the   guards,    pofted 
centinels  at  all  the  avenues  ;  and,  under  the  pretence 

of 
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of  keeping  his  majefty  from  being  crowded,  reftricl:- 
ed  the  minifters  and  courtiers  that  waited  upon  Mote- 
zuma  to  a  certain  number.  Mean  while  he  preferred 
all  the  formalities  of  decorum,  and  treated  the  em- 
peror with  his  ufual  refpect,  while  that  prince  ap- 
peared chearful  and  in  good  humour,  and  feemed 
perfectly  pleafed  with  his  iituation.  He  ftill  exercifed 
all  the  functions  of  royalty,  held  councils,  granted 
audiences,  and  with  the  fame  freedom  as  ufual,  regu- 
lated both  the  civil  and  military  government  of  his 
kingdom.  His  table  was  fupplied  from  the  palace  in 
a  mod  plentiful  manner,  in  order  that  the  Spaniards 
might  feaft  on  the  fuperfluity  •,  and  he  conftandy  fent 
fome  delicacies  to  Cortes  and  his  captains,  each  of 
whom  he  could  call  by  their  names.  While  he  ocea- 
fionally  converfed  with  them,  he  ftudied  their  tem- 
pers, and  without  defcending  beneath  the  dignity  of 
his  character,  feafoned  his  difcourfe  with  pleafantry. 
All  the  time  in  which  he  was  not  employed  in  bufi- 
nefs,  he  pafTed  among  them  •,  and  fometimes  he  played 
with  Cortes  at  Tololoque,  a  game  which  confifted  of 
tipping  down  fmall  pins  of  gold,  with  little  balls  of  the 
fame  metal;  and  as  they  played  for  jewels  and  trinkets, 
the  emperor  difiributed  his  winnings  among  the  Spa- 
niards, and  Cortes  fhared  his  good  fortune  among 
Mote zu ma's  inferior  officers. 

While  things  were  in  this  fkuation,  the  captain  of 
the  guard  returned  with  Qualpopoca,  his  fon,  and 
fifteen  of  the  nobles  •,  they  had  furrendered  themfelves 
at  the  fight  of  the  royal  fignet^  and  now  arrived  m 
about  twenty  days  after  the  beginning  of  Motezuma's 
confinement.  Many  great  men  went  out  to  meet 
them,  and  their  general  was  brought  in  upon  men's 
moulders,  when  Qualpopoca  appearing  before  the 
emperor,  the  latter  upbraided  him  for  having  killed 
the  Spaniard,  and  delivered  him  and  the  other  officers 
into  the  hands  of  Cortes,  to  whom  they  confelTed 
themfelves  guilty  of  having  violated  the  peace  of  their 
Own  accord.,  and  of  their  having  ordered  Arguillo  to 
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be  put  to  death,  till  finding  that  the  Spanifh  general 
refolved  to  take  away  their  lives,  they  laid  the  whole 
blame  upon  the  emperor,  whofe  orders  they  had 
obeyed.  Cortes,  however,  treated  this  as  a  malicious 
afperfion,  brought  them  to  a  formal  trial,  in  which} 
the  Spaniards  were  both  the  judges  and  -accufers,  and 
cruelly  fentenced  them  to  be  burned  alive. 

To  deter  Motezuma  from  endeavouring  to  prevent 
the  execution  of  this  fentence,  the  general  refolved  on. 
taking  another  furprifing  Hep.  He  went  into  that 
prince's  prefence,  accompanied  by  Marina,  and  three 
or  four  captains,  with  a  common  foldier  carrying  fet- 
ters, and  having  faluted  the  emperor  with  his  ufual 
refpecl,  aiTumed  a  peremptory  look,  and  in  a  loud 
voice  told  him,  that  Qtialpopoca  and  his  officers  had 
acknowledged  the  crimes  for  which  they  were  con- 
demned to  death  •,  but  as  they  pretended  they  had 
done  nothing  without  his  orders,  it  was  neceffary  that 
he  mould  fuffer  fome  perfonal  mortification.  He 
then,  with  an  air  of  authority,  commanded  the  foldier 
to  fhackle  Motezuma,  and  then  leaving  him,  gave 
orders  to  the  guards  to  prevent  his  having  any  com- 
munication with  his  m millers. 

Motezuma's  aftonimment  at  being  treated  in  this 
Ignominious  manner,  was  fo  great,  that  he  had  nei- 
ther power  to  refifT,  nor  fpeech  to  complain ;  while 
his  fervants,  without  uttering  a  word,  threw  them- 
felves  at  his  feet,  and,  with  figns  of  the  deepeft  afflic- 
tion, fupported  the  weight  of  his  fetters,  to  prevent 
their  hurting  his  legs.  However,  when  he  firrt  re- 
covered from  his  amazement,  he  flew  into  atranfport 
of  rage ;  but  foon  recovering  himfelf  collected  his  for- 
titude, and  believing  his  life  in  danger,  waited  his 
fate  with  dignity  and  refignatiom 

In  the  mean  time  Cortes  ordered  the  Mexican  ge- 
neral, with  his  fon  and  the  reft  of  the  officers,  to  be 
conducted  under  a  ftrong  guard  of  Spaniards,  to  a 
large  fquare,  where,  in  the  prefence  of  an  innumerable 
£oncourie  of  people,  their  hands  and  feet  were  bound, 

after 
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after  which  they  were  placed  on  a  large^  pile  of  brokea- 
bows  and  arrows ;  and  fire  being  ftt  to  it,  they  were 
foon  burned,  to  the  amazement  of  all  the  fpectators, 
who,  without  making  the  lead  diilurbance,  were 
itruck  with  awe  and  admiration.  Cortes  then  return- 
ed to  Motezuma's  apartment,  and  telling  him  with  a 
fmile,  that;  the  traitors  who  had  prefumed  to  blemiih 
his  majeuVs  character,  had  now  received  their  juft 
punifhment,  he  ffooped  down,  and  with  his  own 
hands  took  off  the  fetters.  The  emperor  received  his 
liberty  with  a  tumultuous  joy,  embraced  Cortes  fe- 
deral times,  and  fitting  both  of  them  down  together, 
entered  into  amicable  converfation,  during  which  the 
Spanifh  general  let  him  know,  that  as  the  caufe  of 
his  detention  was  now  removed,  he  might  return  to 
his  palace  whenever  he  pleafed.  This  was  however 
no  more  than  a  political  offer,  which  he  knew  he 
would  not  embrace ;  for  Marina  had  been  ordered  to 
infufe  into  him  a  firm  belief,  that  if  he  quitted  the 
Spanifh  quarters,  before  Cortes's  departure,  he  would 
fuffer  greatly  in  his  reputation,  as  foon  as  it  mould  be 
known  that  he  received  his  liberty  from  the  hand  of 
another.  He  therefore  declined  the  offer,  and  made 
a  merit  of  his  flay  by  faying,  that  on  his  return  to  his 
palace,  his  nobility  and  minifters  would  prefs  him  to 
take  up  arms,  in-  order  to  obtain  fatisfaction  for  the 
injury  he  had  undergone  •,  and  therefore,  out  of  regard 
£0  the  Spaniards,  he  would  remain"  where  he  was. 

From  this  time  the  emperor  feemed  perfectly  fatif- 
lied  with  his  fituation,  and  at  length  had  fuch- con- 
fidence in  Cortes,  that  he  reprefented  to  him  the  ex- 
pediency of  allowing  him  to  vifit  fome  of  his  temples, 
that  his  fubjects  might  no  longer  look  upon  him  as  a 
prifoner ;  which  Cortes  readily  granted,  upon  condition 
that  human  facrifices  fhould  be  abolifhed.  His  firit 
excurfion  was  to  the  principal  temple,  which  he  en- 
tered with  his  ufual  pomp  and  attendance,  and  his 
appearance  was  celebrated  with  the  joyful  acclamations 
pf  the  people,  among  whom  he  distributed  his  bounty 
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with  uncommon  liberality.  From  this  time  he  went 
abroad  as  often  as  he  pleafed,  fometimes  to  the  palace 
of  his  wives,  and  at  others  to  his  pleafure-houfes, 
where  he  enjoyed  his  former  amufements,  but  never 
without  mentioning  it  to  Cortes,  who  generally  at- 
tended him  in  his  parties  of  diveriion,  and  feemed  fo 
highly  to  engrofs  his  favour,  that  the  nobles  who  had 
any  petition  to  offer  to  the  emperor,  conftantly  folli- 
cited  the  general's  intereft,  which  always  proved  fuc- 
cefsful. 

But  notwithilanding  this  feeming  tranquillity,  the 
broken  expreffions  overheard  by  the  Tlaicalans,  about 
breaking  the  caufeways,  and  removing  the  bridges, 
had  made  fuch  a  deep  impreffion  upon  Cortes's  mind, 
that  he  refolved  to  make  himfelf  matter  of  the  lake, 
by  building  two  brigantines  upon  it. 

Filled  with  this  idea,  he  raifed  Motezuma's  cu- 
riofity,  by  defcribing  the  manner  of  failing  with  the 
.  wind,  which  was  entirely  unknown  to  the  Mexicans, 
and  obtained  his  permiffton  to  build  two  veflels  for  his 
rnajefty?s  amufement,  and  the  inftru&ion  of  his  fub- 
jedts.  He  then  ordered  the  nails,  cordage,  canvas, 
and  other  tackle,  belonging  to  the  Spanifh  fhips  that 
had  been  funk,  to  be  brought  from  Vera  Cruz,  and 
fome  builders  who  had  enlifted  as  foldiers,  were  im- 
mediately fet  at  work,  with  many  of  the  Mexican  car- 
penters, who  followed  their  directions,  fo  that  in  a 
fhort  time  the  brigantines  were  compleated,  and  Mo- 
tezuma  refplyed  to  embark  with  the  Spaniards,  in 
order  to  have  a  nearer  view  of  this  ftrange  kind  of 
navigation.  Great  preparations  were  made  for  this 
tincommon  fpectacle';  a  prodigious  number  of  canoes 
belonging  to  the  emperor  and  others,  were  Enely  de- 
corated and  manned  with  the  moil  expert  rowers. 
The  Mexicans  firmly  believing  that  their  boats  woulcj 
exceed  the  brigantines  in  fwiftnefs  :  However,  a 
breeze  no  fooner  fprung  up,  than  thefe  veffels  unfurled 
their  fails,  and  foon  left  the  canoes  at  a  great  diftance, 
p  the  great  amazement  of  the  Indians ;  who  could 

form, 
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form  no  idea  of  the  European  manner  of  fteering  and 
working  fuch  floating  houies  :  and  they  exprefsly  de- 
clared, that  by  means  of  thefe  wonderful  machines, 
they  believed  the  Spaniards  could  perfectly  command 
the  elements  of  wind  and  water.  The  aftonilhment 
of  Motezuma  was  mingled  with  joy,  and  he  beheld 
the  victory  with  the  higheft  delight,  though  it  was 
obtained  over  his  own  fubjects. 

The  emperor  now  became  daily  more  attached  to 
Cortes,  while  the  latter  laid  hold  of  this  opportunity* 
to  defire  his  afiiftance  in  accomplishing  various  things 
he  had  in  view  :  the  firft  of  which  was  the  knowledge 
of  the  gold  mines  ;  their  fituation ;  how  they  were 
wrought,  and  what  quantity  of  that  precious  metal 
was  brought  from  them.  Motezuma  gave  him  very 
clear  and  diftinct  anfwers  to  all  thofe  inquiries;  and 
for  his  further  fatisfaction,  allowed  fuch  of  his  people 
as  he  could  truft,  to  go  to  the  mines,  both  within  and 
without  his  dominions.  Cortes  being  alfo  defirous 
of  having  a  map  of  the  coaft  of  the  Mexican  empire, 
in  order  to  be  the  better  able  to  fix  upon  fome  port, 
to  which  fupplies  might  be  fent  him,  the  emperor 
ordered  his  painters  to  draw  an  exact  reprefentation 
of  all  his  territories,  with  all  the  bays,  harbours3  and 
creeks  upon  the  coaft. 

While  the  Spanim  general  continued  to  enjoy  Mo- 
tezuma's  favour,  a  plot  was  formed,  which  neither 
the  emperor  nor  Cortes  could  forefee.  Cacumazin, 
the  emperor's  own  nephew,  who  was  cacique  of  Te- 
zuco,  being  a  young  man  of  great  vivacity,  art,  and 
ambition,  under  the  pretence  of  delivering  Mo- 
tezuma, entertained  deftgns  of  afcending  the  throne 
of  Mexico,  either  by  occafioning  an  immediate  re- 
volution, or  by  obtaining  it  by  the  favour  of  the  peo- 
ple at  the  next  election.  Motezuma  was  no  fooner 
informed  of  this  plot,  than  he  went  to  communicate 
the  particulars  to  Cortes,  who  by  means  of  his  fpies, 
was  already  informed  of  the  whole.  He  however 
returned  the  emperor  thanks  for  his  information,  and 

begged 
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begged  to  be  allowed  to  march  out  with  the  Spa- 
niards, to  chaflize  Cacumazin.  Motezu ma  urged  fe- 
veral  good  arguments  againft  this  propofal,  defired 
the  general  to  leave  the  punifhment  of  the  offender 
to  his  care,  and  foon  took  fuch  meafures,  that  hi$ 
nephew  was  feized  and  brought  prifoner  to  Mexico, 
where  he  was  clofely  confined.  At  this  very  time 
Cacumazin  had  a  brother  in  Mexico,  who  was  a 
youth  of  great  courage,  whom  Motezuma  had  taken 
into  his  protection  •,  but  a  few  days  before  he  had 
narrowly  efcaped  a  fnare  which  Cacumazin,  in  confe- 
rence of  fome  domeftic  jealoufies,  had  laid  for  his 
life.  Upon  this  occafion  Cortes  difluaded  the  em- 
peror from  putting  a  prince  of  the  blood  to  death  by 
a  public  execution ;  but  advifed  him  to  deprive  Ca- 
cumazin of  his  rank  and  dominions,  and  to  beftow 
them  on  his  brother,  who  deferved  that  mark  of  in- 
dulgence. Motezuma  was  greatly  pleafed  with  this 
advice,  which  he  inftantly  communicated  to  his 
counci),  who  applauded  it  as  equally  jufl  and  merci- 
ful ;  and  this  manner  of  chaftizing  without  bloodfhed, 
being  admired  by  the  whole  empire,  had  fuch  an 
effect  on  the  reft  of  the  confpirators,  that  they  dif- 
banded  their  troops,  and  had  recourfe  to  the  clemency 
of  the  emperor3  whofe  pardon  they  obtained  through 
the  interceflien  of  Cortes, 

But  though  Motezuma  appeared  fo  well  fatisfied 
*yith  Cortes,  he  was  far  from  being  pleafed  at  the 
Spaniards  flaying  fo  long  in  his  capital,  and  feyeral 
mortifying  reflections  difturbed  his  repofe.  He, 
however,  entirely  concealed  the  difpofition  of  his 
mind,  and  when  he  actually  propofcd  to  Cortes  the 
fcheme  he  had  formed  to  get  rid  of  him,  Cortes  was 
fo  far  from  conceiving  it  in  that  light,  that  he 
thought  it  the  higher!  act  of  favour  Motezuma  had 
ever  conferred  upon  him.  He  took  a  proper  oppor- 
tunity to  inform  him,  that  he  was  now  prepared  to 
make  a  voluntary  acknowledgement  of  the  vaffalage 
he  owed  to  the  king  of  Spain,  as  the  fucceffor  of 

Que- 
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Qaezalcoal ;  that  he  would  convoke  a  general  aflfembly 
of  his  nobles  for  that  purpofe,  and  as  a  mark  of  that 
yaffalage,  would  prefent  the  moil  valuable  jewels  of 
his  treafury  to  the  Spanifh  monarch,  and  did  not 
doubt  but  all  his  caciques  would  follow  his  example. 

Motezuma,  agreeably  to  his  promife,  difpatched 
courtiers  to  convene  all  the  caciques  of  his  empire, 
according  to  a  cuftom  practifed  on  important  occa- 
fions.  They  came  with  equal  fplendor  and  expedi- 
tion, and  the  council  was  arTembled  in  the  king's 
apartment,  in  the  prefence  of  Cortes  and  his  captains. 
The  emperor  began  with  a  ftudied  fpeech,  in  which 
he  reminded  them  of  the  obligations  they  were  under 
|:o  him  as  their  fovereign  and  benefactor  •,  and  having 
arTured  them,  that  he  had  both  confulted  and  obtained 
the  approbation  of  the  gods,  with  refpect  to  the  caufe 
of  their  meeting,  repeated  the  ftory  and  prophecy  of 
Quezalcoal,  declared  that  the  king  of  Spain  was  the 
jdefcendant  of  that  mighty  prince,  and  confequently 
the  lawful  fovereign  of  the  Mexican  Empire,  to 
whom  both  he  and  they  were  bound  to  pay  obedience, 
as  a  mark  of  which  he  had  felecled  for  an  offering 
to  the  king  of  Spain  the  moft  precious  jewels  of  his 
treafury,  and  he  did  not  doubt  but  they  would  follow 
his  example. 

Motezuma  was  unable  to  pronounce  this  fpeech 
without  interruption,  he  fighed  from  time  to  time? 
and  on  his  owning  hirnfelf  the  vaifal  of  another  prince^ 
the  tears  trickled  down  his  cheeks,  and  he  was  unable 
to  proceed.  Cortes  then  arifing,  declared  that  it  was 
not  his  fovereign/s  intention  to  difporTefs  Motezuma, 
or  to  occahon  the  leaft  innovation  in  his  government, 
and  that  he  only  required  them  to  fettle  his  rights  to 
the  fucceffion  in  favour  of  his  defendants  -,  at  which 
Motezuma  refuming  frefh  courage,  finifhed  his  fpeech. 
The  whole  aiTembly  were  amazed,  and  (truck  dumb 
at  a  propofal  that  appeared  fo  inconfiftent  with  the 
dignity  and  known  character  of  the  emperor;  and 
CQnfidenng  it  as  extorted  by  compulfion,  they  groan- 
ed 
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ed  bitterly ;  and  with  an  emphatic  filence  looked  at 
each  other.  It  is  probable  that  Motezuma's  fole  in- 
tention in  this  transaction,  was  to  forward  the  depar- 
ture of  his  guefts,  without  the  leaft  defign  of  ful- 
filling the  terms  of  this  fubmifiion  for  the  future. 
However,  from  that  day,  Charles  V.  was  acknow- 
ledged, and  believed  by  the  people  to  be  the  lawful 
fovereign  of  the  Mexican  empire,  and  their  homage, 
according  to  the  cuftom  of  the  country,  was  authenti- 
cated by  a  public  inftrument. 

The  emperor,  having  concluded  this  affair  to  his 
own  fatisfaction,  refolved  immediately  to  recover  that 
liberty  and  independence  for  which  he  had  fo  long 
fighed  in  fecret,  and  fpeedily  delivered  to  Cortes  the 
prefent  he  had  provided,  confiding  of  curiofities  in 
gold,  in  the  fhape  of  birds,  fifties,  and  four-footed 
beafts,  and  many  precious  ftones,  particularly  a  num- 
ber of  a  fort  efteemed  by  the  Mexicans  above  all 
others,  which  in  colour  refembled  emeralds,  and 
many  beautiful  pictures,  formed  of  variegated  fea- 
thers. In  fhort  the  whole  feemed  the  ranfom  of  a 
great  prince,  who  thought  he  could  not  purchafe 
his  liberty  at  too  high  a  price  ;  and  the  liberality  of 
the  nobles  was  fuch  as  might*  be  expected  from 
wealthy  chiefs,  who  vied  with  each  other  in  loyalty 
and  orientation. 

Motezuma  having  thus  accompliftied  his  fubjection 
to  Spain,  fent  for  Cortes,  and  with  an  air  of  greater 
dignity  than  ufual,  told  him,  that  as  his  bufinefs  was 
now  difpatched,  he  ought  to  think  of  departing,  fince 
his  flaying  any  longer  would  be  attributed  to  finifler 
motives ;  nor  could  he  longer  afford  him  fupport  when 
he  had  not  reafon  on  his  fide.  This  intimation,  and 
the  manner  in  which  it  was  delivered,  were  fo  unex- 
pected, that  Cortes  was  fome  time  before  he  could 
recollect  himfelf,  fo  as  to  make  a  proper  reply.  He 
now  perceived  the  defign  of  convoking  the  affembly, 
and  fufpected  that  Motezuma  had  privately  affembled 
fome  forces  in  order  to  back  this  propofal,  and  there- 
fore 
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fore  fent  one  of  the  Spaniards  who  was  with  him  to 
order  his  foldiers  to  take  to  their  arms -,  and  in  the 
mean  while  excufed  hisembarraflment  at  feeing  his 
majefty  more  moved  than  ufual,  affuring.him  that  he 
was  fo  far  from  deiigning  to  delay  his  departure,  that, 
he  came  on  purpofe  to  defire  his  permiffion  to  build 
fome  veffels  to  carry  the  Spaniards  to  their  own 
country,  as  his  majefty  well  knew  they  had  loft  their 
mips,  in  which  they  had  failed  to  that  coaft. 

It  is  laid  that  the  emperor  had  provided  50,000 
men  to  fupport  his  determination ;  but  it  is  certain 
that  he  was  very  defirous  of  avoiding  a  rupture  with 
Cortes,  and  was  even  under  fome  apprehenfions  with 
refpect  to  the  arifwer  he  might  receive  ;  but  he  no 
fooner  heard  this  artful  reply,  than  he  embraced  him 
with  fmgular  marks  of  affection,  and  having  now  loft 
his  fears,  told  him  with  great  complacency,  that  he 
did  not  intend  to  haften  his  departure  before  he  was 
provided  for  the  voyage,  and  that  he  mould  be 
fpeedily  furnifhed  with  every  thing  he  wanted.  Cortes 
feemed  in  equal  hafte  to  be  gone,  and  d.ifpatched  his 
builders  to  Vera  Cruz,  in  order  to  coll  eel:  the  remain- 
der of  the  iron-work,  rigging,  and  fails  of  the  veifels 
which  had  been  funk  \  but  at  the  fame  time  fent  pri- 
vate directions  to  Martin  Lopez  his  mailer- builder,  to 
proceed  flowly,  and  prolong  the  work  as  much  as  pof- 
fible  :  his  real  defign  being  to  preferve  his  footing  at 
Mexico  till  the  return  of  his  commiffaries  from  Spain- 
He  thus  for  the  prefent  quieted  the  minds  of  Mo- 
tezuma  and  his  fubjecls ;  buf  a  very  few  days  pro- 
duced an  extraordinary  alteration  in  his  affairs.  The 
emperor  received  intelligence  that  eighteen  mips  had 
appeared  upon  the  coaft  of  Pilleca,  and  by  the  paint- 
ings made  for  his  majefty's  information,  thefe  mips 
ieemed  to  be  manned  with  Spaniards.  This  circum- 
flance  naturally  alarmed  the  whole  empire,  and  re- 
vived the  fufpi.cions  -  that  had  been  entertained  of 
Cortes,  to  whom  Motezuma  immediately  communi- 
cated this  intelligence  j  letting  him  know  at  the  fame 
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time,  that  it  muft  now  be  unneceffary  for  him  to  pro- 
ceed in  building  mips,  fince  he  might  embark  in 
thofe  fent  from  his  own  country.  Corres  examined 
the  paintings,  and  was  convinced  of  their  being  Spa- 
nifh  veffels  •,  but  fuppofing  that  they  were  fent  to  him 
from  Spain,  with  a  fupply  of  troops  and  ammunition, 
anfwered  with  great  compofure,  that  he  would  imme- 
diately embark,  if  they  were  going  to  return  to  any  of 
the  King  of  Spain's  dominions  ;  but  that  it  would  be 
imprudent  to  defift  from  building,  till  he  mould  be 
informed  of  particulars.  But  a  few  days  after  this 
converfation,  Cortes  received  a  letter  from  Gonzalo 
de  Sandoval,  by  which  he  was  informed  that  this  fleet 
contained  800  men,  and  was  fent  by  Diego  Velafquez 
to  oppofe  him  and  his  defigns  in  Mexico.  He  re- 
ceived this  mortifying  account  while  he  .was  in  con- 
verfation with  Motezuma,  and  was  obliged  to  make 
ufe  of  all  his  prudence  and  refolution  to  conceal  the 
emotions  he  felt  upon  this  occafion,  from  the  obfer- 
vation  of  that  prince.  He  however  fucceeded  in  his 
endeavours,  and  retired  in  order  to  deliberate  upon 
this  unexpected  event.  But  it  is  here  necefiary  to 
mention  the  reception  Cortes's  commiffaries  found  at 
the  court  of  Spain,  and  the  eaufes  that  prompted  Ve- 
lafquez to  fit  out  fuch  a  fleet  againft  him. 

It  has  been  already  obferved  that  Cortes  and  the 
council  of  Vera  Cruz,  fent  Alonzo  Hernandez  Porto- 
carrero  and  Francifco  de  Montejo,  with  letters  for  the 
king  of  Spain,  together  with  the  firft  tribute  fent  from 
New  Spain.  Thefe  gentlemen,  contrary  to  the  orders 
they  had  received,  touched  at  the  ifland  of  Cuba,  in 
order  that  Francifco  de  Montejo  might  have  the  plea- 
fure  of  vifiting  his  family  and  relations  who  refided 
near  the  Havannah,  and  at  fo  great  a  diftance  from 
Velafquez,  that  they  flattered  themfelves  they  ran 
no  rifk,  either  from  his  vigilance  or  refentment.  This 
Itep  however  brought  them  into  great  danger,  for 
Diego  de  Velafquez  fuppofing  that  Cortes  would  fend 
fome  of  his  (hips  to  St.  Domingo,  to  follicit  fuccours 
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of  the  religious  governors,  had  placed  fpies  along  the 
coaft,  who  informing  him  of  what  had  happened  at 
Montejo's  houfe,  he  immediately  difpatched  two  light 
vefTels  well  manned,  with  orders  to  take  the  fhip,  and 
every  perfon  on  board.  Montejo,  in  confequence  of 
the  firffc  notice  he  had  received  of  this  meaiiire,  had 
no  fooner  embarked,  than  he  was  obliged  to  fail 
through  the  gulph  of  Florida,  which  was  hitherto 
unattempred,  as  the  only  means  of  efcape. 

This  fhip,  however,  had  a  very  profperous  voyage  j 
but  arrived  at  Seville  at  a  very  unfortunate  con- 
juncture 5  for  the  chaplain  Benito  Martin,  who  had 
been  fent  by  Velafquez  to  folicit  the  com  million  of 
King's  Lieutenant,  had  obtained  hisTuit;  fent  the 
commiflion  to  Cuba,  and  was  then  waiting  at  Seville 
for  a  fhip,  in  order  to  return  thither  himfelf.  This 
man  reprefented  Cortes  as  a  pirate,  who  had  clan^ 
deftinely  failed  with  feveral  veffels  which  belonged  to 
Velafquez  ;  and  in  confequence  of  his  complaint,  the 
directors  of  trade  ordered  the  fhip  and  cargo  to  be 
feized  \  but  as  a  great  favour  permitted  the  two 
captains,  with  the  pilot  fent  by  Cortes,  to  apply  to 
the  king  for  redrefs.  They  accordingly  fet  out  for 
Barcelona,  but  there  found  that  his  majeity  was  at 
Corunna,  where  he  was  preparing  to  pafs  over  into 
Flanders,  in  order  to  accept  of  the  imperial  crown. 
They  therefore  ict  out  for  that  city,  and  in  their  way 
vificed  Martin  Cortes,  who,  with  equal  pleafure  and 
furprize,  heard  of  the  glory  and  fuccefs  of  his  fori, 
whole  death  he  had  long  deplored,  and  perfuaded  him 
to  accompany  them  to  the  emperor,  in  hopes  that  his 
character  and  grey  hairs  would  give  a  fanction  to  their 
felicitations.  They  had  the  good  fortune  to  overtake 
the  Count  at  Tordefillas,  juft  as  Cortes' s  p relents  ar- 
rived, with  the  Indians  of  the  New  Conquer!  from 
Seville ,  for  thefe  being  upon  the  emperor's  own  ac- 
count, they  durft  not  detain.  His  Majefty  gave  them 
a  very  gracious  reception,-  and  was  extremely  fur- 
prized  at  their  account  of  this  new  difcovered  empire, 
7  and 
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and  in  fevcral  conferences  with  them  enquired  mi- 
nutely into  every  particular  relating  to  the  conqueft. 
While  the  Indians,  and  the  prefents  that  were  before 
him,  gave,  as  it  were,  fanction  to  all  the  wonderful 
things  they  related*  But  as  he  was  then  on  his  de- 
parture to  Germany,  he  referred  Cortes's  letters  and 
folicitations  to  Cardinal  Adrian,  and  the  council,  to 
which  he  had  communicated  the  management  of 
affairs  during  his  abfence,  defiring  that  they  would 
find  out  fome  method  of  doing  juliice  to  Velafquez's 
pretenfions,  and  at  the  fame  time  to  encourage  Cortes. 
But  the  prefident  of  this  council  being  Velafquez's 
friend,  reprefented  Cortes  as  a  rebel,  upon  whom 
they  could  have  no  dependence.  They  however  did 
not  think  proper  to  give  him  an  immediate  caufe  of 
difcontent,  though  they  refolved  not  to  fend  him  any 
part  of  the  fupplies  he  had  earneftly  requefted,  and  all 
that  the  deputies  could  obtain,  was  a  fmall  fhare  of 
what  they  had  brought  for  their  own  fubfiftence ; 
after  which  they  for  two  whole  years  attended  the 
court  without  the  leaft  fuccefs. 

In  the  mean  time  Diego  Velafquez  received  his  com- 
million  of  King's  Lieutenant,  not  only  of  Cuba,  but 
of  all  the  countries  that  mould  be  difcovered  and 
conquered  by  his  means  •,  which,  together  with  his 
being  allured  of  the  protection  of  the  bifhop  of  Bur- 
gos, prefident  of  the  Indies,  enabled  him  to  gratify 
his  ambition  and  refentment :  whence  he  refolved  to 
punifh  Cortes  as  a  rebel  and  deferter,  and  to  appro- 
priate to  himfelf  the  honour  of  conquering  the 
Mexican  empire.  With  thefe  views  he  expended  the 
greater!  part  of  his  fortune  in  equipping  a  fquadron, 
which  confided  of  800  Spanifh  infantry,  80  horfe,  12 
pieces  of  cannon,  and  a  large  quantity  of  provifions* 
arms,  and  ammunition.  The  command  of  this  fqua- 
dron he  beflowed  upon  Pamphilo  de  Narvaez,  a  man 
of  diftinclion  and  capacity  ;'  but  vain,  haughty,  and 
opinionated ;  and  to  this  perfon  he  gave  the  title  of 
his  Lieutenant,  with  private  inftru&ions  to  appre- 
hend 
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hcnd  Cortes,  and  fend  him  over  to  Cuba  in  irons,  to- 
gether with  his  principal  officers,  in  cafe  they  refuted 
to  abandon  his  interefts. 

While  thefe  preparations  were  making,  the  Monks 
of  St.  Geronimo,  who  prefided  over  the  royal  au- 
dience at  St.  Domingo,  and  whofe  jurisdiction  ex- 
tended over  the  other  iflands,  were  informed  of  his 
deflgns ;  and  forefeeing  the'  ill  confequences  that 
might  attend  them,  fent  Lucas  Velafquez  de  Ay  lion 
to  perfuade  Diego  to  defift:  from  his  enterprize,  and 
in  cafe  his  arguments  failed,  to  command  him,  under 
great  penalties,  to  defift  from  undertaking  what  might 
impede  Cortes's  meafures. 

This  minifter  arriving  in  ths  ifland  of  Cuba  when 
jthe  fleet  was  juft  ready  to  fail,  ufed  all  his  elocution 
and  influence  to  divert  Velafquez  from  his  pnrpofe ; 
but  Velafquez  being  deaf  to  all  his  remonftrances,  and 
elevated  by  the  title  he  had  acquired,  to  the  greater! 
degree  of  pride  and  infolence,  De  Ayllon  caufed  his 
orders  and  proteft  to  be  notified  by  a  fcrivener,  and 
then  diflfembling  his  refentment,  defired  to  be  allowed 
;to  gratify  his  curiofity,  by  accompanying  the  expe- 
dition. This  requeft  was  immediately  granted,  and 
De  Ayllcn  embarked,  in  hopes  of  being  able  to  act  as 
mediator  between  Narvaez  and  Cortes,  .and  thus  pre- 
vent the  ill  confequences  that  might  arife  from  Ve-» 
lafquez's  refentmcnt.  With  the  fame  view  Andres 
de  Duero,  the  fecretary  of  Velafquez,  who  had  be- 
friended Cortes  in  the  beginning  of  his  fortune,  en- 
gaged in  the  expedition,  and  the  fquadron  failing 
with  a  favourable  wind,  foon  came  to  an  anc4ior  in 
the  port  of  Ulua. 

Narvaez,  on  his  arrival  on  the  coaft  of  Mexico, 
fent  fome  foldiers  on  more  for  intelligence,  who  foon 
returned  with  two  or  three  Spaniards  whom  they 
found  ilraggling  about,  and  from  thefe  he  received 
an  account  of  every  thing  that  had  happened  at  Vera 
Cruz  and  Mexico.  Narvaez,  upon  receiving  this  in- 
telligence, refolved  to  endeavour  to  obtain  the  fortrefs 
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of  Vera  Cruz  by  treaty,  and  therefore  fent  a  clergy- 
man, named  Juan  Ruis  de  Guevara,  with  three  fol- 
diers  and  a  public  notary  to  Gonzalo  de  Sandoval,  in 
order  to  perfuade  him  to  give  up  Vera  Cruz,  and  to 
join  the  army  with  his  garrifon. 

Gonzalo  being  informed  by  his  centinels  of  their 
coming,  was  prepared  for  their  reception  :  but  could 
fcarcely  reftrain  himfelf  within  the  bounds  of  modera- 
tion, when  Guevara  delivered  his  mefTage.  He  there- 
fore anfwered  with  great  warmth,  that  he  could  not 
believe  that  Narvaez,  whom  he  took  to  be  a  good 
fubjecl:,  would  attempt  to  interrupt  Cortes  in  a  con- 
queft that  would  be  of  fuch  advantage  to  Spain  ;  but 
would  rather  join  him  with  all  his  forces,  in  order  to 
bring  fuch  a  noble  fcheme  to  perfection.  However 
if  he  was  really  refolved  to  offer  violence  to  Cortes,  he 
might  be  affured  that  the  garrifon  of  Vera  Cruz  would 
make  all  the  oppofition  in  their  power.  The  prieft 
being  very  paflionate,  was  fo  provoked  at  this  unex- 
pected repulfe,  that  he  threatened  Cortes  and  all  his 
adherents,  whom  he  upbraided  as  felons  and  traitors, 
and  then  ordered  the  notary  to  do  his  office,  in  pub- 
liming  that  all  the  Spaniards  in  Vera  Cruz  mould 
obey  Narvaez  on  pain  of  death. 

Sandoval  attempted  to  perfuade  this  indifcreeteccle- 
fiaftic,  that  fuch  violence  was  equally  unjuft  and  in- 
decent in  a  perfon  of  his  profeffion  :  but  finding  that 
all  his  arguments  were  vain,  he  at  length  arTumed  a 
peremptory  air,  and  told  the  notary,  that  mould  he 
prefume  to  publifh  any  orders  that  did  not  come  from 
the  king,  he  would  give  directions  for  his  being 
hanged  immediately.  He  even  caufed  the  prieft  and 
his  attendants  to  be  apprehended,  and  fent.  to  inform 
Cortes  of  the  fteps  he  had  taken.  He  then  fum- 
rnoned  his  Indian  allies  to  affift  him,  in  cafe  he  ihould 
be  attacked  j  and  put  his  fortrefs  in  the  beft  order 
poffible. 

Cortes  was  under  the  greateft  anxiety  on  his  being, 
informed  of  thefe  tranfactions ;  and  yet  in  the  prefence 
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©f  Motezuma*  He  wore  an  air  of  tranquillity*  telling 
him  that  thofe  who  had  newly  arrived,  were  come 
with  a  fecond  embafly  to  fupport  the  propofitiohs  he 
had  already  made  ;  but  that  as  his  majefty's  generality 
had  left  nothing  either  for  him  or  them  to  defire,  he 
would  go  back  along  with  them. 

Cortes's  unealinefs  was  however  very  far  from  ren- 
dering him  inactive  ;  he  refolved,  if  poffible,  to  bring 
about  a  reconciliation  with  Narvaez  ;  but  left  that 
iliould  not  fucceed,  prepared  with  the  greateft  dili* 
gence  for  war. 

While  Cortes  was  taking  thefe  prudent  fteps,  Pedro 
de  Solis  arrived  from  Vera  Cruz  with  the  prifoners  fent 
by  Gonzalo  de  Sandoval,  who  had  been  carried  hi 
chairs  on  the  moulders  of  the  Indians.  When  Cortes 
being  informed  of  their  coming*  went  out  to  received 
them  with  a  greater  number  of  attendants  than  ordi^ 
nary.  He  inftantly  caufed  their  fetters  to  be  taken  off* 
embraced  them  with  great  appearances  of  cordiality* 
and  was  particularly  civil  to  father  Guevara,  telling 
him,  that  he  would  chaftife  Gonzalo  de  Sandoval  for 
his  mewing  fo  little  regard  to  his  perfon  and  character* 
He  then  conducted  him  to  his  own  apartment,  com- 
plimented him  with  a  place  at  his  table,  and  more 
than  once  intimated  that  he  felt  the  greateft  fatisfaclion 
at  the  arrival  of  Narvaez,  with  whom  he  had  formerly 
lived  in  the  moft  intimate  friendfhip.  He  took  hirri 
to  Motezuma,  and  made  him  a  witnefs  of  the  favours 
he  received  from  that  great  emperor*  and  greatly 
allayed  the  violence  of  his  temper,  by  making  him  a 
prefent  of  fome  valuable  jewels. 

Cortes  difmiffed  them  in  this  courteous  manner, 
and  allowed  fome  time  for  his  politic  behaviour  to 
produce  the  defired  effect,  and  then  fent  friar  Bartho-^ 
lomew  deOlmedo  with  letters  for  Narvaez  de  Ayllori* 
and  the  fecretary  Andres  de  Quero^  and  at  the  fame 
time  furnifhed  him  with  a  flock  of  jewels,  with  orders 
to  diftribute  them  according  to  his  own  fagacity  and 
penetration*     In  his  letter  to  Narvaez,  he  welcomed 
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him  to  the  Mexican  coaft ;  gave  him  an  account  of 
the  conqueft  ;  expatiated  on  the  ill  confequences  that 
would  infallibly  attend  a  mifunderftanding  among  the 
Spaniards;  reminded  him  of  his  duty  to  the  king, 
and  the  friendfhip  which  had  formerly  fubfifted  be- 
tween them  :  defired  to  know  his  orders,  which,  if 
they  were  from  his  majefty,  he  promifed  to  obey  : 
but  intimated  the  mifchief  that  would  be  produced, 
with  refpect  to  the  king's  intereft,  if  he  only  intended 
to  profecute  the  unjuft  refentment  of  Velafquez, 
whom  he  had  refolved  to  give  a  fhare  in  the  glory 
and  advantage  of  his  fuccefs  :  and  concluded  with 
telling  Narvaez,  that  he  did  not  ufe  arguments  for 
want  of  ftrength,  and  that  he  knew  how  to  maintain 
his  own  rights. 

Narvaez  had  fixed  his  quarters  at  Zempoalla,  where 
he  was  received  with  great  hofpitality  by  the  fat 
cacique,  who  at  firft  imagined,  that  he  was  come  in 
order  to  affifi:  his  friend  Cortes  ;  but  he  was  foon  un- 
deceived ;  for  though  Narvaez  had  no  interpreters, 
his  actions  fpoke  but  too  plainly.  He  treated  the 
Zempoallans  in  the  moil  oppreflive  and  imperious 
manner,  feized  the  furniture  and  jewels  which  Cortes 
had  left  in  his  own  houfe,  and  his  foldiers  were  {uttered 
to  commit  every  act  of  rapine  and  violence. 

Guevara,  on  his  return  from  Mexico,  waited  upon 
him,  and  expatiated  on  the  magnificence  of  that  city, 
the  kind  reception  he  had  met  with  from  Cortes,  the 
aftoniihino;  degree  of  favour  he  was  in  with  Mote- 
zutna,  and  his  great  defire  to  live  in  friendfhip  with 
Narvaez  ;  when  that  imperious  officer  interrupting 
him,  bid  him  return  to  Cortes,  by  whofe  artifices  he 
had  been  cajoled  •,  and  then,  with  the  moil  mocking 
marks  of  rudenefs  and  difrefpect,  thruft  him  from 
his  prefence.  But  though  the  prieft  was  repulfed  by 
Narvaez,  he  and  his  companions  made  a  great  im- 
prefilon  on  the  minds  of  the  foldiers,  to  whom  they 
extolled  Cortes  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  not  only  made 
them  defire  an  accommodation   with  that   general; 
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but  infpired  them  with  a  diflike  to  their  own  com- 
mander. 

Olmeda  Toon  followed  Guevara,  and  delivered  Cor- 
tes's  letter  to  Narvaez  \  but  could  fcarce  prevail  upon 
him  to  perufe  the  contents,  which  he  however  fuper- 
hxially  fkimmed  over,  out  of  compliment  to  the  func- 
tion of  the  bearer :  but  fearing  the  influence  of  his 
perfuafipns  among  the  foldiers,  he  ordered  him  to  de- 
part from  Zempoalla  immediately.  De  Ay  lion  had 
no  better  fuccefs  ;  and,  in  order  to  prevent  any  far- 
ther negociation,  Narvaez  ordered  war  to  be  declared 
againil  Cortes,  as  a  rebel  and  traitor ;  affigning  a  con- 
fiderahle  reward  to  any  who  mould  take  him  dead  or 
alive,  and  commanding  the  army  to  prepare  fdr  a 
march.  De  Ayllon,  exafperated  at  this  inftance  of 
violence  and  irregularity,  ordered  the  crier  to  defift, 
and  commanded  Narvaez  not  to  ftir  a  fo&t  from  Zem- 
poalla on  pain  of  death,  or  to  employ  the  forces  with- 
out the  unanimous  confent  of  the  whole  army.  Upon 
which  Narvaez  ordered  him  to  be  apprehended,  lent 
on  board  a  veffel,  and  inftantly  tranfported  to  Cuba. 
At  the  fame  time  de  Olmedo  fet  out  on  his  return  to 
Mexico,  while  the  principal  officers  in  Narvaez's  army 
were  mocked  at  his  infolence,  and  the  inferior  foldiers 
loudly  murmured  at  his  conduct. 

De  Olmedo,  on  his  arrival  at  Mexico,  informed 
Cortes  of  the  implacability  and  intemperate  behaviour 
of  Narvaez  ;  but  encouraged  him  by  mentioning  the 
difpofition  of  the  foldiers  •,  upon  which  he  immediately 
refolved  to  take  advantage  of  this  favourable  cir- 
cumftance :  and  the  Spaniards  at  Mexico  were  no 
fooner  informed  of  his  having  taken  this  refblution, 
than  they  exprefied  the  utmoit  zeal  and  impatience  to 
be  in  action  ±  for  notwithftanding  the  inequality  of 
numbers,  they  had  fuch  confidence  in  the  valour,  abi- 
lity, and  diicretion  of  their  general,  that  they  thought 
it  almoft  impoflible  for  them  not  to  conquer,  when 
finder  his  command. 

V  3    '  *  Corte^ 
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Cortes  was  unwilling  to  damp  their  alacrity  by  any 
unneceffary  delay,  and  therefore  repaired  to  Mote-, 
zuma's  apartment,  in  order  to  acquaint  him  with  his, 
intended  march;    but  was  not  a  little  furprifed,  at 
hearing  that  prince  begin  the  difcourfe,  and  at  his  fay-, 
ing,  that  he  had  from  different  parts  received  infor- 
mation that  the  Spanifh  general  at  Zempoalla  was 
come  with  very  ill  defigns  againft  him  and  his  follow-? 
ers  :  and  though  he  did  not  wonder  that  the  two 
chiefs  mould  be  at  enmity  from  fome  private  animo^ 
fity,  he  could  not  help  thinking,  that  as  they  were 
the  vaffals  of  one  prince,  and  headed  armies  of  con- 
trary factions,  one  of  them  muft  neceiTarily  be  a  rebel 
to  his  fovereign.     Cortes  was  fomewhat  flartled  at  this 
declaration;  but  immediately  availed  hi mfelf  of  that 
prefence  of  mind,  which  never  forfook  him  in  his 
greateft  emergencies,  and  replied  without  hefitation, 
that  the  accounts  received  by  his  majefty  were  un^ 
doubtedly  true,  and  he  was  come  to  lay  the  fame  in- 
telligence before  him  ;  but  that  Narvaez  was  not  to 
be  eonfidered  as  a  rebel,  but  rather  as  a  perfon  who 
proceeded  upon  wrong  principles  through  miftake : 
for  he  was  come  as  lieutenant  or  fubftitute  from  a  mif- 
informed  governor,  who  refided  in  a  remote  province, 
and  was  therefore  unacquainted  with  the  laft  refolu- 
tions  of  the  court  of  Spain  •  but  that  all  this  mifun-. 
derftanding  would  vanifh  as  foon  as  he  fhould  lay  his. 
difpatches  before  that  Jieutenant.     He  had  therefore 
refoived  immediately  to  march  with  part  of  his  forces 
to  Zempoalla,  in  order  to  difpofe  them  to  refpect  the 
fubjects  of  the  Mexican  empire  as  a  people  under  the 
king  of  Spain's  protection. 

Motezuma  was  much  pleafed  with  the  profpect  of 
getting  rid  of  fuch  difagreeable  vifitors,  of  whofe  ex- 
actions and  acts  of  oppreffion  he  was  particularly  in- 
formed :  but  imagining  that  Cortes  might  be  expofed 
to  fome  danger,  he  offered  to  furnifh  him  with  an 
$rmy  that  mould  be  entirely  under  his  command,  and 
a  repeated 


by  HERNANDO  CORTES.       295 

repeated  this  offer  with  fuch  earneftnefs,  that  Cortes 
was  fully  convinced  of  his  fincerity,  though  he  de- 
clined accepting  it,  from  his  having  but  little  confi- 
dence in  the  attachment  of  the  Mexican  fbldiers  to  his 
intereft. 

Cortes  refolved  upon  leaving  fourfcore  Spaniards  in 
Mexico,  under  the  command  of  Pedro  de  Alverado, 
an  excellent  officer,  who  by  his  engaging  behaviour 
had  already  required  great  fhare  of  Motezuma's 
friendfhip.  He  gave  him  directions  relating  to  his 
conduct,  with  rerpect  to  the  emperor,  and  the  fold iers 
were  ordered  to  obey  their  captain,  and  ferve  Mote- 
zuma  with  the  greater!  refpect.  Thefe  precautions 
being  taken,  Cortes  difpatched  a  meffenger  to  Gon- 
zalo  de  Sandoval,  with  orders  to  intruit  the  confe- 
derate  Indians  with  the  fortreis  of  Vera  Cruz,  and  to 
march  out  with  the  Spaniards  to  meet  him  at  a  certain 
place  of  rendezvous.  He  then  having  taken  care  to 
obtain  the  neceffary  fupplies  on  the  road,  fet  out  on 
his  march. 

At  Matalequita,  a  town  of  Indian  friends,  Cortes 
was  joined  by  Gonzalo  de  Sandoval  and  his  troops, 
with  feven  foldiers  from  Narvaez's  army,  by  whom  he 
was  informed  of  every  thing  that  had  pafTed  in  the 
enemy's  quarters  before  they  deferted.  He  had  alio 
intelligence  of  a  frefher  date  from  two  foldiers  who 
had  gone  from  Vera  Cruz  to  Zempoalla  in  the  difguife 
of  Indians,  carrying  bafkets  of  fruit,  which  they  ex- 
changed with  the  Spaniards  for  glafs-beads,  and  other 
toys,  and  fo  dexteroufly  afTumed  the  fimplicity  of  the 
natives,  that  they  were  permitted  to  range  without 
the  lean:  fufpicion,  through  every  part  of  the  quarters  : 
they  even  ventured  to  repeat  this  vifit,  and  as  a  proof 
of  the  carelefsnefs  with  which  Narvaez  caufed  the 
watch  to  be  kept,  took  from  the  very  parade  a  horfe 
belonging  to  a  captain  who  was  one  of  Cortes's  moil 
bitter  enemies. 

Juan  Velafquez  de  Leon  was  fent  to  ufe  his  in- 
fluence with  Narvaez,  from  the  hopes  that  his  being 
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related  to  Diego  de  Velafquez  would  render  his  me- 
diation the  more  acceptable ;  and  on  his  approaching 
Zempoalla,  Narvaez  came  with  a   grand  retinue  to 
meet  him,  fuppofing  that  he  was  come  to  join  him  ; 
but   had  foon  the  mortification  to  find  himfelf  mif- 
taken.     He  however  ufed  many  arguments  to  detach 
him  from  Cortes;   and  to  render. him  an  eye-witnefs 
of  his  fuperior  itrength,  commanded  the  whole  army 
to  be  reviewed  before  him.     The  next  day  he  invited 
him  to  dinner ;  but  in  the  midrl  of  their  feftivity  fome 
farcaftic  reflections  were  thrown  out  againft  Cortes, 
and  though  Juan  de  Velafquez,  to  avoid  prejudicing 
the  bufmefs  in  which  he  was   employed,  dirTembled 
his  refentment ;  yet  the  abufe  thrown  upon  Cortes 
became  fo  grofs  and  indecent,  that  Velafquez  being 
unable  to  reitrain  his  indignation,  cried   with  fome 
warmth,  that' if  any  man  an  that  company,  who  did 
not  efteem  Hernando  Cortes,  and  all  his  followers,  as 
loyal  fubjects  to  the  king  of  Spain,  would  let  him 
know  his  fentiments  before  fewer  witnefles,  he  wouldj 
undeceive  him  in  what  manner  foever  he   pleafed. 
Narvaez  was  difconcerted  with  this  declaration  •,  but 
a  young  officer  of  the  name  and  family  of  Velafquez, 
replied,  that  no   man   was   worthy  of  bearing  that 
name,  who  attempted  to  vindicate  a  traitor.     At  this 
reproach,  Juan  gave  him  the  lie,  and  drew  his  fword, 
in  order  to  punifii  him  for  his  infolence,  when  the 
company  interpofed,    but  found  it  very  difficult  to 
prevent  mifchief.     However,  Velafquez  was  at  length 
prevailed  upon  to  fheath  his  fword,  when  abruptly 
leaving  the  company,    he  immediately  returned  to 
Cortes,  breathing  defiance  and  revenge. 

This  incident  occafioned  fuch  murmurs  among  the 
officers  and  foldiers,  that  Narvaez,  in  order  to  put  a 
itop  to  their  clamours,  was  obliged  to  fend  a  perfon 
to  Cortes,  to  apologize  for  what  had  happened  to 
juan  de  Velafquez,  and  to  learn  the  fubftance  of  his 
com  million,  which  he  had  not  fully  explained.  For 
this  purpofe  he  fent  the  fecretary  Andres  de  Duero, 

who 
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who  met  Cortes  on  his  march  t6  an  advantageous  pou% 
which  he  intended  to  occupy  till  the  arrival  of  the 
Chinantlans.  Duero  and  Cortes  embraced  each  other 
like  two  intimate  friends  who  had  met  after  a  long 
feparation  ;  and  an  interview  with  Narvaez  was  pro- 
pofed,  to  which  Cortes  immediately  agreeing,  the 
fecretary  returned  to  Zempoalla,  where  he  alio  ob- 
tained the  confent  of  Narvaez.  But  after  the  time 
and  place  were  appointed  where  they  were  to  meet 
with  only  ten  friends  on  each  fide,  Cortes  received 
private  advice  from  Duero,  that  Narvaez  had  refoived 
to  lay  an  ambufcade  for  his  life,  which  being  con- 
firmed by  others,  he  wrote  to  his  treacherous  enemy 
to  let  him  know,  that  he  was  acquainted  with  his  de- 
figns,  and  to  reproach  him  with  his  bafenefs.  Having 
thus  given  vent  to  his  indignation,  he  continued  his 
marchu  and  took  his  flation  within  a  league  of  Zem- 
poalla,  where  his  front  was  defended  by  a  river,  and 
his  rear  by  the  neighbourhood  of  Vera  Cruz. 

Narvaez  being  informed  of  this  difpofition,  drew 
up  his  army,  caufed  war  to  be  declared  at  the  head 
of  his  troops,  with  the  offer  of  a  reward  of  2000 
pieces  of  eight  to  any  perfon  who  mould  bring  him 
Cortes's  head  ;  and  alio  fet  a  price  upon  the  lives  of 
Gonzalo  de  Sandoval  and  Juan  Velafquez  de  Leon. 
He  then  marched  to  an  open  field  at  about  a  quarter 
pf  a  league's  diftance,  vainly  hoping  that  Cortes 
would  leave  his  advantageous  fituation,  to  engage  an 
enemy  who  had  three  times  as  many  men  as  himfelf. 
But  Cortes  taking  advantage  of  the  difcontent  of  his 
antagonift's  foldiers,  fatigued  by  a  fudden  ftorm 
which  drove  them  back  to  Zempoalla  •,  attacked  and 
defeated  them  with'  his  veterans ;  received  the  van- 
quished into  his  fervice,  and  by  his  admirable  con- 
duct found  himfelf  in  a  few  hours  at  the  head  of 
above  1000  Spaniards.  He  had  a  fleet  of  eleven 
fhips  and  feven  brigantines  at  his  difpofal ;  and  he 
had  the  pleafure  of  feeing  the  lafl  effort  of  Diego  de 
Velafquez  entirely  fruftrated, 

7  But 
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But  notwithftanding  his  good  fortune  he  could  not 
be  eafy,  when  he  reflected  upon  Alverado's  fuuation, 
fince  he  knew  him  to  be  encompafTed  with  enemies, 
and  at  the  mercy  of  a  prince  who  might  be  perfuaded 
to  facrifice  him  and  his  few  troops  for  the  advantage 
of  the  empire.  He  therefore  refolved  to  return  to 
Mexico,  and  that  neither  Motezuma  nor  his  people 
might  be  offended  at  his  returning  with  fuch  a  nu- 
merous body,  he  propofed  to  divide  his  army,  and 
employ  the  greater!  part  of  it  in  other  conquefts. 

While  Cortes  was  taking  thefe  meafures,  a  letter 
from  Alverado  occafioned  an  alteration  in  his  fcheme. 
By  this  letter  he  was  informed,  that  though  Mote- 
zuma had  never  once  attempted  to  leave  the  quarters, 
the  Mexicans  had  taken  up  arms,  and  unlefs  he  and 
his  men  were  immediately  fuccoured,  they  muft  all 
inevitably  perifh.  And  what  was  ftill  more  extra- 
ordinary, the  foldier  who  brought  this  letter,  was 
accompanied  by  an  ambaffador  from  Motezuma,  who 
preffed  Cortes  to  return  as  foon  as  pomble,  and  affured 
him,  that  though  his  own  life  mould  be  at  flake,  he 
would  never  abandon  Alverado. 

Upon  receiving  this  intelligence,  Cortes  began  his 
march  with  iooo  foot  and  ioo  horfe  ;  the  army  tak- 
ing different  routs,  in  order  to  be  the  more  eafily 
fupplied  with  provifions.  They  rendezvoufed  near 
Tlafcala,  at  which  city  they  were  received  with  great 
joy  and  affection.  That  republic  flimulated  him 
againft  the  Mexicans,  and  offered  to  aflemble  all 
their  troops  for  his  fervice.  He,  however,  declined 
the  offer,  and  contented  himfelf  with  taking  a  body 
of  2000  men. 

Cortes  paffed  the  caufeway  without  the  lead  oppo- 
fition,  notwithftanding  his  perceiving  many  marks  of 
the  fury  of  the  Mexicans.  For  his  two  brigantines 
were  (laved  to  pieces,  and  half  burnt.  On  his  en- 
tering Mexico,  the  fuburbs  were  abandoned  -,  the 
bridges,  by  which  the  ftreets  had  a  communication 
with  each  other,  were  broken  down,  and  a  profound 

filence 


by  HERNANDO   CORTES.       299 

filence  reigned  over  the  city.  Thefe  fufpicious 
iymptoms  made  Cortes  order  the  infantry  to  flacken 
their  pace,  while  the  cavalry  marched  before  to  re- 
connoitre :  but  the  Spaniards  who  had  been  left  in 
the  city,  foon  difcovering  the  army,  raifed  a  great 
fhout,  and  removed  his  apprehenfions.  Pedro  de 
Alverado  with  his  people  received  them  at  the  gate 
of  his  quarters,  in  a  tranfport  of  joy,  and  Motezuma 
himielf  went  to  the  outward  court  to  meet  Cortes, 
whom  he  embraced  with  all  the  marks  of  a  fincere 
affection. 

Cortes  having  taken  proper  meafures  for  the  fecu- 
rity  of  the  troops,  retired  with  Alverado,  to  inquire 
into  the  caufe  of  that  fedition  among  the  Mexicans  ; 
when  that  officer  informed  him,  that  foon  after  his 
departure  a  confpiracy  was  concerted  againfl  the  Spa- 
niards, in  which  it  was  agreed  to  affemble  the  inha- 
bitants under  the  pretence  of  celebrating  annual  dances 
called  Mitates,  when  the  nobles  were  to  harangue  the 
populace,  and  immediately  proceed  to  the  Spanifh 
quarters,  in  order  to  extirpate  the  infoient  Grangers, 
who  kept  their  emperor  prifoner,  and  treated  even 
their  gods  with  contempt. 

On  the  morning  preceding  the  day  appoin  ted„ 
fome  of  the  chief  perfons  in  this  fedition,  came  to 
deiire  Alverado's  permiffion  to  celebrate  their  feftivaL 
However  he  was  that  very  night  informed  that  they 
were  very  bufy  in  concealing  confiderable  quantities 
of  arms  in  houfes  near  the  temple  ;  upon  which  he 
refoived  to  anticipate  the  execution  of  their  fcheme, 
by  attacking  them  before  they  mould  have  time 
either  to  take  arms,  or  to  raife  the  populace.  This 
ill-judged  fcheme  he  put  in  execution.  He  left  the 
fort  with  his  50  under  the  pretence  of  feeing  the  di- 
verfion  ;  and  perceiving  the  Mexicans  intoxicated 
with  liquor,  attacked  and  difperfed  them  without  op- 
pofition ;  many  of  them  being  killed  and  wounded 
in  their  flight.  The  Spaniards  dripped  them  of  their 
jewels  and  other  ornaments  5  after  which  Alverado 
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retired,  without  taking  the  neceffary  ftep  of  acquaint- 
ing the  people,  with  his  motives  for  committing  an 
action,  which  was  naturally  imputed  to  avarice.  The 
people  incenfed  at  feeing  the  nobility  flaughtered  and 
pillaged  before  their  eyes,  now  ran  to  arms,  and 
raifed  a  formidable  infurreclion.  They  had  feverai 
times  attacked  the  Spanifh  quarters,  and  being  fo 
fuccefsful  as  to  kill  three  or  four  Spaniards,  their 
courage  was  raifed  to  fuch  an  height,  that  inftead  of 
dreading  the  refentment  of  Cortes,  and  his  troops, 
which  were  fo  greatly  increafed ;  they  retired  to  ano- 
ther part  of  the  town,  leaving  the  entrance  open, 
that  by  giving  the  Spaniards  an  opportunity  of  be- 
ing united,  they  might  furround  and  deftroy  them 
at  once. 

Cortes  cenfured  Alverado  very  feverely  for  his  rafh- 
nefs,  and  made  him  fo  fenfible  of  his  indifcretion, 
that  he  defired  to  be  imprifoned,  in  order  to  facilitate 
the  reduction  of  the  inraged  multitude. 

The  Mexicans  made  no  attempt  that  night ;  but 
the  fame  myfterious  filence  prevailing  the  next  morn- 
ino-,  Cortes  ordered  Diego  de  Ordas  to  march  through 
the  principal  ftreets,  at  the  head  of  400  Spanifh  and 
Tlafcalan  foidiers,  and  if  poffible  to  penetrate  into 
their  defigns.  But  Diego  had  not  proceeded  far, 
when  he  was  all  at  once  oppoied  by  an  innumerable 
multitude,  who  ran  boldly  up  to  his  front,  while 
another  army,  which  had  been  concealed  in  the  ftreets, 
attacked  him  in  the  rear:  at  the  fame  time  all  the 
terraces  and  windows  on  each  fide  were  crowded  with 
armed  men,  who  fhowered  upon  them  an  infinite 
number  of  arrows,  darts  and  Hones.  Diego  endea- 
voured to  make  his  retreat,  though  he  was  obliged 
to  cut  his  way  fword  in  hand.  In  this  engagement 
he  left  feven  foidiers  dead  upon  the  fpot,  and  both 
himfelf  and  the  greater!:  part  of 'his  men  wounded. 
The  Mexicans  followed  him  with  inconceivable  fu- 
ry, till  they  were  terrified  and  driven  back  by  the 
artillery  from  the  Spanifh  quarters,  which  made  a 
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dreadful  (laughter.  They  however  halted  within 
fight,  and  the  ftreets  were  foon  filled  again  with 
armed  men,  whofe  drums  and  fliells  founding  the 
fignal  for  an  aifault,  they  advanced  with  prodigious 
impetuofity.  They  advanced  to  the  very  gates, 
which  they  endeavoured  to  cut  in  pieces,  with  in- 
ftruments  edged  with  flint ;  and  others  made  ladders 
of  their  pikes  and  lances;  in  order  to  fcale  the  walls. 
They  were  however  at  laft  repulfed,  when  they  re- 
tired for  cover  to  the  crofs-ftreets,  where  they  ftaid 
till  the  approach  of  night,  and  then  raifed  another 
terrible  alarm,  by  beginning  a  very  different  kind  of 
light  s  for  by  mooting  fire- arrows  into  the  quarters, 
they  produced  a  dreadful  conflagration  in  feveral 
parts  of  the  building,  which  forced  the  Spaniards 
to  break  down  walls,  to  prevent  the  communication 
of  the  flames,  and  then  to  labour  the  greater!:  part 
of  the  night  in  repairing  the  breaches  they  had  made, 
in  order  to  put  themfelves  again  in  a  pofture  of  de- 
fence. 

The  next  morning  the  enemy  appeared  at  a  dis- 
tance ;  and  though  afraid  of  advancing  within  can- 
non fliot,  challenged  the  Spaniards  to  come  to  battle 
with  many  injurious  reproaches.  Cortes,  who  had 
refolved  to  make  a  fally,  took  this  opportunity  to 
inflame  the  minds  of  his  foldiers  with  a  fhort  fpeech  ; 
and  finding  them  impatient  of  delay,  divided  his 
whole  force  into  three  battalions .;  two  of  which  were 
directed  to  clear  the  crofs  ftreets,  while  he  himfelf 
took  the  large  ftreet,  where  the  greater!  body  of  the 
enemy  was  polled.  The  Mexicans  flood  the  firft 
charge  without  giving  ground,  and  even  fought 
hand  to  hand  with  their  clubs  and  two-handed  fwords, 
which  they  wielded  with  incredible  fury  ^  nor  could 
the' fire-arms  put  a  flop  to  the  fhowers  of  flones  and 
javelins  that  were  thrown  from  the  windows  and 
balconies,  till  fire  was  fet  to  fome  of  the  houfes. 
The  Mexicans  however  at  laft  gave  way  ;  but  as 
they  retreated,  broke  dov/n  the  bridges  of  the  ftreets, 
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which  obliged  the  Spaniards  to  fill  up  the  canals*, 
before  they  could  profecute  the  victory*  The  lofs  of 
the  enemy  was  fo  great,  that  the  dead  bodies  lay  in 
heaps,  and  the  canals  of  the  city  was  tinged  with 
blood.  Cortes,  who  had  loft  ten  or  twelve  men  in 
this  aclion,  did  not  chufe  to  continue  a  purfuit,  but 
allotted  three  days  for  the  refrefhment  of  his  troops  % 
during  which  he  renewed  his  overtures  of  peace,  by- 
means  of  fome  Mexicans,  who  were  in  Motezuma's 
fervice  :  but  at  the  fame  time  continued  to  obferve  the 
ftriclefl  vigilance  and  precaution  ;  and,  among  other 
ftratagems,  contrived  four  wooden  towers  to  run 
tvpon  wheels,  each  of  which  was  capable  of  con- 
taining twenty  or  thirty  men,  who  might  fet  houfes 
on  fire,  and  deftroy  the  barricados  raifed  in  the  prin- 
cipal ftreets.  PJaving  finiflied  thefe  machines,  he 
made  a  fecond  fally  with  the  principal  part  of  the 
Spaniards,  together  with  the  whole  body  of  Tlafca- 
lans,  who  had  fought  with  great  bravery  in  the  laft 
engagement.  He  alfo  took  fome  pieces  of  artillery* 
the  wooden  towers,  and  a  few  led  horfes,  that  were 
to  be  ufed  occafionally. 

The  Mexicans  were  now  commanded  by  the  prin- 
cipal nobles,  who  had  greatly  augmented  the-  army, 
and  waited  for  the  Spaniards  in  profound  filence  \ 
but  the  latter  had  no  fooner  begun  their  march, 
than  they  were  fuddenly  furprifed  with  the  hoarfe 
and  difagreeble  found  of  their  fea-fhells  and  drums, 
added  to  the  fhouts  of  an  innumerable  multitude, 
which  advanced  with  un.ufual  regularity,  and  amaz- 
ing refolution,  giving  and  receiving  the  firft  char- 
ges without  being  difordered.  When  they  were 
forced  to  give  way,  they  retired  leifurely,  without 
turning  their  backs,  and  renewed  the  fight  at  every 
canal  or  barricado,  with  fuch  obftinacy,  that  they 
were  not  to  be  diftodged  without  the  artillery*  From 
the  windows,  balconies,  and  terraces,  large  flones 
and  fragments  of  rocks,  provided  for  that  purpofe, 
were  hurled,  by  which  the  moving  towers  were  foon 
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iliattered  to  pieces :  and,  in  jhort,  the  battle  was 
fought  with  fuch  method  and  alacrity,  as  plainly 
proved  that  it  was  conducted  by  a  general  in  chief. 

The  engagement  continued  the  greateft  part  of 
the  day ;  and  night  drawing  on  before  Cortes  had 
made  much  progrefs,  he  retired  toliis  quarters,  with 
the  lofs  of  40  men,  who  were  chiefly  Tlafcalans  ; 
and  with  50  Spaniards  much  wounded,  he  himfelf 
receiving  a  mot  with  an  arrow  in  his  left  hand.  He 
now  began  ferioufly  to  refiecl,  that  notwithftanding 
all  the  advantages  he  had  obtained  over  the  Mexi- 
cans, his  numbers,  in  a  feries  of  fuch  victories* 
would  be  greatly  diminifhed  ;  and  that  in  cafe  of  a 
general  revolt  againft  Motezuma,  they  might  eafily 
ftarve  him  in  his  quarters  :  nor  was  the  emperor  him- 
felf under  lefs  uneafmefs.  From  the  high  eft  turret 
of  the  palace  he  had  obferved  the  battle,  and  could 
eafily'  diftinguifh  the  cacique  of  Iztapalapa,  and  other 
nobles,  who  might  afpire  to  the  empire.  He  dread* 
ed  the  lofs  of  his  crown ;  and  being  fenfible  that  he 
could  never  reftore  his  fubjects  to  obedience,  while 
the  Spaniards  remained  at  Mexico,  He  fent  for  Cor- 
tes the  next  morning,  told  him  his  fentiments,  and 
intreated  him  to  leave  the  city,  that  he  might  return 
to  his  own  palace,  refume  the  reins  of  government^ 
and  qu  ell  the  feditions  of  his  people. 

Cortes  readily  c  onfented  to  this  propofal,  and  re- 
folved  to  retire  for  the  prefent;  that  he  might  have 
leifure  to  concert  a  tv  ew  plan,  and  be  enabled  to  exe- 
cute it  with  a  better  prorpecl:  of  fuccefs:  but  his 
conference  with  the  e  mperor  was  interrupted,  by  his 
being  told  that  the  enemy  was  advancing  with  great 
fury,  to  make  a  gener  al  attack  upon  the  quarters. 
They  rufhed  on  with  prodigious  impetuofity,  and  in 
fpite  of  the  havock  ma^e  among  them  by  the  artil- 
lery and  fmall  arms,  behaved  w*lth  fuch  bravery,  that 
■feme  of  them  got  over  t\vc  walls  5  which  obliged 
Cortes  to  form  a  body  of  referve  in  the  principal 
court,   whence  he  occafionally  fent  detachments  to 
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fupport  fuch  as  were  hard  preffed  or  fatigued  with! 
action. 

While  the  affault  was  thus  carrying  on  with  amaz- 
ing vigour,  Motezuma  propofed  to  mow  himfelf  to 
the  people  from  the  wall,  in  order  to  command  the 
populace  to  retire  5  and  order  the  nobles  to  come 
unarmed  into  his  prefence,  that  he  might  take  pro- 
per meafures  to  redrefs  their  grievances.  This  mo- 
tion being  approved  by  Cortes,  the  emperor  imme- 
diately adorned  himfelf  with  the  enfigns  of  royalty, 
and  then  mounted  the  terrace,  with  the  principal 
Mexicans  who  continued  in  his  fervice  ;  one  of  whom, 
advancing  to  the  rails,  called  with  a  loud  voice,  that 
the  great  Motezuma  had  condefcended  to  come  forth 
and  redrefs  their  grievances.  His  name  was  no  foon- 
er  mentioned,  than  the  out-cries  of  the  people  ceaf- 
ed,  and  they  flood  filent  and  rnotionlefs,  as  if  awed 
by  fomething  fupernatural ;  and  when  he  appeared, 
the  whole  multitude  humbled  themfelves  to  the  earth . 
He  looked  around  him  with  a  majeftic  air,  and  dif- 
tinguifhing  the  nobles  in  the  crowd,  defired  them 
feverally  by  name  to  approach  -,  thanked  them  for 
the  zeal  and  affection  they  had  {hewed  in  his  fervice, 
and  reprefented  to  the  people  that  they  were  actuat- 
ed by  a  principle  of  miftaken  loyalty ;  that  his  re- 
ading among  the  Spaniards  was  not  the  effect  of 
compulfion  ;  that  he  was  refolved  to  difmifs  them 
from  his  court,  and  therefore  defired  his  fubjects  to 
lay  down  their  arms. 

This  condefcenfion  made  fuch  an  impreffion  upon 
the  hearers,  who  had  been  ufed  to  obey  him  with 
fear  and  trembling,  that  many  wept  to  fee  the  em- 
peror fo  humbled ;  and  the  reft  hung  down  their 
heads,  and  flood  in  iilence  and  fufpence.  But  thefe 
favourable  dilpofitions  were  fbon  changed.  Some  of; 
the  emiffaries  belonging  to  a  cacique,  who  hoped  to 
fucceed  Motezuma,  upbraiding  the  prince  with  be- 
in<*  a  coward5  a  prfoner,  and  a  flave,  raifed  a  cla- 
mour among  the  people  \  and  inftantly  turned  their 
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companion  into  fuch  a  rage,  that  they  curfed  him, 
and  uttered  the  moil  opprobrious  invectives.  The 
motions  he  made  with  his  hand  and  head  were  now 
difregarded ;  and  his  efforts  to  fpeak  rendered  inef- 
fectual, by  their  repeated  ihouts,  till  at  length  they 
let  fly  a  fhower  of  arrows  againft  him.  The  fol- 
diers  being  near  him,  endeavoured  to  cover  him  with 
their  bucklers  ;  but  in  fpite  of  all  their  care,  he  was 
wounded  in  feveraJ  places,  and  received  a  terrible 
blow  upon  one  of  his  temples,  which  brought  him 
to  the  ground.  Cortes  having  caufed  him  to  be 
carried  to  his  apartment,  refolved  to  be  revenged 
on  the  authors  of  this  misfortune.  But  he  then 
could  find  no  enemy  on  whom  he  could  wreak  his 
revenge  •,  for  the  emperor  no  fooner  fell,  than  the 
Mexicans,  ftruck  with  horror  and  confirmation,  in- 
ftantly  fled. 

Motezuma  had  fcarcely  recovered  his  fenfes,  when 
he  became  frantic  with  rage  •,  imprecated  the  moft 
dreadful  curies  upon  his  rebellious  fubjects ;  and  re» 
fnfed  to  lift.cn  to  the  remonftranc.es  and  confolations 
of  Cortes,  who  in  vain  endeavoured  to  comfort  him. 
He  tore  the  bandages  and  plaiflers  from  his  wounds, 
and  even  attempted  to  put  an  end  to  his  life ;  which 
made  it  necefTary  to  reftrain  him  by  force  i  and  then 
he  absolutely  refuted  to  take  any  manner  of  fufte- 
nanee.  The  wound  in  his  head  was  very  dangerous; 
and  the  agitation  of  his  mind  foon  rendered  it  mor- 
tal. Cortes  joined  with  father  Bartholomew  de  Ol- 
medo  in  perfuading  him  to  renounce  his  idolatry; 
but  all  their  arguments  were  to  no  purpofe :  and  he 
expired,  after  having  conjured  the  general  to  revenge 
his  death. 

Motezuma's  unhappy  fate  filled  Cortes  with  great 
concern.  He  was  now  obliged  to  form  a  new  plan, 
and  to  quit  all  the  advantages  he  enjoyed  by  his  in- 
fluence at  the  court  of  Mexico.  The  firft  ftep  he 
took,  was  appointing  fix  of  Motezuma's  principal 
attendants,   ibme   of  whom  were  priefts,    to  carry 
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out  his  body  to  the  rebels ;  with  orders  to  tell  the 
princes  who  headed  them,  that  he  had  fent  them 
the  corpfe  of  their  late  fovereign,  whom  they  them- 
felves  had  murdered  ;  and  who,  before  his  death, 
had  earneftly  conjured  him  to  revenge  his  wrongs, 
and  chaftiie  them  for  their  abominable  rebellion. 
But  as  he  imagined  the  infurrection  was  not  approv- 
ed by  the  nobles,  he  once  more  propofed  peace,  and 
was  ready  to  agree  to  any  reasonable  conditions : 
but  mould  they  neglect  his  propofal,  as  his  refpect 
for  Motezuma  could  no  longer  moderate  his  refent- 
ment,  he  would  lay  wafte  their  city  with  fire  and 
fword. 

The  bearers  of  the  corpfe  were  met  at  a  fmall  dis- 
tance from  the  quarters  by  a  body  of  the  inhabi- 
tants, wno  threw  down  their  arms,  and  followed  their 
deceafed  fovereign  with  the  moil  profound  reverence 
and  refpe<5t.  The  city  was  inftantly  filled  with  la- 
mentations •,  and  though  another  emperor  was  al- 
ready elected,  they  teftified  their  repentance  by  the 
ftrongeft  exprefTions  of  forrow,  running  about  the 
ftreets  in  clamorous  tumults  till  the  next  morning, 
when  they  conveyed  the  body  to  the  mountain  of 
Chapultepeque,  where  it  was  interred  with  great  fo- 
lemnity. 

Thus  fell  the  great  Motezuma,  the  moft  power- 
ful emperor  that  had  ever  filled  the  Mexican  throne. 
He  had  reigned  Seventeen  years  -,  was  the  eleventh 
in  the  number  of  emperors,  and  the  fecond  of  that 
name.  He  left  four  fons,  and  three  daughters  ^ 
two  of  the  former,  who  lived  with  their  father  in 
his  confinement,  were  afterwards  killed  by  the  Mex- 
icans in  Cortes's  retreat.  The  daughters  afterwards 
embraced  the  chriitian  religion,  and  were  married 
to  Spaniards  :  But  the  moft  diilinguifhed  of  his  de- 
fendants was  one  of  Motezuma5  s  fons,  who  at  his 
baptifm  took  the  name  of  Don  Pedro  de  Motezuma, 
and  received  many  favours  from  his  Catholic  majefty, 
who  gave. him  confiderable  pofTcifions  in  New  Spain, 
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with  the  title  of  count  of  Motezuma,  which  his  pof- 
terity  (till  enjoy. 

No  attempt  was  made  upon  the  Spanifh  quarters 
while  the  emperor  remained  ill  of  his  wounds,  which 
Cortes  attributed  to  their  being  filled  with  horror  at 
the  thoughts  of  the  crime  they  had  committed  -,  but 
it  was  all  owing  to  the  nobility  being  wholly  employ- 
ed in  the  inauguration 'of  Qiiilavaca,  cacique  of  Iz- 
tapalapa,  whom  they  raifed  to  the  throne. 

The  Mexicans,  inftead.  of  liftening  to  the  propo- 
fal  made  by  Motezuma's  fervants,  renewed  the  war 
with  greater  vigour  than  ever ;  and  on  the  morning 
that  lucceeded  the  late  emperor's  funeral,  alt  the 
flreets  were,  by  break  of  day,  filled  with  armed 
men.  They  had  alfo  put  a  ftrong  garrifon  in  the 
towers  of  the  temple  which  commanded  part  of  the 
Spanifli  quarters.  This  important  poft,  which  was 
defended  by  500  chofen  men  of  the  nobility,  Cortes 
refolved  at  all  events  to  carry.  He  therefore  drew 
the  greatefl  part  of  his  flrength  out  of  the  quarters, 
and  having  formed  feveral  battalions,  fufficient  to 
cut  off  all  communication  between  the  towers  and 
the  Indians  in  the  ftreets,  he  ordered  captain  Efco- 
bar,  with  a  confiderable  detachment,  to  attack  the 
temple,  which  was  of  difficult  accefs.  That  officer 
marched  to  the  lower  porch  without  oppofition  •, 
but  fuddenly  the  defendants  from  the  upper  porch 
difcharged  fuch  a  mower  of  lances,  arrows,  large 
itones,  and  half-burnt  beams  of  timber,  provided 
for  that  purpoie,  that  the  affailants  were  thrown  into 
diibrder,  and  obliged  to  retreat  in  confufion,  after 
.  their  having  returned  three  times  to  the  attack. 

Mean  while  Cortes  was  at  the  head  of  a  troop  of 
horfe,  bufily  employed  in  fupporting  thofe  who  mod 
needed  his  affiftance  ;  but  feeing  Eicobar  defeated, 
he ■  initantly  quitted  his  horfe,  caufed  a  fhield  to  be 
fattened  to  his  arm,  on  account  of  the  wound  in  his 
hand  ;  then  flying  to  his  affiflance,  advanced  to  the 
flairs  with  fuch  intrepidity,  as  infpired  his  followers 
r  X/2  with 
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with  the  ambition  to  imitate  his  example.  In  an  in- 
flant  the  action  was  renewed  with  furprizing  obfti- 
nacy  ;  and  two  Mexicans  who  had  devoted  their  lives 
to  the  fervice  of  their  country,  feeing  Cortes  upon 
a  tower,  threw  down  their  arms,  ran  up  to  him,  and 
Hooping  down  like  applicants,  feized  him,  and  en- 
deavoured to  throw  him  over  the  rails :  but  after 
ftruggling  with  them  for  fome  time,  he  had  the  good 
fortune  to  difengage  himfelf;  upon  which,  they 
threw  themfelves  headlong  from  the  tower,  and  their 
brains  were  dafhed  out  againft  the  pavement.  The 
Mexicans  were  at  laft  obliged  to  retire  from  the  con- 
tinued fire  of  the  Spaniards  \  and  the  general  return- 
ed with  his  troops  into  the  quarters,  after  they  had 
made  a  dreadful  havoc  among  the  enemy,  and  burnt 
a  confiderable  part  of  the  city. 

The  next  day  the  enemy  defired  a  parley  •,  which 
being  granted  by  Cortes,  feveral  of  the  nobles  ap- 
proached the  walls,  and  in  the  name  of  the  new  em- 
peror, propofed  that  the  Spaniards  fhould  inftantly 
march  down  to  the  fea-fide,  and  leave  the  country, 
upon  which  condition  they  promlfed  to  put  an  end 
to  all  hoflilities  :  but  obferved,  that  fhould  he  re- 
ject, this  propofal,  they  muft  all  inevitably  perifh  ; 
for  as  they  were  now  convinced  by  experience,  that 
the  Spaniards  were  mortal,  they  were  refolved  to 
continue  their  attacks ;  and  though  the  death  of  eve- 
ry Chriftian  mould  cofc  them  20,000  lives,  they 
would  have  a  number  left  fufficient  to  rejoice  at  their 
fuccefs. 

To  this  Cortes  replied,  that  the  Spaniards  did  not 
pretend  to  be  immortal,  though  they  were  fo  fupe- 
rior  to  the  Mexicans,  that  with  his  handful  of  men 
he  could  deftroy  the  whole  empire  :  but  being  mov- 
ed by  the  calamities,  they,  through  their  obftinacy, 
had  fufFered,  he  was  refolved  to  depart  •,  and  that  he 
only  waited  till  the  necefTary  preparations  were  made 
for  his  march,  and  other  articles  agreed  upon  for 
the  reciprocal  advantage  of  both  parties.  The  no- 
bles 
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bles  Teemed  pleafed  with  this  anfwer,  though  the 
overtures  they  had  made  were  intended  to  anfwer  a 
very  different  purpofe.  It  had  been  agreed  by  the 
new  emperor  and  his  council,  that  inftead  of  expof- 
ing  themfelves  to  fuch  terrible  (laughter,  as  the  peo- 
ple had  always  fuffered  from  the  artillery  and  fire- 
arms, they  fhould  diftrefs  the  Spaniards  by  famine  •> 
and  amufe  them  with  negotiations,  till  being  weak- 
ened and  difpirited  by  hunger,  they  might  fall  upon 
them  to  greater  advantage.  They  recollected  that  Mo- 
tezuma's  three  fons  and  other  perfons  of  diftinction 
were  prifoners  in  the  SpaniiTi  quarters  ;  but  willing- 
ly devoted  them  as  facrifices  to  the  good  of  their 
country,  except  their  chief  prieft,  whom  they  re- 
iblved,  if  pofTible,  to  deliver. 

The  deputies  therefore  returned  the  fame  evening 
with  a  propofal,  that  fome  of  the  Mexican  prifoners 
mould  be  fent  with  inftructions  to  the  emperor ; 
artfully  hinting,  that  the  moil  proper  perfon  would 
be  a  certain  ancient  prieft,  who  being  an  intelligent 
man,  would  be  able  to  remove  whatever  difficulties 
might  be  flarted.  Cortes  readily  afTented  to  the 
propofal,  and  made  the  prieft  acquainted  with  his 
demands,  in  relation  to  the  necefTaries  he  mould  want 
in  his  march  •,  refolving,  if  he  fhould  return,  to  ex- 
plain himfelf  with  refpeel:  to  their  laying  down  their 
arms  and  delivering  ho(tao;es.  But  thev  had  not  the 
lead  intention  to  fend  him  back,  or  to  come  to  an 
amicable  agreement  -,  which  was  very  evident  from 
their  making  trenches  to  defend  the  pallage  of  the 
canals,  breaking  down  the  bridges  of  the  principal 
caufeway,  and  cutting  off  all  communication  with 
the  road  leading  to  Tlafcala.  Cortes  was  greatly 
alarmed  at  this  intelligence,  and  immediately  or- 
dered a  portable  bridge  to  be  made,  ftrong  enough 
to  bear  the  weight  of  the  artillery,  and  lb  light  as 
to  be  carried  by  40  foldiers. 

Men  were  immediately  employed  in  making  this 
bridge  •,  and  at  the  fame  time  Cortes  affembled  his 
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captains,  in  order  to  confult  whether  they  mould  re- 
treat by  day  or  by  night :  for  he  was  refolded  to  re- 
tire to  Tlafcala,  and  there  to  take  meafures  for  lay- 
ing fiege  to  the  city  of  Mexico.  The  majority  of 
th£  officers  propofed  a  retreat  by  night,  on  account 
of  the  fuperftition  of  the  Mexicans,  which  made  it 
unufual  for  them  to  engage  an  enemy  after  fun-fet ; 
and  from  the  difficulty  of  attacking  them  in  the  ca- 
noes in  the  dark.  This  was  however  warmly  oppo- 
fed  by  Cortes,  and  feveral  others ;  but  the  queftion 
being  put  to  the  vote,  the  majority  declared  for  the 
firfb  propofal,  to  which  Cortes  afiented  ;  and  it  was 
refolved,  to  give  the  enemy  as  little  time  as  poflible 
to  form  obftruclions,  by  beginning  their  march  that 
very  night.  The  carpenters  had  no  fooner  finifhed 
the  bridge,  which  was  to  be  moved  from  one  open- 
ing in  the  caufeway  to  another,  than  Cortes  fent  an- 
other. Mexican  in  order  to  amufe  the  enemy  with 
farther  propofals  of  peace,  while  Jie  made  the  pro- 
per difpofitions  for  his  retreat.  The  order  of  march 
being  fixed,  he  caufed  the  treafure  to  be  brought  in- 
to his  apartment,  and  taking  one  fifth  for  the  king, 
in  what  was  portable,  he  delivered  it  to  the  commif- 
fary  with  fome  wounded  horfes  for  the  carriage  -,  but 
the  remainder,  which  amounted  to  upwards  of 
700,000  pieces  of  eight,  he  propofed  to  leave,  as 
a  dangerous  incumbrance :  but  finding  the  foldiers 
unwilling  to  lofe  their  fhare,  he  gave  them  leave  to 
take  what  they  could  conveniently  carry;  in  confe- 
quence  of  which,  fome  of  the  moil  avaritious,  who 
were  among  thofe  who  came  with  Narvaez,  loaded 
themfelves  fo  heavily,  that  they  ftaggered  under  their 
burdens. 

Cortes  having  taken  thefe  previous  fteps,  encou- 
raged the  foldiers  by  a  fhort  fpeech  ;  and  about  mid- 
night they  began  their  march  with  great  filence  and 
circumfpeclion,  being  favoured  by  the  wetnefs  of 
the  weather,  and  the  darknefs  of  the  night.  The 
bridge,  which   was  carried   in  the  front,    was  laid 
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over  the  firft  canal  before  they  met  with  the  lead 
oppofition  j  but  the  weight  of  the  artillery  and  horfe 
jammed  it  fo  fad,  that  they  found  it  impracticable 
to  remove  it ;  and  indeed  they  had  no  time  to  ufe 
much  pains  about  it ;  for  before  the  army  had  paf- 
fed  the  firft  breach  of  the  caufeway,  they  were  fud- ' 
denly  attacked  on  all  fides  :  for  the  enemy  having  ob- 
ferved  their>motions,  had  aiTembled  their  troops  and 
canoes  with  fuch  expedition  and  filence,  that  the 
lake  was  covered  on  each  fide  of  the  caufeway.  The 
attack  began  with  great  regularity  -,  and  had  the 
Mexicans  continued  to  preferve  the  fame  good  order 
during  the  engagement,  Cortes  and  his  whole  army 
muft  have  perilhed.  But  they  foon  returned  to  their 
ufual  way  of  charging  in  confufion,  by  which  means 
many  of  the  canoes  were  dalhed  to  pieces  againft 
each  other,  and  the  Spaniards  made  a  dreadful 
(laughter.  They  were  attacked  in  front  by  a  vaft 
number,  who  being  impatient  till  they  came  to  ac- 
tion, had  thrown  themielves  into  the  lake,  and  clam- 
bered up  the  caufeway  in  order  to  dirpute  the  pat 
fage  j  but  they  were  fo  crowded,  that  they  had 
fcarcely  room  to  make  ufe  of  their  weapons :  and 
the  fiaughter  was,  according  to  fome  authors,  fo 
great,  as  to  fupply  a  fufficient  number  of  bodies, 
to  form  a  pafTage  for  the  Spaniards  in  the  lake.  But 
other  authors  alledge,  that  the  enemy  left  the  beam 
of  they  fecond  bridge,  on  which  the  foldiers  paiTed 
over  in  files,  leading  their  horfes  through  the  water 
by  the  bridles. 

Cortes,  on  his  reaching  the  fhore,  ordered  the  men 
to  be  formed  as  faft  as  they  arrived  •,  and  then  return- 
ed to  the  caufeway,  entered  into  the  engagement,  and 
animated  the  men  by  his  prefence  and  example.  He 
caufed  each  fide  of  the  caufeway  to  be  lined  with 
foldiers,  who  were  to  repel  the  enemy,  while  the  reft 
marched  between  them  in  the  centre  -,  and  to  facili- 
tate the  march,  he  ordered  the  artillery  to  be  thrown 
into  the   water :    but  notwithftanding  all  his  vigi- 
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lance,  part  of  the  rear-guard  was  cut  in  pieces,  the 
bridge  being  deftroyed  by  the  Mexicans  in  the  ca- 
noes before  thefe  unhappy  men  could  pafs  it,  and 
thefe  chiefly  confifted  of  thofe  who  had  fo  overloaded 
themfelves  with  treafure,  that  they  were  incapable 
of  exerting  themfelves  in  their  own  defence.     • 

The  army  having  pafTed  over  the  lake  by  break 
of  day,  -  halted  near  Tobuca,  to  give  time  to  thofe 
who  had  eicaped  from  the  battle  to  join  their  friends; 
a  precaution  which  faved  the  lives  of  feveral  Spaniards 
and  Tlafcalans,  who  had  fwam  afhore,  and  conceal- 
ed themfelves  in  fome  fields  of  maize  till  the  morn- 
ing. Thefe  brought  intelligence  that  the  laft  divi- 
fion  of  the  rear  guard  was  entirely  cut  off;  and  the 
troops  being  reviewed,  their  lofs  was  found  to  amount 
to  about  200  Spaniards,  above  iooo  Tlafcalans,  and 
46  horfes,  with  all  the  Mexican  prifoners  ;  who,  in 
the  darknefs  and  confufion  of  the  night,  were  treat- 
ed as  enemies  by  their  own  countrymen.  The  Spa- 
niards were  much  dejected  at  finding  how  greatly 
their  number  was  diminifhed ;  at  the  lofs  of  their 
artillery,  and  at  the  apprchenfion  of  being  every 
moment  again  affaulted,  while  they  were  oppreffed 
with  fatigue.  Their  affliction  was  increafed  by  the 
lofs  of  fome  excellent  officers,  among  whom  was 
Juan  Veiafquez  de  Leon,  who  brought  up  the  rear. 

Had  the  Spaniards  been  now  attacked,  before 
they  had  time  to  refrefh  themfelves,  and  recover 
their  fpirits  after  the  fatigue  of  the  battle,  they 
would  in  all  probability  have  been  eafily  deftroyed  : 
but  an  event  which  they  confidered  as  extremely  un- 
fortunate, prolonged  their  lives,  by  giving  them 
time  to  repofe.  It  has  already  been  obferved  that 
all  the  Mexican  prifoners  were  killed  in  the  engage- 
ment •,  and  in  the  morning  when  the  enemy  went  to 
ftrip  the  dead,  they  found  three  of  Motezuma's  fons, 
whom  they  had  killed  with  their  arrows.  At  this 
fpeclacle  they  were  amazed  and  ftupified ;  the  troops 
were  feized  with  confirmation,  and  the  news  of  this 
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event  foon  reached  the  new  emperor  :  he  ordered  the 
bodies  of  thefe  unhappy  princes  to  be  conveyed  to  the 
burying-place  of  their  anceftors,  and  all  the  inhabi- 
tants attending  their  funeral,  afforded  the  Spaniards 
this  feafonable  refpite. 

Mean  while  Cortes  marched  with  great  caution 
towards  Tlafcala,  fufpecting  that  the  enemy's  delay 
proceeded  from  fome  defign,  which  had  been  form- 
ed againfl  him  -,  and  indeed  the  Spaniards  had  not 
proceeded  far,  before  they  obferved  feveral  compa- 
nies of  armed  men  following  the  army  at  a  diflance. 
Thefe  were  fome  of  the  inhabitants  of  feveral  cities 
whom  the  Mexicans  had  ordered  to  obferve  the  mo- 
tions of  the  Spaniards,  and  retard  their  march,  till 
they  themfelves  had  discharged  their  laft  duty  to  the 
fons  of  Motezuma,  At  length  the  whole  body  of 
the  Mexicans  appeared,  and  joining  the  others,  at- 
tacked the  army  with  great  impetuofity.  Cortes 
placed  his  fire-arms  and  crofs-bows  in  the  front,  and 
then  ordered  the  horfe  to  advance  and  charge  the 
Indians,  which  they  did  with -great  fuccefs ;  but  their 
enemies  continually  increasing,  the  Spaniards  were 
fatigued  with  killing  them,  and  began  to  defpair 
of  their  ever  being  able  to  rout  fuch  a  prodigious 
multitude :  when  Cortes  perceiving  an  edifice  with 
turrets  on  the  top  of  an  eminence  near  the  field  of 
battle,  refolved  to  gain  that  poft,  which  he  effected. 
As  this  building  was  a  temple,  that  had  a  fpacious 
court,  encompaffed  by  a  wall  and  feveral  towers,  it 
was  eafily  defended.  The  Spaniards  here  found  inci- 
ter from  the  danger  to  which  they  had  been  expofed ; 
and  on  account  of  this  fignal  relief,  afterwards  creel- 
ed an  hermitage  on  the  fpot,  which  is  ftill  known 
by  the  name  of  Neitftra  Sennora  de  Los  Remedios,  or 
Our  Lady  of  Relief. 

The  Mexicans  approached  near  the  walls ;  but 
having  difcharged  a  great  number  of  arrows,  retir- 
ed toward  Mexico :  however  the  Spaniards  perceiv- 
ed from  the  tops  of  the  towers  that  they  halted  in 
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the  plain,  where  they  divided  into  feveral  bodies. 
The  men  were  refreshed  with  fome  provifions  they 
found  in  the  temple,  and  with  what  the  Indians  had 
faved  with  their  baggage,  and  had  their  wounds  dref? 
fed,  the  linen  horfe-  cloths  ferving  for  lint  and  ban- 
dages. Thefe  neceffary  talks  being  performed,  Cor- 
tes called  a  council  of  his  officers,  and  propofed,  as 
this  poll  could  not  be  maintained  for  want  of  pro- 
vifions, and  as  they  could  not  hope  to  make  their 
retreat  while  furrounded  by  fueh  a  multitude  of  the 
enemy^  they  mould  feize  this  opportunity  of  conti- 
nuing their  march  during  the  night,  in  order  that 
they  might  be  two  or  three  leagues  from  the  Mexi- 
cans the  next  morning.  This  propofal  being  una- 
nimoufly  approved,  fome  hours  reft  were  allotted  for 
the  refrefhment  of  the  people,  who  were  dreadfully 
fatigued  ;  and  at  midnight  they  retired  from  the 
temple,  leaving  the  fires  burning,  in  order  to  deceive 
the  enemy.  After  a  march  of  four  leagues,  they 
came  to  a  village  advantageoufly  fituated,  which  was 
deierted  by  its  inhabitants,  where  they  ftaid  two 
days  till  the  wounded  were  again  able  to  travel. 
They  then  marched  two  days  through  a  rocky  and 
barren  country,  at  a  diftance  from  the  great  road  ; 
which  they  purpofely  avoided,  being  without  fhelter 
in  the  night,  perpetually  harraffed  by  flying  parties 
of  Indians.  In  the  laft  of  thefe  marches,  they  reach- 
ed a  village,  where  the  inhabitants  provided  every 
thing  for  their  entertainment  with  an  air  of  frank- 
nefs  and  hofpitality ;  which  was  no  more  than  an  ill- 
judged  ftratagem,  defigned  to  lull  the  Spaniards  into 
a  carelefs  fecurity. 

Early  the  next  morning  the  army  afcended  a 
mountain,  on  the  other  fide  of  which  was  the  valley 
of  Otumba;  when  Marina  obferved,  that  the  In- 
dians who  ftill  followed  at  a  diftance,  fhouted  and 
frequently  exclaimed,  "  Proceed,  tyrants  ♦,  you'll 
**  foon  arrive  at  the  place  where  you  will  all  perifh." 
Cortes  took  all  poffible  precaution  to  prevent  being 
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furprized  :  but  on  his  reaching  the  top  of  the  moun- 
tain, he  found  the  paffage  of  the  troops  effectually 
obftru&ed  by  an  immenfe  multitude  of  armed  men, 
who  covered  the  extenfrve  plain  of  Otumba.  Thefe 
were  the  Indians  they  encountered  at  the  firft  temple, 
reinforced  by  a  vail  number  of  people  from  Mexico, 
with  the  principal  nobles  at  their  head,  who  had 
feparated  into  feveral  bodies,  and  marched  by  diffe- 
rent roads  with  fuch  expedition  as  to  get  the  ftart  of 
the  Spaniards,  and  unite  in  this  fpacious  plain,  where 
there  was  no  danger  of  their  being  embarrafled  for 
want  of  room.  The  front  of  the  army,  which  ap- 
peared from  the  diverfity  of  the  colours  and  ftandards, 
to  be  of  different  nations,  extended  along  the  whole 
breadth  of  the  valley  -,  but  the  eye  could  not  reach 
the  extremity  of  the  rear.  In  the  centre  appeared  the 
captain-general  of  the  empire,  borne  in  a  fumptuous 
chariot  upon  men's  moulders,  that  he  might  the  bet- 
ter judge  of  emergencies,  and  fee  his  orders  punctu- 
ally obeyed.  Near  him  was  the  royal  ftandard  of 
Mexico,  which  was  a  net  of  mafly  gold,  faftened  to 
a  pike,  crowned  with  a  plume  of  variegated  feathers ; 
and  this  ftandard  was  never  brought  into  the  fields, 
but  upon  the  mod  extraordinary  occafions.  Indeed 
this  vaft  army,  with  the  motions  of  their  different 
'weapons,  and  their  feather  waving  in  the  wind,  form- 
ed an  appearance  that  was  at  once  beautiful  and  tre- 
mendous. 

Cortes  having  taken  a  view  of  this  dreadful  army, 
turned  with  alacrity  to  his  foldiers,  and  told  them 
that  they  muft  either  conquer  or  die  ;  but  was  im- 
mediately interrupted  by  his  men,  who  called  out, 
that  he  mould  give  the  word  and  lead  them  to  battle. 
He  was  unwilling  to  balk  their  ardour  •,  and  having 
ranged  them  in  order,  immediately  advanced.  The 
foldiers  gave  no  ftroke  either  with  their  lances  or 
fwords,  but  what  was  fatal.  Cortes,  reflecting  that  the 
ftrength  of  his  men  muft  foon  fail,  recollected  that 
he  had  heard  among  the  Mexicans,  that  the  whole 
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fuccefs  of  the  battle  depended  upon  the  royal  ftand- 
ard ;  the  lofing  of  which  decided  the  fortune  of  the 
day.  Upon  which  he  inftantly  refolved  to  make  an 
extraordinary  effort  to  obtain  it ;  and  commanded 
Sandoval  Alverado  de  Olid,  and  DaviJa  to  follow 
and  fecure  his  rear,  while  he,  with  his  troop  of  horfe, 
charged  that  part  which  appeared  weakeft  and  near- 
eft  the  centre.  This  troop  trode  down  whole  batta- 
lions, and  foon  cut  their  way  to  the  place  where  the 
imperial  ftandard  was  defended  by  a  guard  compofed 
of  the  nobles ;  when  Cortes  fpurring  his  horfe 
through  the  midft  of  them,  wounded  the  captain- 
-general,  and  threw  him  from  his  chariot  with  the  firft 
ftroke  of  his  lance  :  and  Juan  de  Salamanca,  a  pri- 
vate gentleman,  leaped  from  his  horfe,  difpatched 
the  general,  and  feizing  the  ftandard,  gave  it  into 
the  hands  of  Cortes. 

The,  Mexicans  no  fooner  beheld  the  imperial  ftan- 
dard in  the  power  of  the  Spaniards,  than  they  ftruck 
all  the  reft  of  their  colours,  and  betook  themfelves 
to  a  precipitate  flight  •,  while  the  victorious  Spaniards 
made  a  dreadful  flaug-hter  of  the  fugitives,  20,000 
Indians  being  faid  to  be  killed  in  the  battle  and  pur- 
iuit.  The  fpoils  which  Cortes  divided  among  the 
fbldiers,  were  very  considerable  *,  for  the  Mexicans 
depending  upon  their  number,  which  amounted 
to  200,000,  came  adorned  with  their  beft  jewels,  as 
to  a  certain  triumph. 

The  Spaniards  now  pnrfued  their  march,  but  not 
without  fome  fuipicion  of  being  again  attacked,  as 
feveral  bodies  of  men  were  feen  on  the  tops  of  the 
mountains ;  but  they  proceeded  without  moleftation, 
and  the  next  day  they  entered  the  confines  of  Tlaf- 
cala,  when  the  whole  army  expreffed  their  joy  by 
loud  acclamation?,  and  the  Tlafcalans  kifTed  the 
earth.  At  noon  Cortes  entered  Gualipar,  a  conlide- 
rable town,  where  he  was  received  with  great  hofpi- 
tality ;  and  having  quartered  his  troops  there,  he 
fcnt  two  Tlafcalans  to  the  fenate  with  an  account  of 
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his  retreat :  but  the  meffengers  were  fcarcely  dif- 
miffed,  when  he  was  vifited  hy  Magifcatzin,  Old 
Xicotencal,  with  his  ion,  and  others  deputed  by  the 
fenate,  to  compliment  him  upon  his  return.  They 
propofed  his  immediately  proceeding  to  the  city, 
where  quarters  were  already  provided  for  the  Spa- 
niards. But  he  chofe  to  remain  in  his  prefent  fitua- 
tion,  till  his  people  mould  be  refreflied  and  in  ti  rely 
recovered  from  their  fatigues,  to  which  the  Tlaf- 
calans  the  more  readily  affented,  as  this  would  give 
them  time  to  prepare  for  his  reception,  and  his  enter- 
ing the  city  in  a  folemn  triumph. 

The  Spaniards  were  liberally  (applied  with  nzce£~ 
iaries  at  the  expence  of  the  public,  during  a  flay  of 
three  days  at  Gualipar;  when  adorning,  themfeives 
with  the  plumes  and  jewels  of  the  vanquimed  Mexi- 
cans, they  began  their  march  for  Tlafcala,  which 
they  entered  in  July  1520.  The  fenate  in  thei%richeft 
robes  came  out  with  a  numerous  attendance  to 
receive  them  ;  the  fields  were  crowded  with  people  -, 
the  air  was  filled  with  acclamations,  and  they  were 
faluted  at  their  entrance  with  the  founds  of  flutes, 
drums  and  horns. 

But  in  the  midft  of  this  feftival,  a  damp  was  given 
to  the  public  joy  by  Cortes's  iilnefs.  A  wound  he 
had  received  in  his  head  broke  out  afrefh  ;  he  was 
feized  with  a  dangerous  fever,  and  his  friends  began 
to  deipair  of  his  life.  But  the  fenate  employing  the 
mod  expert  phyiicians  in  the  country,  he  fpeedily 
recovered. 

Cortes  now  impatiently  longed  to  know  the  ftate 
of  affairs  at  Vera  Cruz,  and  therefore  lent  a  letter  to 
the  governor,  by  an  Indian  courier,  who  foon  re- 
turned with  an  anfwer,  that  no  alteration  had  yet 
happened  in  the  garrifon  or  on  the  coafr. ;  and  that 
Narvaez  and  Salvatiera  were  ftill  in  fafe  cuftody: 
but  that  a  corporal  and  eight  foldiers,  who  had  been 
fent  to  Tlafcala  for  the  gold  belonging  to  the  garri- 
fon, were  not  returned  -,  that  it  was  reported  among 
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the  Indians,  that  they  were  murdered  in  the  pro- 
vince Tepeaca,  and  that  it  was  feared  the  wounded 
foldiers  belonging  to  Narvaez  had  met  with  the  fame 
fate  ;  for  being  impatient  to  reach  Mexico,  which 
they  confidered  as  the  centre  of  their  wealth,  they, 
as  faft  as  they  recovered,  had  marched  away  from 
Zempoalla  for  that  city.  Indeed  the  truth  of  this 
report  was  now  confirmed  by  the  Tlafcalans,  who 
had  hitherto  concealed  it  from  Cortes,  left  it  fhould 
retard  his  recovery ;"  and  he  had  the  mortification  to 
find  himfelf  thus  deprived  of  a  reinforcement  of 
near  50  Spaniards,  who  had  been  deftroyed  by  the 
Indians  of  Tepeaca.  Cortes  therefore  refolved  to  be 
revenged  on  that  nation,  which  lay  between  him  and 
Vera  Cruz,  and  the  Tlafcalans  promifed  to  intereft 
themfelves  in  the  quarrel. 

At  this  time  ambarTadors  from  the  new  emperor 
of  Mexico  arrived  at  Gualipar,  whence  they  fent  to 
defire  leave  of  the  fenate  to  enter  the  city,  with  pro- 
pofals  of  peace  ^  and  this  being  granted  with  the  con- 
fen  t  of  Cortes,  they  made  their  public  entry  with 
great  fplendor  and  folemnity,  and  were  received  in 
the  fenate  houfe  5  where  they  made  offers  of  peace 
and  perpetual  alliance,  on  condition  of  their  declar- 
ing war  againft  the  Spaniards,  and  affifting  them  in 
their  endeavours  to  extirpate  thofe  ftrangers.  Their 
fpeech  was  interrupted  by  the  murmurs  of  the  affem- 
bly,  who  were  exafperated  at  the  propofal.  How- 
ever they  were  permitted  to  retire  to  the  lodgings 
afiigned  them,  till  the  fenate  fhould  deliberate  upon 
the  fubjecl  of  the  embafTy  •,  when  it  was  unanimoufly 
agreed  to  reject  their  propofals.  But  the  ambaffa- 
dors  did  not  wait  for  a  formal  difmiffion  ;  for  dread- 
ing left  fome  popular  infurreclion  fhould  be  raifed 
againft  them,  they  fled  with  great  precipitation. 

Notwithftanding  the  regard  the  Tlafcalans  upon 
this  and  other  occafions  fhewed  for  the  Spaniards,  Xi- 
cotencal  ftill  hated  and  envied  Cortes-,  and  had 
hitherto  difguifed  thefe  difpofitions  under  the  mafque 
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of  friendmip.  Though  he  did  not  fo  much  as  {peak 
in  the  fenate,  in  behalf  of  the  Mexican  propofals, 
he  took  the  opportunity  of  fowing  jealoufies  among  the 
people  by  means  of  his  friends  •,  who  privately  mag- 
nified the  advantages  of  an  alliance  with  the  Mexi- 
cans, and  reprefented,  with  fome  truth,  their  friend- 
fhip for  the  Spaniards  as  a  dangerous  connection, 
that  would  entail  flavery  and  oppreffion  upon  theai 
and  their  pofrerity.  The  fenate  were  foon  informed 
of  thefe  practices,  and  upon  this  occafion  held  a  con- 
sultation; at  which  Xicotencal's  father  gave  his 
opinion,  that  his  fon  mould  fuffer  death,  as  a  fower 
of  fedttion  :  but  out  of  refpect  to  the  gray  hairs  and 
character  of  the  father,  they  only  ordered  him  to  be 
brought  before  them  in  chains ;  deprived  him  of  all 
the  honours  he  enjoyed,  and  caufed  him  to  be  thrown 
down  the  Hairs  of  the  fenate-houfe.  A  few  days 
after  this  degradation,  Xicotencal  implored  forgive- 
nefs  of  Cortes,  who  did  not  know  of  his  crime  till 
after  the  punifhment  was  inflicted ;  and  by  his  inter- 
pofition,  was  reflored  to  his  former  rank. 

Xicotencal  now  endeavoured  to  atone  for  his  fault 
by  his  diligence  in  afTembling  the  troops  of  the  re- 
public. Mean  while  the  foldiers  who  came  with, 
Narvaez,  being  difgufted  at  the  fatigues  and  dangers 
they  had  undergone,  and  intimidated  at  the  thoughts 
of  a  new  war,  loudly  exclaimed  againft  the  expedi- 
tion to  Tepeaca ;  and  even  delivered  a  formal  protefta- 
tion  to  Cortes,  fignifying  their  refufal  to  undertake 
.that  emerprize,  and  their  defire  to  march  immedi- 
ately for  Vera  Cruz,  where  they  might  be  nearer  at 
hand  to  follicit  reinforcements  from  St.  Domingo  and 

T  '  & 

Jamaica. 

Cortes  was  greatly  provoked  at  this  infolent  remon- 
ftrance;  but  thought  proper  to  difguife  his  refent- 
ment  -,  and  to  reprefent  to  them,  that  as  the  Tepea- 
cans  had  feized  the  pailes  of  the  mountains^  it  was 
impofftble  for  them  to  reach  Vera  Cruz  without  light- 
ing them,  in  which  he  mould  be -af filled  by  the  Tiaf- 
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calan  troops,  that  were  aflembling  for  that  purpofe  : 
but  he  afTured  them,  that  as  foon  as  the  Indians 
mould  be  fubdued,  they  who  were  unwiliino-  to 
follow  his  fortune,  mould  have  free  leave  to  de- 
part. 

Cortes  having  thus  reconciled  his  troops  to  the  fer- 
vice,  marched  with  8000  choice  Tlafcalans,  com- 
manded by  officers  of  diftinguifhed  valour,  and  left 
the  care  of  bringing  up  the  reft  to  Xicotencal.  Hav- 
ing proceeded  three  leagues,  they  fpent  the  night  in 
a  village  abandoned  by  the  enemy.  The  Tepeacans 
now  took  the  field  in  order  to  (fop  their  march,  and 
formed  an  ambufcade  in  fome  fields  of  maize ;  but 
being  difcovered  by  Cortes,  when  at  a  confiderable 
diftance,  they  were  foon  thrown  into  confufion  ;  and 
being  deferted  by  their  Mexican  allies,  were  totally 
routed,  with  the  lofs  of  almoft  their  whole  army. 
They  therefore  the  fame  night  fent  deputies  to  im- 
plore the  mercy  of  the  conqueror. 

The  next  day  Cortes  marched  with  his  army  into 
the  city,  where  the  inhabitants  threw  themfelves  at 
his  feet.  But  upon  his  ordering  his  interpreters  to 
proclaim  king  Charles,  and  a  general  pardon  in  the 
name  of  that  prince,  their  apprehenfions  were  con- 
verted into  joy ;  and  they  entreated  Cortes  to  take 
their  city  into  his  protection,  that  they  might  never 
more  be  influenced  by  the  Mexicans  to  renounce 
their  treaty  with  the  Spaniards.  Cortes  inftantly 
took  advantage  of  this  requeft,  fortified  the  city 
with  palifadoes  and  a  trench  ;  and  built  a  kind  of 
citadel  to  keep  them  in  obedience,  and  fecure  the 
pafTage  to  Vera  Cruz.  But  before  this  work  was  be- 
gun,  he  fent  all  the  prifoners  who  had  been  taken 
in  the  battle,  to  Tlafcala  •,  where,  by  his  direction, 
they  were  publickly  fold  for  flaves. 

Quilavaca,  emperor  of  Mexico,  dying  about  this 
time,  the  electors  conferred  the  imperial  dignity  upon 
Quatin:ozin,  fon-in-law  toMotezuma,  a  young  prince 
Of  great  fagacity  j  who  immediately  encouraged  the 
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foldiers  with  rewards  and  confiderable  privileges  % 
treated  his  nobles  with  affability,  and  exempted  his 
fubjects  from  all  tribute  during  the  continuance  of 
the  war. 

Cortes  received  an  account  of  thefe  tranfactiofis 
from  fome  deputies  from  the  cacique  of  Guacachula,  a 
populous  and  warlike  city,  fituated  in  the  road  to 
Mexico,  who  came  to  complain  of  the  tyranny  of 
the  Mexicans,  and  to  implore  the  affiftance  of  the 
Spaniards  againli  them,  As  Cortes  made  no  doubt 
of  this  cacique's  fincerity^  and  thought  it  highly  ne- 
ceflary  to  expel  the  enemy  from  fueh  an  important 
place,  he  immediately  formed  a  body  of  30,000 
Tlafcalans*  with  300  Spaniards,  and  13  horfe,  and 
the  next  morning  fent  this  army  with  the  envoys  of 
Guacachula,  under  the  command  of  Chriftoval  de 
Olid,  who  was  directed  to  repulfe  the  enemy,  and 
take  pofTeffion  of  the  town.  They  were  joined  on 
their  march  by  fome  bodies  of  confederate  Indians* 
who  had  been  ill  ufed  by  the  Mexicans :  and  Cortes 
hot  long  after  arriving  at  the  camp,  proceeded  with 
his  new  allies  directly  towards  Guacachula,  The 
Mexicans  being  informed  of  his  motions,  advanced 
between  him  and  the  city,  and  began  the  battle  with 
great  fury *  when  the  cacique  of  Guacachula,  tak- 
ing advantage  of  this  opportunity,  fell  fuddenly 
r,cc|  upon  the  rear  of  the  Mexicans,  who  in  a  little  more 
than  half  an  hour  were  entirely  defeated.  The  Spa- 
niards then  entered  the  city,  where  they  took  up 
fheir  quarters,  while  the  Tlafcalans  and  the  other 
confederates,  whofe  number  was  continually  encreal- 
ing,  ftaid  without  the  wall  j  and  many  other  caciques 
joining  them,  Cortes's  army,  foon  after  the  battle* 
amounted  to  120,000  men. 

Cortes  now  refolved  to  reduce  Yzucan,  a  town 
naturally  of  great  ftrength  •,  fortified  with  walls  and 
ravelins,  defended  in  front  by  a  river,  and  garrifoned 
with  10,000  Mexicans,  who  had  broke  down  the 
bridge  in  order  to  difpute  the  paffage.     Notwith- 
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(landing  thefe  difcouraging  circumftances,  the  trocfps 
gained  the  oppofite  bank,  and  drove  the  enemy  into 
the  city  •,  which  they  made  a  fhew  of  defending  :  but 
the  Spaniards  had  fcarcely  received  orders  for  the  at- 
tack, when  the  city  was  forfaken  by  the  garrifon  and 
inhabitants.  Some  of  the  fugitives  being  brought 
back,  were  inftantly  difcharged,  with  the  offer  of  a 
pardon  and  good  treatment  to  all  who  fhould  return 
to  their  houfes  ;  and  this  had  fuch  an  effect,  that  the 
town  was  almoft  filled  the  fame  day.  The  fpoil  ob- 
tained in  both  thefe  actions,  Cortes  diftributed  among 
his  new  allies,  and  then  returned  with  the  Tlafcalans 
to  Tepeaca,  where  the  fort  and  fettlement  was  now 
compleated  ;  to  which  he  gave  the  name  of  Segura 
de  la  Frontera. 

A  fliip  arrived  about  this  time  at  St.  Juan  deUlua, 
with  thirteen  Spanifh  foldiers,  fome  provifions  and 
ammunition,  and  two  horfes,  fent  by  Diego  de  Ve- 
lafquez  to  Narvaez  *,  under  the  command  of  Pedro 
de  Barba.  He  landed  without  diftruft,  and  was  con- 
ducted to  Vera  Cruz,  where  he  readily  embraced 
Cortes's  interefl,  and  received  the  command  of  a 
company  of  crofs-bows. 

Eight  days  after  a  fecond  (hip  arrived  with  eight 
foldiers  more,  with  arms  and  ammunition-,  the  officer 
who  commanded  this  veilel,  and  his  man  alio  entered 
into  the  fervice  of  Cortes. 

As  the  general  was  refolved  to  make  a  new  attempt 
to  conquer  Mexico,  he  formed  the  fcheme  of  build- 
ing 12  or  13  brigantines  that  fhould  be  able  to  refifl 
the  Indian  canoes,  in  order  to  efcape  the  danger  of 
paffing  the  cauieways :  and  thefe  he  propofed  to  carry 
in  pieces  on  the  moulders  of  the  Indian  carriers,  over 
the  mountains  of  Tlafcala,  to  a  river  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  lake.  This  fingular  project  he  com- 
municated to  Martin  Lopez,  who  not  only  approved 
of  -the  defign,  but  undertook  to  execute  it  with  the 
utmoft  facility  •,  and  was  therefore  immediately  fent 
to  Tlafcala,  with  all  the  Spaniih  carpenters,  and  a 
number  of  Indiana  to  cut  woqd.     He  at  the  fame 
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time  employed  many  hands  in  extracting  pitch  from 
trees  that  grew  upon  the  mountains,  and  lent  others 
to  the  volcano  before-mentioned,  from  whence  they 
brought  a  large  quantity  of  fulphur,  which  was  made 
into  gun-powder.  Thefe  previous  Heps  being  taken* 
Cortes  fet  out  for  Tlafcala; 

It  has  been  already  obfef ved*  that  Franeifco  d& 
Garay,  governor  of  Jamaica,  had  fent  to  order  Cortes 
hot  to  make  any  fettle ment  on  this  coaft.  But  not- 
withftanding  thediiappointmenthe  met  with  in  having 
his  menengers  feized,  he  now  refumed  the  enterprize* 
and  fent  three  fhips ;  but  his  foldiers  had  no  fooner 
landed,  than  they  were  attacked  with  fuch  fury,  by 
the  Indians,  that  they  were  obliged  to  return  to  their 
vefTels  in  great  difofder.  His  fhips  were  afterwards 
feparated  for  fome  days,  when  each  of  them  feverally 
formed  the  fame  defign,  and  without  knowing  the 
fentiments  of  each  other,  arrived  almoft  at  the  fame 
inftant  on  the  coaft  of  Vera  Cruz,  in  order  to  ferve 
under  Cortes.  1? he  firft  fhip  that  made  land  had 
fixty  Spanifh  foldiers  on  board,  and  was  commanded 
by  Captain  Camargo  ;  the  fecond  brought  fifty  men* 
and  feven  horfes,  under  the  command  of  a  brave  and 
experienced  officer,  named  Miguel  Diaz  de  Cruz  $ 
and  the  third  brought  above  forty  foldiers,  ten  horfes* 
arid  great  plenty  of  arms  and  provifions^  and  was  com- 
manded by  Captain  Ramirez^ 

Thefe  people  took  the  road  to  Tlafcala,  and  were 
received  with  joy  by  the  general  and  his  people  :  but 
notwithstanding  this  acquifitiori  of  ftrength,  the 
foldiers  brought  by  Narvaez,  were  ftill  importunate 
for  leave  to  return  to  the  ifland  of  Cuba  •,  and  re- 
minded Cortes  of  the  promife  he  had  made  before 
they  fet  out  on  the  expedition  to  Tepeaca,  He  was 
now  the  rriore  inclined  to  grant  their  requeft,  for  his 
having  received  this  reinforcement  of  men,  whom  he 
imagined  would  be  more  obedient  to  his  command. 

Cortes  having  directed  Alverado  to  fee  thefe  men 
embark,  fent  orders  to  the  confederates  to  get  ready 
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to  march  on  the  firfb  notice,  and  in  the  mean  time  re- 
folved  to  equip  a  verTel,  and  fend  other  agents  to 
Spain,  in  order  to  forward  the  negotiations  of  Porto- 
carrero,  and  Montejo,  and  to  defire  them  to  fend  him 
an  account  of  his  intereft  at  court,  about  which  he  was 
very  anxious. 

Cortes  intrufted  thefe  difpatches  to  the  care  of 
Diego  de  Ordaz,  and  Alonzo  de  Mendoza,  who  a  few 
days  after  embarked  for  Spain,  after  their  having  re- 
ceived private  inftrudtions  to  conceal  their  com- 
mifHon,  till  they  mould  find  Cortes's  father  and  the 
two  agents,  with  whom  they  were  to  act  in  concert. 
To  give  the  greater  weight  to  their  joint  follicita- 
tions,  they  carried  a  lecond  prefent  for  his  Majefty, 
which  confifted  of  gold  and  fome  curiofities.  He  at 
the  fame  time  difpatched  Alonzo  Davila,.  and  Fran- 
cifco  Alvarez  Chico,  with  letters  to  the  regulars  of  St. 
Jerome,  who  prefided  in  the  royai  audience  of  St. 
Domingo,  and  had  jurifdiclion  over  all  the  iflands, 
and  new  difcoveries  on  the  main  land ;  intreating  their 
fpeedy  affiftance  in  promoting  his  fuccefs,  and  the 
interpofition  of  their  authority  in  putting  a  flop  to  the, 
proceedings  of  Velafquez  and  Garay ;  and  thefe  fa- 
thers foonfent  him  a  favourable  anfwer. 

After  a  profperous  voyage,  Ordaz  and  Mendoza 
arrived  at  Seville,  where  they  found  the  commiflioners 
of  trade  had  exprefs  orders  from  the  bifhop  of  Burgos, 
to  imprifon  any  one  fent  from  New  Spain,  and  to 
feize  the  gold  and  other  merchandife  brought  from 
thence.  Leaving  the  prefent  therefore  in  the  hands 
of  thofe  judges,  they  thought  themfelves  happy  in 
efcaping  with  their  letters  and  difpatches,.  and  went 
in  fearch  of  Martin  Cortes,  and  the  two  agents,  who 
had  been  before  fent  from  Mexico.  Thefe  perfons 
they  found  at  Medellin,  and  being  afterward  en- 
couraged by  Adrianp  the  cardinal-regent,  to  whomr 
they  fhewed  Cortes's  letters,  entered  a  profecution 
againft  the  bifhop  of  Burgos  in  his  own  court,  and 
obtained  a  verdid  in  their  favour,     This  fentence 
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being  laid  before  the  emperor,  who  at  this  time  was 
juft  returned  from  Germany,  it  was  approved  by  his 
majefty,  and  Hernando  Cortes  was  declared  a  faith- 
ful fubjeel:  •,  perpetual  filence  was  ordered  to  be  im- 
pofed  on  Velafquez,  with  refpect  to  any  pretentions 
to  the  conqueft  of  New  Spain,  and  he  was  only  al- 
lowed to  fue  for  the  money  he  had  expended  in  fit- 
ting out  Cortes's  fleet.  Several  marks  of  the  royal 
favour  were  bellowed  on  Martin  Cortes,  on  account 
of  his  fon's  merit :  fome  regulars  were  named  for  the 
converfion  of  the  Indians,  and  a  fleet  was  ordered  to 
be  fpeedily  fitted  out,  with  a  fupply  of  men,  ammu- 
nition and  horfes. 

Cortes  in  the  mean  time  received  another  unex- 
pected fupply  of  thirteen  Spanifh  foldiers,  who  came 
m  order  to  feek  their  fortunes,  in  a  veffel  that  arrived 
at  Vera  Cruz.  He  therefore  refolved  to  begin  his 
march,  and  as  the  troops  of  his  allies  were  already 
afTembled,  he  did  not  choofe  to  wait  till  the  brigan- 
xines  were  finifhed. 

This  refolution  being  taken,  Cortes  reviewed  the 
Spaniards,  who  amounted  to  540  foldiers,  with  40 
horfe,  and  nine  pieces  of  artillery,  that  were  brought 
on  more  from  the  (hips.  This  review  was  made  with 
great  orientation,  in  order  to  raife  the  admiration  of 
the  Indians,  an  innumerable  concourfe  of  whom  were 
afTembled  to  fee  the  fpectacle.  Xicotencal,  at  the 
head  of  10,000  Tlafcalans,  complimented  Cortes,  by 
appearing  in  his  gayefl  accoutrements,  and  performed 
the  Indian  exercife  with  equal  pomp  and  agility.  All 
his  captains  being  adorned  with  variegated  feathers, 
and  jewels  hanging  at  their  ears  and  lips,  they  carried 
their  two-handed  fwords  under  the  left  arm,  with  the 
point  upwards,  and  each  was  attended  by  a  page  who 
bore  his  fhield,  on  which  was  reprefented  in  figures 
his  own  warlike  achievements. 

Cortes  being  fenfible  of  the  difficulty  of  governing 
an  army  cqmpofed  of  many  different  nations,  without 
ftridt  djfcipline  -,  formed  leveral  articles  of  war  to  be 
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ohferyed  on  pain  of  death,  and  other  penalties  :  which 
orders  being  interpreted  to  the  commanders  of  the 
Indian  troops,  they  behaved  with  the  ut moil  regula- 
rity and  circumfpection. 

The  general  having  fettled  thefe  wife  regulations, 
and  every  thing  being  ready  for  the  march,  he  caufed 
the  Spaniards  to  be  drawn  up,  and  then  made  a. 
fpeech,  in  which  he  exhorted  them  to  behave  with 
complacency  to  the  poor  Indians,  who  had  fo  warmly 
efpoufed  their  intereft ;  and  declared  his  intention  to 
punifh  offenders  with  all  the  rigour  of  military  dif- 
cipline  -,  reminded  them  of  the  honour  they  had  al- 
ready acquired  ;  reprefented  the  harveft  of  glory  that 
lay  before  them,  and  prctefted  that  he  would  upon  all 
occafions  reward  fuperior  merit  to  the  utmoft  of  his 
ability  and  judgment. 

After  this  fpeech,  which  was  anfwered  with  loud 
acclamations,  he,  on  the  feaft  of  Innocents,  in  the 
year  1520,  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  the  army, 
which  confifted  of  60,000  men,  and  proceeded  with 
all  poflible  precaution  into  the  enemies  country. 
Here  being  informed  that  the  Mexicans  were  aft 
fembled  on  the  other  fide  of  a  mountain,  in  the  roa4 
to  Tezeuco,  he  halted  all  night  in  the  open  fields, 
rnaking  large  fires  on  account  of  the  weather.  Early 
in  the  morning  they  began  to  afcend  the  mountain, 
which  was  overgrown  with  wood  ;  but  having  pro- 
ceeded about  a  league,  they  found  the  way  blocked 
up  with  trees,  and  fharp  ftakesy  fixed  in  the  fand,  in 
prder  to  wound  the  horfes.  However,  thefe  impe-? 
diments  were  foon  removed  by  a  detachment  of  2000 
Tlafcalans,  and  fmall  parties  were  detached  to  guard 
again  ft  ambufcades.  Having  marched  two  leagues, 
farther,  they  arrived  at  the  iummit  of  the  mountain, 
from  which  they  had  a  view  of  the  great  lake  of 
Mexico,  and  faw  fires  fucceffively  kindled  in  the 
diftant  towns,  as  fignals  of  their  approach.  Conti- 
nuing their  march  they  got  clear  of  the  woods,  an4 
defcried  the  enemy's  army  at  a  great  diftance,     It 
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filled  a  large  plain,  through  which  ran  a  river  col- 
lected from  the  neighbouring  hills,  and  over  it  was 
laid  a  fmall  wooden  bridge,  which  was  left  as  a  de- 
coy to  the  Spaniards,  whom  they  intended  to  attack 
before  they  could  form  on  the  other  fide-;  but  as 
Cortes  advanced,  their  courage  failed  them,  and  they 
gradually  retired  from  the  pafs,  till  part  of  the  Spa- 
niards had  crofied  the  bridge,  when  20  horfe,  and  a 
body  of  Tlafcalans  being  detached  to  keep  them  in 
play,  they  fled  with  great  precipitation,  and  took 
fhelter  among  the  rocks  and  mountains,  whither 
Cortes  did  not  think  fit  to  purfue  them. 

On  his  approach  to  Tezeuco,  he  was  met  by  fome 
iambafTadors  from  Cacumazin,  the  cacique  of  that 
place,  requefling  admiffion  into,  the  number  of  his 
allies,  with  many  offers  of  fervice.  Though  from 
fome  circumftances  thefe  profeffions  were  fufpected, 
yet  Cortes  thought  it  prudent  to  affent  to  his  pro- 
pofals.  When  he  arrived  at  the  town,  he  found  the 
gates  open,  and  the  cacique,  with  moft  of  the  inha- 
bitants, fled :  for  by  his  ambaffadors  learning  the 
ilrength  Cortes  had  with  him,  he  was  afraid  of  exe- 
cuting a  fcheme  he  had  concerted  of  deftroying  him 
in  the  night  while  he  ftaid  with  him.  Cortes  was 
however  waited  on  by  the  nobles,  and  a  genteel 
youth,  fon  of  the  cacique's  elder  brother,  whom  he 
had  murdered  to  ufurp  his  pofTeffions.  Him  Cortes 
inverted  with  the  fovereignty,  to  the  general  joy  of 
the  people,  who  returned  and  made  an  alliance  with 
the  Spaniards,  declaring  the  Mexicans  enemies. 

To  facilitate  his  enterprize  upon  Mexico,  and  to 
employ  his  Indian  allies,  Cortes  now  refolved  to  ad- 
vance with  part  of  his  forces  to  the  city  of  Iztapalapa, 
fituated  fix  leagues  nearer  Mexico,  on  the  fide  of  the 
caufeway.  He  fet  out  on  this  expedition,  with  300 
Spaniards,  and  10,000  Tlafcalans,  leaving  the  mi- 
litary government  of  Tezeuco  to  Gonzalo  de  San- 
doval. But  they  no  foo'ner  came  within  fight  of  Izta- 
palapa, than  they  were  oppofed  by  a  body  of  8000 
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Mexicans,  who  fought  with  great  bravery,  and  then 
retired  into  the  city,  where,  without  ftaying  to  defend 
the  entrance,  or  fhut  up  the  gates,  they  threw  them- 
felves  into  the  lake,  and  fudderily  difappeared. 

Cortes,  finding  that  the  gates  were  left  open,  en- 
tered the  city,  the  higher  part  of  which  was  entirely 
abandoned,  and  propofed  to  take  up  his  quarters  there 
for  the  night ;  but  it  no  fooner  began  to  grow  dark, 
than  the  Spaniards  perceived  the  canals  overflow,  and 
the  water  of  the  lake  rufhing  with  great  impetuofity 
from  a  number  of  flukes,  which  obliged  them  to  quit 
the  place  in  the  greateft  hurry  to  prevent  the  whole 
army  being  drowned. 

Gortes  was  extremely  mortified  at  the  fuccefs  of 
this  ftratagem,  and  fpent  the  night  on  a  little  rifing 
ground,  where  the  troops  fuffered  by  the  wetnefs  of 
their  cloaths  and  the  coldnefs  of  the  weather,  and  at 
day-break  retreated  towards  Tezeuco,  making  his 
men  march  as  fail  as  pofiible,  to  keep  them  warm. 
But  they  had  not  advanced  far,  when  feeing  themr 
felves  purfued  by  a  yait  multitude  of  the  enemy,  they 
were  obliged  to  face  about  in  order  to  fuftain  their 
attack,  which  was  very  violent :  the  Mexicans,  how- 
ever, being  foon  repulfed  with  confiderable  lofs,  the 
army  refumed  their  march. 

While  Cortes  continued  at  Tezeuco,  many  of  the 
neighbouring  caciques  came  to  enter  into  an  alliance 
with  him  againft  the  emperor  of  Mexico  ;  and  among 
others,  deputies  arrived  in  great  hade  from  the  pro- 
vinces of  Chalco  and  Otumba,  to  folicit  affiftance 
againft  an  army  of  Mexicans,  that  appeared  upon 
the  frontiers,  in  order  to  punifh  them  for  having  en- 
tered into  an  alliance  with  the  Spaniards.  Cortes  re- 
volving to  grant  them  immediate  affiftance,  detached 
Gonzalo  de  Sandoval,  and  Francifco  de  Lugo,  with 
200  Spaniards,  15  horfe,  and  a  body  of  Tlafcalans, 
Thefe  were  attacked  in  their  march  by  a  body  of 
Mexicans,  who  lay  in  ambufcade  ;  but  they  were 
defeated  with  much  daughter.     Eight  of  the  moft 
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considerable  perfons  in  the  army  were  taken  prifoners, 
after  which  the  Spaniards  paffed  the  night  in  the  city 
of  Chalco,  where  they  were  entertained  with  great 
hofpitality  :  and  as  the  Chalquefe  had  long  been  af 
enmity  with  the  Tlafcalans,  the  Spanifh  captains 
feized  this  opportunity  of  propofing  a  peace  between 
the  two  nations,  which  was  afterward  confirmed  by 
the  fenate  of  Tlafcala. 

Sandoval  and  Lugo,  having  thus  happily  termi- 
nated this  expedition,  returned  to  Tezeuco,  when 
Cortes  ordered  the  eight  Mexican  prifoners  to  be 
brought  before  him,  and  received  them  in  the  midft 
of  his  captains  with  a  look  of  great  feverity.  He 
told  them  that  he  would  grant  them  both  life  and 
liberty,  if  they  would  promife  him  to  inform  their 
prince,  that  he  was  coming  to  demand  fatisfaction 
for  their  perfidioufly  attacking  him  in  his  retreat  from 
Mexico,  in  direct  oppofnion  to  the  treaty  which  they 
themlelves  had  propofed  and  confirmed  ;  but  prin- 
cipally to  revenge  Motezuma's  death.  He  added,  that 
his  army  being  now  augmented,  he  would  in  a  fhort 
time  feek  the  emperOr  in  the  midft  of  his  court,  and 
Jay  the  city  of  Mexico  in  allies,  unlefs  he  would  fue 
for  a  peace,  which  mould  be  granted  on  reafonable 
terms.  He  then  ordered  the  prifoners  to  be  un- 
chained, and  to  have  a  boat  to  carry  them  to  Mexico 
by  water  •,  at  which  they  threw  themfelves  at  his  feet> 
and  promifed  not  only  to  make  the  emperor  ac- 
quainted with  what  he  faid ;  but  to  ufe  their  utmoft 
endeavours  to  procure  an  accommodation. 

Martin  Lopez  about  this  time  fent  word  to  Cortes 
that  the  brigantines  were  finifhed,  and  that  he  would 
fpeedily  fet  forward  with  them,  the  republic  of  Tlaf- 
cala having  provided  10,000  carriers,  and  2000  to 
relieve  thofe  who  mould  be  tired,  befides  thofe  ap- 
pointed to  carry  the  provifions  and  ammunition  :  but 
that  he  thought  it  advifable  to  flay  in  the  laft  town 
of  the  Tlafcalans  for  a  convoy  of  Spaniards, 
fince  it  would  not  be  fafe  to  pafs  through  the  Mexi- 
can 
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can  territories  with  no  other  force  than  the  Indian 
allies. 

This  news  filled  the  army  with  joy,  and  Cortes  im- 
mediately gave  orders  to  Sandoval  to  march  with  200 
Spaniards,  15  horfe,  and  fome  companies 'of  Tlaf- 
calans  towards  the  territories  of  the  republic,  in  order 
to  conduct  Lopez  with  his  materials  to  Tezeuco. 
This  officer  accordingly  fet  out,  but  halted  at  Zale- 
peque,  a  fmall  town  that  refufed  to  fubmit,  and  was 
the  very  place  where  the  Spaniards  were  murdered  in 
their  way  from  Vera  Cruz  to  Mexico,  for  which  reafon 
he  had  orders  to  chaftife  and  reduce  the  inhabitants ; 
but  they  no  fooner  perceived  the  detachment  than 
they  fled  to  the  mountains  :  when  Sandoval  entering 
the  town,  found  written  with  charcoal  upon  a  wall, 
In  this  houfe  the  unhappy  Juan  Juftina  was.  taken,  with 
many  others  of  his  companions:  and  afterward  they 
found  in  one  of  the  temples  the  dried  heads  of  the 
Spaniards. 

This  dreadful  fight  filled  the  Spaniards  with  rage, 
and  Sandoval  refolved  to  punifh  the  inhabitants  with 
the  utmoft  rigour.  At  this  inftant  feveral  companies 
that  had  been  detached  in  purfuit  of  the  fugitives, 
returned  with  a  great  number  of  men,  women,  and 
children,  after  having  killed  upon  the  mountains  all 
who  refufed  to  furrender.  Thefe  poor  creatures,  half 
dead  with  fear,  implored  the  mercy  of  the  Spaniards 
by  their  tears  and  outcries,  and  foGn  moved  them  to 
companion.  Sandoval  privately  defired  the  officers 
to  intercede  in  their  behalf,  that  they  might  fet  the 
greater  value  upon  their  pardon,  which  he  at  length 
granted;  and  received  the  fubmiflion  of  the  cacique 
and  principal  citizens,  who  afterward  ftrictly  adhered 
to  the  Spaniards. 

The  remains  of  the  murdered  Spaniards  being  de- 
cently interred,  Sandoval  continued  his  march  to  the 
frontiers  of  Tlafcala,  where  Martin  Lopez  received 
him  with  joy.  He  had  with  him  a  young  officer 
called  Chichemecal,  who  commanded  the  Tlafcalan 
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reinforcement,  and  had  been  with  difficulty  perfuaded 
to  wait  for  the  Spanifh  detachment,  he  being  ex- 
tremely defirous  of  diftinguifhing  himfelf  againft  th$ 
JVJexicans.  On  their  approaching  Tezeuco,  they 
were  met  by  Cortes  and  the  cacique  of  that  city,  anc} 
made  their  entrance  into  it,  amidft  the  acclamations 
of  the  whole  army,  after  which  all  the  materials  were 
feparately  ftored  in  a  large  workhoufe  prepared  for 
that  purpofe  near  the  canals, 

Cortes,  being  informed  that  the  vefTels  could  not 
be  rmiihed  in  lefs  than  20  days,  refolved  to  engage 
in  fome  enterprize,  and  therefore  leaving  the  govern- 
ment of  Tezeuco  to  Sandoval,  put  himfelf  at  the  head 
of  a  detachment  of  250  Spanifh  infantry,  20  horfe, 
and  a  numerous  body  of  the  nobles  of  Tezeuco ; 
15,000  Tlafcalans,  under  the  command  of  Chiche- 
mecal,  and  about  5000  commanded  by  Xicotencal ; 
with  which  force  he  fcoured  the  country  between  Te- 
zeuco and  Tacuba,  the  laft  town  on  the  lake  between 
that  place  and  Mexico. 

Cortes  being  fenfible  of  the  difficulty  of  reducing 
Tacuba,  returned  to  Tezeuco,  where  he  had  the  fa- 
tisfa&ion  of  learning  that  a  veffel  was  arrived  at  Vera 
Cruz,  laden  with  a  great  quantity  of  arms,  and  am- 
munition ;  with  a  perfon  on  board  named  Julian  de 
Ajderete,  who  came  in  the  character  of  the  king's 
treafurer,  and  fome  Spanifh  foldiers  of  distinction,  who 
inftantly  marched  to  Tlafcala,  where  they  obtained  an 
efcort  which  conducted  them  to  Tezeuco. 

The  caciques  of  Chalco  and  Thumanalco  fending 
meflengers  to  Cortes  to  defire  his  affiftance,  againft  a 
powerful  army  of  Mexicans,  he  ordered  Sandoval  to 
march  with  a  body  of  forces  to  their  relief  5  who 
overcame  them  in  three  different  engagements.  How- 
ever, the  emperor  ordered  a  new  army  to  march,  over 
whom  the  Chalquefes,  after  a  defperate  action,  ob- 
tained a  compleat  victory. 

Cortes  now  refolved  to  penetrate  in  perfon  as  far  as 
Suchimilco^  a  town  upon  the  lake^  with  a  broad  caufe- 
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way,  which  joined  thofe  that  led  to  Mexico,  and  this 
was  a  feafonable  relief  to  the  Chalquefes,  who  had 
difcovered  a  new  army  of  Mexicans  on  that  fide.  The 
confederate  caciques  were  already  afTembled  in  the 
city  of  Chalco,  when  Cortes  unexpectedly  arrived, 
and  filled  the  city  with  joy  and  gratitude.  That  ge- 
neral being  then  told  by  the  Indian  fcouts  that  the 
Mexicans  had  taken  pofTeftion  of  fome  almoft  inaccef- 
fible  mountains  on  the  road  to  Suchimilco,  marched 
directly  to  a  town  which  he  found  deferted  by  its  in- 
habitants, and  in  which  he  fpent  the  night.  He  was 
much  haraffed  by  the  enemy,  and  had  feveral  fkir- 
mifhes  with  them  by  the  way  :  but  when  he  drew 
near  the  city,  being  joined  by  feveral  bodies  of  the 
allies,  he  advanced  toward  the  Mexicans  who  had 
halted  without  the  walls,  and  fell  upon  them  with 
fuch  refolution  as  they  were  entering  the  gates,  that 
he  entered  with  the  fugitives,  and  ordering  fome 
companies  to  force  the  barricadoes  in  the  flreets  on  the 
right  and  left;  he  advanced  to  the  principal  avenues, 
where  the  enemy  had  their  greater!:  force.  This  he 
with  fome  difficulty  furmounted,  and  rufhed  forward 
into  a  multitude  of  the  enemy,  but  inftantly  finding 
himfelf  furrounded,  and  his  retreat  cut  off,  he  fup- 
ported  himfelf  for  fome  time  •,  till  his  horfe  falling, 
he  was  in  extreme  danger,  and  nothing  faved  him, 
but  the  great  defire  of  the  Mexicans  to  feize  him  alive 
for  a  prefent  to  the  emperor^  but  before  they  could 
carry  him  off,  Chriftoval  de  Olea,  a  common  foldier 
of  diffinguimed  bravery,  feeing  his  diftrefs,  and  call- 
ing to  fome  Tlafcalans,  who  were  fighting  near  him, 
put  himfelf  at  their  head,  and  forced  his  way  to  the 
place  with  fuch  refolution,  that  he  killed  the  Mexicans 
who  had  feized  Cortes,  and  he  having  thus  recovered 
his  liberty,  with  only  two  flight  wounds,  pufhed  the 
enemy  fo  rigoroufly,  that  they  fled  to  that  part 
of  the  city  which  was  built  in  the  water,  and  left 
the  Spaniards  mailers  of  all  the  ftreets  upon  the  firm 
land. 

The 
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.  The  troops  without  the  gates  were  in  the  mean 
while  warmly  attacked  by  a  body  of  10,000  Mexi- 
cans, who  fought  for  foine  time  with  great  obftinacy, 
but  were  at  length  glad  to  return  with  confiderable 
lofs. 

This  fuccefs  made  Cortes  matter  of  all  the  ftreets 
and  buildings  on  the  firm  land;  and  having  placed 
fufficient  guards  by  the  water  fide,  he  ordered  an 
officer  and  20  or  30  foldiers  to  keep  watch  on  the  top 
of  the  principal  temple.  Near  the  clofe  of  the  evening 
they  difcovered  about  2000  armed  canoes  advancing 
with  great  fpeed  from  Mexico,  upon  which  the  guards 
at  the  landing  places  were  immediately  doubled  ;  and 
in  the  morning  about  15,000  of  the  enemy  landed  at 
a  confiderable  diftance  from  the  city.  Cortes  im- 
mediately marched  out  and  charged  them  with  fuch 
impetuofity,  that  they  were  routed  at  the  firft  attack, 
and  the  whole  action  appeared  rather  a  chace  than  a 
victory. 

Cortes  having  continued  four  days  at  Suchimilco, 
retired  in  good  order,  with  the  fatisfaction  of  having 
accomplished  the  end  of  his  expedition,  by  taking  a 
view  of  that  city,  and  weakening  the  force  of  the 
enemy  :  he  was,  however,  inwardly  diiTatisfied  at  his 
having  loft  nine  or  ten  Spaniards  in  this  expedition* 
For  befides  thofe  who  were  killed  in  attempting  to 
fcale  the.  mountains,  three  or  four  were  taken  alive, 
while  they  were  pillaging  one  of  the  houfes  at  Suchi- 
milco  \  and  two  of  his  fervants  fell  into  an  ambufcade, 
by  imprudently  feparating  from  the  army. 

Cortes  had  not  been  long  returned  to  Tezeuco, 
when  one  of  his  veteran  foldiers  requefted  a  private 
audience  of  him,  with  many  indications  of  having 
fomething  of  great  moment  to  communicate  ;  which 
being  granted,  he  gave  him  all  the  particulars  of  a 
confpiracy  that  had  been  formed  in  his  abfence.  The 
chief  contriver  of  this  treacherous  defign  was  a  private 
foldier  named  Antonio  de  Villafana,  who  difliking  the 
enterprize  againft  Mexico,  blamed  the  general  for 
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his  purfuit  of  that  conqueft,  accufmg  him  of  obftinacy' 
and  rafhnefs.  Finding  that  his  fellow  foldiers  liftened 
to  his  infinuations,  he  expreffed  a  defire  of  relinquifh- 
ing  the  enterprise,  and  returning  to  Cuba  •,  but  as  it 
was  impoffible  to  do  this  without  Cortes's  confent,  he, 
after  having  fufficiently  founded  his  confederate's,  pro- 
pofed  to  them  a  fcheme  for  arlaffinating  the  general 
and  all  his  principal  officers,  except  Frahcifco  Ver- 
dugo,  who  had  married  the  filler  of  Diego  Velafquez, 
and  upon  him  they  propofed  to  confer  the  chief  com- 
mand, which  would  give  a  kind  of  fanction  to  the 
mutiny,  and  be  highly  agreeable  to  the  governor  of 
Cuba  :  but  as  they  knew  Verdugo  to  be  a  man  of 
honour,  they  durlt  not  acquaint  him  with  their  de- 
fign. 

The  general  having  received  this  intelligence,  went 
immediately  with  two  alcaldes  and  fome  of  his  cap- 
tains to  Villafana's  quarters,  where  he  found  him  with? 
three  or  four  of  his  accomplices,  and  having  put  him 
in  irons,  and  ordered  every  body  to  retire,  while  he 
examined  him  in  private  5  he  took  out  of  the  wretch's 
bofom  a  paper  figned  by  all  the  confpirators,  in  which 
he  found  fome  names  that  greatly  increafed  his  con- 
cern. But  concealing  the  paper  from  his  friends,  he 
ordered  the  foldiers  who  were  found  with  Viilafana  ttf 
be  put  into  another  prifon,  and  then  withdrew,  di- 
recting the  officers  of  jufiice  to  proceed  in  his  trial 
with  all  poiTible  difpatch,  without  taking  notice  of 
any  of  his  accomplices :  and  Viilafana  being  con- 
demned to  die,  was  the  next  morning  ken  hanging 
at  the  window  of  his  own  lodging,  fo  that  his  guilt 
and  punifhment  were  made  public  at  the  fame  time. 
Cortes  pretended  that  Viilafana  had  1  wallowed  a  paper 
which  he  believed  contained  the  names  of  the  confpi- 
rators ;  and  then  alfembling  his  captains  and  foldiers,- 
gave  them  a  fummary  account  of  the  defign  againft 
his  life,  and  the  lives  of  many  prelent  •,  faid,  that  he 
thought  himfelf  happy  in  not  knowing  Villafana's 
accomplices^  and  entjeated  hrs  friends  to  inquire  whe- 
7  ther 
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ther  the  Spaniards  had  any  complaint  to  make  againft: 
his  proceedings ;  becaufe  he  was  above  all  things  de-* 
firous  of  giving  entire  fatisfa&ion  to  his  foldiers,  and 
was  ready  to  correct  his  own  faults.  At  the  fame 
time  he  ordered  the  foldiers,  who  had  been  taken  with. 
Villafana,  to  be  kt  at  liberty,  and  behaved  to  the  reft 
of  the  confpirators  as  ufual,  fo  that  thinking  him  ig- 
norant of  their  crime*  they  afterwards  ferved  him  with 
extraordinary  circumspection,  in  order  to  avert  any 
fofpicion  of  their  fidelity.  He  however  feized  this 
opportunity  of  having  twelve  men,  commanded  by  an 
officer,  to  guard  his  perfon. 

Cortes  was  a  few  days  after  perplexed  with  another 
affair  that  gave  him  no  fmall  disturbance.  Xicotencal 
having  conceived  fome  difguft  at  Cortes,  refolved  to 
leave  the  army ;  and  having  aiTembled  fome  com- 
panies of  Tlafcalans  who  were  attached  to  his  intereft, 
retired  in  the  night  -,  of  which  Cortes  being  informed, 
fent  after  him  fome  noble  Indians  of  Tezeuco,  to  per- 
fuade  him  to  return  ;  but  Xicotencal's  anfwer  fo  pro- 
voked the  general,  that  he  difpatched  three  companies 
of  Spaniards,  with  an  additional  force  of  Indians,  with 
orders  to  take  him  prifoner,  or  to  kill  him  in  cafe  of 
refiftance.  As  he  defended  himfelf  to  the  laft,  it  was 
impracticable  to  take  him  alive  ->  and  he  no  fooner 
fell,  than  his  foldiers,  who  fought  with  reluctance, 
readily  fubmitted  and  returned  to  Tezeuco,  leaving 
their  general  hanging  on  a  tree. 

The  brigantines  being  now  ready,  Cortes  ordered 
them  to  be  launched  and  rigged,  and  then  reviewed 
the  Spaniards,  who  amounted  to  900  men,  near  200 
of  whom  ufed  fire-arms  and  crofs-bows,  the  reft  were 
armed  with  fwords,  bucklers,  and  lances :  he  had 
alfo  86  horfe,  and  18  pieces  of  cannon,  with  a  large 
quantity  of  ammunition.  He  then  ordered,  on 
board  each  veflfel,  20  Spaniards  under  the  command 
of  a  captain,  with  twelva  rowers  and  one  piece  of 
artillery, 
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Cortes  refolving  to  take  pofleflion  at  the  fame  time, 
of  the  three  principal  caufeways  :  the  expedition  of 
Tacuba  was  intrufted  to  Alverado,  who  had  150  Spa- 
nifh  foot,  30  horfe,  30,000  Tlafcalans,  and  two  pieces 
of  cannon.  The  attack  of  the  caufeway  called  Iztapa- 
lapa  was  committed  to  Sandoval,  who  commanded 
150  Spaniards,  24  horfe,  two  pieces  of  artillery,  and 
all  the  troops  of  Chalco,  Cholula,  and  Guacocingo, 
amounting  to  above  40,000  men  -9  and  the  attempt 
upon  Cuyocan,  another  of  them,  was  aftigned  to  De 
Olid,  with  1 60  Spaniards,  two  pieces  of  cannon,  and 
30,000  confederate  Indians. 

Alverado  and  Olid  marched  together  as  far  as  Ta- 
cuba, which  was  abandoned  by  the  inhabitants,  as 
were  all  the  towns  upon  the  lake,  who  were  gone  to 
defend  Mexico*  The  two  Spanifh  captains  had  no- 
tice that  the  Mexicans  had  formed  a  confiderable  body 
within  half  a  league  of  the  city  to  cover  the  aqueducts 
that  fupplied  it  with  freih  water.  Upon  this  intelli- 
gence they  marched  thither,  and  after  a  very  obftinate 
battle,  drove  the  enemy  from  their  pofl,  broke  the 
aqueducts,  and  by  this  means  effectually  cut  off  their 
water. 

Olid  then  marched  to  Cuyocan  the  other  caufeway  5 
and  Cortes  having  allowed  Sandoval  time  to  reach 
Iztapalapa,  embarked  with  the  cacique  of  Tezeuco 
and  his  brother,  and  took  upon  himfelf  the  command 
of  the  lake,  after  having  left  a  fufficient  number  of 
troops  to  cover  his  place  of  arms,  and  fecure  a  com- 
munication with  his  quarters.  His  thirteen  brigan- 
tines  being  drawn  up  in  a  line,  and  adorned  with  flags 
and  ilreamers,  he  approached  Mexico  \  and  then  fail- 
ing back  obferved  a  pretty  large  caftle,  fituated  upon 
a  Snail  ifland,  which  the  enemy  thought  impregnable.' 
Cortes  landed  here  with  150  Spaniards,  and  drove  the 
enemy,  who  made  a  brave  defence,  into  the  caftle,' 
where  they  were  fo  crowded,  that  having  no  room  to> 
manage  their  arms,    they  were  obliged  to  furrendeiv 
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The  Spaniards  then  returned  to  their  brigantines,  in 
order  to  fteer  towards  Iztapalapa  to  afiift  Sandoval, 
when  they  obferved  a  fleet  of  4000  canoes  aflfembling 
on  the  lake.  Cortes  drew  up  his  veffels  in  the  form 
of  an  half-moon,  and  advanced  toward  the  canoes, 
when  a  breeze  of  wind  fuddenly  fpringing  up,  they 
began  to  attack  at  a  diftance  with  the  artillery,  and 
then  making  ufe  of  their  fails,  ran  in  among  the  canoes 
with  fuch  force  as  over-fet  all  that  flood  in  their  way, 
while  their  fire-arms  and  crofs-bows  made  a  terrible 
(laughter.  The  nobles  of  Mexico,  who  had  manned 
the  500  canoes  in  the  front,  made  fome  opposition ; 
but  mod  of  thefe  being  deftroyed,  the  reft  were 
thrown  into  fuch  confufion,  that  they  ran  foul  of  each 
other,  fo  that  the  greateft  part  of  them  over-fet :  when 
the  brigantines  purfuing  the  miferable  remains  of  this, 
fleet  with  their  cannon  mot,  forced  them  to  take 
fhelter  in  the  canals  of  the  city  of  Mexico, 

Cortes  pafTed  the  night  near  Tezeuco,  and  in  the 
morning  was  preparing  to  fail  to  Iztapalapa,  when  he 
difcovered  a  great  number  of  canoes  making  toward 
Cuyocan ;  and  following  them,  found  De  Olid  engaged- 
on  the  caufeway  with  the  enemy  who  defended  it,  and 
at  the  fame  time  with  the  canoes  on  each  fide,  againft 
each  of  whom  being  obliged  to  make  a  front,  he  was 
hardly  able  to  keep  the  ground  he  had  gained.  The 
Mexicans  had  drawn  up  the  bridges  on  the  caufeways 
toward  the  city,  and  mounting  on  them  in  ranks, 
charged  from  the  top.  The  Spaniards  were  obliged 
to  clear  thefe  places  of  defence  with  their  crofs-bows, 
while  fafciftes  were  brought  to  fill  the  ditch ;  but  a 
piece  of  artillery  being  brought  up,  it  foon  cleared  the 
paffages.  De  Olid  had  juft  made  himfelf  mafler  of 
the  firft  ditch  when  the  canoes  arrived;  but  at  the  fight 
of  the  brigantines  all  the  Mexicans  fled  with  precipi- 
tation :  and  the  canoes  on  the  other  fide,  as  foon  as 
three  brigantines  had  got  through  a  wide  paiTage,  re- 
tired in  difbrder  toward  the  city, 
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The  troops  patted  the  night  upon  the  caufeway,  and 
in  the,  morning  proceeded  on  their  march  with  little 
or  no  oppofition,  till  they  approached  the  lad  bridge, 
which  they  found  fortified  with  ftrong  works,  and  the 
trenches  that  were  cut  in  the  ftreets  were  defended  by 
a  vaft  multitude  of  people.  The  artillery  from  the 
brigantines  made  a  dreadful  (laughter  of  them,  while 
De  Olid  having  ruined  the  fortification  of  the  caufe- 
way, and  rilled  up  the  ditch,  charged  the  Mexicans 
who  had  defended  them ;  and  Cortes  landing  with  30 
Spaniards,  gave  fuch  life  to  the  attack,  that  the  enemy 
quickly  turned  their  backs,  and  the  chief  ftreet  of 
Mexico  was  gained.  The  fugitives,  however,  took 
pofteffion  of  a  temple  near  the  entrance  of  the  city,  and 
from  this  poft  they  defied  the  Spaniards  •,  but  Cortes 
ordering  three  or  four  pieces  of  cannon  to  be  landed, 
they  were  foon  made  fenfible  of  their  danger,  and  all 
that  part  of  the  city  was  forfaken  :  the  next  day  Cortes 
retired  along  the  caufeway  to  Cuyocan,  guarded  on 
each  fide  by  his  brigantines,  fo  that  the  enemy  durft 
not  difturb  his  march. 

Cortes  then  proceeded  to  Iztapalapa,  where  he 
found  Sandoval  reduced  to  the  lait  extremity.  He 
had  taken  porTeffion  of  the  buildings  on  the  land,  and 
had  made  great  havock  among  thofe  who  approached 
in  their  canoes ;  he  had  demolifhed  ibme  houfes,  and 
overthrown  two  or  three  reinforcements  from  Mexico 
fent  to  attack  him  by  land  :  and  that  day  the  Indians 
•having  abandoned  a  large  building,  he  relblved  to 
feize  it,  in  order  to  enlarge  his  quarters.  This  fcheme 
he  effected  by  forming  a  pafTage  with  fafcines ;  but 
he  had  no  fooner  entered  the  houfe  with  fome  of  his 
people,  than  a  great  number  of  canoes  which  had  lain 
in  ambufh,  advanced  with  a  multitude  of  Mexicans, 
who  threw  themfelves  into  the  water,  and  dragging 
away  the  fafcines,  cut  off  his  retreat,  by  which  means 
he  was  befieged  on  all  fides.  He  was  in  this  difrrefs 
when  Cones  arrived,  and  obferving  the  vaft  number 
7  of 
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of  canoes  in  the  water  ftreets,  advanced  with  all  pot 
fible  fpeed,  and  played  his  artillery  with  fuch  fuccefs, 
that  the  enemy  fled  in  great  confufion.  The  lofs  of 
the  Mexicans  upon  this  occafion  was  very  great*   ' 

Cortes  now  refolved  to  quit  the  poft  he  was  in,  and 
to  difpatch  Sandoval  to  Tapeaquilla,  where  thtre  was 
another  caufeway,  the  poffeffion  whereof  would  effec- 
tually cut  off  the  enemy's  provisions,  of  which  they 
already  began  to  be  in  want.  Sandoval  advancing, 
and  finding  the  place  forfaken,  lodged  himfelf  in  it 
without  refiflance.  The  general  then  failed  to  Tacuba 
to  vifit  AlveradOj  who  had  met  with  various  fuccefs : 
for  though  the  place  was  deferted  at  his  approach,  he 
had,  like  De  Olid*  been  obliged  to  beat  down  works, 
and  to  fill  up  ditches. 

Cortes  now  refolved  to  put  a  flop  to  all  operations 
by  land,  till  he  had  made  himfelf  mafter  of  the  lake  : 
for  this  purpofe  he  prevailed  on  the  allied  towns  to 
fend  a  vaft  number  of  canoes  manned  by  the  moll  ex- 
pert Indians,  who  with  the  brigantines  failing  conti- 
nually about  the  lake,  and  along  the  three  caufeways, 
afforded  them  an  opportunity  of  taking  many  canoes 
loaded  with  provifions  and  water,  which  reduced  the 
befieged  to  great  diftrefs.  The  Mexicans,  however, 
gave  him  much  trouble  by  their  numbers  and  their 
devices  to  enfnare  him  ;  but  at  length  his  great  guns 
cleared  the  lake  of  them. 

In  confequence  of  his  becoming  mafter  of  the  navi- 
gation on  the  lake,  Cortes  found  that  the  befieged 
began  to  want  provifions ;  he  therefore  exerted  his 
utmoft  diligence  in  cutting  off  all  relief  from  the  city  : 
and  in  the  mean  time  difmifTed  two  Mexican  noblemen 
with  a  meffage  to  the  emperor  Guatimozin  with  over- 
tures of  peace.  The  emperor  was  advifed  to  agree  to 
the  general's  propofal  \  but  this  favourable  difpofition 
was  deftroyed  by  the  remonftrances  of  the  priefls  : 
infomuch  that  Guatimozin  himfelf  declared,  that  to 
.whatever  diftrefs  the  city  mould  be  reduced3  he  would 
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put  the  firft  man  to  death,  who  Ihould  from  thence 
forward  mention  peace. 

Cortes  was  no  fooner  informed  of  this,  than  he  re- 
folved  to  carry  fire  and  fword  into  the  city ;  and  for 
that  purpofe  fent  orders  to  the  commanders  of  the 
troops  of  Tacuba  and  Tapeaquilla,  while  he  himfelf 
marched  by  the  caufeway  of  Cuyocan,  at  the  head  of 
the  troops  commanded  by  De  Olid.  All  obftacles 
were  foon  removed,  and  the  troops  advanced  without 
any  confiderable  opposition  to  the  laft  bridge,  where 
the  Indians  had  broke  down  part  of  the  caufeway  to 
inlarge  the  ditch  ;  and  on  the  oppofite  bank  they  had 
raifed  a  fortification  covered  with  planks  :  it  was  how- 
ever foon  deftroyed  by  the  artillery,  and  the  enemy 
retired  into  the  city.  Thus  the  fhore  being  left  free, 
Cortes  ordered  his  men  to  land  immediately,  and  to 
take  on  fhore  the  horfe  and  three  pieces  of  cannon  ; 
but  before  he  advanced  into  the  ftreets,  he  gave  or- 
ders to  Julian  de  Alderete  to  (lay  behind,  and  fill  up 
the  ditch,  while  the  brigantines  were  to  approach  the 
fcene  of  action  by  the  great  canals,1  and  to  fire  upon 
the  enemy.  But  Alderete  no  fooner  heard  them  en- 
gaged, than  thinking  his  employment  difhonourable, 
he  rufhed  forward  to  have  a  fhare  in  the  battle,  leav- 
ing the  care  of  filling  up  the  ditch  to  another  officer, 
who  alfo  abandoned  it  for  the  fame  reafon.  The 
Mexicans  ilood  the  firft  charge,  and  behaved  with 
great  bravery,  doing  the  Spaniards  confiderable  da- 
mage from  the  windows  and  tops  of  the  houfes.  But 
fuddenly,  in  the  heat  of  the  engagement,  they  quit- 
ted the  ground  ♦,  for  Guatimozin  being  informed  that 
the  great  ditch  was  abandoned,  refolved  to  fall  upon 
the  Spaniards  in  their  retreat. 

Cortes  fufpe&ed  their  intent-,  and  having  barely 
time  to  return  to  his  quarters  before  night,  began  his 
retreat,  after  having  fet  fire  to  feveral  houfes  from 
which  he  had  fuftained  fome  damage.  The  Spaniards 
had  fcarcely  begun  to  march  back,  before  they  were 
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attacked  on  all  fides  by  an   incredible  number  of 
chofen  warriors,  who  fought  with  fuch  intrepidity, 
that  they  difregarded  both  the  fire-arms  and  crofs- 
bows.     Cortes  being  informed  that  the  retreat  was 
hindered  by  the  ditch,  endeavoured  to  form  his  bat- 
talions;   but  could  not,    becaufe  the    confederates 
being  in  the  front,  were  the  firft  who  arrived  at  the 
ditch,  and  had  thrown  themfelves  into  it  with  fuch 
confufion,  that  they  were  deftroyed  by  the  Mexicans, 
who  either  wounded  or  drowned  them.     The  general 
was  now  left  with  his  people  to  maintain  the  fight  $ 
when  his  horfe  being  killed  under  him,  Captain  Pran- 
cifco  de  Guzman  alighted  to  give  him  his,  and  was 
taken  prrfoner,  without  a  poflibility  of  being  refcu^d. 
At  length,  however,  Cortes  got  to  the  brigantines, 
and  returned  to  his  quarters,  wounded,  and  extremely 
mortified  at  his  defeat;  above  40  Spaniards  being  taken 
prifoners.     Upwards  of  1000  Tlafcalans  were  killed  ; 
one  piece  of  cannon  was  loft,  and  of  the  Spaniards 
lcarce  one  efcaped  unwounded. 

The  next  day  Guatimozin  caufed  a  report  to  be 
fpread,  that  Cortes  was  killed.  However,  his  allies 
foon  recovered  their  fright,  frefh  fuccours  came  in, 
and  feveral  nations  that  had  hitherto  continued  neuter, 
being  fenfible  of  the  diftrefs  of  Mexico,  declared  for 
the  Spaniards.  So  that  in  a  few  days  Cortes  found 
himfelf  at  the  head  of  above  200,000  men.  The  city 
was  now  in  the  greateft  diftrefs  for  want  of  bread  and 
water,  which  induced  the  general  to  proceed  to  action, 
and  as  he  had  fuffered  fo  much  in  retreating,  it  was 
agreed  that  the  commander  of  each  body  of  Spaniards 
mould  endeavour  to  ft  ay  in  that  part  of  the  city  into 
which  he  mould  penetrate. 

This  plan  being  approved,  Alverado  and  Sandoval 
began  their  march  by  day-break  from  Tacuba  to 
Tapeaquilla  :  Cortes  advanced  from  Cuyocan  with  a 
body  of  troops  commanded  by  Olid  ;  while  the  bri- 
gantines and  canoes  were  diftributed To  as  to  fupport 
She  three  attacks.     All  the  difficulties  were  furmount- 
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ed  as  ufual  •,  and  the  three  captains  entering  the  city 
much  about  the  fame  time,  fortified  themfelves  with 
the  ruins  of  the  houfes. 

This  new  method  of  proceeding  filled  the  Mexicans 
with  confirmation,  and  entirely  broke  all  their  mea- 
fures.  A  council  was  immediately  fummoned  at 
Guatimozin's  palace  •,  where  it  was  refolved  to  dif* 
lodge  the  Spaniards,  and  their  army  being  divided 
into  three  bodies,  advanced  to  the  attack  at  break  of 
day.  But  preparations  having  been  made  for  their 
reception,  they  no  fooner  approached,  than  the  ar- 
tillery began  to  play  upon  the  avenues,  and  made 
fuch  a  terrible  ilaughter  of  the  van-guard,  that  they 
durft  not  proceed  ;  when  the  Spaniards  rufhing  upon 
them,  they  were  foon  routed  and  difperfed,  by  which 
means  they  obtained  better  quarters  for  the  enfuing 
night.  The  Spaniards  that  continued  were  obliged, 
as  they  advanced,  to  deftroy  houfes,  level  works,  and 
fill  up  the  trenches  cut  acrofs  every  ftreet ;  and  not- 
withstanding thefe  obftru&ions,  all  the  three  leaders 
in  lefs  than  four  days  came  in  fight  of  the  principal 
fquare  in  the  city  where  they  had  agreed  to  meet. 

The  enemy  perceiving  the  whole  force  of  the  Spa- 
niards to  be  now  united,  ran  with  the  utmoft  preci- 
pitation to  defend  the  perfon  of  their  prince ;  by 
which  means  Cortes  had  an  opportunity  of  lodging 
his  troops  to  the  beft  advantage.  The  next  morning 
all  the  ftreets  in  pofieflion  of  the  enemy  were  filled 
with  armed  men,  in  order  to  cover  thofe  who  were 
raifing  a  kind  of  fortification  :  but  as  they  did  not 
proceed  to  hoftilities,  Cortes  fufpended  the  attack  he 
had  meditated,  and  refolved  to  try  once  more  whe- 
ther they  were  difpofed  to  an  accommodation,  now 
they  faw  him  fo  aclvantageoufly  pofted.  He  there- 
fore fent  a  meifage  to  Guatimozin,  who  had  retired 
with  his  minifters  and  the  nobility  to  a  fpacious  angle 
of  the  city,  the  greateil  part  of  which  was  defended 
by  the  lake. 

A 


by  HERNANDO  CORTES.      343 

A  fufpenfion  of  arms  being  agreed  upon,  Guati- 
mozin  held  feveral  councils,  to  deliberate  on  the 
overtures  of  peace ;  and  the  majority  were  for  agree- 
ing to  the  treaty ;  while  others  were  for  continuing 
the  war,  who  being  joined  by  the  priefts,  it  was  re- 
folved  to  profecute  it.  In  the  mean  time  the  emperor 
gave  orders  that  all  the  piraguas  and  canoes  mould 
retire  to  a  bay,  in  order  to  fecure  his  retreat  in  cafe 
he  mould  be  driven  to  extremities.  Cortes  imme- 
diately fufpecled  their  defign,  and  therefore  appoint- 
ed Sandoval  commander  in  chief  of  all  the  brigan- 
tines,  with  orders  to  furround  the  bay  at  a  diftance, 
and  to  keep  a  Uriel:  watch  upon  the  enemy's  mo- 
tions. 

Cortes  having  taken  thefe  fteps,  advanced  with. 
his  troops  •,  which  the  Mexicans  perceiving,  prepared 
for  an  engagement.  But  they  no  fooner  oblerved  the 
terrible  havock  made  by  the  firfl  difcharge  of  the 
cannon  on  their  wooden  fortifications,  than  they  fent 
notice  of  it  to  Guatimozin,  and  in  a  little  time  de- 
manded a  parley :  upon  which,  four  Mexicans,  who 
ieemed  perfons  of  distinction,  appeared  on  the  farther 
fide  of  a  ditch,  and  informed  Cortes  that  they  were 
appointed  to  receive  his  propofals ;  but  the  general 
defired  that  the  emperor  himfelf  would  come  to  treat 
in  perfon,  and  in  the  mean  time  a  flop  mould  be  put 
to  all  acts  of  hoftility.  With  this  anfwer  the  ambaf- 
fadors  retired,  and  word  was  brought  that  the  em- 
peror would  come  the  next  day  to  conclude  a  treaty, 
but  he  put  off  his  coming  for  feveral  days. 

However,  the  day  being  come,  which  was  the 
utmofl  period  allowed  by  Cortes,  Sandoval  di£ 
covered,  before  the  fun  arofe,  great  multitudes  em- 
barking on  board  the  canoes  in  the  bay ;  and  thefe 
attacked  the  brigantines  with  great  fury,  without  being 
terrified  at  the  havock  made  among  them  by  the 
artillery. 

In  the  hotter!  part  of  the  engagement  Sandoval 
obferved  fix  or  feven  piraguas  rowing  with  the  utmofl 
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fpeed  from  the  farther*  part  of  the  bay,  upon  which 
he  ordered  a  brigantine  to  give  them  chafe.  The 
Captain  foon  came  up  with  the  foremoft  piragua, 
which  feemed  to  command  the  reft,  when  the  Mexi- 
cans  inftantly  ceafed  rowing,  and  defired  him  not  to 
fire,  becaufe  the  emperor  was  on  board.  The  captain 
with  other  Spaniards  immediately  leaped  iilto  the 
piragua,  to  fecure  their  prize.  Upon  which  Guati- 
mozin  faid,  -6 1  am  your  prifoner,  and  ready  to  go 
"  whither  you  think  fit  to  conduct  me.  All  the  fa- 
"  vour  I  have  to  afk  is,  that  forne  regard  may  be 
<f  paid  to  the  honour  of  the  emprefs  my  confort,  and 
*c  her  female  attendants."  Guacimozin  then  palling 
into  the  brigantine,  gave  his  hand  to  that  princefs  to 
help  her  up  the  fide.  The  captain  had  no  fooner 
made  Guatimozin  prifoner,  than  he  difpatched  a  canoe 
to  Cortes  with  an  account  of  his  fuccefs  j  and  all  mi- 
litary operations  ceafed  foon  after.  This  great  event 
happened  on  the  13th  of  Auguft,  152 1,  and  from 
thence  has  been  dated  the  dominion  of  the  Spaniards 
over  the  Mexican  empire. 

Cortes  thinking  it  was  ftill  neceffary  to  reduce  that 
part  of  the  city  which  was  in  the  enemy's  pofleffion, 
left  the  care  of  his  prifoners  to  Sandoval,  and  went 
out  to  give  orders  for  another  attack.  But  Guatir 
mozin  fufpecling  the  caufe  of  his  abrupt  departure, 
defired  to  fpeak  with  him ;  and  upon  his  returning 
back,  conjured  him  to  fpare  his  unhappy  fubjecls, 
who  would  furrender  peaceably  as  foon  as  they  were 
informed  of  his  captivity.  He  therefore  in  treated 
Cortes  to  allow  one  of  his  minifters  to  accompany 
him,  and  command  the  Mexicans,  in  their  prince's 
name,  to  obey  the  Spanifh  general,  which  order  they 
no  fooner  heard,  than  they  threw  down  their  arms  and 
iubmitted. 

£ortes?s  troops  no  fooner  took  porTeffion  of  the 
places  evacuated  by  the  Mexicans,  than  they  found 
themfelves  furrounded  with  objects  of  horror-,  a  vaft 
^umber  of  miferable  wretches,  of  the  fick  and  wound- 
ed, 
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ed,  were  lying  calling  upon  death  to  releafe  them 
from  their  tortures.  Whole  houfes,  and  courts, 
were  filled  with  the  bodies  of  perfons  of  diftinction 
who  had  been  (lain  in  battle,  and  were  kept  till  their 
funerals  could  be  performed  •,  and  from  thefe  places 
proceeded  a  flench  that  threatened  the  air  with  in- 
fection, and  obliged  Cortes  to  take  immediate  care 
to  prevent  a  peffilence  by  giving  orders  for  interring 
the  bodies.  While  this  necefiary  office  was  perform- 
ed, he  retired  with  his  prifoners  to  Cuyocau,  after 
his  having. affigned  quarters  to  Alverado  and  Sando- 
val, who  fupenntended  the  cleanfing  of  Mexico ;  and 
this  difagreeable  duty  being  in  a  few  days  performed, 
he  returned  again  to  the  city. 

The  refpect  with  which  the  emperor  Guatimozin 
was  treated  did  not  laft  long,  for  the  foldiers  remem- 
bering the  vaft  quantities  of  gold  they  had  formerly 
feen  in  Motezuma's  poflemon,  demanded  an  account 
of  what  was  become  of  it.  When  Cortes  protefting 
his  ignorance,  they  fuggefled  that  he  had  fecretly 
fecured  it  for  his  own  ufe.  Hence  they  grew  furious 
and  infolent ;  in  which  difpofition  they  were  encou- 
raged by  Julian  de  Alderete,  the  king's  treafurer,  who 
had  great  authority  ;  and  being  nephew  to  the  bifhop 
of  Burgos,  was  inclined  to  do  Cortes  all  the  mil- 
chief  in  his  power.  Alderete  being  unable  to  ob- 
tain any  account  of  thefe  treafures,  demanded  that 
the  emperor  and  his  firft  minifter  mould  be  put  into 
his  hands,  in  order  to  be  examined  about  them* 
which  Cortes  in  his  prefent  circumftances  did  not  care 
to  refufe. 

This  inhuman  monfler,  according  to  fome  authors, 
caufed  them  to  be  immediately  put  upon  the  rack  >9 
but  as  others  with  greater  truth  affirm,  had  them 
extended  upon  burning  coals.  When  they  were  both 
in  this  fituation,  the  minifter  cafting  his  eyes  upon 
the  emperor  cried  out  violently  -,  upon  which  Guati- 
mozin with  great  compofure  faid,  "  Do  you  think 
&  T  lie   here   upon    rofes  ?"     At  which  the  poor 

man 
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man  was  fo  ftruck,  that  he  expired  without  uttering 
any  further  complaint :  but  Cortes,  hearing  his  firft 
cries,  burft  into  the  apartment,  and  releafed  the  em- 
peror before  it  was  too  late;  upon  which  occafion 
the  foldiers  themfelves  approved  his  conduct,  and 
blamed  the  treafurer's  barbarity.  No  difcovery  was 
however  made  by  this  inftance  of  cruelty.  They 
then  fearched  all  the  parts  of  the  lake  to  no  purpofe  ; 
ranfacked  the  temples,  in  which  they  found  but  little 
gold  ;  and  tore  to  pieces  the  tombs,  in  which  a  fmall 
quantity  was  found,  which  Cortes,  in  order  to  pacify 
them,  divided  amongft  them. 

Thofe  provinces  of  the  Mexican  empire  that  were 
neareft  the  capital  immediately  fubmitted  ;  and  Cor- 
tes having  received  intelligence  of  the  kingdom  of 
Mechoacan,  which  lay  to  the  weftward  of  Mexico, 
he  fent  Montano  with  three  other  Spaniards  as  am- 
baffadors  to  the  king,  who  at  firft  gave  them  an  in- 
different reception :  but  afterward  treated  them  with 
great  magnificence,  and  even  went  in  perfon  to  fee 
Cortes;  who  foon  after  difpatched  Chriftopher  de 
Olid  with  an  army  to  take  porTeftion  of  that  country  -y 
which  he  accordingly  did,  and  forced  the  king  to 
fly  for  flicker  into  the  mountains. 

Cortes  upon  this  great  flow  of  fuccefs,  loft  that 
humanity  and  virtue  by  which  he  had  before  diftin- 
guifhed  himfelf ;  difcovering  the  utmoft  haughtinefs 
and  cruelty.  He  erected  forts,  and  fent  Sandoval  to 
fubdue  the  countries  near  Tabafco  and  Tecountepee 
on  the  North  fea,  while  he  fent  De  Alverado  with  a 
body  of  Spaniards  and  confederate  Indians,  to  take 
pofleflion  of  the  countries  bordering  on  the  vale  of 
Guaxaca,  to  the  eaftward  of  Mexico. 

While  Cortes  was  thus  employed  in  reducing  an 
amazing  extent  of  country  to  the  obedience  of  Charles 
V.  emperor  and  king  of  Spain,  Chriftoval  de  Tapia 
arrived  at  Vera  Cruz,  with  a  commiftion  from  that 
prince  to  command  all  the  new  conquefts  :  but  he 
was  fo  threatened  and  terrified  by  the  garrifon  of  Vera 
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Cruz,  that  he  was  glad  to  make  his  efcape,  and  leave 
the  general  in  poffeffion  of  Mexico. 

Cortes  now  marched  in  perfon  into  the  province  of 
Panuco,  which  he  not  only,  reduced  to  fubjection, 
but  had  the  inhumanity,  in  violation  of  the  laws  of 
nature  and  nations,  to  divide  the  country  and  all  the 
Indian  inhabitants  amongft  the  officers  and  foldiers* 
who  treated  them  as  ilaves  -,  and  this  was  his  practice 
in  every  province,  whether  the  people  voluntarily  fub- 
mitted  to  him,  or  were  compelled  to  it  by  force  :  but 
he  lent  fuch  rich  prefents  to  the  emperor,  that  not- 
withflanding  his  cruelty,  he  was  declared  captain- 
general  and  governor  of  New  Spain  §  and  the  gover- 
nors of  Hifpaniola  and  Cuba  were  commanded  to 
fend  him  fupplies,  and  to  give  him  all  poffible  affif- 
tance. 

Cortes  now  finding  himfelf  eftablifhed  in  his  com- 
mand, fet  about  rebuilding  die  city  of  Mexico ;  affign- 
ed  places  for  creeling  churches  and  public  edifices  ; 
laid  out  market  places  ;  divided  the  beft  part  of  the 
ground  among  the  Spaniards,  and  the  reft  among 
the  natives. 

All  his  conquefts  could  not  however  procure  him 
a  peaceable  eftablifhment.  He  was  in  danger  from 
the  intrigues  of  the  Indians,  who,  from  a  love  of  li- 
berty, were  deiirous  of  recovering  their  country,  and 
driving  out  or  extirpating  the  Spaniards :  and  there- 
fore in  1527,  he  hanged  the  emperor  Guatimozin, 
and  two  other  Indian  princes,  whom  he  had  detected 
in  a  conipiracy  againft  him.  Sometimes  he  was  ex- 
pofed  to  danger,  by  his  own  countrymen  :  Chriftoval 
de  Olid,  who  had  behaved  fo  gallantly  in  the  war 
againft  the  Mexicans,  revolted  from  him  ;  but  was 
foon  taken  off  by  a  violent  death.  Several  confpira- 
cies  were  formed  to  murder  him  :  he  had  alfo  many 
enemies  in  Spain,  who  took  fuch  pains  to  prejudice 
the  emperor  Charles  V.  againft  him,  that  he  found  it 
neceiTary  to  return  thither,  in  order  to  juftify  his  con- 
duct 
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dud:.  Accordingly  in  1528,  he  undertook  that  voy- 
age, and  was  received  by  Charles  V.  with  great  re- 
fpecl:  j  that  prince  gave  him  the  whole  vale  of  A  trifco, 
with  the  towns  and  villages  upon  it ;  conferred  on 
him  the  title  of  Marquis  of  the  vale  of  Guaxaca, 
and  to  compleat  his  favours,  procured  him  a  very  ho- 
nourable marriage. 

The  next  year  he  returned  to  Mexico  with  his 
lady  ;  but  afterward  being  involved  in  fome  difputes 
with  the  viceroy  of  Mexico,  he,  in  the  year  1542, 
made  a  fecond  voyage  to  Spain  ;  where  he  died  in  a 
village  near  Seville,  called  Caftilleja  de  la  Cuefla,  on 
the  2d  of  December,  1554,  in  the  63d  year  of  his 
age ;  after  which  his  corpfe,  by  his  own  direction, 
was  carried  to  New  Spain. 
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AS  we  are  now  entering  upon  another  curious,  but 
affecting  narrative,  the  conqueft  of  Peru;  it 
will  be  neceffary  to  jrefume  the  account  of  the  difco- 
veries and  tranfactions  of  the  Spaniards,  with  which 
we  introduced  the  conqueft  of  Mexico, 

Vafquez  Nunez  de  Balboa,  having  eftablifhed  him- 
felf  in  the  government  of  Santa  Maria,  as  has  been 
already  related ;  immediately  contrived  to  make  the 
bed  ufe  of  the  great  power  he  had  obtained,  in  order 
to  extend  the  difcoveries,  and  acquire  more  gold  : 
this  he  forefaw  would  prove  the  only  effectual  means 
of  fecuring  a  continuance  in  that  elevation,  to  which 
he  had  in  fo  extraordinary  a  manner  rifen. 

His  firft  care  was  to  fecure  the  needful  fupplies  for 
the  colony,  and  for  this  purpofe  he  fent  his  friend 
Valdivia  to  Hifpaniola,  to  prevail  on  the  governor 
and  council  to  furnifh  him  and  his  people  with  all 
they  wanted  :  and  fent  his  collegue  Zamudio  directly 
to  Spain  to  inform  the  court  of  their  fitnation,  and  , 
of  the  great  probability  there  was  of  their  being  able  to 
make  confiderable  difcoveries  and  conquefts.  He  gave 
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Valdivia  a  confiderable  quantity  of  gold,  which  he 
defired  him  to  preient  to  the  king's  treafurer-gener&i 
at  St.  Domingo,  who  had  a  great  intereft  with  the 
Spanifh  miniftry. 

At  this  time  many  Indians,  under  pretence  of  traf- 
ficking with  the  Spaniards,  reforted  to  Darien  to  ob- 
ferve  whether  they  were  going  away,  or  what  were 
their  defigns ;  and  to  induce  them  to  be  gone,  per- 
fuaded  them  that  there  was  much  gold  and  plenty  of 
provifions  in  the  province  of  Coyba,  which  was  at  go 
leagues  diftance.  Upon  this  Nunez  de  Balboa  fent 
Francis  Pizarro  with  fix  men  to  difcover  the  country  % 
who  having  travelled  three  leagues  up  the  river,  were 
attacked  by  400  Indians :  but  after  a  fhort  engage- 
ment, in  which  about  100  of  the  Indians  were  kil- 
led, the  reft  were  put  to  flight,  and  the  Spaniards 
returned  to  Darien. 

Nunez  now  fent  two  brigantines  for  the  Spaniards 
who  had  been  left  at  Nombre  de  Dios.  Theie  velfels 
failing  along  the  coaft?  reached  a  port  belonging  to 
the  cacique  of  Coyba,  where  two  Spaniards  entirely 
naked  and  painted  red  came  to  them.  Thefe  and 
another  perfon  had  a  year  and  a  half  before  made 
their  efcape  from  Nicuelfa's  fhip,  to  avoid  the  punifh- 
ment  due  for  fome  crime  they  had  committed -,  and 
putting  themfelves  into  the  hands  of  the  cacique 
Careta,  were  kindly  treated :  but  not  agreeing  among 
themfelves,  one  of  them,  whofe  name  was  Juan 
Alonzo,  d an geroufly  wounded  the  other  •,  whereupon 
the  cacique  admiring  him  for  his  bravery,  made  him 
commander  of  his  forces,  in  a  war  in  which  he  was 
then  engaged,  and  would  do  nothing  without  his 
advice. 

Thefe  two  men  were  highly  acceptable  to  thofe  in 
the  brigantines :  they  obferved  that  the  country 
abounded  in  gold  ;  and  that  if  Nunez  would  invade 
it,  they  fhould  all  obtain  great  riches.  Upon  this 
advice  it  was  agreed,  that  one  of  them  fhould  go  to 
Santa  Maria,  to  inform  Nunez  of  the  flate  of  the 
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Country,  and  that  the  other  Jhould  ftay  to  be  fer- 
viceable  as  occafion  fhould  offer. 

When  the  brigantines  returned  to  Santa  Maria, 
Nunez  was  much  pleafed  with  the  intelligence  they 
brought  of  this  rich  country,  at  his  having  Spanifh 
interpreters,  who  underftood  the  language  of  the  na- 
tives ;  and  having  fent  back  the  brigantines,  to  bring 
away  the  reft  of  the  Spaniards  from  Nombre  de  Dios, 
(as  they  had  been  unable  to  take  them  all  before)  he 
chofe  1 30  of  the  braveft  of  his  men,  who  on  the  re- 
turn of  the  brigantines,  fet  out  with  a  fufficient  fup- 
ply  of  arms  and  provifions  in  fearch  of  the  cacique 
Careta,  who  lived  at  30  leagues  diftance. 

This  cacique  not  fupplying  them,  Nunez  took  him 
and  his  family  prifoners,  and  pillaged  his  town.  But  the 
cacique,  to  regain  his  liberty,  promifed  all  he  required,, 
and  offered  Nunez  his  daughter  for  a  wife ;  who  ac- 
cepted her,  kept  her  as  a  miftrefs,  and  grew  yery  fond 
of  her. 

Careta  foon  after  informed  his  guefts,  that  he  had 
a  neighbour,  whofe  name,  as  well  as  that  of  his  coun- 
try, was  Comagre  :  that  he  lived  in  greater  fplendor 
than  any  other  cacique,  and  was  very  defirous  of  be- 
ing acquainted  with  the  Spaniards.  As  the  domi- 
nions of  this  prince  were  large  and  fruitful,  Careta 
defired  Nunez  to  pay  him  a  vifit?  and  offered  to  ac- 
company him. 

On  their  arrival  at  the  palace  of  Comagre,  they 
found  that  it  was  a  large  wooden  building,  1 50  yards 
in  length,  and  80  in  breadth,  furrounded  with  a  good 
Hone  wall.  The  reception  they  met  with  was  equal- 
ly kind  and  hofpitable  ;  Comagre  and  his  fons  dif* 
covering,  in  their  converiation,  a  knowledge  and  po- 
litenefs,  much  fuperior  to  any  of  the  Indians  they 
•had  hitherto  met  with. 

Comagre's  eldeft  fon,  being  particularly  defirous 
of  obliging  his  guefts,  caufed  feveral  pieces  of  gold, 
that  were  valuable  both  for  their  workmanfhip  and 
finenefs,  to  be  brought  \  and  this  gold,  which  weigh- 
ed 
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ed  about  4000  pieces  of  eight,  with  70  (laves*  h£ 
gave  to  Nunez  and  Colmenares,  who  immediately  be* 
gan  to  weigh  it,  in  order  to  fet  apart  the  fifth  of  the 
gold  for  the  king,  and  to  divide  the  reft  among 
themfelves :  but  fome  of  the  men  quarrelling  about 
the  bell  and  larger!  pieces,  the  young  prince  ran  to 
the  fcales,  and  linking  them  with  his  double  flit, 
threw  all  the  gold  upon  the  ground ;  faying,  that 
they  need  not  fall  out  about  fuch  a  trifle :  but  if  they 
were  fo  fond  of  it  as  to  difturb  peaceable  nations, 
and  leave  their  native  country  to  obtain  it,  he  would 
fhew  them  a  province  where  they  might  have  as  much 
as  their  hearts  could  wifh ;  but  that  there  muft  be  a 
greater  number  of  them,  as  they  were  to  oppofe  a 
monarch  who  defended  his  dominions  with  great 
bravery.  This  was  the  firft  intimation  given  them  of 
the  extenfive  country  of  Peru  ;  whither  he  offered  to 
accompany  them. 

After  a  fhort  flay  in  the  dominions  of  Comagre, 
Nunez  de  Balboa  returned  to  his  government  of  Santa 
Maria,  in  order  to  confider  at  his  leifure  of  the  pro- 
perefl  means  of  making  thefe  important  difcoveries. 

Valdivia  had  by  this  time  returned  from  Hifpaniola, 
with  the  flrongeft  affurances,  that  Diego  Columbus 
would  give  him  fufficient  lupport.  This  induced: 
Nunez  to  fend  him  over  a  fecond  time  -,  but  the  veflel, 
in  attempting  to  fail  back  to  Hifpaniola,  was  unfor- 
tunately fhipwrecked  in  her  paiTage  on  the  coaft  of 
Yucatan,  and  the  men  were  quickly  furrounded  and 
made  prifoners  by  the  natives,  who  cruelly  facrificed 
them  to  their  idols :  two  only  efcaping,  one  of  whom 
was  that  Aguilar,  who  was  of  fuch  great  ufe  to  Cortes. 

Nunez  Balboa  was  greatly  afflicted  at  the  news  of 
this  event ;  and  to  prevent  the  ill  confequence  that 
might  arife  from  it,  had  fome  thoughts  of  going  to 
Spain  :  but  this  the  colony  would  not  fuffer,  and  he 
had  foon  fufficient  reafon  to  believe  that  they  judged 
right ;  for  by  the  difpatches  he  received  from  Zamu- 
dio  he  was  informed*  that  Encifo  had  fo  incenfed 
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the  court  againit  him,  that  there  was  no  perfuading 
the  minifters,  that  he  was  not  a  villain,  who  had  in 
the  higheft  degree  trampled  upon  the  royal  autho- 
rity. 

Nunez  de  Balboa,  having  confidered  the  contents 
of  thefe  letters,  plainly  law,  that  nothing  could  re- 
flore  his  character  in. Spain,  but  making  immediate 
ufe  of: the  informations  he  had  received,  by  perfect- 
ing his  difcoveries  of  larger  and  richer  countries  than 
hitherto  the  Spaniards  had  been  acquainted  with. 
This  he  judged  would  cover  all  his  pail  faults,  and 
atone  for  every  irregularity  he  had  committed  ;  and 
therefore,  without  communicating  to  the  colony  any 
of  the  particulars  contained  in  his  difpatches,  he  per- 
fuaded  them  to  engage  in  fuch  an  expedition,  as  the 
moil  likely  means  of  rendering  them  all  rich  and 
happy  :  upon  which  they  gladly  embraced  this  pro- 
pofah 

On  this  plan  they  failed  from  Santa  Maria  about 
the  middle  of  September,  1513,  as  far  as  the  terri- 
tories of  the  cacique  Carets  who  received  Nunez  in 
a  very  friendly  manner.  Fie  there  left  one  of  his 
brigantines  and  a  canoe,  and  advanced  toward  the 
mountains  belonging  "to  Ponca,  attended  by  a  body 
of  Careta's  fubjects.  The  cacique  Ponca  being  foon 
informed  of  the  approach  of  the  Spaniards,  hid  him- 
I'df;  when  Nunez  Tent  fome  of  the  Indians  belong- 
ing to  Careta  to  allure  him  that  he  had  nothing  to 
fear,  and  that  he  only  defired  his  friendfhip  :  upon 
which  Ponca  came  to  meet  him  with  a  prefent  of 
gold,  to  the  value  of  110  pefos,  which  .was  all  he 
had.  Nunez  being  fenfible  of  the  neceility  of  leav- 
ing no  enemy  behind  him,  received  the  cacique  with 
much  joy  ;  and  gave  him  abundance  of  beads,  hawk's- 
bells,  looking-glafles ;  and  what  thefe  Indians  moil 
valued,  fome  iron  axes :  and  then  aiked  him  for 
guides,  and  men  to  carry  burdens  up  the  moun- 
tains. 
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The  cacique  readily  granted  all  he  defired  ;  and 
having  fupplied  him  with  plenty  of  provifions,  the 
Spaniards  marched  into  the  dominions  of  the  great 
lord  named  Quarequa,  who  was  prepared  to  oppofe 
them.  The  Indians  met  the  Spaniards,  afking  what 
they  came  for,  and  ordering  them  to  proceed  no 
farther  ;  but  obferving  that  they  paid  little  regard  to 
what  they  faid,  the  cacique  himfelf  came  forward, 
cloathed  in  cotton,  with  feme  of  his  principal  men, 
all  the  reft  being  entirely  naked,  and  immediately 
attacked  the  Spaniards  with  dreadful  cries.  Nunez 
inftantly  ordered  his  foldiers  to  difcharge  their  fire- 
locks and  crofs-bows,  upon  which  fome  dropped  down 
dead  :  when  the  Indians  feeing  the  fire,  and  hearing 
the  report,  naturally  concluded  that  the  Spaniards 
ufed  thunder  and  lightning,  and  had  a  fupcrnatural 
power  to  deflroy  them  •,  and  therefore  fled  in  the  ut- 
mofi  confternation.  The  Spaniards  purfued,  fetting 
their  dogs  upon  them,  which  tore  fome  of  them  in 
pieces,  while  the  Spaniards  made  a  great  (laughter 
with  their  fwords.  In  this  engagement  the  cacique 
himfelf  was  killed,  with  about  600  of  his  people ; 
fome  were  taken,  and  the  town  was  plundered,  in 
which  the  conquerors  found  a  confiderable  quantity 
of  gold. 

As  fome  of  the  Spaniards  were  now  grown  fiekly 
with  hunger  and  fatigue,  Nunez  left  them  in  the 
town,  which  belonged  to  the  late  cacique,  where  he 
took  frefn  guides,  and  men  to  carry  burdens,  dif- 
rniffing  thofe  who  belonged  to  Careta,  He  then  pro- 
ceeded toward  the  top  of  the  mountains,  which  was 
at  the  diftance  of  about  fix  days  journey  -,  but  in  this 
progrefs  he  fpent  twenty-five,  on  account  of  the  rug- 
gednefs  of  the  way,  and  the  difficulty  of  procuring 
provifions.  At  length  Nunez  having  notice  given 
him,  that  they  were  near  the  fummit,  he  command- 
ed his  men  to  halt,  and  going  up  alone  law  the  South 
Sea  ;  which  he  no  fooner  viewed,  than  falling  on  his 
knees,    he  returned  thanks  to  heaven  for  being  the 
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firft  who  had  feen  it.  This  done,  he  called  his  men, 
and  again  falling  on  his  knees,  they  followed  his  ex- 
ample, while  the  Indians  flood  amazed  at  feeing  fuch 
expreffions  of  joy  and  wonder.  Nunez  then  extol-^ 
led  the  intelligence  given  him  by  Comagre's  fon, 
promifing  his  men  wealth  and  happinefs  :  they  be- 
lieved all  he  laid ;  for  he  was  extremely  beloved,  on 
account  of  his  bravery,  his  companion  for  the  fick 
and  wounded,  and  his  making  no  difference  between 
himfelf  and  the  meaneft  foldier.  He  then  caufed  a 
certificate  to  be  drawn  of  his  taking  porleffion  of 
that  fea,  and  every  thing  in  it,  for  the  crown  of 
Caftile ;  in  teftimony  of  which  he  cut  down  timber, 
erected  croffes,  raifed  heaps  of  flones,  and  cut  the 
king  of  Spain's  name  on  ibme  of  the  trees.  This 
being  done,  he  refolved  to  go  down  the  mountains 
'to  the  fea  coair. 

On  their  reaching  the  more,  the  Spanifh  comman- 
der marched  on,  armed  as  he  was,  till  the  water  took 
him  up  to  the  middle  i  and  then  caufed  a  notary  to 
draw  up  an  inftrurnent,  importing  that  he  had  taken 
pofleffion  of  that  fea,  its  coafts,  and  the  idands  in  it, 
in  behalf  of  the  crown  of  Caftile  •,  at  which  ceremony 
the  Indians  were  very  juftly  amazed. 

NunezJBalboa  at  length  obferving  a  large  bay  of 
the  fea,  refoived  to  navigate  it ;  and  therefore  defired 
the  Indians  to  furnifli  him  with  canoes,  which  they 
did,  and  offered  to  accompany  him,  though  they 
at  the  fame  time  adviied  him  to  fufpend  this  attempt, 
as  the  rains  were  coming  on,  and  the  bay  was  far 
from  being  fafe  \  but  he  obftinately  refufed  to  com- 
ply with  this  advice,  and  embarked  wTith  fourfcore 
Spaniards,  together  with  Chiapes,  a  principal  mart 
among  the  Indians,  and  fome  of  his  attendants,  on 
board  nine  canoes. 

They  weighed  anchor  on  the  29th  of  September, 
for  which  reafon  he  called  it  St.  Michael's  Bay  ;  but 
when  they  were  at  fome  diftance  from  the  land,  the 
waves  began  to  fwell  fo  high,  that  Nunez  repented 
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he  had  not  taken  the  advice  given  him  by  Chiapes, 
and  was  foon  in  the  utmofl  danger  of  perifhing  :  but 
the  Indians  had  recourfe  to  their  ufual  remedy,  and 
fattening  two  canoes  together  with  cords,  to  prevent 
their  being  fo  eafily  overfet,  made  the  beft  of  their 
way  toward  an  iHand,  where  they  landed,  and  lamed 
their  canoes  to  the  rocks  or  trees.  There  they  con- 
tinued all  the  night  in  the  utmoft  uneafinefs  •,  for 
upon  the  flood  the  whole  ifland  was  covered  with  wa- 
ter, and  they  were  obliged  to  (land  in  it,  almoft  up 
to  their  waifts.  When  day  appeared,  and  the  water 
ebbed,  they  went  in  fearch  of  their  canoes  ;  but  found 
feme  of  them  beaten  in  pieces,  others  almoft  fplit, 
and  the  reft  filled  with  water  and  land,  and  no  part 
of  their  goods  or  provifions  were  to  be  found.  In 
this  diftreis  they  pulled  off  the  tender  baric  of  the 
young  trees,  and  broiling  it  with  grafs  and  other 
herbs,  caulked  the  crannies  of  fuch  of  the  canoes 
as  were  not  ftaved,  and  thus  embarked  almoft  famifh- 
ed  with  hunger. 

They  now  fleered  toward  the  dominions  of  a  ca- 
cique named  Tumaco,  which  lay  in  a  creek  of  the 
bay,  where  they  found  him  ready  to  oppofe  them, 
Nunez  perceiving  his  men  weak  and  hungry,  no 
fooner  landed,  than  he  picked  a  few  of  the  ableft  of 
then,  whom  he  placed  in  the  front.  The  Spaniards 
began  the  engagement  with  their  fwords  and  dogs, 
with  which  they  made  great  havock  ;  and  Tumaco 
himfelf  being  wounded,  the  reft  were  obliged  to  re- 
tire. Soon  after  Chiapes  fent  fome  of  his  men  to  let 
Tumaco  know  the  power  of  the  Spaniards,  and  the 
kindnefs  they  mewed  to  thofe  who  were  their  friends. 
The  cacique,  however,  could  not  be  perfuaded  to 
believe  their  report  •,  but  a  fecond  mefTenger  pre- 
vailed fo  far,  that  he  fent  his  fon,  whom  Nunez  en- 
tertained very  courteoufly,  giving  him  a  fhirt  and 
fome  toys,  and  advifmg  him  to  perfuade  his  father 
to  come  himfelf,  and  have  a  mare  in  his  friendlhip. 
Upon  which  Tuniaco  went,  attended  by  many  of  his 
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fubjecls  but  carried  no  prefent.  However,  Nunez 
treated  him  with  much  refpect ;  and  Chiapes  obferved 
to  him,  that  he  thought  it  but  reafonabe  that  he 
fhould  affift  the  Spaniards  on  account  of  their  being 
ftrangers. 

The  cacique  being  now  pacified,  and  lofing  all  his 
apprehenfions,  fent  fome  of  his  lervants  home,  who 
brought  gold  to  the  value  of  614  pieces  of  eight; 
and  what  was  much  more  extraordinary,  240  fine 
large  pearls,  with  many  others,  that  were  bright* 
though  fmall.  At  this  fight,  Nunez  and  his  men 
were  filled  with  joy  •  believing  the  immenfe  treafures 
Comagre's  fon  had  mentioned  were  now  at  hand. 
The  large  pearls  were  of  great  value,  and  would  have 
been  of  flill  greater,  had  not  the  Indians  ufed  fire 
in  opening  the  oyfters,  which  rendered  them  not  fo 
white  as  they  naturally  are.  Tumaco  obferving  that 
the  pearls  gave  the  Spaniards  fuch  joy,  fhewed  that 
he  himfelf  kt  but  little  value  on  them,  by  fending 
fome  Indians  to  fifh,  who  within  four  days  brought 
as  many  as  weighed  no  lefs  than  96  ounces. 

Thefe  two  caciques  aftured  Nunez,  that  there  was 
a  country  in  that  bay,  about  five  leagues  from  thence, 
governed  by  a  powerful  cacique,  where  there  was 
abundance  of  large  oyfters,  which  contained  pearls 
as  big  as  beans.  Upon  which  Nunez  ordered  the 
canoes  to  be  immediately  got  ready  -,  but  the  caciques 
entreated  him  not  to  think  of  fuch  an  expedition  at 
that  time,  but  to  flay  till  hammer,  when  the  fea  was 
calm,  arid  he  might  go  with  eafe,  and  then  they  pro- 
mifed  to  go  writh  him.  Nunez  approving  of  this 
advice,  Tumaco  added,  that  the  coaft  extended  a 
prodigious  way,  pointing  to  Peru  :  that  there  was 
an  immenfe  quantity  of  gold  •,  and  that  the  natives 
ufed  certain  beads  to  carry  their  burdens,  which  were 
the  fheep  of  that  country  \  he  even  made  the  repre- 
ientation  of  them  in  clay. 

When  Nunez  returned  to  Santa  Maria,  which  was 
about  the  middle  of  January,  he  judged,  with  great 
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appearance  of  reafon,  that  the  fignalferviceshe  had  per- 
formed, rendered  it  impofllble  for  the  minifters  to  deny- 
that  he  had  made  amends  for  any  indifcretions  into 
which  he  had  fallen.  He  therefore  refolved  to  fend  an- 
other agent  to  Spain  with  the  king's  money,  and  with 
more  confiderable  prefents  than  it  was  in  his  power  to 
fend  by  the  former  :  On  this  important  meffage  he 
fent  Pedro  Abolanchos,  a  perfon  of  capacity,  and 
what  was  ftill  of  greater  coniequence,  of  unfhaken 
integrity  and  fidelity. 

On  this  perfon's  arrival  at  court,  he  applied  him- 
felf  to  the  famous  bifhop  of  Burgos,  who  received 
his  letters  with  civility  -,  which  changed  into  the 
greater!  kindnefs  and  friendship,  upon  his  feeing  the 
pearls  and  gold  fent  him  by  Nunez :  for  thefe  fully 
convinced  him  of  his  innocence,  and  of  his  being  a 
good  and  faithful  officer.  He  therefore  took  great 
pains  to  vindicate  him  to  king  Ferdinand,  who  had 
hitherto  a  great  averfion  to  Nunez  de  Balboa  :  but 
the  favours  of  this  prelate  came  too  late  ;  for  he  him- 
felf  had  already  done  this  unhappy  man  fuch  an  in- 
jury, as  he  was  unable  to  repair.  It  was  a  maxim 
with  this  bifhop,  that  nothing  was  fo  dangerous,  as 
fuffering  the  great  men  who  made  difcoveries  in  Ame- 
rica to  perfect  them  ;  and  therefore,  as  loon  as  they 
had  opened  the  road  to  the  new  countries,  and  had 
overcome  the  flrft,  which  are  always  the  greater!  dif- 
ficulties, it  was  his  conftant  method  to  fend  fome  of 
his  own  creatures  to  reap  the  fruits  of  their  labours. 

Before  the  arrival  of  Nunez's  agent,  he  had  chofen 
Pedro  Arias  d'  Avila  governor  of  Caflillo  del  Oro ; 
whom  the  Spanifh  writers,  by  joining  his  two  flrft 
names,  commonly  called  Pedrarias.  He  was  a  man 
of  birth,  and  of  a  court  education-,  but  proud, 
haughty,  infincere,  barbarous  and  unjuft  \  cruel  be- 
yond expreflion  :  and  one  who  thought  the  only  com- 
penfation  that  could  be  made  for  leaving  his  native 
country,  was  his  raifing  a  vaft  fortune.  We  have  his 
character  drawn  to  the  life,  by  the  hand  of  the  hu- 
mane 
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mane'and  worthy  bifhop  of  Chiapa,  who  reprefents 
him  as  the  wickedefl  monfter  that  was  ever  fent  into 
thofe  parts, 

This  new  governor  failed  from  Spain,  on  the  12th 
of  April  1 5 1 4,  with  a  fleet  of  fifteen  fail ;  on  board 
of  which  were  2000  foldiers,  a  fryar,  John  de  Que- 
vedo,  who,  before  his  departure,  had  been  confe- 
crated  bimop  of  Darien  •,  with  many  other  perfons  in 
great  offices :  among  whom  was  Encifo,  the  mortal 
enemy  of  Nunez,  who  was  Pedrarias's  provoft  mar- 
fhal.  This  fleet  arrived  in  the  gulph  of  Uraba,  in 
the  latter  end  of  July,  and  from  thence  proceeded 
to  Santa  Maria,  where  the  commander  was  received 
with  all  imaginary  refpect  by  Nunez  de  Balboa. 

Pedrarias  was  very  much  Unprized  at  the  late  go- 
vernor's appearance,  and  at  the  (late  in  which  he 
found  the  colony.  There  was  indeed  a  very  itrong 
fort,  and  450  brave  fellows  to  defend  it  •,  but  Nunez's 
houie  confiited  but  of  three  rooms,  and  his  drefs  corre- 
iponded  with  his  dwelling  :  he  had  a  pair  of  canvafs 
drawers,  and  a  cotton  waiftcoat  over  his  fnirt,  and 
that  was  all.  His  diet  was  of  a  piece  with  the  reft ; 
for  a  joint  of  road  pork,  fome  greens  and  fruit,  were 
all  his  table  afforded  :  at  which  no  other  liquor  was 
drank  than  good  fpring  water.  Such  were  the  man- 
ners of  this  conqueror,  who  fared  no  better  than  the 
meaneft  of  his  foldiers  -9  but  there  was  no  murmur- 
ing, no  complaints  :  he  maintained  his  authority  by 
the  means  he  acquired  it,  that  is,  by  his  merit,  while 
his  foldiers  loved  and  feared  him  as  a  father.  His 
only  fault  was  his  ambition,  that  had  led  him  to  do 
fome  unwarrantable  things,  in  order  to  obtain  power; 
but  when  he  had  once  acquired  it,  none  ufed  it  bet- 
ter. His  accounts  were  clear-,  he  made  good  every 
point  he  had  written  to  Spain,  and  proved  that  he 
had  opened  a  paffage  to  the  South  Seas :  in  return 
for  which  good  fervices,  Pedrarias  committed  him 
dofe  prifoner  to  the  cuftocly  of  Encifc3  and  did  not 
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fet  him  at  liberty,    till  he  had  fined  him  in  above 
half  his  fortune. 

In  order  to  juftify  this  proceeding,  he  fent  over  a 
very  falfe  report  to  the  court  of  Spain,  expecting 
that  this  would  have  procured  him  authority  for  go- 
ing greater  lengths  -,  but  he  was  mirhken.  He  had 
brought  over  forne  honeft  men  with  him,  who  ven- 
tured to  fend  the  naked  truth  to  court,  and  it  met 
with  all  the  credit  it  deferved. 

In  anfwer  to  thefe  reprefentations,  Pedrarias  re- 
ceived frefn  advices  from  his  majefty,  in  which  the 
king  declared,  that  he  was  perfectly  fatisfied  with 
the  conduct  of  Nunez  de  Balboa,  and  had  created 
him  lord- lieu  tenant  of  the  countries  on  the  South  Seas : 
that  his  majefty  expected  that  the  governor  mould 
take  his  advice  ;  and  that  the  meafure  of  his  obedi- 
ence to  his  royal  orders  would  appear  from  the  re- 
fpecl  he  fhewed  to  Nunez  de  Balboa.  Pedrarias 
equally  difpleafed  and  difappointed,  took  care  to  con- 
ceal his  inftructions ;  and,  like  a  true  courtier,  re- 
iblved  in  appearance  to  conform  to  his  mailer's  or- 
ders, but  in  effect  to  difobey  them,  and  to  leave  no 
means  untried  to  procure  the  deftruction  of  the  man 
he  hated. 

In  order  to  lefTen  the  character  of  his  predecefTor 
and  to  raiie  his  own,  Pedrarias  fent  fever  al  of  his  of- 
ficers to  make  excurfions  into  the  country,  which  he 
thought  muft  produce  new  difcoveries,  as  indeed  they 
did  •,  but  thefe  were  neither  to  the  advantage  of  the 
colony,  nor  to  the  crown  of  Spain,  fince  they  only 
contributed  to  fhew  the  avarice  and  cruelty  of  the 
Spaniards  in  the  mod  glaring  light.  His  officers 
knew  that  the  only  method  to  obtain  his  favour  and 
protection  j  was  to  make  him  large  prefents,  and  to 
plunder  all  the  caciques  without  mercy  ;  fo  that  in  a 
few  months  time,  that  reputation  for  honefty  and 
kind  ufage,  which  Nunez  de  Balboa  had  been  at  fome 
pains  to  eftablifb,  was  entirely  loft,  and  a  war  be- 
tween 
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tween  them  and  the  natives  broke  out  afrefh.  with 
greater  fury  than  ever ;  fo  that  there  were  no  great 
hopes  of  his  making  -any  progrefs  :  which  when  he 
came  ferioufly  to  confider,  he  entered  upon  a  new 
fcheme  •,  and  by  the  afliftance  of  bifhop  Quevedo  be- 
came reconciled  to  Nunez,  who  very  fmcerely  applied 
himfelf  as  formerly  to  the  public  iervice,  and  that 
with  his  ufual  fuccefs. 

This,  however,  only  ferved  to  raife  the  envy  of 
Pedrarias,  even  though  he  had  prorrmed  to  give  Nu- 
nez his  daughter,  and  publickly  called  and  treated 
him  as  his  fon.  He  had  employed  him  in  railing  a 
town,  eftablifhingafort,  and  buildingfhipson  the  South 
Seas :  all  which,  with  incredible  labour  and  fatigue, 
he  at  length  accomplished  -,  and  this  added  to  the 
great  reputation  he  had  before  acquired.  Pedrarias 
feeing  this,  and  finding  that  mod  of  the  people  in 
this  government  were  inclined  to  remove,  and  fettle 
in  the  town  built  by  Nunez  de  Balboa,  as  foon  as  it 
iliould  be  rimmed  -,  refolved  no  longer  to  delay  re- 
moving out  of  the  way  a  man,  whole  fuperiority  be- 
came more  and  more  confpicuous.  For  this  purpofe  he 
fent  for  him  to  Santa  Maria,  and  commenced  a  frefh 
profecution  againft  him,  on  the  fame  pretences  for 
which  he  had  fined  him  before  -,  to  which  he  had 
added  another  very  extraordinary  accufation,  a  trea- 
fonable  intention  to  ufurp  the  king's  domain^founded 
upon  nothing  more  than  his  having  cut  down,  with- 
out the  governor's  licence,  forne  timber  for  erecting 
public  edifices  :  and  to  the  amazement  of  the  colony, 
and  the  terror  of  the  inhabitants,  he  upon  this  charge 
condemned  him  to  furfer  death  •,  and  actually  caufed 
this  unfortunate  gentleman  to  be  publickly  beheaded. 

Such  was  the  fate  of  Vafquez  Nunez  de  Balboa, 
who  in  the  429I  year  of  his  age  furfered  as  a  traitor 
for  having  ferved  his  prince  with  too  much  zeal  and 
fidelity.  This  happened  in  the  year  151 7,  and  in 
the  third  of  Pedrarias's  government.  The  royal  au- 
dience at  St.  Domingo,  however,  condemn' d  this 
2  action 
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a£tion  as  a  downright  murder ;  but  Pedrarias  does 
not  feem  to  have  been  ever  called  to  an  account  for 
it:  but  on  the  contrary  was  permitted  to  go  on  in 
the  fame  bafe  and  barbarous  track  for  many  years  to- 
gether. 

Having  thus,  at  the  expence  of  law  and  juflice, 
freed  himfelf  from  a  man  whom  he  at  once  both 
feared  and  hated,  Pedrarias  refolved  to  fettle  a  co- 
lony on  the  coaft  of  the  South  Seas,  though  that 
place,  from  the  heat  and  moifture  of  the  adjacent 
country,  was  very  unwholfome  ;  but  it  was  a  place 
commodious  for  trade,  and  very  convenient  for  form- 
ing new  difcoveries.  He  there  built  a  palace,  and 
made  it  the  feat  of  his  government ;  which  inducing 
others  to  chufe  it  for  the  place  of  their  refidence,  it 
foon  increafed  in  the  number  of  its  inhabitants,  and 
was  pretty  well  fortified. 

This  city,  which  received  the  name  of  Panama,  is 
but  of  fmall  circumference,  on  account  of  a  morafs 
that  inclofes  it  on  one  fide  ;  and  the  damps,  which 
arife  from  the  morafs,  render  the  place  fo  very  un- 
healthy, that  there  are  few  inhabitants,  except  trad- 
ers, who  generally  flay  there  no  longer  than  is  ne- 
cefTary  to  acquire  a  a  fuiEcient  fortune  to  enable  them 
to  leave  it.  The  rivers  in  its  neighbourhood  afford- 
ed great  quantities  of  gold  when  the  city  was  firft 
built ;  but  neither  wheat  nor  barley  grow  within  its 
neighbourhood :  however  it  is  fupplied  with  maize 
from  Peru.  Both  the  rivers  and  the  fea  abound  with 
fifh  j  and  near  the  houfes  along  the  coafb  are  vafl 
quantities  of  cockles,  on  which  account  the  Spaniards 
fuppofe  Pedrarias  chofe  this  fpot,  as  they  would  be 
fome  fupply  in  time  of  fcarcity.  In  the  rivers  of 
this  province  are  vafl  numbers  of  alligators  of  a 
monftrous  fize,  which  have  devoured  many  of  the 
Spaniards  and  Indians. 

But  to  return  •,  though  Pedrarias  had  a  flrong  de- 
fire  to  diflinguifh  himfelf  by  doing  fomething  great, 
yet  in  the  fpace  of  eight  or  nine  years  he  did  little 

or. 
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or  nothing ;  for  his  vices  defeated  his  fchenies,  and 
rendered  all  his  undertakings  abortive.  But  by  the 
grievous  extortions  he  committed  among  the  caciques 
who  had  fubmitted  to  the  Spaniards,  and  with  the 
gold  he  forced  from  them,  he  maintained  fo  great  an 
intereft  at  court  •,  that  notwithstanding  every  enter- 
prize  in  which  he  engaged  was  attended  with  lofc, 
yet  every  new- project  he  fent  over  was  approved  and 
applauded. 

This  was  the  more  extraordinary,  as  no  man  ever 
met  with  more  oppofition  than  he  did  :  for  on  the 
one  hand,  he  was  hated  to  the  laft  degree  by  the  In- 
dians ;  for  whofe  fake  the  bifhop  of  Chiapa  had  the 
humanity  to  go  in  perlbn  to  Madrid  to  foiicit  relief, 
The  Spaniih  officers,  who  were  uneafy  under  his  go- 
vernment, fent  home  a  true  reprefentation  of  his  con- 
duel;  which  was  fuch  as  would  have  ruined  the  for- 
tune of  any  other  man.  Befide  all  this,  he  was 
upon  very  bad  terms  with  the  royal  audience  at  St. 
Domingo  ;  which  was  then,  what  it  ftill  is,  the  fu- 
preme  tribunal  in  the  Weft  Indies ;  and  the  chief 
reafon  for  removing  the  feat  of  his  government  from 
Santa  Maria  to  Panama,  was  that  he  might  be  farther 
out  of  their  reach. 

However,  about  the  beginning  of  the  year  1526, 
the  court  of  Spain,  wearied  with  continual  complaints 
againft  him,  was  at  length  reiblved  to  fend  him  a 
■fuccefibr.  Pedrarias  was  informed' of  this  refolution ; 
and  as  he  knew  no  means  of.  avoiding  his  coming, 
and  was  very  loth  to  part  with  his  power,  he  began 
to  call  about  in  his  mind  where  to  find  another  eftab- 
lifhment.  There  was  only  one  expedition  under  any 
of  his  creatures  which  had  met  with  fuccefs  %  and 
that  was  the  conqueft  of  Nicaragua  by  Francis  Her- 
nandez, who  acted  under  his  licence ;  and  the  go- 
vernor had  alfo  been  at  fome  expence  in  fitting  Mm 
out.  He  refolved  therefore  to  retire  into  this  coun- 
try* in  order  to  fecure  it  for  himielf,  though  it  of 
4  right 
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right  belonged  to  him  who  had  iubdued  it ;  and  alfa 
to  avoid  delivering  up  his  province  to  his  fucceffor 
in  perfon,  for  fear  he  (hould  treat  him  as  he  himfelf 
had  done  Nunez.  One  would  have  imagined,  that 
when  his  affairs  were  in  fuch  a  fituation,  he  would 
have  abated  fomewhat  of  his  pride,  or  at  leaft  of  his 
cruelty :  but  whether  he  had  no  power  over  his  tem- 
per, or  knew  that  he  had  ftill  intereft  enough  at 
court  to  prevent  his  being  called  to  an  account  for 
murder,  he  committed  one  more  bafe  and  barbarous, 
if  pofllble,  than  that  of  Nunez  de  Balboa. 

On  his  entering  the  new  province,  he  pretended 
that  he  had  received  information  that  his  deputy  in- 
tended to  revolt ;  and  therefore  fent  for  him  to  an- 
fwer  to  the  charge.  Francis  Hernandez  came  with 
that  boldnefs  which  is  natural-  to  innocence  ;  but  Pe- 
dr arias  no  fooner  had  him  in  his  power,  than  he 
caufed  his  head  to  be  flruck  off;  alledging  that  there 
was  no  other  way  for  a  government  to  be  fafe  againfl 
perfons  in  power,  when  their  fidelity  was  once  fuf- 
pected.  Yet  as  black  and  heinous  as  this  fact  was, 
he  not  only  efcaped  being  called  to  an  account  for  it, 
but  was  confirmed  in  his  government  of  Nicaragua ; 
as  if  avarice,  injuftice  and  cruelty,  were  qualities 
chofen  by  the  court  of  Spain  in  perfons  appointed  to 
the  management  and  profecution  of  her  concerns  in 
America. 
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J  ASQUEZ  Nunez  de  Balboa  was  the  firft  Spa- 
niard who  formed  the  project  of  making  dis- 
coveries on  the  South  Sea  ;  and  the  deiire  of  wrefting 
the  execution  out  of  his  hands,  the  principal  motive 
that  induced  iedrarias  to  take  away  his  life.  But 
when  all  the  expeditions  undertaken  by  this  cruel 
monfter  had  failed,  three  perfons  in  the  year  1524 
offered  to  engage  jn  this  undertaking  at  their  own 
expence,  provided  they  might  be  allowed  fair  and 
equitable  terms.  To  this  propofal  Pedrarias  readily 
lattrned,  believing  that  he  ran  no  hazard  in  comply- 
ing with  their  reque ft,  fince  if  they  mifcarried  he 
fhould  lofe  nothing  ;  and  if  they  fucceeded,  he  hoped 
that  he  mould  be  able  to  fecure  to  himfeff  the  fruits 
of  their  enverprize. 

The  principal  of  thefe  three  perfons  was  Francis 
Pizarro,  a  native  of  Truxillo,  in  the  province  of  Ef- 
tremadura  in  Spin.  Some  of  the  Spaniib  writers 
fay,  he  was  a  nobleman  by  birth ;  while  others  main- 
tain, that  he  wjts  the  illegitimate  fon  of  Gonzalo  Pi- 
zarro, an  officer  at  Truxillo,  who  fuffered  him  to  be 
expofed  as  a  foundling  at  a  church-door.  However, 
being  difcoyered  to  be  the  father,  he  was  obliged  to 

fupport 
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fupport  him  •,  but  giving  him  no  manner  of  educa- 
tion, he  made  him  fpend  his  youth  in  the  moil 
fervile  offices,  particularly  in  keeping  his  hogs.  Young 
Pizarro,  however,  at  length  ran  away  from  the  herd ; 
and  entering  on  board  afhip,  bound  to  the  Weft  In- 
dies, he  diftinguifhed  himfelf  by  his  bold  and  enter- 
prifmg  difpofition  in  the  wars  of  Hifpaniola  and 
Cuba,  and  obtained  a  corn  million.  He  at  length 
failed  with  Ojeda  to  the  gulph  of  Darien,.  and  after- 
ward ferved  under  Nunez  de  Balboa  :  and  having 
acquired  a  handfome  fortune,  had,  on  the  firfb  build- 
ing of  Panama,  fettled  in  that  city  ;  where  he  feem- 
ed  difpofed  to'fpend  the  remainder  of  his  life  in  peace, 
till  the  third  of  gold  incited  him  to  engage  in  this 
undertaking,  and  afterward  prompted  him  to  com- 
mit actions  that  rendered  him  a  difgrace  to  human 
nature. 

The  fecond  of  thefe  adventurers  was  Diego  de  Al- 
magro,  who  took  his  name  from  the  place  of  his 
birth  :  for  his  origin  was  fo  obfcure,  that  no  hiftorian 
has  been  able  to  difcover  who  v/as  his  father. 

The  third  was  Ferdinando  de  Luques,  or  as  he  is 
fometimes  called  de  JLugne  ;  who,  as  well  as  both  the 
former,  was  advanced  in  years.  This  man,  who  was 
a  prieft,  had  much  the  largeft  fortune  :  he  was  pro- 
prietor of  the  iiland  Tabago,  had  a  good  eftate  be- 
fide,  and  a  con  fide Table  fum  in  ready  money. 

This  aflbciation  made  much  noife,  as  nothing  could 
be  more  fmgular  than  for  three  private  men  to  raife 
a  joint  flock  for  conquering  a  great  empire ;  and, 
like  other  projects,  was  treated  as  a  wild  and  vifion- 
ary  fcheme,  that  would  infallibly  end  in  the  ruin  of 
the  projectors.  But  without  regarding  the  opinions 
of  the  world,  they  foiemnly  promlfed  each  other, 
that  no  dangers  or  difappoin t men ts  mould  make  them 
lay  afide  their  enterprise  ;  and  that  they  would  mc.ke 
an  equal  diviiion  of  the  wealth  they  mould  acquire, 
after  having  firft  deducted  the  emperor's  dues  and  all 
cxpences.  To  each  of  them  was  ahlgned  a  particu- 
lar 
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lar  part  in  the  conqueft  of  Peru  :  Francis  Pizarro  was 
to  command  the  party  that  went  upon  the  difcovery  % 
Almagro  was  to  carry  him  recruits,  and  to  reinforce 
him  from  time  to  time  ;  and  Ferdinand  de  Luques 
was  to  ftay  at  Panama,  to  provide  ammunition  and 
provifions  for  the  ufe  of  thofe  engaged  in  the  expe- 
dition. 

Thefe  articles  being  agreed  upon,  they  repaired 
folemniy  to  high  mats,  which  was  celebrated  by  the 
pried  Ferdinando  de  Luques  ;  who  having  broke  the 
wafer  into  three  pieces,  took  the  firfb  himfelf,  and 
gave  the  others  to  his  companions,  as  a  token  that 
they  would  purfue  their  prefent  project  with  no  lefs 
eagerneis,  than  if  their  eternal  happinefs  depended 
upon  it.  They  took  care  to  make  the  beft  inquiries 
they  could  into  the  caufcs  of  all  former  mifcarriages, 
in  order  the  better  to  avoid  them ;  and  were  very 
affiduous  in  finding  out  perfons  who  had  been  em- 
ployed in  the  preceding  expeditions,  that  they  might 
reap  the  benefit  of  their  experience. 

About  the  middle  of  November  1524,  Pizarro 
embarked  in  a  new  fhip  with  114  men,  officers  in- 
cluded, and  proceeded  to  the  ifland  of  Tabago,  about 
five  leagues  diftant  from  Panama ;  whence  he  fail- 
ed to  the  Pearl  Iflands  in  the  midft  of  the  bay, 
where  he  took  in  wood  and  water,  with  hay  for  four 
horfes  he  had  on  board.  He  then  proceeding  100 
leagues  to  the  fouthward,  landed  at  Port  Pinas,  upon 
the  continent,  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  bay  of  Panama. 
Here  he  endeavoured  to  penetrate  into  the  country ; 
but  the  people  having  fled  from  their  habitations, 
and  meeting  with  nothing  but  bogs  and  mountains, 
without  any  profpecl:  of  provifions,  he  proceeded  far- 
ther down  the  coaft ;  but  finding  there  the  fame  in- 
conveniences, and  perceiving  the  rainy  feafon  coming 
on,  and  that  many  of  his  men  died  by  ficknefs,  fa- 
tigue, and  want  of  provifions,  he  fent  the  fhip  to  the 
lile  of  L  earls,  to  procure  frefh  fupplies. 

Mean 
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Mean  while  Pizarro  was  joined  by  Almagro  v/ith 
two  mips  and  60  recruits,  when  notwithstanding 
the  unhealthinefs  of  the  climate  they  continued  on 
the  coaft,  and  had  many  fkirmifhes  with  the  natives ; 
in  one  of  which  Almagro  loft  an  eye  :  but  happening 
in  fome  of  thefe  excurfions  to  meet  with  gold  to  the 
value  of  14  or  15000  crowns,  they  refolved,  in  fpite 
of  all  the  hazards  and  difficulties  they  encountered, 
to  proceed  on  the  enterprize.  To  this  they  were 
encouraged  by  their  pilot,  who*  while  they  were  on 
fhore,  had  run  down  as  far  as  Cape  PalTare,  under 
the  equator,  where  he  feized  fome  prifoners,  who 
made  him  fenfible  that  the  treafures  of  Peru  greatly 
furpaifed  whatever  had  been  reported  of  them. 

When  the  pilot  returned  with  this  agreeable  news, 
he  found  Pizarro  greatly  reduced  ;  his  money  being 
exhaufted,  his  men  fick,  and  Almagro  gone  to  Pa- 
nama with  the  gold  they  had  taken,  to  procure  ano- 
ther reinforcement  of  troops  and  provifions. 

Almagro  raifed  40  recruits,  and  having  purchafed 
fome  hcrfes,  arms,  clothes,  provifions  and  medicines, 
returned  to  Pizarro,  where  the  greater!:  part  of  his 
men  being  fick  or  dead,  they  removed  from  that  un- 
healthy part  of  the  continent  to  the  ifland  of  Gallo. 
Having  {laid  about  15  days  here,  they  ran  Hill  fur- 
ther to  the  fouthward  ;  but  found  the  weather  conti- 
nue fo  bad,  and  the  country  fo  much  under  water, 
that  Pizarro  himfelf  began  to  defpair  of  fuccefs  ;  and 
fo  hot  was  the  difpute  about  continuing  the  enter- 
prife,  that  the  two  commanders  were  on  the  point  of 
drawing  their  f words :  but  at  length  it  was  agreed, 
that  they  fhould  return  to  the  ifland  of  Gallo,  where 
Pizarro  was  to  remain  with  his  men,  till  Almagro 
went  to  Panama  for  recruits.  Many  of  the  foldiers 
defired  to  go  with  him  ;  but  this  was  ablblutely  re- 
fufed  :  and  as  feveral  of  the  foldiers  had  threatened 
to  complain  to  the  governor,  that  fending  them  on 
this  expedition  was  devoting  them   to  deftruclion, 
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great  care  was  taken  to  prevent  their  fending  any 
letters.  However,  one  of  them  found  means  to  fend 
a  paper  fubfcribed  by  moil  of  them,  reprefenting 
their  hardfhips,  and  defiring  to  be  recalled  *  which 
was  fo  artfully  inclofed  in  a  bottom  of  cotton  yarn, 
that  it  efcaped  the  vigilance  of  the  officers,  and  came 
fafely  to  the  hands  of  the  new  governor,  (for  Pedra- 
rias  was  now  removed  from  his  government,  and 
was  fucceeded  by  Pedro  los  Rios)  who  was  fo  far  from 
fuffering  Almagro  to  raife  more  recruits,  that  he  fent 
a  fhip  with  a  commhTary  to  the  ifland  of  Gallo  to 
bring  back  all  the  men  who  furvived. 

The  arrival  of  this  fhip  greatly  mortified  Pizarro, 
who  intreated  the  commhTary  to  allow  fuch  of  the 
men  to  flay  with  him  as  voluntarily  chofe  it ;  which 
being  granted,  he  drew  a  line  with  the  point  of  his 
fword,  and  haranguing  his  men,  told  them  they  were 
all  at  liberty,  if  they  thought  fit,  to  return  to  Pana- 
ma :  but  he  was  grieved  at  the  thought  of  their  now 
abandoning  fo  glorious  a  profpect,  when  they  were 
on  the  point  of  reaping  the  reward  of  all  their  Of- 
ferings, That  for  his  part,  he  would  perifh  in  the 
glorious  undertaking  rather  than  defert  it ;  and  thofe 
who  voluntarily  flaid,  fhould  fhare  with  him  the  trea- 
fures  which  fell  into  his  hands.  He  then  defired 
thofe  who  were  willing  to  proceed,  to  come  over  the 
Jine  he  had  drawn.  But  fo  great  were  the  fufferings 
of  thefe  poor  people,  that  only  thirteen  men  and 
a  mulatto  came  over,  while  the  reft  embarking  with 
the  commifTary  returned  to  Panama. 

Pizarro's  affairs  were  now  in  a  moft  wretched  fitu- 
ation  ;  for  he  was  not  only  deprived  of  the  hopes  of 
performing  any  thing  remarkable  at  prefent,  but  had 
a  very  indifferent  profpe£l  with  refpedt  to  futurity*  In. 
this  diftrefs,  which  he  concealed  in  his  own  breafl* 
he  retired  with  a  few  daring  fellows,  who  refolved  to 
follow  his  defperate  fortune,  to  the  ifland  of  Gorgona 
for  a  fupply  of  water,  and  flaid  there  till  he  was 
joined  by  Almagro  with  a  few  volunteers,   whom 
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he  had  with  fome  difficulty  perfuaded  to  engage  in  this 
expedition. 

With  thefe  men  they  left  Gorgona,  and  failed  along 
the  coaft  till  they  found  themfeives  in  3,0°  fouth  la- 
titude, having  fpent  about  two  years  in  a  voyage 
which,  now  the  current  and  trade-winds  are  known* 
is  performed  in  as  many  weeks.  In  this  paifagey 
however,  they  took  feveral  Indian  veffels  of  con- 
fiderable  valuer  and  obtained  fuch  intelligence  of  the 
wealth  of  the  coaft,  that  Pizarro  refolved  to  fend  Pe- 
dro de  Candiay  a  man  of  good  fenfe  and  agreeable 
addrefs,  to  penetrate  as  far  as  he  could  into  Tumbez, 
in  order  to  learn  whether  the  informations  he  had  re- 
ceived were  time, 

Pedro  rendered  himfelf  agreeable  to  the  Indians, 
and  by  his  good  conduct  was  enabled  to  execute  hi* 
commiffion  in  the  compleateft  manner.  He  returned 
fafe  to  Pizarro  ;  afTured  him  that  the  country  exceeded 
all  imagination  -,  that  the  wealth  and  fplendour  of  the 
people,  and  the  grandeur  of  their  public  edifices  were 
incredible;  and  that  great  art  and  fkill were. viable  in 
thefe  ftruct.uresr  which  were  fo  rich,  that  the  very 
walls  were  covered  with  gold  and  filvei*. 

Upon  this  report  Pizarro  called  a  council  of  his 
people  ;  when,  after  much  deliberation,  it  was  re- 
folved to  return  to  Panama,  where  being  enabled  to 
give  an  account  of  the  prodigious  advantages  to  be 
reaped  from  an  expedition  made  in  a  proper  manner 
to  Peru,,  it  was  to  be  hoped  they  mould  find  people 
who  were  willing  to  embark  in  fuch  an  advantageous 
Undertaking,  and  obtain  fuch  fupplies-  as  would  infure 
their  fuccefs, 

However,  failing  a  few  leagues  farther  along  the 
coaft,  they  made  Payta,  to  which  Pizarro  gave  the 
name  of  Santa  Cruz  -,  and  find ing  this  one  of  the  beft 
harbours  they  had  obferved  on  the  coaft  of  Peru,  they 
caft  anchor  \  and  going  afhore,  found  the  natives  ex- 
tremely civil  $  and  willing  to  take  the  trifles  they  had 
to  give  rfiem*  in  exchange  for  provifions.      They 

weighed 
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weighed  from  this  place,  leaving  a  Spaniard  named 
Alphonfo  de  Molina,  who  had  feparated  from  them 
on  more ;  but  who  foon  after  returning,  came  on  board 
in  one  of  the  floats  of  that  country,  and  told  them 
that  he  had  been  entertained  with  great  civility  by  a 
woman  of  diftinction,  who  was  very  defirous  of  feeing 
the  fhip.  Soon  after  the  fame  woman  lent  other  floats 
to  pilot  them  into  a  fafe  part  of  the  harbour  y  upon 
which  Pizarro  fent  Molina,  with  three  other  gentle- 
men, to  invite  this  Peruvian  lady  on  board ;  and  me 
coming,  he  treated  her  in  the  moil  elegant  manner  his 
circumftances  would  admit.  In  return  fhe  invited 
Pizarro  on  more  ;  and  the  next  morning,  at  his  land- 
ing, received  him  with  a  great  retinue,  and  conducted 
him  and  his  attendants  to  an  arbour  y  where  fhe  en- 
tertained him  at  dinner,  and  afterward  with  feveral 
Indian  diverfions. 

The  Spaniards  returning  on  board,  failed  back  for 
Panama,  where  he  arrived  toward  the  end  of  the  year 
1527,  with  feveral  large  pieces  of  gold,  three  Indian, 
boys  whom  he  intended  to  educate  for  interpreters, 
and  fome  Peruvian  iheep.  Thofe  who  had  before 
ridiculed  this  expedition  as  abfurd  and  ruinous,  now 
eonfeiled  their  error,  and  were  defirous  of  partaking 
of  its  advantages  :  but  Pizarro  being  oppofed  by  the 
governor,  who  refufed  to  allow  his  levying  more 
men,  and  finding  it  neceffary  that  he  motile!  be 
fupported  by  an  authority  fuperior  to  his  own  ;  he, 
with  the  confent  of  his  partners,  embarked  for  Old 
Spain  to  folicit  the  emperors,  protection,  and  fuch 
powers  as  were  neceffary  for  the  profecution  of  their 
fchemes. 

Arriving  without  any  remarkable  accident  at  Se- 
ville, Pizarro  proceeded  to  the  court  of  the  emperor 
Charles  V.  where  he  met  with  a  very  gracious  re- 
ception, on  his  prefenting  his  majefty  with  fome  Pe- 
ruvians in  their  proper  habits,  feveral  gold  and  lilver 
veflels  of  the  fafhion  of  the  country,  and  two  or  three 
Peruvian  iheep,     The  emperor  took  great  pleafure 
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in  hearing  him  relate  the  difficulties  he  had  met  with 
in  his  fearch  for  Peru,  and  referred  him  to  the  council 
of  the  Indies ;  who  ordered  him  to  proceed  in  the. 
conqueft  of  that  empire,  as  far  as  200  leagues  to  the 
fouthward  of  Tumbez,  which  is  at  the  bottom  of  the 
bay  of  Guiaquil.  He  alfo  obtained  the  titles  of  go- 
vernor and  captain-general,  with  the  offices  of  ade- 
lantado,  or  lieutenant,  and  of  alguazil-major  or  chief 
juftice  of  Peru.  This  was  directly  contrary  to  his 
agreement  with  his  partners  *,  he  having  promifed  to 
obtain  the  fecond  of  thefe  titles  for  Almagro,  and  the 
laft  for  his  pilot,  who  had  ferved  him  with  great  fi- 
delity and  (kill.  However,  he  obtained  for  Ferdi- 
nando  de  Luques  the  title  of  protector- general  of  the 
Peruvians^  with  the  emperor's  promife  of  recommend- 
ing him  to  the  Pope,  to  be  made  bifhop  of  Tumbez  ; 
of  which  place  Almagro  was  however  nominated  go- 
vernor, with  the  title  of  Don  ,  his  baftard  fon  was  le- 
gitimated y  befide,  of  the  13  men  who  remained  with 
Pizarro  in  his  diftrefs  on  the  ifland  of  Gallo,  thofe 
who  were  gentlemen,  had  the  honour  of  knighthood, 
and  fuch  as  were  not,  were  raifed  to  the  rank  of  gentle- 
men. Thefe  commiflions  were  granted  at  Toledo  on 
the  26th  of  July  1528  ;  and  fix  Dominican  friars  were 
ordered  to  go  over  with  Pizarro,  as  miflionaries  to 
affift  in  the  converfion  of  the  Peruvians  :  but  though 
the  emperor  hoped  to  obtain  confiderable  advantages 
from  this  expedition,  he  did  not  advance  a  fingle 
piece  of  money  for  the  fervice. 

Pizarro  having  thus  fettled  the  affairs  which  brought 
him  to  Spain,  paid  a  vifit  to  Truxillo,  the  place  of 
his  birth,  where  he  found  that  his  father  had  been 
many  years  married  to  a  woman  of  a  good  family,  and 
had  three  fons  grown  up  to  a  man's  eftate,  Ferdinand, 
Gonzalo,  and  Juan ;  and  that  his  mother  had  been 
married  to  a  farmer,  by  whom  me  had  a  fon  named 
Francis  Martin  de  Alcantara  :  thefe  entered  into  his 
fervice,  and  being  greatly  beloved  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, made  great  difpatch  in  providing  whatever  he 

wanted. 
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wanted.  He  embarked  with  them  at  Seville  in  the 
month  of  January  1530,  and  fafely  arrived  at  Nombre 
de  Dios,  on  the  coaft  of  Terra  Firma,  from  whence 
he  marched  with  his  people  over  land  to  the  city  of 
Panama  -,  where  Almagro  was  fo  difgufted  at  his  hav- 
ing engroffed  all  the  honour  and  authority  to  himfelf, 
that  he  refufed  to  affift  him  in  the  intended  expedi- 
tion, till  Pizarro  promifed  to  relinquifh  the  title  of 
adelantado,  and  to  give  him  an  equal  fhare  in  what- 
ever they  fhould  acquire.  Upon  which  conceffions, 
Almagro  agreed  to  afTift  him  as  formerly  ;  but  though 
he,  for  the  prefent,  fmothered  his  refentment,  he  never 
heartily  forgave  him. 

Three  mips  being  prepared  at  Panama,  on  board 
of  which  were  125  foldiers,  %y  horfes,  with  arms^ 
ammunition,  and  ftores,  Pizarro  fet  fail  from  thence  1 
but  meeting  with  contrary  winds,  he  found  it  im- 
potable to  keep  thefea,  with  his  horfes  on  board,  and 
therefore  came  to  an  anchor  above  100  leagues  to  the 
northward  of  Tumbez,  at  a  place  which  he  called  St. 
Matthew's  yBay.  He  had  here  the  inhumanity  to 
attack  the  natives  without  the  lead  provocation,  and 
to  make  many  of  them  prifoners,  when  the  reft  flying 
up  into  the  country,  he  plundered  their  towns,  in 
which  he  found  immenfe  treafures :  for  thefe  people 
being  honed  themfelves  had  no  fufpicion  of  the  Spa- 
niards, and  therefore  took  no  care  of  hiding  any  thing 
from  them. 

By  this  cruel  conduct  Pizarro  foon  became  diftrelTed 
for  want  of  provifion,  and  lofing  many  of  his  men  by 
ficknefs  and  hardfhips,  he  too  late  perceived  his 
error,  in  not  courting  the  friendship  of  the  natives: 
and  being  in  no  condition  to  make  a  conqueft  of  Peru 
with  the  forces  he  had  left,  fent  back  his  fhips  to 
Panama  to  raife  more  recruits.  He  alfo  fent  to  the 
fame  place  30,000  pefoes  in  gold,  with  a  great  num- 
ber of  emeralds. 

In  the  mean  time  Almagro  fending  Pizarro  a  con- 
iiderable  reinforcement  from  Panama,  and  Ferdinand 
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de  Soto,  and  other  adventurers,  alfo  arriving  with 
troops  from  Nicaragua,  he  thought  himfelf  in  a  con- 
dition to  carry  on  the  war  upon  the  continent ;  efpe- 
cially  as  he  had  fome  reafon  to  expect,  that  he  mould 
be  Supported  by  the  Tumbezenes.  Accordingly, 
having  provided  a  fufficient  number  of  floats,  he 
tranfported  his  troops  .to  Tumbez ;  but  loft  fome  of 
his  men  on  his  landing,  fome  floats  being  overfet  by 
the  furf  which  beat  upon  the  Ihore  \  and  to  his  great 
furprize,  feveral  of  his  people  were  attacked  and  cut 
Off  by  his  fuppofed  friends. 

The  Spanilh  writers  have  given  different  reafons 
for  this  behaviour  in  the  Tumbezenes  :  But  whatever 
were  the  motives  of  their  oppofing  the  defcent  of  thefe 
ftrangers,  they  were  thrown  into  fuch  confufion  by 
the  Spanilh  horfe  and  artillery,  that  they  fled  as  the 
Spaniards  advanced  ;  and  after  feveral  thoufands  of 
them  had  been  flaughtered,  were  forced  to  abandon 
not  only  the  city  and  caftle,  but  even  the  whole  valley 
of  Tumbez,  and  to  leave  behind  them  all  their  gold 
and  filver,  and  other  rich  fpoils  which  lay  heaped  up 
in  the  temple  of  the  fun  and  the  inca's  palace.  Thefe 
were  of  fuch  immenfe  value,  that  the  Spaniards  could 
fcarcely  believe  their  eyes,  on  their  finding  them  fo 
fuddenly  in  their  pofTeffion  :  and  fo  great  was  the  con- 
firmation of  the  inca  Atabaliba  and  his  whole  court, 
when  the  fugitives  related  the  (laughter  made  by  the 
thunderers,  and  the  impoffibility  of  efcaping  the  Spa- 
nilh horfes  ;  that  they  concluded,  if  the  Spaniards 
were  not  gods,  as  they  at  firft  conjectured,  they 
were  certainly  devils  -,  and  that  it  was  impoffible  for 
any  human  force  to  oppofe  them. 

Pizarro  foon  received  intelligence  of  the  terror  he 
had  fpread  through  the  inca's  court,  of  which  he  re- 
folved  to  take  advantage  as  foon  as  pofiible.  He, 
however,  thought  proper  to  defer  his  march,  till  he 
had  erected  a  flight  fortrefs,  that  rnight  ferve  him  as  a 
place  of  retreat  and  fecurity,  and  in  which  the  re- 
cruits he  expected  might  be  quartered.  He  accord- 
ingly built  one  upon  the  fea-coaft3  and  gave  it  the 

name 
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name  of  St.  Michael ;  this  was  performed  in  the  year 
153/,  and  was  the  firft  Spaniih  colony  planted  ia 
Peru. 

By  this  eftabli  foment  he  plainly  difcovered  his  in* 
tention  to  remain  in  the  country,  which  it  was  evident 
he  could  not  do  but  by  force  •,  and  therefore  the  news 
of  his  erecling  a  fortified  town,  and  compelling  the 
Indians  who  lived  near  it  to  obey  not  only  him,  but 
the  meaneft  of  the  Spaniards,  loon  fpread  through 
the  whole  empire,  and  engaged  the  two  brothers, 
who  were  contending  for  the  throne,  to  turn  their  eyes 
upon  thofe  who  might  foon  have  the  empire  at  their 
difpofal.  As  the  di1p.ur.es  between  thefe  two  brothers 
proved  the  chief  caufe  that  brought  this  great  empire 
under  fubjecrion  to  the  Spaniards,  fame  account  of 
the  affairs  of  Peru  is  previoufly  neceiTary  to  render  the 
tranfa&ions  of  the  Spaniards  intelligible  z  the  latter 
feeing  infeparable  from  the  former. 

The  inca  or  emperor  Guayanacapa  was  a  prince 
who  diftinguifhed  himfelf  by  his  many  virtues ;  but 
feeing  ambitious,    and   generally  fuccefsful   in    war, 
made  feveral  confiderable  additions  to  his  dominions, 
and  in  particular  fubdued  the  province  of  Quito.    Te 
confirm  his  high  title  to  this  province,  he  married  the 
daughter  of  the  late  fovereign,  and  by  her  had  a  fon 
called  Atahualpa  or  Atabaliba,  to  whom  at  his  death 
he  bequeathed  the  crown  of  Quito,  on  account  of  its 
being  independent  of  the  dominions  of  the  incas,  and 
its  defcending  to  him  in  right  of  his  mother.     But 
Huefcar,  Guayanacapa's  eldeft  fon,  who  fucceeded  to 
his  father's  hereditary  dominions,  infilled  upon  Ata- 
baliba's  furrendering  the  kingdom  of  Quito,    pror 
mifing,  in  return,  to  give  him  a  fhare  of  his  father's 
treafures,  and  to  affign  him  lands  for  his  fubfiitence* 
Atabaliba  refufed  to  confent  to  this  propofal ;    but 
offered  to  pay  homage  to  his  brother  Huefcar  for  the 
crown. 

Both  parties  had  recourfe  to  arms  in  confequence 
of  thisdifpute;   and  a  general  engagement  enfued 
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which  lafted  for  three  days,  and  was  as  bloody  as  it 
was  obftinate.  At  length  the  forces  of  Atabaliba 
were  defeated,  and  he  himfelf  taken  prifoner  -,  but 
while  the  guards  were  bufy  with  in  the  rejoicings  and 
feftivals  which  followed  the  vi&ory,  he  found  means 
to  break  a  hole  through  the  wall  of  the  houfe  where- 
in he  was  confined,  by  which  he  made  his  efcape ;  and 
returned  to  his  own  fubje&s,  whom  he  found  dif- 
pirited  by  their  laft  defeat.  He,  however,  foon  re- 
vived their  courage,  by  alluring  them  that  his  father 
had  appeared  to  him  in  prifon,  and  by  changing  him 
into  a  ferpent,  had  given  him  an  opportunity  of  Aiding 
through  a  little  hole  in  the  wall. 

This  ftory  inftantly  fpread  through  the  whole  em- 
pire :  The  people  in  general  took  up  arms  in  his  de- 
fence, and  he  had  foon  a  much  larger  body  of  forces 
than  ever.  He  now  defeated  two  or  three  armies 
that  oppofed  him,  levelled  with  the  ground  the  place 
where  he  had  been  imprifoned  ;  and  on  his  arrival  at 
Tumbe2  attempted  to  make  himfelf  mafter  of  the 
ifland  of  Puna,  but  without  fuccefs :  when,  leaving 
that  ifland,  he  marched  with  all  his  forces  to  give 
Huefcar  battle,  who  was  advancing  toward  him  with 
a  prodigious  army.  Atabaliba  hearing  of  his  ap- 
proach, fent  two  of  his  beft  officers  with  3  or  4000 
light  armed  troops  to  obferve  his  brother's  ftrength ; 
who,  on  their  drawing  near  to  Huefcar's  camp,  ftruck 
out  of  the  high  road  to  avoid  being  difcovered.  Hu- 
efcar, at  this  very  inftant,  with  lome  of  his  chief 
courtiers  and  principal  officers,  had  retired  into  the 
fame  bye  road  to  fhun  the  noife  and  buftle  of  his 
army  5  when  Atabaljba's  men  obferving  the  royal 
ftandard,  laid  hold  of  this  opportunity  of  putting  a 
fpeedy  end  to  the  war ;  and  immediately  attacking 
Huefcar,  defeated  his  guards  and  made  him  prifoner. 

Thefe  vi&ors  were,  however,  foon  in  as  much 
danger  as  the  vanquifhed  \  for  Huefcar's  army  being 
Informed  of  what  had  parTed,  furrounded  this  handful 
of  men,  and  threatened  to  cut  them  inftantly  in  pieces. 

In 
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In  this  extremity  they  told  Huefcar,  that  if  he  did 
not  immediately  order  his  army  to  retire,  they  would 
cut  off  his  head,  after  which  they  were  determined  to 
die  upon  the  fpot.  At  the  fame  time  they  obferved, 
that  he  need  be  under  no  apprehenfion  from  his  con- 
finement, fmce  all  Atabaliba  required,  was  the  per- 
miffion  to  enjoy  his  own  kingdom  of  Quito,  which 
being  fecured  to  him,  he  was  too  generous  to  detain 
him.  On  this  Huefcar  ordered  his  principal  officers 
to  draw  off  their  forces  to  Cuzco,  where  the  incas 
kept  their  court  j  and  this  command  was  immediately 
obeyed. 

When  Pizarro  entered  Peru,  things  were  in  the  li- 
tuation  above  defcribed.  He  was  firfl  folicited  to 
affift  Huefcar ;  but  anfwered  in  general  terms  that  he 
was  on  his  march  to  affift  the  diftreffed,  and  fee  jufticc 
impartially  adminiilred.  He  was  afterwards  honoured 
with  a  folemn  embaffy  from  Atabaliba,  to  defire  his 
alliance  and  friendfhip.  Upon  which  he  immediately 
refolved  to  vifit  that  prince  at  Caxamalca,  where  hp 
then  was. 

The  Spaniards  were  foon  after  met  by  other  am- 
baffadors,  who  came  to  compliment  Pizarro,  and  to 
prefent  him,  in  the  name  of  the  inca,  with  a  pair  of 
gold  bufkins  richly  ornamented,  and  bracelets  of  the 
fame  metal,  fet  with  emeralds,  which  he  was  deiired 
to  put  on,  at  his  obtaining  an  audience  of  Atabaliba  ; 
who  by  ieeing  his  own  prefents,  would  eaiily  know 
him.     Thefe  ambaffadors  alfo  made  him  feveral  other 
valuable  prefents,  and  brought  with  them  great  plenty 
of  provifions,  which  were  much  wanted  by  the  army. 
The  chief  perfonage  of  this  embaffy  was  of  the  race 
of  the  incas,  and  behaved  with  great  politenefs  ♦,  which 
the  Spaniards  attributed  to  fear,  in  which  they  were 
certainly  right,  though  they  did  not  Hand  in  awe  of 
them  fo  much  on  account  of  their  arms,  as  from  a  re- 
ligious motive  ;  for  they  fuperfiitioufly  imagined  that 
the  Spaniards  were  the  defendants  of  the  futt.     I    ■  7 
had  an  old  tradition,  which  had  been  univerfajly  re- 
ceived* 
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ceived,  that  the  elder  fon  of  one  of  their  incas,  who 
had  lived  many  ages  before,  had  feen  a  ftrange  kind 
of  phantom  who  called  himfelf  Virachoca,  or  offspring 
of  the  fun.  His  drefs  and  appearance  were  intirely 
different  from  that  of  the  Peruvians,  who  have  no 
beard,  and  whofe  cloaths  reach  no  lower  than  their 
knees  ;  but  this  phantom  had  a  long  beard,  a  garment 
of  a  very  unufual  make,  which  reached  down  to  his 
fcet9  and  he  led  in  his  hand  an  animal  that  was  ab- 
folutely  unknown  to  the  young  prince.  This  fable 
was  {o  univerfally  believed,  and  fo  firmly  rooted  in 
the  minds  of  the  Peruvians,  that  they  no  fooner  faw 
a  Spaniard  with  a  beard,  his  legs  covered,  and  hold- 
ing his  horfe  by  the  bridle,  than  they  cried  out,  See9 
there  is  the  inca  Virachoca^  or  the  fon  of  the  fun.  This 
opinion,  joined  to  the  diffenfions  between  the  two 
brothers,  greatly  facilitated  Pizarro's  conquefts. 

The  Spaniards  on  their  arrival  at  Caxamalca,  found 
that  Atabaliba  had  retired  to  a  place  at  a  fmall  dit 
tance.  Upon  which  the  general  fent  his  brother  Fer- 
dinand Pizarro  and  Ferdinand  Soto  in  quality  of  am- 
baiTadors. 

They  were  received  with  very  great  ceremony,  and 
Immediately  introduced  into  the  royal  prefence,  which 
ftruck  the  Spaniards  with  joy  and  reverence  ;  for  not 
only  the  inca,  but  all  who  were  with  him,  glittered 
with  gold  and  jewels. 

When  the  Spaniards  approached  Atabaliba,  who 
was  feated  in  a  chair  of  marly  gold,  they  faluted  him 
in  the  Spanifh  fafhion,  with  which  appearing  well 
pleafed,  he  arofe  and  embraced  them  :  and  a  golden 
chair  being  brought  for  each,  they  fat  and  were  ferved 
by  two  beautiful  princeiTeSj  in  veffels  of  gold  fet  with 
emeralds.  They  had  afterward  a  collation  of  fruit, 
which  being  over,  Ferdinand  Pizarro,  by  means  of  a 
wretched  interpreter  brought  from  Puna,  made  a  long 
fpeech,  in  which  he  told  the  inca,  that  Francis  Pi- 
zarro, a  famous  general,  was  come  as  ambaffador  from 
the  high  prieft  of  the  Chriftian  church,   and  from 
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Charles  V.  the  mod:  potent  emperor  upon  earth,  to 
deliver  him  and  his  fubjecls  from  the  tyranny  of  the 
devil,  and  to  point  out  to  him  the  right  road  to 
heaven.  To  this  the  inca,  they  fuppofed,  made  a 
pathetic  reply,  as  he  drew  tears  from  the  eyes  of  thofe 
who  underload  him  ;  and  he  concluded  with  telling 
them,  that  he  would  come  the  following  day  to  hold 
a  perfonal  conference  with  their  general.  They  could 
collect  but  little  from  his  difcourfe,  and  from  the  ab- 
furd  manner,  in  which  their  interpreter  explained 
what  the  inca  had  faid,  they  had  reafon  to  believe  that 
}ie  had  received  a  very  imperfect  explanation  of  Fer- 
dinand Pizarro's  oration. 

Being  informed  of  this  intended  vifit,  Pizarro  di- 
vided his  cavalry,  which  amounted  to  60  men,  into 
three  troops  of  20  each,  and  polled  them  behind  an 
old  wall,  that  their  fudden  appearance  might  have  the 
greater  effect  •,  and  having  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of 
his  infantry,  which  amounted  to  only  100  men,  waited 
for  the  coming  of  Atabaliba,  who  advanced  in  re? 
gular  order  with  his  army,  which  was  divided  into 
four  battalions  confiding;  of  8000  men  each;  and  as 
foon  as  they  drew  near,  the  inca  addreffmg  himfelf  to 
his  officers,  faid,  "  Thefe  people  are  meffengers  of 
"  the  gods,  let  us  be  {een  to  do  nothing  to  offend 
^  them  ;  but  on  the  contrary  ufe  our  utmoft  endea- 
**  vours  to  gain  them  by  civilities." 

As  he  approached,  father  Vincent  de  Valverda  ad- 
vanced from  the  Spaniards,  carrying  in  one  hand  a 
crofs,  and  in  the  other  his  breviary.  At  his  appear- 
ance, the  inca  feemed  much  furprifed,  but  received 
him  with  great  refpect,  and  ordered  a  chair  for  him, 
when  the  father  began  a  long  difcourfe  which  was 
tranflated  by  the  above  wretched  interpreter,  while 
the  inca  liftened  very  attentively  to  his  harangue,  in 
which  he  gave  an  account  of  the  myfteries  of  the 
Chriftian  faith,  the  power  of  the  pope,  St.  Peter's 
fucceffor,  and  the  univerfal  monarchy  of  the  emperor 
pharles  V.  to  which  it  was  neceffary   that  the  inca^ 
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ihould  fubmit,  for  otherwife  God  would  harden  his 
heart  as  he  did  Pharoah's,  and  then  the  Spaniards 
were  to  inflict  upon  him  all  the  plagues  of  Egypt. 

To  the  inca,  who  had  never  heard  of  thefe  fubjects, 
this  differtation  muft  have  had  all  the  appearance  of 
nonfenfe ;  and  was  rendered  ftill  more  ridiculous  by 
being  delivered  through  a  channel  fo  defpicable  and 
barbarous  as  Pizarro's  interpreter.  However,  the 
inca  made  fome  fort  of  reply,  which  was  interpreted 
fo  badly,  that  the  prieft  knew  no  more  of  the  em- 
peror's meaning,  than  the  emperor  did  of  his.  Thus 
a  fcene  of  conrofion  immediately  enfued,  which  was 
increafed  by  a  tumult  caufed  by  fome  Spaniards,  who 
obferving  an  Indian  idol  upon  a  tower,  richly  adorned 
with  gold,  filver,  and  precious  ftones,  their  avarice 
would  not  fufFer  them  to  wait  longer,  and  therefore 
they  fell  to  plundering  it.  They  were  at  firft  op- 
pofed  by  the  Indians,  till  the  inca,  whofe  com- 
mand was  to  them  equal  to  a  divine  law,  cried  out, 
That  they  fhould  do  nothing  to  offend  the  children  of 
the  fun. 

Father  Vincent  hearing  the  noife  of  this  tumult, 
turned  about,  and  dropping  his  crofs  and  breviary, 
ran  in  hafte  to  appeaie  it,  when  fome  of  the  perfi- 
dious Spaniards  perceiving  the  crofs  trampled  under 
foot,  cried  out,  "  An  infuit  on  Chriftianity,"  and  in- 
ftantly  falling  upon  the  Indians,  committed  a  mod 
dreadful  flaughter  ^  and  the  horfe  fuddenly  appearing, 
bore  down  all  before  them  ;  the  poor  Indians  falling 
tame  facrifices  to  their  treachery,  without  making  the 
leafl:  refiftance.  Francis  Pizarro  at  this  inftant  putting 
himfelf  at  the  head  of  the  horfe,  advanced  in  perfon 
to  feize  Atabaliba,  and  laying  hold  of  his  robe, 
dragged  the  inca  from  the  chariot  in  which  he  fat  on 
the  ihoulders  of  his  attendants.  At  which  inftant, 
one  of  the  Spaniards  attempting  to  ftrike  the  emperofc 
with  his  fword,  wounded  Pizarro,  which  was  all  the 
Spanifh  blood  fpilt  at  this  fcene  of  cool,  mercilefs 
flaughter.      About  5000  Indians  were   inhumanly 

mat 
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mafiacred,  without  attempting  to  ufe  the  weapons 
they  held  in  their  hand^,;  for  they  thought  every  com- 
mand of  the  inca  a  part  of  their  religion,  and  of  the 
divine  law,  though  it  was  attended  with  the  lofs  of 
their  lives.  Their  principal  attention  was  fixed  upon 
their  prince,  and  many  of  them  died,  while  eagerly 
endeavouring  to  fupport  his  chariot,  to  which  the  inca 
clung,  while  the  cruel  and  treacherous  Pizarro  drag- 
ged him  from  it.  This  happened  on  the  3d  of  May 
I533^  a  day  kept  facred  by  the  Romifh  church,  in 
honour  of  finding  the  crofs  of  Chrift,  after  its  having 
been  many  years  buried. 

When  this  horrid  fcene  was  over,  Pizarro  caufed 
the  inca  to  be  conveyed  to  his  own  quarters,  and  di- 
rected that  the  fpoils  of  the  field  mould  be  brought 
before  him,  which  confided  of  large  gold  and  filver 
vefTels,  fine  garments,  jewels  and  ornaments,  belong- 
ing to  the  inca,  the  royal  family,  and  great  officers. 
There  were  alfo  taken  many  of  the  women  of  quality, 
and  fome  of  the  confecrated  virgins.  That  very  day 
Pizarro  impioufly  directed,  that  thankfgivings  to  God 
mould  be  offered  upon  the  very  fpot  where  the  earth 
was  covered  with  the  dead  bodies  of  the  poor  Peru- 
vians thus  inhumanly  murdered  and  plundered. 

The  next  day  Pizarro  fent  a  detachment  of  his 
forces  to  plunder  the  inca's  camp ;  where  he  met  with 
an  immenfe  quantity  of  riches,  though  the  Peruvian 
generals  are  faid  to  have  removed  3000  loads  of  gold 
and  filver  before  the  Spaniards  arrived  there.  To 
induce  the  Indians  not  to  carry  off  or  conceal  any  more 
of  their  treafures,  Pizarro  caufed  it  to  be  proclaimed, 
that  the  inca  was  alive,  and  that  they  were  at  liberty 
to  come  and  wait  upon  him  as  ufual.  Upon  which 
many  of  the  generals  and  great  officers  returned  to 
Caxamalca  to  attend  their  captive  fovereign.  He 
alfo  caufed  the  inca's  women  to  be  brought  to  him, 
and  furTered  him  to  be  ferved  in  the  fame  manner  as 
before  his  misfortunes^  though  he  kept  him  in  fetters ; 
1  at 
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at  which  the  inca  could  not  forbear  fometimes  {hewing 
his  refentment. 

Atabaliba,  ftill  anxious  for  his  liberty,  and  ob- 
ferving  the  infatiable  thirfb  of  the  Spaniards  after  gold 
and  filver,  made  them  an  offer  of  filling  a  large  room 
in  the  caftle  of  Caxamalca  with  thefe  metals,  as  high 
as  an  ordinary  man  could  reach  his  hand :  a  propofal 
which  amazed  the  Spaniards,  and  which  they  gladly 
accepted.  For  this  purpofe  he  defired  that  fome  Spa- 
nifii  officers  might  be  fent  with  his  own  people  to 
Cuzco,  and  other  cities,  to  fetch  the  treafures  de- 
pofited  there  ;  and  at  the  fame  time  iffued  his  orders, 
that  the  Spaniards  who  wrere  difpatched  to  thofe 
places  mould  be  hofpitably  entertained  in  the  coun- 
tries through  which  they  paffed,  and  receive  all  the 
affiflance  his  fubjecls  could  give  them. 
.  Almagro,  in  the  mean  while,  having  inlifted  150 
men  at  Panama,  had  embarked  with  them  for  Peru, 
in  order  to  reinforce  Pizarro,  but  had  been  obliged  by 
contrary  winds  to  land  at  Cape  Francifco,  where  he 
was  joined  by  another  party  of  the  Spaniards,  who 
were  going  to  mare  Pizarro's  fortune.  His  whole 
body  now  amounted  to  between  2  and  300  ;  but 
having  loft  by  ficknefs  and  fatigue  30  or  40  of  his 
men,  he  at  length  arrived  at  the  Spanifh  colony  of 
St.  Michael's,  where  he  was  informed  that  Pizarro 
had  made  the  emperor  Atabaliba  prifoner,  and  had 
taken  pofTeiTion  of  a  vaft  treaiure.  Fearing  that  he 
would  refufe  him  his  dividend,  he  confulted  his 
officers,  whether  they  fhould  not  proceed  in  queft  of 
fome  new  difcovery  independently  of  Pizarro  :  but  a 
faithful  account  of  this  deliberation  being  privately 
difpatched  to  Pizarro,  by  Almagro's  fecretary,  he  im- 
mediately fent  feveral  very  obliging  meffages  to  Al- 
magro to  allure  him  of  his  integrity,  and  to  invite 
him  to  join  him  :  at  the  fame  time  he  let  him  know, 
that  there  were  fome  people  who  endeavoured  to  fow 
divifions  between  them,  and  intreated  him  to  be  on 
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his  guard  y  as  that  might  end  in  the  ruin  of  one  or 
both  of  them,  as  well  as  the  deftrudtion  of  their  en- 
terprize.  To  fupport  this  advice,  he  fent  him  the 
letter  he  had  received  from  the  fecretary,  which  Al- 
magro  no  fooner  law,  than  he  caufed  him  to  be 
hanged. 

Atabaliba's  folicitude  about  his  liberty,  was  much 
increafed  by  the  report  of  Almagro's  arrival :  for  he 
wifely  judged,  that  the  infolence  of  the  Spaniards 
would  be  augmented  in  proportion,  to  their  ftrength. 
He  therefore  haftened  the  bringing  in  the  treafure  he 
had  offered  for  his  ranfom,.  that  he  might  obtain  his 
liberty  before  Pizarro  was  joined  by  Almagro.  But 
another  accident  happened  about  the  fame  time* 
which  he  apprehended  might  prove  (till  more  fatal  ta 
him  ;  for  the  Spanifh  officers  who  were  fent  w'ith  his 
people  to  Cuzco,  happening  to  pafs  through  the 
town,  where  Huefcar  his  brother  was  confined  in  pri- 
fon,  went  to  fee  him,  and  told  him  what  Atabaliba 
had  offered  for  his  ranfom.  That  prince  replied,  that 
he  had  been  unjuftly  depofed  by  his  brother,  who 
had  no  right  either  to  the  empire  or  the  treafures  he 
had  promifed ;  and  that  as  he  had  heard  one  principal 
defign  of  their  corning  was  to  relieve  the  diftrerTed,. 
he  did  not  doubt  but  they  would  releafe  him  from  his 
captivity,  and  reftore  him  to  his  throne,  which  he 
mould  not  only  gratefully  acknowledge,  but  would 
give  them  more  treafure  than  it  was  in  the  ufurper's 
power  to  beftow  :  for  his  loyal  fubjecls  having  buried 
moft  of  their  gold  and  filver  on  his  being  made  pri- 
foner,  would  readily  produce  it  again,  and  pay  it  for 
his  ranfom. 

Pizarro's  merTengers  liftened  to  his  overtures,  and 
promifed  the  inca  that  juilice  fhou!d  be  done  him  % 
but,  however,  left  that  prince  in  prifon,  and  con- 
tinued their  journey  to  Cuzco.  Mean  while  Ataba- 
liba,  being  informed  of  thefe  overtures,  refolved  to 
put  his  brother  to  death  :  but  reflecting  that  the  Spa- 
niards might  make  this -a -pretence  for  taking  away  his 
2  own 
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,own  life,  he  refolved  to  found  Pizarro's  inclination 
upon  the  fubjed  ;  which  he  did  by  informing  him, 
with  the  appearance  of  much  affection  and  concern, 
that  his  brother  had  been  murdered.  But  finding 
that  Pizarro  was  not  at  all  moved  at  this  news,  and 
only  replied,  that  this  was  the  fortune  of  war,  and 
that  the  lives  of  captives  were  at  the  conqueror's  dif- 
pofal,  he  difpatched  an  exprefs  for  putting  Huefcar  to 
death ;  and  his  orders  were  immediately  executed. 

No  fooner  was  the  murder  of  Huefcar  known,  than 
tht  Peruvians  made  great  lamentations,  and  cried  to 
heaven  for  vengeance  on  his  murderers.  It  is  even 
faid,  that  fome  defired  the  Spaniards  to  revenge  it* 
Mean  while  the  officers  who  were  fent  to  Cuzco  were, 
on  their  arrival  there,  adored  by  the  people  as  the 
true  defcendants  of  the  fun  ;  but  they  foon  perceived 
that  they  ought  to  deduce  their  original  from  a  bafer 
fountain.  They  were  afflicted  to  find  that  fo  pro- 
fligate a  race  of  men,  who  trampled  upon  every  thing 
they  held  facred,  and  whofe  avarice  feemed  to  exceed 
all  bounds,  ihould  become  the  mafters  of  their  coun- 
try :  and  from  that  time  they  meditated  how  they 
might  throw  off  the  intolerable  yoke  they  perceived 
the  Spaniards  were  about  to  lay  upon  them.  They 
durft  not,  however,  difobey  the  commands  of  Ata- 
baliba,  but  having  amaffed  a  conliderable  quantity  of 
treaiure,  they  fent  it  to  Caxamalca. 

Pizarro  being  informed  that  great  riches  were 
lodged  in  the  temple  of  the  Invifible  God,  he  dif- 
patched his  three  brothers  thither  with  the  Peruvian 
officers  deputed  by  Atabaliba :  but  the  priefts  being 
informed,  that  fome  of  their  temples  had  been  ruined 
by  the  Spaniards,  endeavoured  to  prevent  their  fuffer- 
ing  the  like  misfortune,  by  fending  away  400  carriers 
loaded  with  gold,  lilver,  and  jewels,  before  the  Spa- 
niards arrived,  which  were  either  buried  in  the  earth, 
or  carried  to  fuch  a  diftance  that  the  Spaniards  could 
never  difcover  them.  Ferdinand  Pizarro,  however, 
found  as  much  plate  in  this  temple  as  amounted  to 
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9000  crowns,    befide  what  was  embezzled  by   the 
foldiers. 

By  this  time  Almagro  was  advanced  into  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Caxamalca,  Pizarro  going  out  to  meet 
him,  received  him  with  all  poffible  marks  of  affection 
and  efteem,  and  offered  him  fuch  a  (hare  in  the  fpoils 
as  made  him  perfectly  eafy.  But  his  foldiers,  who 
expected  to  divide  the  booty  with  thofe  who  had 
ferved  under  Pizarro,  were  ready  to  mutiny  on  their 
being  told^  that  they  were  intitled  to  no  part  of  it. 
They  were  however  foon  appeafed  by  Pizarro  agree- 
ing to  diflribute  100,000  ducats  among  them.  The 
reft  of  the  plunder,  after  the  emperor'js  fifth  was  de- 
ducted, was  divided  by  Pizarro  among  his  officers 
and  foldiers  ;  and  it  is  laid,  that  after  he  had  referved 
the  inca's  golden  chair  for  his  own  ufe,  he  diftributed 
as  much  gold  and  filver  plate  among  the  foldiers,  as 
amounted  to  above  1,500,000  crowns ;  which,  con- 
iidering  the  value  of  gold  and  filver  at  that  time,  was 
more  than  1 5,000,000  of  crowns  now.  But  as  large 
as  this  fum  appears  in  round  numbers,  it  will  yet  be 
found  more  extraordinary  and  furprizing,  if  we  con- 
fider  among  how  fmall  a  number  of  men  it  was  di- 
vided. It  appears  from  good  memoirs,  that  upon 
this  divifion,  each  horfeman  had  to  his  fhare  near 
2000  ounces  of  gold,  and  the  meaner!:  foldier  the  va- 
lue of  2000 1.  fterling. 

Ferdinand  Pizarro  was  ncTv  chofen  as  the  fitted  per- 
fon  to  go  to  Europe,  and  wait  on  the  emperor  Charles 
V.  with  his  (hare  of  the  treafure ;  when,  about  60  of 
the  private  men  infilled  upon  their  di (charge,  that 
they  might  go  home,  and  peaceably  enjoy  the  wealth 
they  had  obtained.  This  was  violently  oppoftd  by 
Almagro,  and  moft  of  the  council :  however,  Francis 
Pizarro  over-ruled  this  oppofition,  by  obierving  that 
nothing  could  be  more  political  than  allowing  them 
to  return  home  ;  for  as  the  meaner!  foldier  would  de- 
part fo  very  rich,  they  might  be  certain  of  gaining  ten 
men  for  every  one  they  loft, 

Vol,  I.  C  c  Before 
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Before  his  departure,  Ferdinand  Pizarro  went  to 
take  his  leave  of  Atabaliba,  with  whom  he  was  in 
greater  efteem  than  any  of  the  Spanifh  officers.  The 
emperor  therefore  was  much  concerned  at  his  depar- 
ture, and  laid,  "  My  Lord,  you  are  going  home, 
<c  which  is  certainly  matter  of  joy  to  you,  though  it 
a  fills  me  with  grief;  for  I  already  apprehend  that 
"  before  your  return,  the  man  with  one  eye,  (mean- 
"  ing  Almagro,)  and  the  other  with  the  great  belly, 
u  (which  was  the  king's  treafurer,)  will  put  an  end 
"  to  my  life  :  let  us  then  take  our  laft  farewel." 

Nor  was  his  conjecture  ill  founded,  for  the  Spa- 
niards, who  had  been  fent  for  the  reft  of  Atabaliba's 
ranfom,  making  a  report  of  the  prodigious  quantities 
of  the  gold  they  had  brought,  and  the  reafons  they 
had  for  believing  that  much  greater  were  concealed, 
Almagro  gave  it  as  his  opinion,  that  they  mould  wait 
no  longer,  but  difpatch  the  inca,  and  then  make  as 
much  hafte  as  poflible  to  get  into  their  pofleflion  all 
the  gold  in  Peru.  A  cruel  refolution,  which,  though 
Francis  Pizarro  at  firft  feemed  to  reject  with  horror, 
he  afterward  gave  it  his  approbation,  on  account  of 
his  being  treated  with  fome  degree  of  contempt  by 
Atabaliba,  and  his  giving  a  vifible  preference  to  other 
officers  in  the  Spanifh  army,  the  reafon  of  which  is 
very  fmgular,  and  cannot  fail  of  giving  pleafure  to  the 
Judicious  reader. 

Atabaliba  was  a  prince  of  great  penetration,  and 
therefore  laboured  to  obtain  as  perfect  a  knowledge 
as  pofiible  of  the  manners,  cuftoms,  and  abilities  of 
the  Spaniards,  in  order  that  he  might  be  the  better 
able  to  deal  with  them,  if,  upon  the  payment  of  the 
fum  propofed  for  his  ranfom,  they  mould  actually  re- 
ftore  him  to  liberty.  What  particularly  puzzled  him, 
and  feemed  moil  unaccountable,  was  their  having  the 
art  of  writing  and  reading,  he  not  being  able  to  com- 
prehend whether  it  was  a  natural  endowment,  or  was 
acquired  by  labour  and  application.  In  order  to  ob- 
tain fatisfaction,  he  aiked  one  of  the  Spanifh  foldiers, 

>  whether 
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whether  he  could  exprefs  the  name  of  God  upon  his 
thumb-nail  ?  the  man  readily  anfwered  that  he  could, 
and  accordingly  wrote  it ;  after  which  the  inca  went 
to  feveral  of  the  captains  and  foldiers,  and  (hewing 
them  his  thumb-nail,  afked  if  they  knew  what  that 
mark  fignified  ?  and  from  their  anfwers,  began  to  en- 
tertain an  opinion,  that  reading  and  writing  were  na- 
tural to  the  nation.  Francis  Pizarro  falling  in  his 
way,  he  afked  him  the  fame  queftion  ;  but  he,  who 
was  neither  able  to  read  or  write,  blufhed,  and  turned 
away  without  refolving  the  queftion  ;  which  not  only 
changed  Atabaliba's  opinion,  with  refpect  to  thefe 
accomplishments,  which  he  now  plainly  faw  were  the 
fruits  of  education  ;  but  gave  him  a  very  low  opinion 
of  the  general,  whofe  original  he  was  perfuaded  muft 
have  been  but  mean,  fince  he  was  in  this  refpect  ex- 
ceeded in  knowledge  by  the  pooreft  of  his  foldiers. 

His  contempt  for  Pizarro,  however,  laid  the  foun- 
dation of  his  ruin ;  which  was  compleated  by  the  vil- 
lany  of  the  wretched  interpreter  already  mentioned; 
who  falling  in  love  with  one  of  Atabaliba's  wives, 
that  monarch  was  fo  incenfed,  that  he  let  Pizarro 
know,  that  the  fellow  deferved  to  be  put  to  death, 
which  the  general  turned  into  jeft.  Upon  this  the 
interpreter  refolved  to  be  revenged,  and  accufed  the 
inca  of  contriving  the  deftruction  of  the  Spaniards ; 
when  the  general  ordered  that  this  wild  and  ridiculous 
ilory  fhould  be  digefted  into  a  formal  accufation. 
CommiMioners  were  appointed  to  try  Atabaliba  -s  and 
the  following  charge  was  with  great  formality  brought 
againft  him  :  That  the  late  inca  being  his  eldeft 
brother  and  lawful  fovereign,  and  himfelf  a  baftard, 
he  had  caufed  him  to  be  depofed  and  imprifoned,  and 
afterwards  ufurped  his  throne  :  that  he  had  caufed  his 
faid  brother  to  be  murdered :  that  Atabaliba  was  an 
idolater :  that  he  caufed  his  fubjecls  to  facnfice  men 
and  children  :  that  he  had  raifed  unjuft  wars,  and 
b^en  guilty  of  the  blood  of  many  people :  that  he 
kept  a  great  many  concubines :  that  he  had  exacted 
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taxes  and  tribute  of  the  Peruvians,  fince  the  Spaniards 
were  become  in  pofleffion  of  his  country,  and  had 
even  confumed  and  embezzled  the  public  treafure ; 
and  that  he  had  incited  the  Indians  to  rebel  and  make 
war  againft  the  Spaniards  fince  he  had  been  their 
prifoner. 

Upon  thefe  abfurd  and  ridiculous  articles,  this  fo- 
vereign  prince  was  tried,  in  the  midft  of  his  own  do- 
minions, by  the  invaders  of  his  country  :  and  what 
ftill  adds  to  the  abfurdity,  he  was  tried,  not  by  the 
laws  of  Peru,  or  by  the  law  of  nations  eftabliihed  by 
any  country ;  but  by  thofe  of  Spain  ;  and  being  found 
guilty,  was  condemned  to  be  burnt  alive.  It  ought 
however  to  be  obferved,  in  juftice  to  the  reft  of  the 
Spaniards,  that  almoft  all  the  principal  perfons  in  the 
army  declared  againft  this  vile  proceeding,  and  even 
delivered  a  proteft  in  writing  againft  it. 

Father  Vincent,  after  being  concerned  in  this  mock 
fhew  of  juftice,  undertook  the  inca's  converfion ;  and 
the  argument  he  uied  to  induce  him  to  be  baptized, 
was  worthy  of  fuch  a  preacher.  He  promifed,  that  if 
he  would  die  a  Chriftian,  inftead  of  being  burned,  he 
fhould  be  only  ftrangled,  which  had  the  defired  effect ; 
and  to  the  eternal  difhonour  of  all  who  were  concern- 
ed in  this  iniquitous  proceedings  he  was  baptized  in 
the  evening,  and  ftrangled  the  next  morning. 

The  events  that  followed  the  death  of  the  Inca 
Atabaliba,  plainly  (hew  that  human  nature  is  the  fame 
in  all  countries  and  climates.  Rumnavi,  one  of  Ata- 
baliba's  generals,  who  had  retired  from  the  bloody 
flaughter  at  Caxamalca,  with  the  rear-guard  of  his 
army,  feized  upon  the  province  of  Quito,  and  no 
fooner  heard  of  his  fovereign's  death,  than  he  cut  to 
pieces  fuch  of  his  officers  as  he  believed  firmly 
attached  to  his  late  mafter :  while  Quifquis,  another 
of  his  generals,  who  had  been  Huefcar's  executioner, 
attempted,  with  a  ftill  larger  army,  to  fecure  part  of 
the  province  of  Cuzco.  This  attempt  was  fup  ported 
with  fo  little  bravery,  that  he  fied  before  a  handful 
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©f  Spaniards  who  were  fent  in  purfuit  of  him  ;  but  a 
few  of  thefe  pufhing  too  far,  and  falling  into  his 
hands,  he  caufed  them  to  be  put  to  death. 

This  general  juftly  apprehending,  that  he  could  not 
upon  his  own  intereft  and  ftrength,  maintain  himfelf 
againft  the  other  Indian  commanders,  as  well  as 
againft  the  Spaniards  ♦,  contrived  to  get  into  his  power 
a  younger  brother  of  the  inca,  whofe  namewras  Paullu, 
whom  he  perfuaded  to  take  the  title  of  emperor. 
This  young  prince  difcovered  a  greatnefs  of  foul 
worthy  of  the  higheft  praife,  and  generoufly  told 
Quifquis,  that  he  fcorned  to  derive  that  authority 
from  the  mifery  of  the  empire,  which  he  could  not 
hope  for  in  better  times,  and  efteemed  it  far  more 
honourable  to  be  thought  a  good  man,  than  a  bad 
monarch :  which  had  fuch  an  effect  upon  Quifquis, 
that  though  he  had  this  prince  in  his  power,  he  allowed 
him  to  retire.  Whereupon  he  went  to  Francis  Pi- 
zarro,  and  told  him  that  the  true  heir  of  the  empire 
was  his  eldeft  brother  Manco  Capac  -,  and  that  if,  as 
he  pretended,  he  propofed  to  do  juftice,  and  to  protect 
thofe  who  had  right  on  their  fide,  he  ought  to  declare 
in  favour  of  that  prince,  who  had  already  a  good 
army,  and  who,  with  the  afliftance  of  the  Spaniards, 
would  infallibly  reflore  the  lu lire  of  the  imperial 
diadem. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  conceive  a  country  in  a 
worfe  fitnation  than  Peru  was  now  in,  or  a  nation  in 
greater  diffraction  than  its  inhabitants.  They  were 
difpirited  with  fuperftitious  fears  of  the  Spaniards, 
which  prevented  their  coniidering  their  own  ftrength  : 
and  on  the  other  hand,  were  divided  into  different 
factions,  headed  by  different  princes,  at  a  time  when 
union  alone  was  absolutely  neceffary  for  their  preferva- 
tion.  Pizarro,  after  having  gratified  his  refentment, 
thought  fit  to  treat  the  corpfe  of  Atabaliba  with  the 
refpect  due  to  a  fovereign  prince.  He  celebrated  his 
funeral  with  great  folemnity,  and  went  into  mourning 
for  him  j  but  he  foon  difcovered  how  deteftable  this 
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murder  rendered  him  in  the  opinion  of  the  natives. 
The  two  factions  inftantly  united  againft  him  under 
Manco  Capac,  the  brother  and  heir  of  Huefcar,  who 
was  proclaimed  inca  at  Cuzco.  Upon  which  Pizarro 
proclaimed  Toparpa,  the  fon  of  Atabaliba ;  caufed 
him  to  wear  the  imperial  coronet  •,  to  be  treated  with 
the  fame  honours  as  his  father  •,  and  ifTued  fuch  orders 
in  his  name  as  were  for  the  intereft  of  the  Spaniards. 
This  emperor,  however,  died  foon  after,  when  Pi- 
zarro imagining  that  nothing  could  eftablifh  the  do- 
minion of  the  Spaniards  in  Peru,  more  than  his  ob- 
taining pofTeffion  of  Cuzco  its  capital,  he  began  his 
march  thither  with  all  his  forces,  which  confifted  of 
near  400  men,  befides  fuch  as  were  fliled  confederate 
Indians. 

Mean  while  Atauchi,  brother  to  Atabaliba,  having 
collected  a  large  quantity  of  treafure,  to  purchafe  his 
brother's  ranfom,  brought  it  to  Caxamaica  :  but  find- 
ing Atabaliba  murdered,  and  the  Spaniards  marched 
from  thence,  refolved  to  be  revenged  ;  and  joining 
his  forces  with  feme  Peruvian  generals,  furprifed  the. 
Spaniards  upon  their  march  to  Cuzco,  killed  fome  of 
them,  and  took  feve'ral  prifoners.  Among  thefe  pri- 
foners  was  Sancode  Cuellar,  who  had  drawn  up  the 
procefs  againft  AtabaJiba,  and  attended  his  execution. 
With  thefe  prifoners  tte  Indian  generals  returned  to 
Caxamaica,  when:  they  caufed  De  Cnellar  to  be 
ftrangled  on  the  very  fpot  where  the  emperor  was  put- 
to  death.  But  being  informed  that  fome  of  the  other 
prifoners  had  protefted  againft  the  inca's  murder,  they 
not  only  fpared  their  lives,  but  ordered  the  wounded 
to  be  cured,  and  difmiffed  them  with  considerable 
prefents,  on  their  figning  the  following  articles. 
That  all  acts  of  hoftility  mould  be  forgiven  on  both 
fides :  that  for  the  future,  peace  fhould  be  inviolably 
maintained  between  the  Peruvians  and  Spaniards  3 
that  the  former  fhould  allow  Manco  Capac  to  afcend 
the  throne  of  Peru  :  that  fuch  Indians  as  they  held  in 
ehaijis  mould  be  fet  at  liberty :  that^for  the  future, 

no 


by  FRANCIS  PIZARRO.         39i      -_. 

bo  Peruvian  mould  be  loaded  with  fetters;  and  that  t^ 

the  Spaniards  fhould^not  treat  them  as  flaves,  but  as 
freemen,  and  be  allowed  to  entertain  Peruvians  as 
hired  fervants  :  that  all  the  laws  of  their  country 
fhould  be  inviolably  obferved,  which  were  not  repug- 
nant to  thofe  of  Chriftianity :  and  that  this  treaty 
fhould  be  ratified  by  the  Spanifh  general  and  his  fo- 
vereign  the  emperor  of  Germany.  The  Spaniards 
infifted  on  having  the  free  exercife  of  their  religion  ; 
on  having  lands  affigned  them  for  their  fubfiftance  j 
and  free  liberty  of  trade,  without  paying  any  taxes. 
All  which  were  granted  them. 

But  reafonable  and  generous  as  thefe  articles  were, 
Pizarro  and  Almagro  pofitively  refufed  to  ratify  them ; 
and  would  hear  nothing  but  an  abfolute  fubrnifiion  of 
their  country  and  perfons  to  the  will  of  the  Spaniards. 
-Continuing  his  march  therefore  toward  Cuzco,  he 
was  again  attacked  at  fome  difficult  paries  in  the 
mountains,  by  feveral  parties  of  Peruvians :  but 
finding  themfelves  unable  to  refift  their  fire-arms  and 
horfes,  they  fled  to  the  capital  -,  declaring  that  it  was 
in  vain  for  any  human  force  to  oppofe  the  Spaniards, 
who  were  armed  with  thunder  and  lightning.  Thk 
inhabitants  of  Cuzco,  upon  this,  fled  with  their  wives 
and  children,  and  what  was  mod  valuable  to  them, 
to  the  woods  and  mountains.  Pizarro  entered  the 
city  without  oppofition,  in  October,  1532  j  and 
though  the  citizens  had  time  to  carry  off  their  goods,  he 
met  with  immenfe  treafure  :  and -as  it  was  the  cuftom 
of  the  country  to  bury  with  their  great  men  the  beft 
part  of  the  riches  they  porTefTed,  thefe  conquerors, 
who  made  no  difficulty  of  rifling  fepulchres,  found 
as  much  wealth  in  the  tombs,  as  in  the  habitations  of 
the  living.  The  plunder  of  the  city  has  been  com- 
puted to  amount  at  leaft  to  the  full  value  of  Ataba- 
liba's  ranfom. 

Pizarro  having  now  made  himfelf  mailer  of  the  ca- 
pital, thought  fit  to  invite  the  inhabitants  to  return 
to  their  dwellings  ;  as  he  juftly  concluded,  that  if  the 
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peope  were  rendered  defperate,  the  whole  power  of 
the  empire  might  afTembb  againft  him.  The  Indi- 
ans accepted  this  invitation,  and  returned  to  their 
houfes ;  and  even  the  Inca  made  fome  overtures,  in- 
timating that  he  would  be  content  to  embrace  the 
Chriftian  religion,  and  hold  his  dominions  of  the  em- 
peror of  Germany,  provided  that  neither  he  nor  his 
fubjects  mould  for  the  future  be  molefted  either  in 
their  perfons  or  eftates.  Pizarro  giving  him  all  pof- 
fible  encouragement,  he  came  in  perfcn  to  Cuzco, 
where  he  was  proclaimed  Inca,  and  invefted  with  that 
dignity  in  the  fame  manner  as  his  predeceffors  ;  Pi- 
zarro at  the  fame  time  agreeing  to  obferve  the  articles 
already  mentioned.  Thefe  pacific  meafures  were  in- 
deed become  neceffary,  intelligence  being  received 
thai:  all  the  fouthern  provinces  of  Peru  were  affem- 
bling  againft  them,  in  behalf  of  the  inca  Manco  Ca- 
pac  •,  and  from  Pizarro's  knowing  that  Rumnavi, 
Quifquis,  and  other  Peruvian  generals,  had  taken 
poffeflion  of  Quito,  which  had  a  little  before  obliged 
him  to  fend  a  confiderable  detachment  under  the  com- 
mand of  Sebaftian  Belancazar  to  reinforce  the  colony 
at  St.  Michael's,  and  to  make  head  againft  the  Pe- 
ruvian generals  in  Quito. 

While  Francis  Pizarro  and  his  officers  were  thus 
employed  in  the  reduction  of  feveral  provinces  of  the 
empire,  they  were  faddenly  interrupted  by  an  unex- 
pected invafion  of  their  countrymen.  Don  Pedro  de 
Alverado,  who  had  diftinguifhed  himfelf  with  Cor- 
tes in  the  conqueft  of  Mexico,  hearing  of  the  vaft 
wealth  obtained  by  thefe  adventurers,  was  refolved 
to  come  ip  for  a  fhare.  As  he  was  pofTefled  of  the 
province  of  Guatimala,  he  fitted  out  feveral  mips, 
and  landed  at  Puerto  Vejo ;  crofTed  a  part  of  the 
Andes  near  the  equator-,  and  was  met  in  the  valley 
pf  Riobamba  by  a  large  body  of  troops  fent  by  Pi- 
zarro, under  the  command  of  Almagro,  who  had 
joined  Belancazar.  A  battle  now  feemed  almoft  ine- 
vitable :  but  a  negotiation  being  entered  into,  and.  a 
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private  treaty  figned  between  them ;  Alverado  agreed 
to  return  to  his  own  government,  in  consideration  of 
his  being  paid  ioo,coo  pefoes  of  gold  to  defray  the 
expence  of  fitting  out  his  fleet  :  and  promifed  never 
to  attempt  an  invafion  of  Peru  during  the  lives  of 
Pizarro  or  AJmagro.  Things  being  thus  amicably 
fettled,  Alverado  and  Almagro  joined  their  forces, 
in  order  to  march  to  Cuzco  to  procure  Pizarro' s  rati- 
fication of  the  treaty  :  but  Pizarro,  who  chofe  to  pre- 
vent his  arrival  at  that  capital,  met  him  by  the  way, 
and  accommodated  matters  to  their  mutual  fatisfac- 
tion. 

Alverado,  after  he  had  fufEciently  refted  and  re- 
fremed  himfelf,  took  his  leave  of  the  two  generals, 
highly  fatisfied  both  with  the  treatment  he  had  met 
with,  and  the  treafures  he  had  acquired.  Almagro 
then  went  back  to  Cuzco,  while  Pizarro  flaid  be- 
hind to  fearch  for  a  proper  place  for  founding  a  new 
city  •,  which  he  at  length  built  on  the  fea  coaft  on  the 
banks  of  the  little  river  Lima,  in  12°  30',  fouth  la- 
titude, 120  miles  weft  of  Cuzco.  The  firft  ftone 
was  laid  on  the  6th  of  January,  1534;  and  from  its 
being  the  feaft  of  Epiphany,  he  called  the  town  Villa 
de Jos. Reyes,  or  the  city  of  kings.  This  place  is 
now  the  capital  of  Peru,  and  is  known  by  the  name 
of  Lima.  He  then  proceeded  along  the  coaft  of  the 
South  Sea  to  a  place  about  300  miles  farther  north, 
where  he  founded  another  city  ;  which,  from  the  place 
of  his  birth,  he  called  Truxillo. 

"While  Francis  Pizarro  was  employed  in  building 
this  laft  city,  he  received  advice,  that  his  brother 
Ferdinand  had  in  a  great  meafure  fucceeded  in  his 
negotiation  at  the  court  of  Spain  ;  having  procured 
for  him  the  title  of  Marquis  de  los  Atabillos,  with 
the  revenues  of  that  province,  and  a  large  increafe 
of  territory,  which  was  to  be  diftinguiihed  by  the 
name  of  New  Caftile  :  that  he  had  alfo  obtained  for 
Almagro  the  poft  of  marfhal  of  Peru,  and  a  govern- 
ment 200  leagues  in  extent  to  the  iouthward  of  the 
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country  afligned  to  th«  marquis  Pizarro  ;  but  that  as 
to  his  demand  of  the  vafTalage  of  20,000  Indians, 
the  emperor  refufed  to  grant  it  him,  till  he  was  in- 
formed of  the  cuftomsof  the  country,  and  what  con- 
fequences  might  proceed  from  it,  when  he  would 
fhow  him  all  the  favour  in  that  particular  that  was 
confiftent  with  juftice. 

As  the  afliftance  of  the  Peruvians  was  ftill  necef- 
fary  to  the  Spaniards,  they  endeavoured  to  keep  fair 
with  them,  yet  at  the  fame  time  awed  them  with 
troops  in  different  places :  they  ftrengthened  Belanca- 
zar  at  Quito,  and  a  large  body  marched  to  the  north- 
eaft  to  reduce  fome  provinces  bordering  on  the  im~ 
menfe  ridge  of  mountains  called  the  Andes ;  and 
thus  fhewed,  that  they  were  very  far  from  intending 
to  perform  the  agreement  made  with  the  Peruvians. 

Almagro  having  refolved  upon  his  fouthern  expe- 
dition, the  inca  Manco,  in  hopes  of  obliging  the 
Spaniards,  affifted  him  with  1 5,000  men,  under  the 
conduct  of  his  brother  Paullu,  and  Villachuma,  or 
as  he  is  called  by  the  Spanifh  hiftorians,  Villahoma. 
"With  this  body  of  men  Almagro  began  his  march  in 
the  year  1545,  and  proceeded  fouthward  as  far  as 
the  province  of  Charcas  -,  which  he  flighted  as  not 
worth  keeping,  on  account  of  its  being  a  barren 
and  inhofpitable  country  *.  In  this  province  Alma- 
gro was  informed  of  two  parages  into  Chili,  both 
of  them  attended  with  extraordinary  difficulty  ;  the 
one  being  through  a  hot  fandy  defart,  where  his  peo- 
ple muft  be  prepared  to  encounter  the  fevereft  at- 
tacks of  heat  and  third  ;  the  other  lying  over  prodi- 
gious mountains  covered  with  fnow,  fo  craggy  and 
iteep  as  fcarce  to  admit  of  being  climbed,  and  fo  in- 
tenfely  cold  as  to  be  impaffable,  except  at  one  fea- 
fon  of  the  year. 

*  This  has,  however,  fince  proved  the  mo  ft  valuable  of  all  the 
Spanifh  acquifitions,  as  it  contains  the  rich  mountains  of  Potofi, 
from  whence  more  filver  has  been  brought  into  Europe,  than  from 
any  other  mines  hitherto  difcovered. 
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Almagro  confidering  that  the  latter  was  the  fhorter 
road,  and  that  cold,  however  fharp,  was  more  flip- 
portable  to  European  conftitutions  than  exeeffive  heat, 
chofe  that  paffage ;  and  perfifted  in  his  refolution, 
in  fpite  of  the  reprefentations  of  Pau'llu  and  the  In- 
dians  :  but  he  had  ipon  reafon  to  repent  of  his  obfti- 
nacy  •,  for  his  men  being  obliged  to  remove  the  fnow 
with  their  hands,  made  fhort  journies,  foon  confumed 
their  provifions,  and  were  reduced  to  inconceivable 
diftrerTes-,  fo  that  he  loft  above  10,000  Peruvians, 
and  150  Spaniards,  exclufive  of  fuch  as  efcaped  with 
the  lofs  of  their  fingers  and  toes,  though  the  Spa- 
niards were  very  warmly  cloathed.  They  alfo  loft  all 
or  the  greateft  part  of  their  baggage.  However, 
they,  at  length,  after  a  tedious  march  of  600  miles, 
arrived  in  Copayapu,  fubjecl  to  the  inca  of  Peru, 
where,  through  Pauliu's  influence,  they  were  chear- 
fully  entertained ;  and  the  inhabitants  not  only 
brought  them  plenty  of  provifions,  but  being  in- 
formed of  their  love  of  gold,  made  them  prefents  to 
the  amount  of  5000  ducats. 

Almagro  found  Paullu's  authority  of  great  fervice 
to  him  in  his  progrefs ;  for  on  his  account  he  was  re- 
ceived in  many  places  with  much  cordiality,  and  op- 
pofed  in  few ;  fo  that  he  might  eafily  have  eftablifhed 
colonies  in  very  advantageous  fituatiorts,  had  not  a 
kind  of  infatuation  directed  all  his  views  toward 
Cuzco,  where  he  was  reiblved  to  rule  :  affirming,  that 
according  to  the  commiffion  which  he  had  received 
from  the  king  of  Spain,  this  city  fell  within  his  jurifdic- 
tion.  This  commiffion  was  brought  him  by  Ruis 
Diaz  and  Juan  de  Herada,  who  joined  him  with  re- 
cruits from  Cuzco,  after  having  pafTed  the  Cordil- 
leras, the  road  Almagro  himfelf  had  taken-,  and 
which,  as  it  was  then  fummer,  he  palled  with  very 
little  fatigue. 

Notwithftanding  Almagro's  receiving  thefe  re- 
cruits, he  abandoned  all  his  views  upon  Chili,  and 
began  his  march  northward  j  when  bis  army  being 
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terrified  at  the  remembrance  of  the  diftreffes  they 
had  endured  in  pafllng  the  Cordilleras,  abfolutely  re- 
fufed  to  return  by  the  fame  road  they  came.  Upon 
which  he  was  obliged  to  take  his  rout  through  the 
defart,  where  he  was  told  by  the  Indians,  that  there 
was  no  water,  but  what  was  to  be  met  with  in  {land- 
ing pools,  corrupted  by  the  heat  of  the  fun ;  and 
even  thefe  at  eighteen  or  twenty  miles  diftance  from 
each  other.  To  remedy  thefe  inconveniences,  lea- 
thern bottles  were  made  to  carry  the  water,  and  par- 
ties of  Indians  difpatched  before  the  army  to  drain 
the  pits  of  that  which  was  ftagnated,  and  leave  the 
frefh  at  liberty  to  rife :  expedients  that  were  of 
vaft  ufe,  and  that  enabled  them  to  pafs  thefe  barren 
tracts  with  much  lefs  difficulty  than  was  at  firft  ima- 
gined. 

In  the  mean  while,  the  Peruvians  who  marched 
with  Almagro,  grew  difcontented  at  the  ill  ufage 
they  met  with  from  the  Spaniards,  and  complained 
to  each  other  of  their  barbarity.  None  had  greater 
fhare  in  thefe  conferences  than  the  interpreter  lb  often 
mentioned,  who  at  length  engaged  in  a  plot  againft 
Almagro's  life ;  but  reflecting  on  the  danger  to  which 
he  was  expofed,  endeavoured  to  fecure  himfelf  by 
flight.  He  was  however  taken,  and  then  informed 
againft  the  inca  Paullu  as  being  the  principal  perfon 
in  the  plot;  but  this  being  inconfiftent.  with  jhat 
prince's  general  behaviour,  Almagro  caufcd  the  in- 
terpreter to  be  put  to  the  torture,  when  he  confefled 
the  falfhood  of  his  accufation,  and  at  the  fame  time 
acknowleged,  that  by  falfe  fuggeftions  he  had  con- 
tributed to  take  away  the  life  of  Atabaliba.  On 
which  accounts  he  fuffered  an  ignominious  death. 
'  At  this  time  affairs  were  in  great  confufion  in  Peru : 
the  inca  Manco  had  now  loft  all  confidence  in  the 
Spaniards,  and  was  fenfible  of  the  injuries  he  re- 
ceived, and  of  the  little  hopes  there  were  of  his 
ever  being  reftored  to  the  pofTeffion  of  his  throne  and 
the  fovereign  power,  as  had  been  promifed  by  the 

treaty 
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treaty  of  Caxamalca,  that  he  refolved  to  try  what 
could  be  done  by  force  ;  judging  it  better  to  rely  upon 
the  juftice  of  his  caufe,  and  the  affiftance  of  his  peo- 
ple, than  upon  the  promifes  of  thofe  who  had  fo 
bafely  broke  their  words  to  his  brother,  and  never 
fulfilled  their  engagements  to  hirnfelf.  For  this  pur- 
pofe  he  prevailed  on  Ferdinand  Pizarro  to  give  him 
leave  to  go  to  a  iblemn  fedival  held  at  Yucaya,  four 
leagues  from  Cuzco  -9  which  was  in  reality  a  kind  of 
aflembly  of  the  dates  of  Peru,  where  a  fcheme  was 
laid  of  inftantly  raifing  three  armies,  and  inveding 
Cuzco,  Lima,  and  Truxillo  at  the  fame  time.  With 
the  firft  he  hirnfelf  took  the  cadle  of  Cuzco,  and 
clofely  blocked  up  the  city  :  the  fecond,  which  con- 
fided of  a  good  body  of  troops,  marched  againft 
Francis  Pizarro,  who  was  fent  to  the  city  of  Lima ; 
and  the  third  was  intended  to  act  againft  Almagro, 
notice  of  which  was  fent  to  the  high  pried,  who 
found  means  to  efcape  from  the  army.  Prince  Paullu 
was  alfo  informed  of  the  fituation  of  his  brother's 
affairs,  and  what  was  expected  from  him  in  order  to 
facilitate  the  conqued  of  the  invaders ;  but  he  re- 
jected thefe  propofals,  and  declared  he  would  never 
break  his  faith  with  the  Spaniards.  The  interpreter 
having  difclofed  this  fecret  with,  his  lad  breath,  Al- 
magro  declared  Paullu  emperor ;  and  though  he  had 
before  refufed  that  title,  yet  he  fuffered  it  to  be  given 
him,  for  the  fake  of  his  own  fafety,  and  that  his  na- 
tion might  not  want  a  protector. 

The  inca  Masco  dill  continued  to  befiege  Cuzco 
with  an  army  of  200,000  men  :  but  though  there 
were  only  70  Spaniards  in  the  place,  yet  having  fome 
horle  and  a  good  train  of  artillery,  they  made  a  vi- 
gorous defence ;  and  what  is  dill  more  furprifing, 
made  feveral  fallies,  in  one  of  which  Juan  Pizarro 
being  wounded  in  the  head  with  a  done,  died  about 
.  three  days  after,  to  the  great  regret  of  thofe  of  his 
party. 

The 
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The  inca,  hearing  of  Almagro's  approaching  Cu2- 
co,  refolved  to  retire  ;  and  though  Almagro  endea- 
voured to  perfuade  him  to  agree  to  a  treaty,  he  ab- 
solutely refufed  it,  being  determined  never  more  to 
hear  of  terms  from  a  people  who  had  hitherto  kept 
none  with  him.  He  had  alfo  took  a  very  furprifing 
flep,  which  was  difbanding  his  army,  and  privately 
retiring  to  the  mountains.  His  officers  endeavoured 
to  dirTuade  him  from  it,  by  obferving,  that  no  time 
could  ever  promife  him  greater  fuccefs  than  this,  in 
which  Pizarro  and  Almagro  were  at  open  variance. 
In  anfwer  to  which  he  replied,  that  notwithflanding 
their  private  animofities,  they  would  certainly  join 
againft  him,  mould  he  make  a  fhew  of  .oppohng 
them  ;  and  that  it  was  time  enough  for  him  to  return 
and  vindicate  his  right,  when  they  were  thoroughly 
weakened  by  their  mutual  contentions. 

It  is  furprizing  that  the  Spaniards  mould  have  cho- 
fen  this  time  for  quarrelling  among  themfelves,  and 
entering  into  a  civil  war.  But  Almagro  having  a 
confiderable  body  of  troops  under  his  command,  re- 
folved immediately  to  renew  his  old  claim  to  Cuzcaj 
and  in  cafe  he  mould  make  himfelf  mafter  of  that 
city,  determined  to  render  it  the  feat  of  his  govern- 
ment. On  his  appearing  before  the  walls,  and  find- 
ing the  Indians  drawn  off,  he  fent  afummons  to  Don 
Ferdinand  Pizarro,  the  Spanifh  governor,  to  deliver 
13D  the  city  :  to  which  he  anfwered,  that  he  held  it 
by  com  million  from  his  brother  the  marquis,  and 
would  not  deliver  it  up  without  his  orders,  as  he 
knew  it  to  be  within  the  limits  of  his  brother's  go- 
vernment. He  immediately  proceeded  to  put  the 
place  in  a  pofture  of  defence  -;.  but  part  of  the  gar- 
rifon  being  Almagro's  friends,  introduced  his  forces 
into  the  town  at  midnight,  when  Ferdinand  and  Gon- 
zalo  Pizarro  were  made  prifoners  •,  by  which  means 
Almagro  became  poffefted  of  Cuzco,  with  little  or 
no  bicodfhed,  and  moft  of  the  garrifon  entered  into 
his  pay. 

In 
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In  the  mean  time  the  marquis  Pizarro  hearing  no 
news  from  his  brother  at  Cuzco,  and  concluding  that 
all  the  parties  he  had  fent  thither  to  reinforce  them 
had  been  cut  off  by  the  Peruvians  ;  refolved  to  fend 
iuch  a  body  of  troops  thither  as  fhould  be  able  to 
force  their  way  in  fpite  of  all  the  oppofition  the  In- 
dians could  make  againft  them.  Having  afTembled 
5000  horfe  and  foot,  he  gave  the  command  of  this 
body  to  Don  Alonzo  de  Alverado,  with  orders  to 
march  with  all  pofiible  expedition ;  and  under  him 
appointed  Pedro  de  Lerma  captain  of  a  troop  of 
horfe,  who  being  an  older  officer,  was  fo  difgufted, 
that  he  meditated  the  ruin  of  the  enterprize. 

Alverado  marched  with  fuch  difpatch,  that  though 
he  had  preffed  upwards  of  5000  Peruvians  to  carry 
their  baggage,  moft  of  them  perifhed  in  the  firft  part 
of  the  journey,  by  being  overloaden,  and  driven  be- 
yond their  ftrength  :  upon  which  he  halted,  and  pref- 
fed fome  thoufands  more,  to  fupply  the  places  of 
thofe  he  had  loft. 

Almagro  having  received  intelligence  that  Don 
Alonzo  Alverado  was  advancing,  difpatched  fome 
Spaniards  of  diftinction  to  repreient  to  him  that  Cuz- 
co, according  to  the  emperor's  divifion  of  Peru,  was 
a  part  of  his  government,  and  to  advife  him  to  re- 
turn back  to  Lima,  till  the  marquis  and  he  fhould  adjuft 
the  limits  of  their  refpective  government :  when  Alve- 
rado, inftead  of  complying  with  this  requeft,  made 
thefe  gentlemen  prifoners.  Upon  this  Almagro  took 
the  field,  and  furprifed  a  party  of  Alverado's  horfe  5 
by  whom  he  was  informed,  that  great  part  of  the 
troops  were  better  affected  to  him  than  to  the  mar- 
quis of  Pizarro,  and  that  Pedro  de  Lerma  with  many 
of  his  friends,  would  defert  upon  the  firft  opportu- 
nity :  he  therefore  advanced  to  the  banks  of  a  fmall 
river,  on  the  other  fide  of  which  Alverado  was  en- 
camped. They  remained  quiet,  however,  without 
endeavouring  to  attack  each  other  the  whole  day  ; 
but  in  the  night  Qrgonez,  Almagro's  lieutenant- 
general, 
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general,  forded  the  river  at  the  head  of  the  troops,- 
threw  Alverado's  forces  into  great  confufion ;  and 
giving  Pedro  de  Lerma,  with  the  reft  of  Almagro's 
friends,  an  opportunity  of  joining  him,  gained  an 
eafy  victory,  and  took  Alverado  prifoner,  with  whom 
he  returned  in  triumph  to  Cuzco.  Some  of  the  prin- 
cipal commanders  now  advifed  the  conqueror  to  pro- 
vide for  his  future  fecurity,  by  putting  the  Pizarros 
to  death  :  but  this  he  abfolutely  refufed,  alledging* 
that  it  was  beneath  a  gentleman  and  a  foldier  to  pun 
people  to  death  in  cold  blood ;  and  though  he  was 
preffed  with  great  warmth  to  march  with  his  victori- 
ous army  againft  Lima,  he  would  not  agree  to  it,  on 
account  of  his  having  no  claim  to  that  part  of  the 
country. 

The  marquis  Pizarro  was  greatly  affected  at  the 
news  of  this  defeat  •,  and  finding  himfelf  too  weak 
to  make  head  againft  Almagro,  he  fent  deputies  to 
Cuzco  to  propofe  an  accommodation.  Almagro  re- 
ceived them  with  great  civility  -,  and  promifed  to  have 
an  interview  with  the  marquis,  in  which  commiffi- 
oners  mould  be  chofen  to  fettle  their  refpective  boun- 
daries. He  accordingly  marched  out  of  Cuzco,  at 
the  head  of  above  five  hundred  Spaniards,  and  took 
the  road  to  Lima,  carrying  Ferdinand  Pizarro  with 
him  as  his  prifoner,  while  Gonzalo  Pizarro  and  Alve- 
rado were  left  in  the  city  under  the  care  of  De  Rojas^ 
but  after  Almagro's  departure,  they  feized  De  Rojas* 
put  him  in  irons,  and  made  their  efcape  to  Lima^ 
accompanied  by  about  6a  men,  whom  they  had  won 
over  to  their  intereft.  Upon  receiving  the  news  of 
their  efcape,  Orgonez  and  his  partizans  urged  Alma- 
gro to  revenge  it  by  the  death  of  his  prifoner  Ferdi- 
nand ♦,  but  this  he  abfolutely  refufed,  and  foon  after 
met  the  marquis  at  Mala,  with  twelve  perfons  on 
each  fide,  in  order  to  terminate  their  difputes.  This, 
conference  was  however  fuddenly  broke  off  by  one 
of  Almagro's  followers  rufhing  abruptly  into  his  pre- 
fence3  and  crying  out  that  he  was  betrayed  \  where- 
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upon  he  inftantly  took  horfe  and  rode  off,  leaving 
matters  entirely  unfettled. 

This  alarm  was  caufed  by  the  approach  of  Gon- 
zalo  with  700  men.  Upon  which  Orgonez  alio  ad- 
vanced with  his  troops,  in  order  to  prevent  the  trea- 
chery he  fufpected  to  be  in  agitation.  Each  fide  now 
feemed  ready  for  war  :  but  a  treaty  was  concluded  ; 
by  which  the  pofTefTion  of  Cuzco,  with  other  advan- 
tages, was  ceded  to  Almagro,  till  the  emperor's  de- 
cifion  mould  be  known.  In  confequence  of  this 
treaty,  Ferdinand  Pizarro  was  let  at  liberty,  upoa 
his  taking  an  oath  not  to  act  againfl  Almagro. 

The  marquis  Pizarro  had  no  fooner  obtained  his 
brother's  liberty,  than  he  broke  through  the  treaty ; 
fending  a  notary  with  witnefles  to  fummon  Almagro 
to  furrender  Cuzco  and  all  the  places  he  had  con- 
quered, on  pain  of  being  treated  as  a  rebel.  This 
method  of  proceeding  was  the  more  inexcufable,  as 
he  had  j  uft  before  received  an  exprefs  from  court,  by 
which  each  governor  was  enjoined,  under  pain  of  the 
emperor's  difpleafure,  to  keep  quiet  poffeffion  of  all 
fuch  places  as  mould  own  their  refpective  jurifdiction 
at  the  time  of  the  mefTenger's  arrival :  and  in  cafe 
they  thought  themfelves  injured,  they  were  directed 
to  appeal  to  the  council  of  the  Indies.  But  thefe 
orders  he  thought  fit  to  fupprels. 

Almagro,  feeing  how  ungeneroufly  he  was  treated, 
gave  orders  for  defending  Cuzco  •,  and  marched  with 
his  troops  to  meet  the  marquis's  army,  which  was 
advancing  under  the  command  of  Gonzalo  Pizarro : 
but  after  an  engagement,  which  lafted  two  hours, 
Almagro  was  entirely  defeated.  He  retired  to  the 
citadel  of  Cuzco,  whither  he  was  followed  by  Alve- 
rado,  to  whom  he  was  foon  obliged  to  furrender. 

Almagro  was  no  fooner  in  the  power  of  his  ene- 
mies, than  Ferdinand  refolved  to  be  revenged  for  his 
own  and  his  brother's  long  imprifonment,  and  effec- 
tually to  prevent  his  making  head  againfl:  the  Pizarros 
for  the  future  :    therefore,  after  Almagro  had  been 
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fome  months  confined  in  prifon  at  Cuzco,  the  law* 
yers  were  employed  to  draw  up  articles  againft  him ; 
the  principal  of  which  were,  that  he  had  feized  the 
city  of  Cuzco-,  entered  into  a  fecret  treaty  with  the 
inca  ^  encroached  upon  the  government  granted  to 
the  marquis,  and  fought  two  battles  againft  the  forces 
of  his  fovereign  ;  by  which  much  Chriftian  blood  had 
been  fpilt,  and  the  progrefs  of  the  Spanifh  arms 
-greatly  retarded. 

For  thefe  offences,  Almagro  being  tried  by  his 
enemies,  was  convicted  and  condemned  to  die ; 
though  he  appealed  to  the  emperor,  and  in  very  moving 
terms  applied  to  Ferdinand  Pizarro  to  fave  his  life. 
But  the  Pizarros  were  deaf  to  all  his  entreaties  -,  and 
having  caufed  him  to  be  ftrangled  in  prifon,  they  pri- 
vately ordered  his  head  to  be  cut  off  on  a  fcafFold  in 
the  great  fquare  of  Cuzco. 

The  death  of  Almagro,  though  covered  with  a 
fhew  of  juftice,  was  fo  highly  relented  by  the  Spa- 
niards, that  inflead  of  extinguishing,  as  was  expect- 
ed, it  increafed  his  faction.  Upon  which  Ferdinand 
Pizarro,  fuipecting  from  the  behaviour  of  the  fol- 
ders,  that  fome  defigns  were  carrying  on  againft  his 
life,  thought  proper  to  follow  Alverado  to  Spain, 
with  ail  the  gold  he  could  collect,  in  order  to  bribe 
the  Spanifn  miniftry.  But  Alverado  having  prepared 
the  way  for  his  reception,  he  was  arrefted  and  thrown 
into  prifon  as  foon  as  he  arrived ;  and  though  Alve- 
rado died  foon  after,  he  was  fufpected  to  have  been 
poifoned  by  Ferdinand  to  put  a  ftop  to  the  profecu- 
tion;  yet  the  latter  continued  23  years  in  confine- 
ment. 

The  Peruvians  now  obferving  the  divifion  which 
fubfifted  among  the  Spanifh  generals,  had  again  re- 
eourfe  to  arms;  and  though  the  Spaniards  in  Peru 
foon  amounted  to  above  2000,  they  found  it  more 
difficult  to  maintain  their  ground  than  at  firft,  when 
they  had  not  400  :  for  the  terror  the  Peruvians  were 
under  from  tkz  fire-arms  and  horles,  which  they  had 

never 
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never  feen  before,  was  in  a  great  meafure  worn  off*. 
Some  of  them  even  learned  how  to  ride  and  handle 
arms  ;  and  having  taken  fome  horfes,  were  not  afraicj. 
to  make  ufe  of  them  againft  thefe  tyrants ;  and  it 
feems  highly  probable,  that  had  not  fome  particular 
bodies  of  Indians  been  lb  infatuated  as  to  adhere  to 
the  intereft  of  the  Spaniards,  difcover  the  ftrong  paf- 
fes,  and  from  time  to  time  bring  them  both  provi- 
fions  and  intelligence  %  Fizarro  would  at  laft  have  been 
obliged  to  abandon  his  conquefts. 

The  mod  confiderable  acquifition  made  after  AI- 
magro's  death,  was  the  conquefl  of  the  province  of 
Charcas,  in  which  were  the  invaluable  mines  of  Po- 
tofi ;  whofe  treafures  attradted  fuch  a  multitude  of 
adventurers j  that  the  Peruvians  were  at  length  com- 
pelled to  fubmit,  and  become  flaves  to  their  imperi- 
ous mafters. 

...  This  conquefl:  being  rimmed,  the  marquis  founded 
the  town  of  La  Plata,  fo  named  from  the  filver  mines; 
and  divided,  not  only  the  city  and  the  country  about 
it,  but  the  Indian  inhabitants  among  the  conquerors. 
To  his  brother  Ferdinand  Pizarro,  who  was  then  con- 
fined in  Spain,  he  allotted  a  large  fhare  ;  and  to  his 
brother  Gonzalo,  that  part  of  the  country  in  which 
were  the  filver  mines  of  P'otofi.  Ferdinand,  as  a  ci- 
tizen of  La  Plata,  had  %|fo  a  fhare  in  thefe  mines  ; 
and  a  particular  part  of  the  country  being  affigned  to 
his  officers,  they  difcovered  fo  rich  a  vein,  that  they 
are  faid  to  have  dug  from  it  the  fineft  filver  without 
any  alloy. 

The  marquis  now  found  himfelf  poffeffed  of  an 
extent  of  country  7  or  800  leagues  in  length,  from 
the  equinoctial  to  the  fouth  part  of  the  province  of 
Charcas,  in  which  were  more  rich  mines  than  in  all 
the  world  befide,  and  yet  his  ambition  was  not  fatis- 
fied  :  but  in  an  extreme  old  age  he  employed  his 
brother  Gonzalo,  who  was  then  governor  of  Quito, 
in  the  conquefb  of  other  nations. 

Dd  2  Gonzalo 


404.  The  Conqueft  of  PERU; 

.  Gonzalo  accordingly  entered  the  province  of  Los 
Quitbs  •,  and  after  fubduing  that  country,  where  the 
people  were  downright  barbarians  when  compared 
with  thofe  of  Peru,  he  refolved  to  pafs  the  high 
mountains  which  bound  that  province  on  the  north. 
For  that  purpofe  he  afTembled  a  confiderable  number 
of  Indians,  and  a  good  quantity  of  cattle  ;  but  hav- 
ing afcended  half  way,  the  cold  was  fo  intenfe,  that 
he  perceived  it  would  be  impoflible  for  him  to  profe- 
cute  his  march  in  that  manner.  Therefore  leaving 
his  cattle  and  the  beft  part  of  his  baggage,  he  haftily 
defcended  into  the  valley  of  Zumaque,  which  he  found 
extremely  fertile,  and  there  refrefhed  his  forces  for 
two  months. 

Gonzalo  then  endeavoured  to  continue  his  march 
northward  •,  but  finding  the  way  extremely  rough  and 
mountainous,  he  turned  directly  eaft,  in  hopes  of 
meeting  with  an  eafier  paiTage.  He  entered  into  a 
rich  and  populous  country,  where  the  inhabitants 
were  rilled  with  amazement  and  terror  at  feeing  the 
Spaniards  among  them  •,  and  indeed  they  had  the 
greater!:  reafon :  for  thefe  pretended  Chriftians  be- 
haved toward  them  with  the  moft  favage  brutality. 
Gonzalo  Pizarro  himfelf  is  faid,  even  by  fome  Spanifh 
writers,  to  have  given  feveral  of  the  natives  to  be 
«aten  alive  by  his  dogs. 

This  inhuman  treatment  made  them  rife  in  arms  againft 
thefe  invaders,  which  obliged  him  to  encamp  and 
ufe  all  the  precautions  necelfary  in  an  enemy's  country. 
But  at  length,  finding  no  appearance  of  the  riches  he 
had  been  made  to  expect,  he  returned  to  Zumaque, 
xnuch  difiatisfied  with  his  expedition  ;  but  refolved, 
neverthelefs,  not  to  return  to  Quito  till  he  had  made 
fome  difcovery,  that  would  render  him  as  famous  as 
his  elder  brother  the  marquis  Pizarro. 

This  refolucion  Gonzalo  communicated  to  Francis 
Orellana,  a  gentleman  of  Truxillo,  who  came  to  join 
him  in  the  valley  of  Zumaque  :  and  having  taken 
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100  foldiers,  and  fome  Indians  for  guides  and  to  carry 
provisions,  he  marched  directly  to  the  eaft.  But  thefe 
guides  foon  brought  him  into  a  country  full  of  moun- 
tains, forefts,  and  torrents ;  which  obliged  him  to 
make  ways  where  he  found  none,  and  to  open  a  paf- 
fage  through  the  woods  with  hatchets.  However 
after  many  days  march,  he  pierced  through  as  far  as 
the  province  of  Coca,  where  the  cacique  came  to 
meet  him,  and  offered  him  all  the  accommodations 
the  country  afforded. 

Gonzalo  wras  highly  pleafed  with  this  reception; 
and  by  the  affiftance  of  his  guides  entered  into  a 
converfation  with  the  cacique,  who  let  him  know, 
that  the  country  through  which  he  had  palled  was 
fo  full  of  mountains,  forefts  and  rivers,  that  he 
had  taken  the  only  paffage  that  could  have  brought 
him  thither :  but  that,  if  he  was  willing  to  embark 
on  the  river  he  faw  before  him,  or  to  follow  it  by 
land,  he  might  aifure  himfdf,  that  he  mould  reach 
the  banks  of  another  river,  much  larger  than  this, 
where  there  was  a  plentiful  country,  whole  inhabi- 
tants were  covered  with  plates  of  gold. 

The  cacique  could  not  have  mentioned  a  more 
alluring  motive  :  Gonzalo's  avarice  was  fired,  and  he 
immediately  fent  two  of  his  guides  with  orders  to 
the  officers  and  foldiers  he  had  left  at  Zumaque 
to  come  and  join  him  immediately.  Thefe  or- 
ders they  inftantly  obeyed;  and  furmounting  all 
the  difficulties  of  the  way,  arrived  much  fatigued 
at  the  town  of  Coca,  where  Gonzalo  made  them 
flay  fome  days  to  refrefh  themfelves.  He  after- 
ward proceeded  along  the  banks  of  the  river,  which 
were  extremely  pleafant :  but  the  fmoothnefs  of  the 
way  did  not  laft  long.  It  was  foon  interrupted  by 
fmall  rivers  and  uneven  grounds ;  and  they  were 
obliged  to  march  43  days  without  finding  either 
provifions,  fords,  or  canoes  to  enable  them  to  pafs 
the  river.  By  this  long  march  they  were  much  fa- 
tigued, when  they  were  flopped  by  a  fight  which  ap- 
D  d  3  peared 
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peared  very  furprifing  ;  the  river  grew  narrow  and 
confined  between  two  rocks,  at  no  more  than  26  feet 
diftanee  from  each  other  ;  and  the  water  milling  with 
rapidity  through  this  ftrait,  precipitated  itfelf  into  a 
valley,  which  lay  200  fathoms  below. 

Here  Pizarro  made  that  famous  bridge  for  his 
troops  to  pafs  over,  which  is  fo  much  extolled  by 
the  Spanifh  hiftorians ;  but  finding  the  way  not  at  all 
the  better  on  the  other  fide,  and  their  provisions  grow- 
ing daily  more  and  more  fcarce,  he  refolved  to  caufe 
a  brigantine  to  be  built,  in  order  to  carry  by  water 
all  his  fick  men,  provifions,  baggage  and  gold. 
This  being  done  with  no  fmail  difficulty,  Pizarro  fent 
on  board  this  veffel  whatever  had  obftructed  his 
march,  with  50  foldiers,  under  the  command  of  Fran- 
cis Orellana,  who  were  ftridUy  ordered  to  keep  up  with 
them,  and  to  come  every  night  to  the  camp.  This 
order  he  obferved  very  exactly,  till  Gonzalo  feeing 
all  his  men  pinched  with  hunger,  commanded  him 
to  go  in  fearch  of  provifions  and  cottages,  where  the 
Spaniards  might  meet  with  refreshments. 

No  fooner  had  Orellana  received  his  orders,  than 
he  lanched  out  into  the  middle  of  the  river,  where 
the  rapidity  of  the  ftream  carried  him,  as  fail  as  he 
could  wiiri  j  for  in  three  days  he  made  above  100 
leao-ues  without  the  ufe  of  either  fails  or  oars.  The 
current  of  the  river  Coca,  at  length  carried  him  into 
a  much  larger  river,  where  the  flream  -was  not  near  fo 
fwift.  He  there  ftaid  a  whole  day  to  make  his  obfer- 
vationj  and  perceiving  that  the  farther  he  went 
down,  the  more  the  river  widened,  he  had  not  the 
lead  doubt  that  this  was  the  great  river  that  had  been 
fo  often  fought  for :  which  filled  him  with  fuch  joy 
at  his  good  fortune,  that  without  paying  the  leaft  re- 
gard to  his  duty  to  Gonzalo  Pizarro,  he  thought  of 
nothing  but  executing  an  enterprize  he  was  then 
forming.  For  this  purpofe  he  founded  his  men  ;  tel- 
ling them,  that  he  afpired  to  a  much  higher  dignity 
than  could  be  obtained  in  the  fervice  of  Pizarro ;  that 
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he  owed  every  thing  to  himfelf  and  to  his  king  •,  and 
that  his  fortune  having,  as  it  were,  led  him  by  the 
hand,  to  the  greateit  and  moil  deferable  difcovery  that 
ever  was  made  in  the  Indies,  namely,  the  great  river 
whereupon  they  were  failing ;  which  coming  out  of 
Peru,  and  running  from  well  to  eafl,  was  the  fined 
channel  in  the  new  world,  through  which  they  might 
pafs  from  the  South  Sea  to  the  Atlantic  Ocean  :  he 
could  not,  without  betraying  them  all,  and  with- 
out ravifhing  from  them  the  fruits  of  their  voyage 
and  induftry,  make  others  lhare  in  a  favour  which 
heaven  had  referved  for  them  alone. 

Thefe  reprefentations  had  the  deflred  effecl;  >  and 
infpired  his  men  with  a  fhare  of  that  ambition  which 
fired  his  own  bread.  His  neceffities  however  force- 
times  forced  him  to  land  with  his  people  to  obtain 
provifions ;  but  as  he  did  not  take  thefe  with  that 
prudence  that  became  him  in  a  flrange  country,  the 
natives  unanimoufly  took  up  arms,  and  with  great 
boldnefs  fell  upon  the  Spaniards ;  who  defended 
themfelves  with  much  courage,  and  killed  many  of 
their  antagonifts  with  their  crofs-bows.  Upon  infpecl> 
ing  their  bodies,  they  found  that  feveral  of  them 
were  women;  it  being  no  uncommon  thing  in  that 
country  for  the  women  to  fight  by  the  fides  of  their 
hufbands.  ,  But  Orellana  being  of  a  romantic  turn, 
improved  this  flight  hint  into  a  formal  hiftory  of  a 
great  nation  of  Amazons  fettled  upon  this  river :  by 
which  fable,  he  overturned  his  great  defign  of  giving 
it  his  own  name  ;  for  from  this  flory  it  received  the 
name  which  it  flill  bears,  and  will  always  bear,  of 
The  River  of  the  Amazons. 

In  the  remaining  part  of  his  paflage,  Orellana 
took  care  to  behave  with  more  prudence  and  mild- 
nefs  to  the  people  he  met  with  §  among  whom  were 
many  genteel  and  even  polite  nations.  In  fine,  he 
paned  down  the  river  to  the  fea  -,  and  having  coafted! 
about  a  promontory,  now  called  the  North  Cape2 
two  hundred  leagues  from  the  ifland  of  Trinidada, 
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d  directly  thither,  and  there  buying  a  fhip,  re- 

ypaifi,  where  he  made  fuch  a  report  of  the 

ad  ieen  to  the  emperor  Charles  V.  that 

ua  ample  a  cornmiffion  as  he  could  defire. 

^ear  1549,  he  failed  with  three  mips  for  the 

of  r  e  .imazphs  -,  but  this  fecond  expedition  was 

rery  1  everfe  of  the  firfb,  and  was  unfortunate  from 

1  *e  very  beginning  :    for  being  wrecked  on  the  coaft 

of  the  Caraccas,  he  died  of  mere  vexation  and  defpair 

in  the  ifland  of  St.  Margaret. 

But  to  return  to  Gonzalo,  who,  while  Orellana 
was  engaged  in  this  expedition,  was  reduced  to  the 
greateft  diftrefs  :  he  proceeded  feveral  days  along  the 
banks  of  the  river,  till  at  laft  feeing  that  there  were 
no  hopes  of  Orellana's  return,  he  concluded,  that 
he  and  his  men  were  loll ;  and  therefore  giving  up 
all  expectation  of  making  any  farther  difcoveries 
in  that  country,  proceeded  back  to  his  government 
of  Quito. 

After  the  marquis  Pizarro  had  fent  his  brother 
Gonzalo  on  the  above  expedition,  he  employed  him- 
ielf  iblely  in  fecuring  and  eftablifhing  his  authority  by 
a  method  that  was  at  once  the  moil  cruel  and  impo- 
litic. He  had  before  difcharged  all  the  officers  whom 
he  fufpecled  to  have  had  any  regard  for  Almagro; 
and  confcious  of  his  own  injuftice,  and  fearing  left 
they  fhould  complain  againft  him,  he  prevented  their 
returning  home  to  Spain,  by  which  means  many  of 
them  were  reduced  to  the  neceility  of  living  upon 
the  alms  of  their  countrymen.  He  refolved  to  de- 
prive them  even  of  this  pitiful  fub'fiflence ;  and  for 
this  purpofe,  pu'bliihed  an  edict  forbidding  any  to  re- 
lieve them ;  a  proceeding  that  at  once  rendered  them 
defperate  -,  and  feeing  no  end  to  their  miferies,  but 
by  difpatching  themfelves  or  the  marquis,  they  re- 
folved upon  the  latter.  He  was  affaffinated  in  his 
own  houfe  on  Sunday  June  26th  1541,  in  the  65th 
year  of  his  age,  in  the  city  of  Lima,  the  capital  of 
Peru,  which  he  had  founded  ten  or  eleven  years  be- 
fore* 
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fore.  His  body  was,  by  the  young  Almagro's  per- 
million,  privately  interred  by  his  fervants,  no  per- 
fon  of  any  figure  daring  at  this  juncture,  to  attend 
his  funeral,  for  fear  of  giving  offence  to  the  prevail- 
ing party. 

The  meannefs  of  Pizarro's  education  was  publickly 
known,  from  his  not  being  able  to  write  his  own 
name,  which  was  always  inferted  by  his  fecretary  be- 
tween two  ftrokes,  which  he  drew  with  a  pen.  He 
was  never  married,  but  had  feveral  concubines,  fome 
of  them  the  daughters  and  fillers  of  the  incas  :  how- 
ever, it  is  not  known  that  he  left  any  children  behind 
him. 

No  fooner  was  this  bloody  affair  compleated,  than 
the  confpirators  returned  to  the  market-place,  de* 
daring  that  the  tyrant  was  dead ;  and  proclaimed  the 
young  Almagro  governor  of  Peru.  For  all  the  friends 
of  Almagro  had  afTembled  while  the  others  were 
attacking  the  marquis  in  his  palace,  and  fecuring  his 
guards,  prevented  his  receiving  any  afTiflance.  They 
al-fo  fecured  all  the  horfes  and  arms  in  the  city,  and 
commanded  all  the  inhabitants  who  refufed  to  join 
them,  not  to  flir  out  of  their  houfes  without  leave. 
They  plundered  the  houfes  of  the  marquis,  and  his 
principal  friends,  in  which  they  found  immenfe  trea- 
lure.  They  did  not  meddle  with  the  furniture  of  the 
marquis's  palace,  which  they  left  for  the  ufe  of  the 
young  Almagro,  whom  they  had  no  fooner  proclaimed 
governor,  than  they  conducted  thither. 

The  death  of  Pizarro  was,  however,  far  from  re- 
storing quiet  to  Peru  ;  for  a  new  commifiioner  named 
Vaca  de  Caftro,  a  man  of  ftricl:  integrity,  being  fent 
from  Spain  to  compofe  the  differences  among  the  ge- 
nerals, and  in  cafe  of  Pizarro's  death  to  afTume  the 
government  of  Peru ;  he  made  head  againfl  young 
Almagro,  and  defeated  him.  The  confequence  was, 
that  Almagro  was  tried,  condemned,  and  executed  in 
the  fame  place  where  his  father  loft  his  life  before ; 
together  with  the  chief  perfons  of  his  party. 

De 
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De  Caltro  then  difbanded  his  troops  and  applied 
himfelf  to  prudent  regulations  for  the  equitable  admi- 
niftratipn  of  government ;  but  the  cabals  of  the  mi- 
niftry  in  Spain  obftructed  his  progrefs.  A  kind  of 
royal  audience  was  eftablifhed  in  Peru,  which  thwarted 
all  his  meafures ;  a  new  governor  was  fent  over  of  an 
haughty  arbitrary  difpofition ;  and  in  the  mean  time 
Gonzalo  Pizarro  got  himfelf  acknowledged  governor 
of  Peru,  by  a  formidable  party  -,  fo  that  now  all  was 
diftraction  and  confufion. 

The. emperor  being  uneafy  at  hearing  of  thefe  dan- 
gerous divifions,  fent  Pedro  de  Gafco,  a  prieft  of  an 
excellent  character,  over  under  the  title  of  prefident 
of  the  royal  court  of  Peru,  with  fovereign  powers. 
He  defeated  Gonzalo  Pizarro,  and  taking  him  pri- 
foner,  caufed  him  to,  be  tried  and  beheaded  -,  and 
his  principal  followers  to  be  hanged.  After  having 
made  thefe  facrifices,  he  proclaimed  a  general  par- 
don, and  retired  to  Cuzco,  where  he  flaid  for  fome 
time,  and  was  greatly  perplexed  in  diitributing  the 
land  among  the  foldiers,  in  which  he  found  it  im- 
poffible  to  fatisfy  their  feveral  demands.  At  length, 
being  wearied  out  with  their  folicitations,  he  re- 
folved  to  efcape  from  them  at  once,  and  therefore 
privately  withdrew  to  Lima,  whence  he  went  to 
Panama,  in  order  to  embark  for  Europe :  and  it  is 
iaid,  carried  with  him  near  two  millions  for  the 
emperors  ufe,  and  not  a  ducat  for  himfelf.  He  em- 
barked at  Nombre  de  Dios  for  Spain,  in  die  year 
j  550 ;  and  at  his  arrival,  the  emperor  was  fo  pleafed 
with  his  conduct,  that  he  gave  him  the  bilhopric  of 
Siguenca?  a  city  in  eld  Cailile, 
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A  Voyage  to  South  'America, 

'By    DON    GEORGE    JUAN 

AND 

DON    ANTONIO    DE    ULLOA, 


THIS  voyage  may  be  confidered  as  one  of  the 
moft  ufeful  and  authentic  narratives  that  ever 
appeared  in  any  language.  It  was  undertaken  by  the 
command  of  the  king  of  Spain,  and  the  original 
publifhed  at  Madrid  by  his  direction.  The  motive 
that  gave  rife  to  this  expedition  was,  to  meafure  the 
length  of  a  degree  of  the  meridian  near  the  equator, 
in  order  to  determine  the  true  figure  of  the  earth. 
Lewis  XV.  had  applied  to  the  Spanifh  monarch  for 
leave  to  fend  fome  of  the  royal  academy  of  fciences 
at  Paris  to  Quito,  which  is  fituated  near  the  equator, 
that  they  might  make  the  neceffary  obfervations  for 
determining  a  problem  of  fuch  importance  to  the 
fciences  in  general,  and  to  thofe  of  geography  and 
navigation  in  particular,  The  king  of  Spain,  per- 
fuaded  of  the  candour  of  this  application,  and  being 
defirous  of  concurring  in  fo  noble  a  defign,  not  only 
granted  leave  for  the  French  mathematicians  to  repair 
to  Quito,  but  alfo  appointed  Don  George  Juan,  and 
Don  Antonio  de  Ulioa,  both  captains  in  the  Spanifh 
navy,  and  very  able  mathematicians,  to  accompany 
the  French  artifts,  and  affift  them  in  an  undertaking 
at  once  fo  ufeful  and  fo  difficult  to  be  performed. 

The  Spanifh  artifts  embarked  at  Cadiz  on  the  26th 
pf  May  j  735  3,    but  the  wind  ihifring,  they  were 

obliged 
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obliged  to  come  to  an  anchor  about  half  a  league  with- 
out Las  Puercas,  where  they  remained  till  the  28th, 
when  the  wind  coming  about  to  the  northward,  they 
once  more  got  under  fail  •,  and  without  meeting  with 
any  accident  worth  relating,  came  to  an  anchor  in 
Carthagena  bay  on  the  9th  of  July. 

The  city  of  Carthagena  ftands  in  10  deg.  25  min. 
48-J  feconds  north  latitude,  and  in  the  longitude  of 
282  deg.  28  min.  36  feconds,  from  the  meridian  of 
Paris;  and  301  deg.  12  min.  36  feconds,  from  the 
meridian  of  Pico  TenerifFe,  as  appeared  from  the  ob- 
fervations  of  the  Spanifh  artifts.  The  variation  of  the 
needle  they  alio,  from  feveral  obfervations,  found  to 
be  eight  degrees  eafteriy. 

The  advantageous  fituation  of  Carthagena,  the  ex- 
tent and  fecurity  of  its  bay,  and  the  great  mare  it  at- 
tained of  the  commerce  of  that  fonthern  continent, 
ibon  caufed  it  to  be  erected  into  a  city  -,  and  the  fame 
circumftance  contributed  to  its  prefervation  and  in- 
creafe,  fo  that  it  foon  became  the  mod  efteemed  fet- 
tiernent  and  ftaple  of  the  Spaniards  ;  but  at  the  fame 
time  thefe  advantages  alio  drew  on  it  the  hoftilities  of 
foreigners,  who,  thiriting  after  its  riches,  or  induced 
by  the  importance  of  the  place  itfelf,  have  feveral 
limes  taken  and  plundered  it. 

The  city  is  fkuated  on  a  iandy  ifland,  which  form- 
ing a  narrow  paffage  on  the  fouth-weft,  opens  a  com- 
munication with  that  part  called  Tierra  Bomba,  as  far 
as  Boca  Chica.  The  neck  of  land  which  now  joins 
them,  was  formerly  the  entrance  of  the  bay  ;  but  it 
having  been  clofed  up  by  orders  from  Madrid,  Boca 
Chica  became  the  only  entrance  ;  and  this  alio  has 
been  filled  up  fince  the  laft  attempt  of  the  Englifh  in 
the  year  1741.  This  attempt  induced  the  Spanifh 
court  to  fend  orders  for  opening  the  old  entrance, 
through  which  all  fhips  now  fail  into  the  bay.  The 
land  is  fo  narrow  on  the  north  fide,  that  before  the 
wall  was  begun,  the  diftance  from  fea  to  fea  was  only 
thirty-five  fathoms  5  but  afterward  enlarging,  forms 

another 
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another  ifland  on  this  fide  •,  and  the  whole  city  is,  ex- 
cepting thefe  two  places,  which  are  very  narrow,  en- 
tirely furrounded  by  the  fea.  Eaftward  it  communi- 
cates by  means  of  a  wooden  bridge.  The  fortifica- 
tions both  of  the  city  and  fuburbs  are  conftructed  m 
the  modern  form,  and  lined  with  free  ftone. 

The  city  and  fuburbs  of  Carthagena  are  well  laid 
out,  the  ftreets  being  ftraight,  broad,  uniform,  and 
well  paved.  The  houfes  are  built  of  ftone,  except  a 
few  which  are  of  brick  •,  butconfift  chiefly  of  only  one 
fiory  above  the  ground-floor;  the  apartments,  how- 
ever, are  well  contrived.  All  the  houfes  have  bal* 
conies  and  lattices  of  wood,  as  being  more  durable 
in  this  climate  than  iron,  which  is  foon  corroded  and 
deftroyed  by  the  moifture  and  acrimonious  quality  of 
the  nitrous  air :  and  from  this  cireumftance,  added 
to  the  fm oaky  colour  of  the  walls,  the  outlide  of- the 
buildings  make  but  an  indifferent  appearance. 

All  the  churches  and  convents  are  elegant  and  Ef- 
ficiently capacious ;  but  there  appears  fomething  cf 
poverty  in  the  ornaments,  and  fome  of  them  want 
what  even  decency  requires. 

The  jurisdiction  of  the  government  of  Carthagena 
reaches  eaftward  to  the  great  river  de  la  Magdalena, 
and  along  it  fouthward ;  till  winding  away,  it  borders 
on  the  province  of  Antioguia  :  thence  it  ftretches 
weftward  to  the  river  of  Darien  \  and  thence  north- 
ward to  the  ocean,  all  along  the  coafts  between  the 
mouths  of  thefe  two  rivers.  There  is  a  tradition,  that 
all  thefe  countries  formerly  abounded  in  gold,  and  fome 
veftiges  of  the  old  mines  of  that  metal  are  ftill  to  be 
feen  in  the  neighbourhoods  of  Sirniti,  San  Luca% 
and  Guamaco  -,  but  they  are  now  neglected »  being, 
as  imagined,  exhaufted.  But  what  equally  contri- 
buted to  the  richnefs  of  this  country,  was  the  trade 
it  carried  on  with  Choco  and  Darien  %  from  whence 
they  brought  in  exchange  for  this  metal,  tht  feveral 
manufactures  of  which  they  flood  in  need. 

To  the  above  circumftamial  defcription  of  the  city 
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of  Carthagena^  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  add  a  fliort  zcj 
count  of  its  inhabitants,  which  may  be  divided  into 
different  calls  or  tribes,  who  derive  their  origin  from  a 
coalition  of  whites,  negroes,  and  Indians.  It  will 
therefore  be  neceffary  to  treat  of  each  particularly. 

The  whites  may  be  divided  into  claries  ;  the  Euro- 
peans and  Creoles,  or  whites  born  in  the  country.  The 
former  are  commonly  called  Chapetones,  but  are  not 
numerous :  moft  of  them  either  return  into  Spain  after 
acquiring  a  competent  fortune,  or  remove  up  into  the 
inland  provinces  in  order  to  increafe  it.  Thofe  who 
are  fettled  at  Carthagena,  carry  on  the  whole  trade  of 
that  place,  and  live  in  opulence,  whilft  the  other  in- 
habitants are  indigent,  and  reduced  to  have  recourfe  to 
mean  and  hard  labour  for  fubfiflence.  The  families 
of  the  white  Creoles  compofe  the  landed  intereft; 
fome  of  them  have  large  eftates,  and  are  highly  re- 
fpected,  becaufe  their  anceftors  came  into  the  country 
invefted  with  honourable  pofts,  bringing  their  fa- 
milies with  them  when  they  fettled  here.  Some  of 
thefe  families,  in  order  to  keep  up  their  original  dig- 
nity, have  either  married  their  children  to  their  equals 
in  the  country,  or  fent  them  as  officers  on  board  the 
galleons.  Beiide  thciQ^  there  are  other  whites  in 
mean  circumftances,  who  either  owe  their  origin  to 
Indian  families,  or  at  lead  to  an  intermarriage  with 
them  %  fo  that  there  is  fome  mixture  in  their  blood  : 
but  when  this  is  not  difcoverable  by  their  colour,  the 
conceit  of  being  whites,  alleviates  thepreffure  of  every 
other  calamity. 

Among  the  other  tribes  which  are  derived  from  an 
intermarriage  of  the  whites  with  the  negroes,  the  firft 
are  the  Mulattoes,  fo  well  known,  that  there  is  no 
neceffity  for  faying  any  thing  farther  on  this  head. 
Next  to  thefe  are  the  Tercerones,  produced  from  a 
white  and  a  Mulatto,  with,  fome  approximation  to  the 
former,  but  not  fo  near  as  to  obliterate  their  origin. 
After  thefe  follow  the  Quarterones,  proceeding  from 
a  white  and  a  Terctron.    The  laft  are  the  Quinterones, 

who 
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who  owe  their  origin  to  a  white  and  a  Quarteron. 
This  is  the  laft  gradation,  there  being  no  vifible  dif- 
ference between  them  and  the  whites,  either  in  colour 
or  features  ;  nay,  they  are  often  even  fairer  than,  the 
Spaniards  themfelves.  The  children  of  a  white  and 
Quinteron  are  alfo  called  Spaniards,  and  confider 
themfelves  as  free  from  all  taint  of  the  negroe  race. 
Every  perfon  is  fo  jealous  of  their  tribe  or  cafl,  that 
if  through  any  inadvertence,  without  the  leafl  inten- 
tion to  affront,  you  call  them  by  a  degree  lower  than 
what  they  actually  are,  they  are  highly  offended. 

Before  they  attain  the  clafs  of  the  Qiiinterones,  there 
are  feveral  intervening  circmnflances  which  throw 
them  back  ;  for  between  the  Mulatto  and  the  negro, 
there  is  an  intermediate  race,  which  they  call  Sambos, 
owing  their  origin  to  a  mixture  between  one  of  thefe 
with  an  Indian,  or  among  themfelves.  They  are  alfo 
diftinguifhed  according  to  the  cafls  their  fathers  were 
of.  Betwixt  the  Tercerones  and  the  Mulattos,  the 
Quarterones  and  the  Tercerones,  &c.  are  thofe  called 
Tente  en  el  Ayre,  fufpended  in  the  air,  becaufe  they 
neither  advance  nor  recede.  Children  whofe  parents 
are  a  Quarteron  or  Quinteron,  and  a  Mulatto  or  Ter- 
ceron,  are  Salto  atras,  retrogrades  \  becaufe  infiead  of 
advancing  toward  being  whites,  they  have  gone  back- 
wards towards  the  negro  race.  All  the  children  be- 
tween a  negro  and  a  Quarteron,  are  called  Sambos  de 
Negro,  de  Mulatto,  de  Terceron,  &c. 

Thefe  are  the  rnoft  known  and  common  tribes  or 
carls  ,  there  are  indeed  feveral  others  proceeding  from 
their  intermarriages  •,  but  being  fo  various,  even  they 
themfelves  cannot  eafily  diftinguifh  them. 

Thefe  calls,  from  the  Mulattos,  all  affect  the  Spa- 
nifh  drefs,  but  wear  very  flight  fluffs  on  account -of 
the  heat  of  the  climate.  Thefe  are  the  mechanics  of 
the  city  \  the  whites,  whether  Creoles  or  Chapitones, 
difdaining  fuch  mean  occupations,  follow  nothing  be- 
low merchandize.  But  it  being  impofTible  for  all  to 
fucceed,  great  numbers  not  being  able  to  procure  fuf- 
5  ficient 
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ficient  credit,  become  poor  and  miferable  from  their 
averfion  to  thofe  trades  they  follow  in  Europe ;  and 
inftead  of  the  riches,  which  they  flattered  themfelves 
with  poflefiing  in  the  Indies,  they  experience  the  moft 
complicated  wretchednefs. 

The  clafs  of  Negroes  is  divided  into  two  parts,  the 
free  men  and  the  flaves ;  the  latter  are  employed  in 
the  farms  and  villages,  and  part  in  the  city.  Thofe 
in  the  city  are  obliged  to  perform  the  moft  laborious 
fervices,  and  pay  out  of  their  wages,  a  certain  quota 
to  their  mailers,  fubfifting  themfelves  on  the  fmall  re- 
mainder. The  violence  of  the  heat  not  permitting 
them  to  wear  any  cloaths,  their  only  covering  is  a 
fmall  piece  of  cotton  fluff  about  their  waift ;  the  fe- 
male flaves  go  in  the  fame  manner.  Some  of  thefe 
live  at  the  farm  houfes,  being  married  to  the  flaves 
who  work  there ;  while  thofe  in  the  city  fell  in  the 
markets  all  kinds  of  eatables  and  dry  fruits,  fweet- 
meats,  cakes  made  of  maize  and  caflava,  and  feveral 
other  things  about  the  ftreets.  Thofe  who  have  chil- 
dren fucking  at  their  breads,  carry  them  on  their 
moulders,  in  order  to  have  their  arms  at  liberty  ;  and 
when  the  infant  is  hungry,  they  give  them  the  bread 
either  under  the  arm,  or  over  the  fhoulder,  without 
taking  them  from  their  backs.  This  will  perhaps  ap- 
pear incredible,  but  their  breads  being  left  to  grow 
without  any  prefTure  on  them,  often  hang  down  to 
their  very  waift. 

In  the  houfe  the  whole  exercife  of  the  ladies  confifls 
in  fitting  in  their  hammocks,  and  fwinging  themfelves 
for  air.  This  is  fo  general  a  cuftom,  that  there  is  not 
a  houfe  without  two  or  three,  according  to  the  num- 
ber of  the  family.  In  thefe  they  pafs  the  greater  part 
of  the  day ;  and  often  men,  as  well  as  women,  fleep 
in  them,  without .  minding  the  inconveniency  of  not 
llretching  the  body  at  full  length. 

Both  fexes  are  obferved  to  be  poffefled  of  a  great 
fhare  of  wit  and  penetration,  and  alfo  of  a  genius  pro- 
per to  excel  in  all  kinds  of  mechanic  arts.     This  is 
4  „  particularly 
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particularly  confpicuous  in  thofe  who  apply  them- 
felves  to  literature,  and  who,  at  a  tender  age,  fhew  a 
judgment  and  perfpicacity,  which,  in  other  climates, 
is  attained  only  by  a  long  ferles  of  years  and  the 
greater!  application.  This  happy  difpofition  con- 
tinues till  they  are  between  twenty  and  thirty  years 
of  age,  after  which  they  generally  decline  as  fall  as 
they  rofe ;  and  frequently  before  they  arrive  at  that 
age,  when  they  fhould  begin  to  reap  rhe  advantage 
of  their  ftudies,  a  natural  indolence  checks  their  far- 
ther progrefs,  and  they  forfake  the  fciences,  leaving 
the  furprifing  effects  of  their  capacity  imperfect. 

The  principal  caufe  of  the  fhort  duration  of  fuch 
promiling  beginnings,  and  of  the  indolent  turn  fo 
often  fttn  in  thefe  bright  geniufes,  is  doubtlefs  the 
want  of  proper  objects  for  exercifing  their  faculties, 
and  the  imall  hopes  of  being  preferred  to  any  pod 
anfwerable  to  the  pains  they  have  taken  :  for  as  there 
is  in  this  country  neither  army  nor  navy,  and  the  civil 
employments  very  few,  it  is  not  at  all  furprifing,  that 
the  defpair  of  making  their  fortunes  by  this  method 
fhould  damp  their  ardor  for  excelling  in  the  fciences, 
and  plunge  them  into  idlenefs,  the  fure  forerunner  of 
vice  ;  where  they  lofe  the  ufe  of  their  reafon,  and 
ilirle  thofe  good  principles  which  fired  them  when 
young  and  under  proper  fubjection.  The  fame  is  evi- 
dent in  the  mechanic  arts  ;  wherein  they  early  excel, 
and  Ipeedily  decline,  from  the  caufes  already  men- 
tioned. 

Charity  is  a  virtue  in  which  all  the  inhabitants  of 
Carthagena,  without  exception,  may  be  faid  particu~ 
larly  to  excel ;  and  did  they  not  liberally  exert  it  to- 
wards European  itrangers,  who  generally  come  hither, 
as  they  phrafe  it,  to  feek  their  fortune,  they  would 
often  periih  with  ficknefs  and  poverty.  This  appears 
a  fubjeci:  of  fuch  importance,  though  well  known  to 
all  who  have  vifited  this  part  of  the  world,  that  a 
word  or  two  muft  be  added  on  it,  in  order  to  un- 
deceive thofe  who,  not  contented  with  perhaps  a 
competent  eftate  in  their  own  country,  imagine  that 
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it  is  only  fetting  their  foot  in  the  Indies,  and  their  for- 
tune is  made. 

Thofe  on  board  of  the  galleons  who  are  called 
Pulizones,  are  men  without  employment,  flock,  or 
recommendation ,  who  leave  their  country  as  fugi- 
tives, and,,  without  licence  from  the  officers,  come  to 
feek  their  fortune  in  a  country,  where  they  are  utterly 
unknown.  Thefe,  after  traverfing  the  flreets  till 
they  have  nothing  left  to  procure  them  lodging  or 
food,  are  reduced  to  have  recourfe  to  the  lafl  ex- 
tremity, the  Francifcan  hofpital,  where  they  receive 
not  in  a  quantity  Sufficient  to  fatisfy  hunger,  but  barely 
to  keep  them  alive,  a  kind  of  pap  made  of  caffava; 
which,  as  the  natives  themfelves  will  not  eat  it,  the 
tafte,  to  wretched  mortals  never  ufed  to  fuch  food, 
may  be  eafily  conceived.  As  this  is  their  food,  fo 
their  lodging  is  the  entrance  of  the  fquares,  and  the 
portico's  of  churches,  till  their  good  fortune  throws 
them  in  the  way  of  hiring  themfelves  to  fome  trader 
going  up  the  country,  and  who  wants  a  fervant :  for 
the  city  merchants,  flanding  in  no  need  of  them,  fhew 
no  great  countenance  to  thefe  adventurers,  as  they 
may  very  juftly  be  called.  Affected  by  the  difference 
of  the  climate,  aggravated  by  bad  food,  dejected  and 
tortured  by  the  entire  difappointment  of  their  roman- 
tic hopes,  they  fall  into  a  thoufand  evils,  which  can- 
not well  be  reprefented ;  and  among  others,  that  dis- 
temper called  at  Carthagena,  Chapelanada,  or  the 
diftemper  of  the  Chapitones,  without  any  other  fuc- 
cour  to  fly  to  than  Divine  Providence  j  for  none  find 
admittance  into  the  hofpital  of  St.  Juan  de  Dios,  but 
thofe  who  are  able  to  pay;  and  consequently  poverty 
becomes  an  abfolute  exclufion.  Now  it  is  that  the 
charity  of  thefe  people  becomes  confpicuous.  The 
Negro  and  Mulatto  and  other  free  women,  moved  at 
their  deplorable  condition,  carry  them  to  their  houfes, 
and  nurfe  them  with  the  greatefl  care  and  affection. 
If  any  one  die,  they  bury  him  by  the  charity  they  pro- 
cure, and  even  caufe  maffes  to  be  faid  for  him.     The 

general* 
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general  ifTue  of  this  endearing  benevolence  is,  that  the 
Chapitone,  on  his  recovery,  during  the  fervour  of  his 
gratitude,  marries  either  his  Negro  or  Mulatto  bene- 
faclrefs,  or  one  of  her  daughters  ;  and  thus  he  is  fet- 
tled, but  much  more  wretchedly  than  he  could  have, 
been  in  his  own  country,  though  he  had  only  his  la> 
bour  to  fubfift  om 

The  difmteredednefs  of  thefe  people  is  fuch,  that 
their  companion  toward  the  Chapitones  mud  not  be 
imputed  to  the  hopes  of  producing  a  marriage,  it 
being  very  common  for  them  to  refufe  offers  with 
regard  to  themfelves  or  their .  daughters,  that  their 
mifery  may  not  be  perpetual  -,  but  endeavour  to  find 
them  a  mailer,  whom  they  may  attend  up  the  coun- 
try, whither  their  inclination  or  the  faired  profpects 
lead  them* 

Thofe  who  remain  in  the  city,  whether  bound  by 
one  of  the  above  marriages,  or  become  watermen  and 
labourers,  or  fuch  like  mean  occupations,  are  fo  ha- 
raffed  with  labour,  and  their  wages  fo  fmall,  that  their 
condition  in  their  own  country  muft  have  been  rnifer- 
able  indeed,  if  they  have  not  reafon  to  regret  their, 
quitting  it.  And  the  height  of  their  enjoyment,  after 
toiling  all  day  and  part  of  the  night,  is  to  regale  them- 
felves with  force  bananas,  a  cake  of  maize,  or  cafava, 
which  ferves  for  bread,  and  a  flice  of  cafajo,  or  hung 
beef-,  without  ever  tailing  any  wheat  bread  during 
the  whole  year. 

Others,  and  not  a  few,  equally  unfortunate  with 
the  former,  retire  to  ibrne  fmall  farm-houfe,  where 
in  a  bujio,  or  draw  hut,  they  live  little  different  from 
beads,  cultivating,  in  a  very  fmall  foot,  fuch  vege- 
tables as  are  at  hand5  and  fubfifting  on  the  fale  of  them. 

Among  the  reigning  cudorns  here,  fome  are  very 
different  from  thofe  of  Spam,  or  the  mod  known 
parts  of  Europe.  The  principal  of  thefe  are  the  ufe 
of  brandy,  cacao,  honey,  fweetmeats,  and  fmoaking 
tobacco,  which  fhall  be  taken  notice  of  in  their  proper 
places, 
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The  ufe  of  brandy  is  fo  common,  that  the  mod  re- 
gular and  fober  perfons  of  all  degrees  never  omit 
drinking  a  glafs  of  it  every  morning  about  eleven 
o'clock,  alleging  that  this  fpirit  ftrengthens  the  fto- 
rnach,  weakened  by  copious  and  conftant  perfpira- 
tion,  and  fharpens  the  appetite.  Hacer  las  once,  to 
do  the  eleven,  that  is,  to  drink  a  glafs  of  brandy,  is 
the  common  phrafe.  This  cuftom,  not  efteemed  per- 
nicious by  thefe  people  when  ufed  with  moderation, 
has  degenerated  into  vice ;  many  being  fo  fond  of 
it,  that  during  the  whole  day,  they  do  nothing  but 
hacer  las  once. 

Chocolate,  here  known  only  by  the  name  of  cacao, 
is  fo  common,  that  there  is  not  a  negro  Have  but  con- 
ftantly  allows  himfelf  a  regale  of  it  after  breakfaft ; 
and  the  negro  women  fell  it  ready  made  about  the 
ilreets,  at  the  rate  of  a  quarter  of  a  real  (about  five 
farthings  fterling)  for  a  dim.  This  is  however  fo  far 
from  being  all  cacao,  that  the  principal  ingredient  is 
maize  •,  but  that  ufed  by  the  better  fort  is  neat,  and 
worked  as  in  Spain.  This  they  conilantly  repeat  an 
hour  after  dinner,  but  never  ufe  it  fading,  or  without 
eating  fomething  with  it.  They  alfo  make  a  great 
ufe  of  fweetmeats  and  honey  ;  never  fo  much  as 
drinking  a  glafs  of  water  without  previoufly  eating 
fome  fweetmeats.  Honey  is  often  preferred  as  the 
fweeter,  to  conierves  or  other  fweetmeats,  either  wet 
or  dry.  Their  fweetmeats  are  eaten  with  wheat  bread, 
which  they  ufe  only  with  thefe  and  chocolate  ;  the 
honey  they  fp read  on  cafava  cakes. 

The  paffion  for  fmoaking  is  no  lefs  univerfal,  pre- 
vailing among  perfons  of  all  ranks  in  both  fexes.  The 
ladies  and  other  white  women  fmoak  only  in  their 
houfes ;  a  decency  not  obferved  either  by  the  women 
of  the  other  cafts,  nor  by  the  men  in  genera],  who 
regard  neither  time  nor  place.  r.  The  manner  of  ufing 
it  is,  by  (lender  rolls  compofed  of  the  leaves  of  that 
plant;  and  the  women  have. a  particular  method  of 
inhaling  the  fmoak.    They  put  the  lighted  part  of  the 
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roll  into  their  mouths,  and  there  continue  it  a  long 
time,  without  its  being  quenched,  or  the  fire  incom- 
moding them.  A  compliment  paid  to  thofe  for  whom 
they  profefs  an  intimacy  and  efteern,  is  to  light  their 
tobacco  for  them,  and  to  hand  them  around  to  thofe 
who  vifit  them.  To  refufe  the  offer  would  be  a  mark 
of  rudenefs  not  eafily  digefted  *  and  accordingly  they 
are  very  cautious  of  paying  this  compliment  to  any 
but  thofe  whom  they  previouily  know  to  be  ufed  to 
tobacco. 

One  of  the  mod  favourite  amufements  of  the  na- 
tives here,  is  a  ball,  or  fandango,  after  the  manner  of 
the  country.  And  thefe  are  the  diftinguifhed  rejoic- 
ings on  feftivals  and  remarkable  days.  But  while  the 
galleons,  guarda-coftas,  or  other  Spanifh  mips  arc 
here,  they  are  moil  common,  and  at- the  fame  time 
conducted  with  the  ieaft  order ;  the  crews  of  the  mips 
forcing  themfelves  into  their  ball-rooms.  Thefe  di~ 
verfions,  in  houfes  of  diftin&ion,  are  conducted  in  a 
very  regular  manner ;  they  open  with  Spanifh  dances, 
and  are  fucceeded  by  thofe  of  the  country,  which  are 
not  without  fpirit  and  gracefulnefs. 

The  fandangos,  or  balls  of  the  populace,  confifl 
principally  in  drinking  brandy  and  wine,  intermixed 
with  indecent  and  fcandaious  motions  and  geflures ; 
and  thefe  continual  rounds  of  drinking  foon  give  rife 
to  quarrels,  which  often  bring  on  misfortunes.  When 
any  ftrangers  of  rank  vifit  the  city,  they  are  generally 
at  the  expence  of  thefe  balls ;  and  as  the  entrance  is 
free  to  all,  and  no  want  of  liquor,  they  need  give 
themfelves  no  concern  about  the  want  of  company. 

Their  burials  and  mournings  are  alfo  fomething  fin- 
guiar,  as  in  this  particular  they  endeavour  to  difplay 
their  grandeur  and  dignity,  too  often  at  the  expence 
of  their  tranquillity.  If  the  deceafed  be  a  peribn  of 
condition,  his  body  is  placed  on  a  pompous  catafalco, 
erected  on  the  principal  apartment  of  the  houfe, 
amidft  a  blaze  of  tapers.  In  this  manner  the  corpfe 
lies  twenty-four  hours  or  longer,  for  the  acquaintance 
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of  the  family  to  vifit  it  at  all  hours  -,  and  like  wife  the 
lower  clafs  of  women,  among  whom  it  isa  cuftom  to 
come  and  lament  the  deceaied.  The  funeral  alfo  is 
accompanied  with  the  like  noify  lamentations  -3  and 
even  after  the  corpfe  is  depofited  in  the  grave,  the 
mourning  is  continued  in  the  houfe  for  nine  days. 

The  French  mathematicians  arrived  at  Carthagena 
on  the  fixteenth  of  November,  1735,  where  they  were 
joined  by  the  Spanifh  artiils ;  and  on  the  24th  they 
all  embarked  on  board  a  French  frigate  for  Porto- 
bello.  The  pafTage  was  very  fliort  and  pleafant ;  fo 
that  on  the  29th  of  the  fame  month  they  came  to  an 
anchor  in  Porto-bello  harbour. 

The  town  of  St.  Philip  de  Porto-bello,  according 
to  their  observations,  Hands  in  9  deg.  34  min.  35  fe- 
conds  north  latitude  ;  and  by  the  obfervations  of  fa- 
ther Feuillee,  in  the  longitude  of  82  desr.  10  min.  W. 
from  the  meridian  of  Paris,  This  harbour  was  dif- 
covered  on  the  fecond  of  November  1502  by  Chrifto- 
pher  Columbus,  who  was  fo  charmed  with  its  extent, 
depth,  and  fecurity,  that  he  gave  it  the  name  of 
Porto-Bello,  or  the  fine  harbour. 

The  town  {lands  near  the  fea,  on  the  declivity  of  a 
mountain  furrounding  the  whole  harbour,  Many  of 
the  houfes  are  built  with  wood,  but  in  fome  the  firft 
fbory  is  of  ftone,  and  the  remainder  of  wood.  They 
are  about  130  in  number,  and  moil  of  them  large  and 
fpacious.  It  is  under  the  jurifdiction  of  a  governor, 
with  the  title  of  lieutenant-general,  under  the  preii- 
dent  of  Panama.  At  the  eaft  end  of  the  town  is 
a  quarter  called  Guinea,  becaufe  there  all  the  negroes, 
whether  (laves  or  free,  have  their  habitations.  This 
quarter  is  much  crouded  when  tie  galleons  are  in  the 
harbour,  mod  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  entirely 
quitting  their  houfes  at  that  feafon,  for  the  advan- 
tage of  letting  them,  while  others  content  themfelves 
with  a  fmall  part,  in  order  to  make  money  of  the  reft. 
In  a  large  track  between  the  town  and  Gloria  ca(lle5 
barracks  are  erected,  and  principally  filled  with  the 
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fhips  crews  ;  who  keep  flails  of  fweetmeats,  and  other 
kind  of  eatables,  brought  from  Spain.  But  after  the 
conclufion  of  the  fair,  when  the  fnips  are  failed,  all 
thofe  buildings  are  taken  down,  and  the  town  returns 
to  its  former  tranquillity  and  emptinefs. 

The  harbour  of  Porto  Bello  is  extremely  comrno* 
dious  for  ail  forts  of  ihips  or  veflels ;  and,  though  its 
entrance  is  very  wide,  it  is  well  defended  by  fort  Su 
Philip  de  todo  Fierro.  It  Hands  on  the  north  point 
of  the  entrance,  which  is  about  fix  hundred  fathoms, 
or  fomething  lefs  than  the  fourth  part  of  a  league 
broad  ;  but  the  fouth  fide  being  full  of  rifes  of  rocks, 
extending  to  fome  diftance  from  the  more,  a  fhip  is 
obliged  to  ftand  to  the  north9  through  the  deepeft  part 
of  the  channel,  which  lies  in  the  middle  of  the  en- 
trance, and  thus  continues  in  a  ftraight  direction,  hav- 
ing nine,  ten,  or  fifteen  fathom  water,  and  a  bottom 
of  clayey  mud  mixed  with  chalk  and  fand. 

On  the  fouth  fide  of  the  harbour,  and  oppofite  to 
the  anchoring  place,  is  a  large  caftle,  called  Santo  Ja- 
go  de  la  Gloria ;  to  the  eaft  of  which,  at  the  diftance 
of  about  an  hundred  fathoms,  begins  the  town,  hav- 
ing before  it  a  point  of  land  projecting  into  the  har- 
bour. On  this  point  ftood  a  fmall  fort  called  St.  Je- 
rom,  within  ten  toifes  of  the  houfes.  All  thefe  were 
demolifned  by  admiral  Vernon5  who  in  1739  made 
hirnfelf  mailer  of  this  port. 

Among  the  mountains  which  furround  the  whole 
harbour  of  Porto  Bello,  beginning  from  St.  Philip  de 
todo  Fierro,  or  the  iron  Caftle,  and  without  any  de-, 
creafe  of  height,  extends  to  the  oppofite  point,  one  is 
particularly  remarkable  by  its  fuperior  altitude,  as  if 
deligned  for  the  barometer  of  the  country,  by  fore- 
telling every  change  of  weather.  This  mountain,  difc 
tinguifhed  by  the  name  of  Capiro,  ftands  at  the  ut* 
moil  extremity  of  the  harbour,  in  the  road  to  Panama. 
Its  top  is  always  covered  with  cloudsfof  a  denfity  and 
darknefs  feldom  feen  in  this  atmofphere  ;  and  from 
thefe,  which  are  called  the  capillo,  or  cap,  has  poffibly 
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been  corruptly  formed  the  name  of  Monte  Capiro, 
"When  thefe  clouds  thicken,  increafe  their  blacknefs, 
and  fink  below  their  uiual  ftation,  it  is  a  fure  fign  of  a 
temped  :  while,  on  the  other  hand,  their  clearnefs 
and  afcent,  as  certainly  indicate  the  approach  of  fair 
weather.  It  muft  however  be  remembered,  that  thefe 
changes  are  very  frequent,  and  almoft  inftantaneous. 
The  jurlfdiclion  of  the  lieutenant-general  governor 
of  Porto  Bello,  is  limited  to  the  town  and  the  forts  ; 
the  neighbouring  country,  over  \yhich  it  might  be 
extended,  being  full  of  mountains,  covered  y/ith  im- 
penetrable forefts,  except  a  few  valleys,  in  which  are 
thinly  fcattered  fome  fmall  farms. 

The  inclemency  of  the  climate  of  Porto  Bello  is 
fufHciently  known  all  over  Europe.  Not  only  ftran- 
gers  who  come  thither  are  affected  by  it,  but  even  the 
natives  themfeives  fuffer  in  various  manners.  It  de- 
ftroys  the  vigour  of  nature,  and  often  untimely  cuts 
the  thread  of  life.  The  heat  is  exceiTive,  being  aug- 
mented by  the  fituation  of  the  town,  which  is  furround- 
ed  with  high  mountains,  without  any  interval  for  the 
winds,  whereby  it  might  be  refrelhed.  The  trees  op 
thefe  mountains  ftand  fo  thick  as  to  intercept  the  rays 
of  the  fun  -,  and  confequently  hinder  them  from  drying 
the  earth  under  them  :  hence  copious  exhalations 
form  large  clouds,  and  precipitate  in  violent  torrents 
of  rain.  But  thefe  are  no  fooner  over,  than  the  fun 
breaks  forth  afreih,  and  mines  with  his  former  fplen- 
dor  -,  though  fcarce  has  the  activity  of  his  rays  dried 
the  fnrface  of  the  ground,  not  covered  by  the  trees, 
than  the  atmofphere  is  again  clouded  by  another  col- 
lection of  thick  vapours,  and  the  fun  again  con- 
cealed -,  and  in  this  marmer  it  continues  during  the 
whole  day  :  the  night  is  alfo  fubjecl:  to  the  Jame  vi- 
cifhtuues. 

Thefe  torrents  of  rain,  which  by  their  fuddennefs 
and  irnpetuofity  feem  to  threaten  afecond  deluge,  are 
accompanied  with  luch  tempefts  of  thunder  and  light- 
ning, as  mull  daiint  the  molt  relojute,     To  this  may 
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be  added  the  howlings  and  fhrieks  of  the  multitudes 
of  monkeys  of  all  kinds,  which  live  in  the  forefts  of 
the  mountains,  and  which  are  never  louder,  than  when 
a  man  of  war  fires  the  morning  and  evening  gun, 
though  they  are  ib  much  ufed  to  it. 

This  continual  inclemency,  added  to  the  fatigue  of 
the  feamen  in  unloading  the  mips,  renders  them  weak 
and  faint  -,  and  they,  in  order  to  recruit  their  fpirits, 
have  recourfe  to  brandy,  of  which  there  is,  on  thefc 
occafions,  an  incredible  confumption.  The  exceffive 
labour,  immoderate  drink,  and  the  inclemency  and 
unhealthfulnefs  of  the  climate,  mull  jointly  deftroy 
the  beft  cpnftitutions,  and  produce  thofe  deleterious 
difeafes  fo  common  in  this  country.  But  it  is  not  the 
feamen  alone  who  are  fufojeeT:  to  thefe  difeafes  ;  others 
who  are  ftrangers  to  the  feas,  and  not  concerned  in  the 
fatigues,  are  alfo  attacked  by  them  y  and,  confe- 
quently,  is  a  fufficient  demonilration  that  the  other 
two  are  only  collateral,  though  they  tend  both  tg 
fpread  and  inflame  the  diftemper.  On  fome  occafions, 
phyficians  have  been  fent  for  from  Carthagena,  as  be- 
ing fuppoied  to  be  better  acquainted  with  the  propereft 
methods  of  curing  the  diflempers  of  this  country,  and 
confequently  more  able  to  recover  the  feamen :  but 
experience  has  fhewn,  that  this  intention  has  been  fp 
little  anfwered,  that  the  galleons,  or  other  European 
fliips,  which  flay  any  ttne  here,  feldom  leave  it,  with- 
out burying  half,  or  at  lead  one  third  of  their  men  5 
and  hence  this  city  has  with  too  much  reafon  been 
termed  the  grave  of  the  Spaniards ;  but  it  may  with 
much  greater  propriety  be  applied  to  thofe  of  other 
nations  who  vifit  it. 

The  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  Porto  Bello,  by 
reafon  of  its  fmallnefs,  and  the  inclemency  of  its  cli- 
mate, is  very  inconfiderable,  and  the  greater!:  part  of 
thefe  are  negroes  and  mulattoes,  there  being  fcarce 
thirty  white  families  ;  for  all  who  by  commerce  or 
their  eftates  are  in  eafy  circumftances,  remove  to  Pa- 
nama, fo  that  thofe  only  flay  at  Porto  Bellp  whofe 
employment  oblige  them  to  it. 

2  Provi- 
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Provifions  are  fcarce  at  Porto  Bello,  and  confe- 
quently  dear,  particularly  during  the  time  of  the  gal- 
leons and  the  fair,  when  there  is  a  neceffity  for  a  fup- 
ply  from  Carthagena  and  Panama.  The  only  thing 
in  plenty  here  is  fifh,  of  which  there  is  a  great  va- 
riety, and  very  good.  It  alfo  abounds  in  fugar- canes, 
fo  that  the  chacaras,  or  farm  hotifes,  if  indeed  they 
deferve  that  name,  are  built  of  them.  They  have 
alio  fugar-works,  where  fugar,  molafTes,  and  rum, 
are  made. 

Frefh  water  pours  down  in  ft  reams  from  the  moun- 
tains, fome  running  without  the  town,  and  others 
croffing  it.  Theie  waters  are  very  light  and  digeftive, 
and,  in  thofe  who  are  ufed  to  them,  good  to  create  an 
appetite ;  qualities  which,  in  other  countries,  would 
be  very  valuable,  but  are  here  pernicious.  This  country 
feems  fo  curfed  by  nature,  that  what  is  in  itfelf  good, 
becomes  here  deftructive.  For  doubtlefs  this  water 
is  too  fine  and  acliye  for  the  ftomachs  of  the  inhabi- 
tants ;  and  thus  produces  dyfenteries,  the  laft  ftage  of 
all  other  diftempers,  and  which  the  patient  very  fel- 
dom  furvives.  The  rivulets,  in  their  defcent  from 
the  mountains,  form  little  refervoirs  or  ponds,  whofe 
coolnefs  is  increafed  by  the  made  of  the  trees  ;  and  in 
thefe  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  bathe  themfelves 
conftantly  every  day  at  eleven  in  the  morning :  and 
the  Europeans  fail  not  to  follow  an  example  fo  plea- 
fant  and  conducive  to  health. 

As  the  forefts  almoft  border  on  the  houfes  of  the 
town,  the  tigers  often  make  incurfions  into  the  ftreets 
during  the  night,  carrying  off  fowls,  dogs,  and  other 
domeftic  creatures ;  and  fometimes  even  boys  have 
fallen  a  prey  to  them  ;  and  it  is  certain  that  ravenous 
beafts,  after  tatting  human  flefh,  prefer  it  to  all  other. 
Befide  the  fnares  ufually  laid  for  them,  the  negroes 
and  mulattoes,  who  fell  wood  in  the  forefts  of  the 
mountains,  are  very  dexterous  in  encountering  the 
tiger ;  and  fome  even  on  account  of  the  (lender  re- 
ward, feek  them  in  their  retreats.     The  arms  in  this 
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onfet,  feemingly  fo  dangerous,  are  only  a  lance  of 
two  or  three  yards  in  length,  made  of  a  very  ftronoj 
wood,  with  the  point  of  the  fame  hardened  in  the  fire ; 
and  a  kind  of  ci meter  about  three  quarters  of  a  yard 
in  length.  Thus  armed  they  flay  till  the  creature 
makes  an  aiTault  on  the  left  arm,  which  holds  the  lance, 
and  is  wrapped  up  in  a  fhort  cloak  of  bays.  Some- 
times the  tiger,  aware  of  the  danger,  ferns  to  decline 
the  combat  •,  but  his  antagonift  provokes  him  with  a 
flight  touch  of  the  knee,  in  order,  while  he  is  defend- 
ing himfelf,  to  firike  a  fure  blow  :  for  as  foon  as  the 
creature  feels  the  lance,  he  grafps  it  with  one  of  his 
paws,  and  with  the  other  ftrikes  at  the  arm  which 
holds  it.  Then  it  is  that  the  perfon  nimbly  aims  a 
blow  with  his  cimeter,  which  he  kept  concealed  in  the 
other  hand,  and  hamftrings  the  tiger,  which  imme- 
diately draws  back  enraged,  but  returns  to  the 
charge  ;  when  receiving  another  fuch  ftroke,  is  to- 
tally deprived  of  his  moil  dangerous  weapons,  and 
rendered  incapable  of  moving.  After  which  the 
perfon  kills  him  at  his  leifure;  and  (tripping  off  his 
ikin,  cutting  off  the  head,  and  the  fore  and  hind  feet, 
returns  to  the  town,  difplaying  thpfe  as  the  trophies 
of  his  victory. 

Among  the  great  variety  of  animals  in  this  country, 
one  of  the  molt  remarkable  is  the  Perico  Ligero,  or 
nimble  Peter,  an  ironical  name  given  it  on  account  of 
its  extreme  fluggifhnefs  and  (loth.  It  refembles  a 
middling  monkey  in  fnape,  but  of  a  wretched  ap- 
pearance, the  ikin  of  it  being  of  a  greyifh  brown,  and 
all  over  corrugated,  and  the  legs  and  feet  without  any 
hair.  He  is  ih  lumpifh  as  not  to  (land  in  need  of  ei- 
ther chain  or  hutch ;  for  he  never  ftirs  till  compelled 
by  hunger;  and  (hews -no  manner  of  apprehenfion  ei- 
ther of  men  or  wild  beads.  When  he  moves,  every 
effort  is  attended  with  fuch  a  plaintive,  and  at  the 
fame  time  fo  difagreeable  a  cry,  as  at  once  produces 
pity  and  difguft  ;  and  this  even  in  the  flighted  motion 
of  the  head,  legs,  or  feet  5  proceeding  probably  from 
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a  general  contraction  of  the  mufcles  and  nerves  of  his 
body,  which  puts  him  to  an  extreme  pain  when  he  en- 
deavours- to  move  them.  In  this  difagreeable  cry 
confifts  his  whole  defence ;  for,  it  being  natural  to 
him  to  fly  at  the  firft  hoftile  approach  of  any  beaft,  he 
makes  at  every  motion  fuch  howlings  as  are  even  in- 
fupportable  to  his  purfuer,  who  foon  quits  him,  and 
even  flies  beyond  the  hearing  of  his  horrid  noife.  Nor 
is  it  only  during  the  time  he  is  in  motion  that  he 
makes  thefe  cries ;  he  repeats  them  while  he  refts  him- 
felf,  continuing  a  long  time  motionlefs  before  he  takes 
another  march.  The  food  of  this  creature  is  gene- 
rally wild  fruits ;  and  when  he  can  nnd  none  on  the 
ground,  he  looks  out  for  a  tree  well  loaded,  which  with 
a  great  deal  of  pains  he  climbs  ;  and  in  order  to  fave 
himfelf  fuch  another  toilfome  afcent,  plucks  off  all  the 
fruit,  throwing  them  on  the  ground :  and  to  avoid  the 
pain  of  defcending  the  tree,  forms  himfelf  into  a  ball, 
and  drops  from  the  branches.  At  the  foot  of  this  tree 
he  continues  till  all  the  fruit  are  confumed,  never  flir- 
ring  till  hunger  forces  him  tofeek  again  for  food. 

Serpents  here  are  very  numerous,  and  very  deftruc- 
tive.  Toads  alfo  fwarm,  not  only  in  the  damp  and 
marfhy  places,  as  in  other  countries,  but  even  in  the 
greets,  courts  of  houfes,  and  all  open  places  in  ge- 
neral. When  it  has  rained  in  the  night,  the  ftreets 
and  fquares  in  the  morning  feem  paved  with  thefe 
reptiles  ;  fo  that  you  cannot  ftep  without  treading 
on  them,  which  fometimes  is  productive  of  trouble- 
fome  bites  *,  for  befide  their  poifon,  they  are  large 
enough  for  their  teeth  to  be  feverely  felt.  At  the 
fame  time,  there  are  fuch  numbers  of  them,  that  no^ 
thing  can  be  imagined  more  difmal  than  their  croak- 
ings,  during  the  night,  in  all  parts  of  the  town,  woods, 
and  caverns  of  the  mountains. 

The  town  of  Porto  Bello,  fo  thinly  inhabited  by 
reafon  of  its  noxious  air,  the  fcarcity  of  provifions, 
and  the  barrennefs  of  its  foil,  becomes,  at  the  time  of 
the  galleons,  one  of  the  moft  populous  places  in- all 
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South  America.  Its  fituation  on  the  ifthmus,  betwixt 
the  fouth  and  north  fea,  the  goodnefs  of  its  harbour* 
and  its  fmall  diftance  from  Panama,  have  given  it  the 
preference  for  the  rendezvous  of  the  joint  commerce 
of  Spain  and  Peru  at  its  fair. 

On  advice  being  received  at  Carthagena,  that  the 
Peru  fleet  has  unloaded  at  Panama,  the  galleons  make 
the  bell  of  their  way  to  Porto  Bello,  in  order  to  avoid 
the  diftempers  which  have  their  fource  from  idlenefs. 
The  concourfe  of  people  on  this  occafion  is  luch,  as 
to  raife  the  rent  of  lodgings  to  an  exceflive  degree  ;  a 
middling  chamber,  with  a  clofet,  lets,  during  the  fair, 
for  a  thoufand  crowns,  and  fome  large  houfes  for  four, 
five,  or  fix  thoufand. 

As  foon  as  the  mips  are  moored  in  the  harbour,  a 
fquare  tent  covered  with  the  {hip's  fails  is  erccled  for 
receiving  the  cargo ;  at  the  landing  of  which  the  pro- 
prietors of  the  goods  are  prefent,  in  order  to  claim 
their  own  bales.  Thefe  are  drawn  on  Hedges  to  their 
refpective  places  by  the  crew  of  every  fhip. 

While  the  feamen  and  European  traders  are  thus 
employed,  the  land  is  covered  with  droves  of  mules 
from  Panama,  loaded  with  cherts  of  gold  and  filver 
on  account  of  the  merchants  of  Peru  :  yet,  notwith- 
flanding  all  this  hurry  and  confuflon,  no  theft,  lofs, 
or  difturbance,  is  ever  known.  He  who  has  ictn 
Porto  Bello  at  other  times,  folitary,  poor,  and  a  per- 
petual filence  reigning  every  where,  the  harbour  quite 
empty,  and  every  place  wearing  a  melancholy  afpec\ 
muit  be  filled  with  aftonifhment  at  the  fudden  change, 
to  fee  the  buttling  multitudes,  every  houfe  crowded, 
the  fquare  and  ilreets  encumbered  with  bales,  and 
chefts  of  gold  and  filver,  and  the  harbour  full  of  fhips 
and  vefTels.  In  ihort,  he  will  fee  a  fpot,  at  other 
times  detefted  for  its  deleterious  qualities,  become 
the  itaple  of  the  riches  of  the  old  and  new  world, 
and  the  fcene  of  one  of  the  mod  confiderable  branches 
of  commerce  in  the  whole  earth. 

Soon  after  the  Spanim  and  French  mathematicians 
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arrived  at  Porto  Bello,  they  fent  advice  of  it  to  trig 
prefident  of  Panama,  requeuing  him  to  fend  fome  of 
the  veffels  ufed  in  the  navigation  of  the  river  Chagre 
to  carry  them  to  Panama  ±  as  jtheir  inftruments  ren- 
dered it  impoffible  for  them  to  travel  through  the  nar- 
row craggy  roads  leading  from  Porto  Bello  to  that 
city.  He  readily  complied  with  their  requeft,  and 
immediately  difpatched  two  veffels  to  Porto  Bello  -,  on 
board  which  they  all  embarked  on  the  2  2d  of  Decem- 
ber, and  rowed  out  of  Porto  Bello  harbour,  and  at 
four  in  the  evening  landed  at  the  cuftom-houfe  at  the 
mouth  of  the  river  Chagre. 

This  river  has  its  fource  in  the  mountains  near 
the  town  of  Cruces.  Its  entrance  at  the  north  fea 
is  defended  by  a  fort  fituated  on  a  fteep  rock  near 
the  fea-fhore,  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  river.  About 
twenty  yards  from  this  fort  is  the  town  of  San  Loren- 
zo de  Chagrer. 

The  barks  employed  on  this  river  are  of  two  kinds, 
the  chatos  and  bongos.  The  former  are,  like  the 
European  veffels,  compofed  of  feveral  pieces  of  tim- 
ber ^  but  of  a  greater  breadth,  that  they  may  draw 
but  little  water  :  they  carry  from  kvtn  to  eight  hun- 
dred quintals.  The  latter  are  formed  out  of  one 
piece  of  wood ;  and  it  is  aftoniming  to  think  there 
fhould  be  trees  of  fuch  a  prodigious  magnitude,  fome 
of  them  being  eleven  Paris  feet  broad,  and  carry  con- 
veniently four  or  five  hundred  quintals.  Both  forts 
have  a  cabin  at  the  flern  for  the  convenience  of  paf- 
feno-ers,  and  a  kind  of  awning,  fupported  by  woo  Jen- 
flancheons,  reaching  to  the  head.  Each  of  thefe  re- 
quire, befide  the  pilot,  eighteen  or  twenty  robuft  ne- 
groes at  ieaft  \  as  it  would  be  otherwife  impoffible  to 
make  any  way  againft  the  current. 

Perhaps  nothing  can  excel  the  profpects  which  the' 
rivers  of  this  country  exhibit.  The  moil  fertile  ima- 
gination of  a  painter  can  never  equal  the  magnificence 
of  the  rural  landfcapes  which  are  here  to  be  feen. 
The  groves,  which  made  the  plains,  and  extend  their 
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branches  to  the  river,  are  inhabited  by  an  infinite 
variety  of  creatures.  The  different  fpecies  of  mon- 
keys, flapping  in  troops  from  tree  to  tree,  hanging 
from  the  brandies ;  in  other  places  fix  or  eight  of 
them  linked  together  in  order  to  pafs  a  river,  the 
dams  with  their  young  on  their  moulders,  throwing 
themfelves  into  odd  poftures,  and  making  a  thoufand 
grimaces,  will  perhaps  appear  fictitious  to  thofe  who 
have  never  feen  them.  But  if  the  birds  be  added, 
our  reafon  for  admiration  will  be  greatly  increafed : 
for  here  are  an  amazing  abundance,  whofe  plumage 
glitters  with  all  the  colours  of  the  rainbow. 

On  their  arrival  at  Cruces,  they  were  entertained 
by  the  alcalde  of  the  town  -,  and  on  the  27th  fet  out 
on  their  journey  to  Panama,  which  they  reached  in 
the  evening.  They  firft  waited  on  the  prefident, 
who  received  them  all  in  the  moil  cordial  and  en- 
dearing manner. 

Some  indifpenfible  preparations  detained  them 
longer  at  Panama  than  they  expected.  But  at  length 
every  difficulty  being  furmounted,  they  embarked  in 
the  bay  of  Panama,  and  directed  their  courfe  towards 
the  rivef  Guiaquil. 

Panama  is  built  on  an  ifthmus  of  the  fame  name, 
the  coaft  of  which  is  warned  by  the  South-Sea. 
From  the  obfervations  thofe  mathematicians  made 
here,  the  latitude  of  this  city  appears  to  be  8  deg. 
5  min.  48  and  a  half  feconds  north.  With  regard  to 
its  longitude,  it  is  Hill  doubtful,  whether  it  is  on  the 
eafl  or  weft  fide  of  the  meridian  of  Porto  Beilo,  The 
French  geographers  will  have  it  to  lie  on  the  eaft  fide, 
and  accordingly  have  placed  it  fo  in  their  maps  •„  but, 
in  thofe  of  the  Spaniards,  it  is  on  the  weft  fide  :  and 
perhaps  the  latter  may  be  concluded  to  have  a  more 
intimate  knowledge  of  their  refpective  fituations. 

The  houfes  in  general,  when  our  artifts  vifited  this 

city,  were  of  wood,  but  of  one  ftory,  and  a  tiled  roof, 

but  large  ;  and  their  difpofition,  and  the  fymmetry  of 

their  windows,  made  a  handfome  appearance :  a  few 
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were  of  ftone.     The  ftreets  both  of  the  city  and  fub- 
urb  are  ftraight,  broad,  and,  for  the  moll  part,  paved. 

Though  the  greateft  part  of  the  houfes  were  for- 
merly of  wood,  fires  were  rarely  known  at  Panama; 
the  nature  of  the  timber  being  fuch,  that  if  any  fire 
is  laid  on  the  floor,  or  placed  againft  a  wall,  it  is 
productive  of  no  other  confequence  than  that  of  mak- 
ing a  hole,  without  kindling  into  a  flame,  and  the 
fire  is  extinguifhed  by  the  afhes.  But  notwithstand- 
ing this  excellent  quality  of  the  wood,  in  the  year 
1737,  the  city  was  almoft  entirely  confumed ;  the 
goodnefs  of  the  timber  being  unable  to  fecure  it  from 
the  ravages  of  the  flames. 

In  this  city  is  a  tribunal  or  royal  audience,  in  which 
the  governor  of  Panama  prefides  -,  and  to  this  employ- 
ment is  annexed  the  captainfhip- general  of  Terra 
Firma,  which  is  generally  conferred  on  an  officer  of 
diftmftion,  though  his  common  title  is  that  of  pre- 
fident  of  Panama.  It  is  a  bifhopric,  and  has  alfb 
a  court  of  inquifition  appointed  by  the  tribunal  of 
inquifition  at  Carthagena. 

The  harbour  of  this  city  is  formed  in  its  road,  by 
the  fhelter  of  feveral  iflands,  particularly  Ifla  de  Naos, 
de  Perico,  and  Flamencos ;  and  the  anchoring  place 
is  before  the  fecond,  and  thence  called  Perico.  The 
fhips  here  lie  very  fafe ;  and  their  diflance  from  the 
city  is  about  two  leagues  and  a  half,  or  three  leagues. 

The  variation  of  the  magnetic  needle  in  the  road 
is  7  deg.  39  min.  eaflerly.  Both  the  road  and  the 
whole  coaft  abound  in  a  great  variety  of  excellent 
fifh,  among  which  are  two  kinds  of  oyfters,  one 
fmaller  than  the  other  -,  but  the  fmalleft  are  much 
the  beft. 

At  the  bottom  of  the  fea  are  a  great  number  of 
pearls  -,  and  the  oyfters  in  which  they  are  found  are 
remarkably  delicious.  This  kind  of  fifhery  is  of 
great  advantage  to  the  inhabitants  of  all  the  iflands 
in  this  bay. 

The  harbour  of  Perico  is  the  rendezvous', of  the 
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Peru  fleet,  during  the  time  of  the  fair ;  and  is  never 
without  barks  loaded  with  provifions  from  the  ports 
of  Peru,  and  a  great  number  of  coafting  vefTels  go- 
ing from  thence  to  Choco,  and  parts  on  the  weftern 
coaft  of  that  kingdom. 

The  winds  are  the  fame  as  along  the  whole  coaft; 
the  currents  are  ftronger  near  the  iflands  than  at  a 
diftance  from  them;  but  no  general  rule  can  be 
given  with  regard  to  their  courfe,  that  depending  on 
the  place  where  the  fhip  is,  with  regard  to  the  chan- 
nels which  they  form.  They  alfo  vary  in  the  fame 
place  according  to  the  winds. 

The  inhabitants  of  Panama  greatly  refemble  thofe 
of  Carthagena  in  their  difpofitions,  except  in  their 
being  more  parfimonious,  and  more  defigning  :  the 
women  imitate  the  drefs  of  the  ladies  of  Peru. 
They  wear  girdles,  and  five  or  fix  chaplets  or  rows 
of  fine  beads  about  their  necks,  together  with  two  or 
more  gold  chains,  having  fome  relics  appendant  from 
them.  Round  their  arms  they  wear  bracelets  of  gold, 
and  firings  of  pearls,  corals,  and  beugles. 

Provifions  of  all  kinds  are  very  dear  in  this  city 
and  its  diftricl:,  occafioned  by  the  large  quantity  re- 
quired, and  the  great  diftance  which  they  are  brought; 
but  is  amply  compenfated  by  the  multitude  and  value 
of  the  pearls  found  in  the  oyfters  of  the  gulph; 
and  particularly  thofe  near  the  iflands  del  Rey  Ta- 
bago,  and  others  to  the  number  of  forty-three,  form- 
ing a  fmall  archipelago.  There  are  few  perfons  of 
fiibftance  near  Panama,  who  do  not  employ  all,  or 
at  leaftpart  of  their  Haves  in  this  fifhery ;  the  manner 
of  which  not  being  commonly  known,  it  will  not  be 
improper  to  defcribe  it  here. 

The  owners  of  the  negroes  employ  the  moil  pro- 
per perfons  for  this  fifhery  ->  which  being  performed 
at  the  bottom  of  the  fea,  they  mult  be  both  expert 
iwimmers,  and  capable  of  holding  their  breath  a  long 
time.  Thefe  they  fend  to  the  iflands,  where  they 
have  huts  built  for  their  lodgings  and  boats,  which 
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hold  eight,  ten  or  twenty  negroes,  under  the  com- 
mand of  an  officer.  In  thefe  boats  they  go  to  fuch 
parts  as  are  known  to  produce  pearls,  and  where  the 
depth  of  the  water  is  not  above  ten,  twelve,  or  fif- 
teen fatliom.  Here  they  come  to  an  anchor,  and  the 
negrces  having  a  rope  fattened  round  their  bodies, 
and  the  other  end  to  the  fide  of  the  boat,  they  take 
with  them  a  fmall  weight  to  accelerate  their  finking, 
and  plunge  into  the  water.  On  reaching  the  bottom 
they  take  up  an  oyfter,  which  they  put  under  the 
left  arm  •,  the  fecond  they  hold  in  their  left  hand,  and 
the  third  in  their  right :  with  thefe  three  oyfters,  and 
fometimes  another  in  their  mouth,  they  rife  to  breathe, 
and  put  them  in  a  bag.  When  they  have  refted  them- 
selves a  while  and  recovered  their  breath,  they  dive  a 
fecond  time  ;  and  thus  continue,  till  they  have  either 
compleated  their  tafk,  or  ftrength  fails  them.  Every 
one  of  thofe  negroe  divers,  is  obliged  daily  to  deliver 
his  mailer  a  certain  fixed  number  of  pearls ;  fo  that 
when  they  have  got  the  requifite  number  of  oyfters 
in  their  bag,  they  begin  to  open  them,  and  deliver 
the  pearls  to  the  officer  till  they  have  made  up  the 
number  due  to  their  mafter.  The  remainder  are  the 
property  of  the  negroes. 

Befide  the  toil  of  this  fimery,  from  the  oyfters 
ftrongly  adhering  to  the  rocks,  they  are  alfo  in  no 
fmall  danger  from  fome  kinds  of  flih,  which  either 
feize  the  negroes,  or  by  ftriking  on  them,  crufhthem 
to  the  bottom.  The  fifhery  on  the  whole  coaft  is 
obnoxious  to  the  fame  danger  from  thofe  fifli,  but 
they  are  much  more  frequent  where  fuch  riches 
abound.  The  taburones,  and  tintoretas,  which  are 
of  an  enormous  fize,  feed  on  the  bodies  of  thefe  un- 
fortunate -fifhermen  ;  and  the  mantas,  or  quilts,  either 
prefs  them  to  death  by  wrapping  their  fins  about 
them,  or  cruih  them  with  their  prodigious  weight. 
The  name  Manta  has  not  been  improperly  given  to 
this  fi  in,  either  with  regard  to  its  figure  or  property; 
for  being  broad  and  long  like  a  quilt,  it  wraps  its  fins 
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round  a  man,  or  any  other  animal  that  happens  to 
come  within  its  reach,  and  immediately  fqueezes  it 
to  death.  This  fifh  refembles  a  thornbaek  in  fhape, 
but  is  prodigioufly  larger. 

Every  negroe,  to  defend  himfelf  againft  thefe  ani- 
mals, carries  with  him  a  fharp  knife,  with  which,  if 
the  rim  offers  to  affault  him,  he  endeavours  to  ftrike 
it  in  a  part  where  it  has  no  power  to  hurt  him  -,  on 
which  the  fifh  immediately  flies.  The  officers  keep 
a  watchful  eye  on  thefe  voracious  creatures,  and  on 
difcovering  them,  make  the  rope  failened  to  the  ne- 
groes bodies,  that  they  may  be  upon  their  guard. 
Many,  on  the  diver's  being  in  danger,  have  thrown 
themfelves  into  the  water  with  the  like  weapon,  and 
haftened  down  ro  their  defence-,  but  too  often  all 
their  dexterity  and  precaution  are  not  fufficient  to  pro- 
tect the  diver  from  being  devoured  by  thefe  fifh,  or 
lofing  one  of  his  limbs  by  their  bite. 

Befide  thefe  pearls,  the  kingdom  of  Terra  Firma 
was  formerly  equally  remarkable  for  the  fine  gold 
produced  by  the  mines  in  its  territories  •,  and  which 
confequently  proved  a  very  xonfiderable  addition  to 
its  riches.  Part  of  thefe  mines  were  in  the  province 
of  Veraguas,  others  in  that  of  Panama ;  but  moft^ 
alio  the  richeft,  and  whofe  metal  was  of  the  finer! 
quality,  were  in  the  province  of  Darien  :  and,  on  that 
account,  the  conftant  objects  of  the  miners.-  But  the 
Indians  revolting,  and  making  themfelves  mailers  of 
the  whole  province,  there  was  a  necefiity  for  aban- 
doning thefe  mines,  by  which  means  the  greater!  part 
of  them  were  loft  ;  a  few  only  remaining  on  the  fron* 
tiers,  which  (till  yield  a  fmall  quantity  of  gold. 

Though  the  mines  of  Veraguas  and  Panama  are 
not  expofed  to  thefe  dangers,  yet  they  are  not  worked, 
with  more  vigour  than  the  others ;  and  this  for  two 
reafons.  The  firft  is,  that  befide  their  being  lefs 
rich  in  metal  than  the  others,  the  gold  they  yield  is 
not  of  fo  good  a  quality  as  that  of  Darien ;  the  fe~ 
cond?  and  indeed  the  mod  weighty,  is?  that  thefe 
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feas,  by  their  rich  produce  of  pearls,   offer  a  more1 
certain,  and  at  the  fame  time  a  more  eafy  profit. 

Among  the  creatures  eaten  by  the  inhabitants  of 
Panama,  is  an  amphibious  creature  called  guana.  It 
refembles  a  lizard  in  fhape,  but  is  confiderably  larger, 
being  generally  about  a  yard  in  length.  It  is  ©f  a 
yellowifh  green  colour,  but  of  a  lighter  yellow  on  the 
belly  than  on  the  back,  where  the  green  predomi- 
nates. It  has  four  legs  like  a  lizard,  but  its  claws 
are  much  longer  in  proportion  :  they  are  jointed  by 
a  web  which  covers  them,  and  is  of  the  lame  form 
with  thofe  of  geefe,  except  that  the  talons  at  the  ends 
of  the  toes  are  much  longer,  and  project  entirely  out 
of  the  web  or  membrane.  Its  fkin  is  covered  with 
a  thin  fcale  adhering  to  it,  and  which  renders  it  rough 
and  hard  ♦,  and  from  the  crown  of  its  head  to  the  be- 
ginning of  its  tail,  which  is  generally  about  half  a 
yard,  runs  a  line  of  vertical  fcales,  each  fcale  being 
from  one  to  fix  lines  in  breadth,  and  three  or  four  in 
length,  feparated  fo  as  to  make  a  kind  of  faw :  but 
from  the  end  of  the  neck  to  the  root  of  the  tail,  the 
fcales  gradually  lefTen,  fo  that  they  are  fcarce  vifible 
at  the  latter  part.  Its  belly  is,  in  largenefs>  very  dis- 
proportion able  to  its  body  ;  and  its  teeth  are  feparated 
and  very  fharp  pointed.  On  the  water  it  rather  walks 
than  fwims,  being  fupported  by  the  webs  of  its  feet  -y 
and  on  that  element  its  fwiftnefs  is  amazing,  being 
out  of  fight  in  an  inflant  •,  whereas  on  the  land, 
though  far  from  moving  heavily,  its  celerity  is  much 
lefs.  When  pregnant,  its  belly  fwells  to  an  enormous 
fize  ^  and  indeed  they  often  lay  fixty  eggs  at  a  time, 
each  of  which  is  about  as  large  as  that  of  a  pigeon. 
Thefe  eggs  are  reckoned  a  great  dainty  in  every  part 
of  America  where  the  creature  is  found.  The  fiefh 
of  the  guana  is  exceeding  white,  and  greatly  admired; 
but  few  Europeans  can  be  perfuaded  to  eat  it. 

Every  thing  being  now  ready  for  their  departure, 
they  embarked  on  board  the  St.  Chriftopher,  com- 
manded by  capt.  Don  Juan  Manuel  Morel,  and  the 
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9th  of  March,  about  three  in  the  evening,  they 
came  to  an  anchor  in  Manta  bay ;  being  defirous  of 
viewing  this  coaft,  in  order  to  know  whether  by  form- 
ing their  firft  bafe  in  one  of  its  plains,  the  feries 
of  triangles  could  be  continued  to  the  mountains  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Quito. 

Accordingly  they  went  on  more  in  the  evening  of 
the  fixth,  and  repaired  to  the  village  of  Monte  Chrifto, 
about  three  leagues  from  the  coaft ;  but  foon  found 
that  geometrical  operations  were  impracticable  there, 
the  country  being  every  where  extremely  mountain- 
ous, and  almoft  wholly  covered  with  prodigious  trees, 
an  infurmountable  obftacle  to  any  mch  defign  :  they 
therefore  determined  to  purfue  their  voyage  to  Guia- 
<juil,  and  thence  to  Quito. 

The  bay  of  Manta  was  formerly  remarkable  for 
a  considerable  pearl  fifhery,  but  it  has  been  difcon- 
tinued  for  fome  time.  The  bay  has  probably  its 
name  from  the  great  quantity  of  mantas  in  thofe  parts, 
the  Indian  inhabitants  being  chiefly  employed  in  tak- 
ing that  fifh,  which  they  fait  and  carry  to  the  inland 
provinces.  Europeans  cannot  help  admiring  their 
dexterity  in  this  kind  of  fimery,  which  they  carry  on 
in  the  following  manner  :  They  throw  into  the  water 
a  log  of  wood,  fuch  as  they  ufe  in  making  a  balza, 
being  about  five  or  fix  yards  in  length,  and  near  a 
foot  in  diameter.  This  log  will  be  furHcient  to  fup- 
port  the  weight  intended,  which  confifts  of  a  net  ly- 
ing acrofs  one  end  of  it,'  and  an  Indian  {landing  in 
an  erect  pofition  on  the  other.  On  this  tottering  vef- 
fel,  aftifted  by  only  a  fingle  oar,  he  puts  off  to  fea, 
about  the  diftance  of  half  a  league,  where  he  {hoots, 
his  net  Another  Indian  follows  him  on  a  fimilar 
log,  takes  hold  of  the  rope  fattened  to  one  end  of 
the  net,  by  which  means  the  whole  is  expanded,  and 
both  the  Indians  move  toward  the  land,  where  their 
parners  wait  to  draw  the  net  on  more.  In  this  occu- 
pation the  dexterity  and  agility  of  the  Indians  in 
maintaining  an  equilibrium  on  the  round  logs,  is  truly 
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amazing ;  for  the  continual  agitation  of  the  fea  retv 
ders  it  abfolutely  neceffary  for  them  to  be  continually 
changing  their  pofition,  and  making  different  mo- 
tions with  their  bodies :  and  what  (till  heightens  the 
difficulty  is,  that  the  Indian  is  at  the  fame  time  oblig*- 
ed  to  mind  both  his  oar  and  his  net,  in  drawing  it 
toward  the  land.  They  do  indeed  fometimes,  though 
very  feldom,  flip  off  their  logs ;  but  being  excellent 
fwimmers*  they  recover  their  bark,  and  in  an  inftant 
place  themfelves  in  their  former  pollute. 

On  the  thirteenth  of  March  they  left  the  bay  of 
Manta,  and  coafted  along  fhore,  within  the  i (land  de 
la  Plata.  On  the  1 8th  they  anchored  in  the  mouth  of 
the  river  Tumbez,  wheperthey  remained  till  the  20th; 
when  at  fix  in  the  morning  they  got  under  fail,  and 
on  the  25th,  at  fiver  m  the  evening,  landed  at  Guia- 
cjuil^  which  ftands  in  20  1  \   21"  S.  Lat. 

Guiaquil  is  of  considerable  extent,  taking  up,  along 
the  banks  of  the  river  from  the  lower  part  of  the  old 
town  to  the  upper  part  of  the  new,  a  fpacg  of  near 
half  a  league  ;  but  the  breadth  is  not  at  all  propor- 
tional, every  jperfon  being  fond  of  having  a  houfe 
near  the  river.  All  the  houfes  of  both  towns  are 
built  of  wood,  and  many  of  them  covered  with  tiles ; 
though  the  greater!  part  of  thofe  in  the  old  town  are 
only  thatched  :  but  in  order  to  prevent  the  fpreading 
of  fires,  by  which  this  city  has  feverely  fufFered  on 
feveral  occafions,  fuch  covering  is  now  prohibited, 
Moft  of  thefe  conflagrations  owed  their  rife  to  the 
malevoknce  of  the  negroes,  in  order  to  revenge  fome 
punifhments  indicted  on  them  by  their  mafters.  As 
a  farther  precaution  againfl  fire,  which  they  have  fp 
much  reafon  to  dread,  the  kitchens  Hand  twelve  or 
fifteen  paces  from  the  houfes ;  with  which  they  com- 
municate by  means  of  a  long  open  gallery,  Tefem- 
bling  a  bridge;  but  fo  (lightly  built,  that,  on  the 
leaft  appearance  of  fire  in  the  kitchen,  it  is  demolished 
in  an  inftant :  by  which  means  the  houfe  is  preferved. 

fljf  ground  on  which  the  new  city  is  built,  and 

the 
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the  favannahs  in  its  neighbourhood,  are  not  to  be 
travelled  over  either  on  foot  or  horfeback  during  the 
winter;  for  being  a  fpungy  chalk,  it  is  every  where 
fo  level,  that  there  is  no  declivity  for  carrying  off  the 
water  :  and  therefore  on  the  firft  rain  it  becomes  a  ge- 
neral flough.  In  this  re-fpe£t  the  old  town  has  the  ad- 
vantage, being  built  on  a  gravelly  foil,  which  is  never 
ImpafTable.  This  city  is  defended  by  three  forts  •,  two  on 
the  river  near  the  city,  and  the  third  behind  it,  guarding 
the  entrance  of  a  ravin.  Thefe  are  all  built  after  the 
modern  method  of  fortification  •,  but  before  they  were 
erected,  it  had  only  a  platform,  which  is  Hill  remain- 
ing in  the  old  town.  All  the  churches  and  convents 
are  of  wood,  except  that  of  St.  Domingo,  ftill  (land- 
ing in  the  old  town,  which  is  of  ftone  :  the  great  fo- 
lidity  of  the  ground  in  that  part  being  furBcient  for 
fupporting  buildings  of  this  kind. 

The  city  and  its  jurifdidion  are  under  a  corregidor, 
nominated  by  the  king,  who  holds  his  office  during 
five  years.  Notwithstanding  he  is  fubordinate  to  the 
prefident  and  audience  of  Quito,  he  appoints  the  de- 
puties in  the  feveral  departments  of  his  jurifdiclion, 
and  for  the  police  and  civil  government.  The  eccle- 
fiatlical  government  is  lodged  in  the  bimop  of  Quito's 
vicar,  who  is  generally  alfo  the  prieft  of  the  town. 
Guiaquil  contains,  in  proportion  to  its  dimenfions,  as 
many  inhabitants  as  any  city  in  all  America  \  the 
continual  refort  of  ftrangers  drawn  thither  by  com- 
merce, contributing  very  greatly  to  increafe  the  num- 
ber, generally  computed  at  twenty  thoufand. 

Though  the  heat  here  is  equal  to  that  of  Panama 
or  Carthagena,  yet  the  climate  diftinguimes  itfelf  in 
the  colour  of  the  human  fpecies  \  and  if  a  certain  au- 
thor has  fly  led  it  the  equinoctial  low  countries,  in 
allufion  to  the  refemblance  it  bears  to  the  Netherlands 
of  Europe ;  it  may,  with  equal  propriety,  bear  that 
appellation  from  this  fmgularity,  namely,  that  all  the 
natives,  except  thofe  born  from  a  mixture  of  blood, 
jarefrefh  coloured,  and  fo  finely  featured,  asjuftly  to 
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be  called  the  handfomeft,  both  in  the  province  of  Qui- 
to, and  even  in  all  Peru.  To  thefe  perfonal  advan- 
tages bellowed  by  nature  in  a  diitinguifhed  manner 
on  the  inhabitants,  it  has  added  the  no  lefs  pleafing 
charms  of  elegance  and  politenefs. 

From  the  commerce  of  this  city  a  ftranger  would 
imagine  it  richer  than  it  actually  is.  This  is  partly 
owing  to  the  two  dreadful  pillages  it  has  fuffered,  and 
partly  to  fires  •,  by  both  which  it  has  been  totally  ruin- 
ed. Europeans  who  have  raifed  any  thing  of  a  fortune 
here,  when  they  have  no  immoveable  goods  to  detain 
them,  retire  to  Lima,  or  fome  other  city  of  Peru,  where 
they  may  improve  their  flocks  with  greater  fecurity. 

The  cacao  tree  abounds  in  this  diftrict,  and  is  ge- 
nerally not  lefs  than  eighteen  or  twenty  feet  high.  It 
begins  from  the  ground  to  divide  itfelf  into  four  or 
five  items,  according  to  the  vigour  of  the  root,  from 
whence  they  all  proceed.  They  are  generally  between 
four  and  feven  inches  in  diameter ;  but  their  firfl 
growth  is  in  an  oblique  direction,  fo  that  the  branches 
are  all  expanded  and  feparated  from  one  another. 
The  length  of  the  leaf  is  between  four  and  fix  inches, 
and  its  breadth  three  or  four.  It  is  very  fmooth,  foft, 
and  terminates  in  a  point,  like  that  of  the  China 
orange  tree,  but  with  fome  difference  in  colour ;  the 
former  being  of  a  dull  green,  and  has  nothing  of 
the  glofs  obfervable  on  the  latter  :  nor  is  the  tree  fo 
full  of  leaves  as  that  of  the  orange.  From  the  item, 
as  well  as  the  branches,  grow  the  pods  which  con- 
tain the  cacao.  The  firit  appearance  is  a  white  blof- 
fom,  not  very  large,  whofe  piftil  contains  the  embryo 
of  the  pod,  which  grows  to  the  length  of  fix  or  feven 
inches,  and  four  or  five  in  breadth,  refembling  a 
cucumber  in  fhape  -,  and  ftriated  in  a  longitudinal  di- 
rection, but  deeper  than  the  cucumber.    - 

The  colour  of  the  pod  while  go  wing  is  green,  near- 
ly refembling  that  of  the  leaf;  but  when  arrived  at 
its  full  perfection,  it  gradually  changes  to  a  yellow. 
The  fhell  which  covers  ic  is  thin,  fmooth  and  clear. 

When 
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When  the  fruit  is  arrived  at  its  full  growth,  it  is 
gathered  \  and  being  cut  into  dices,  its  pulp  appears 
white  and  juicy,  with  fmall  feeds,  regularly  arranged, 
and  at  that  time  of  no  greater  confidence  than  the 
reft  of  the  pulp,  but  whiter,  and  contained  in  a  very 
fine  delicate  membrane;  full  of  liquor  refembling 
milk,  but  tranfparent,  and  ibmething  vifcid  :  at  this 
time  it  may  be  eaten  like  any  other  fruit.  Its  tafte 
is  a  fweetim  acid  \  but  in  this  country  is  thought  pro- 
motive of  fevers.  The  yellownefs  of  the  pod  indi- 
cates that  the  cacao  begins  to  feed  on  its  fubftanee, 
to  acquire  a  greater  confidence,  and  that  the  iccds 
begins  to  fill,  the  colour  gradually  fading  till  they 
are  fully  compleated ;  when  the  dark  brown  colour 
of  the  ihell  into  which  the  yellow  has  deviated,  indi- 
cates the  proper  time  to  gather  it.  The  thicknefs 
of  the  (hell  is  now  about  two  lines,  and  each  feed 
found  inclofed  in  one  of  the  compartments  formed  by 
the  tranfverfe  membranes  of  the  pod.  After  gather- 
ing the  fruit,  it  is  opened,  and  the  feeds  taken  out 
and  laid  on  fkins  kept  for  that  purpofe  -,  or  more  ge- 
nerally in  vijaua  leaves,  and  left  in  the  air  to  dry. 

This  tree  produces  its  fruit  twice  a-year,  and  in 
the  fame  plenty  and  goodnefs.  The  quantity  gather- 
ed throughout  the  whole  jurifdiclion  of  Guiaquil 
amounts  at  leaft  to  50,000  cargoes. 

The  cacao  trees  delight  fo.exceffively  in  water,  that 
the  ground  where  they  are  planted  mud  be  reduced 
to  a  mire ;  and  if  not  carefully  fupplied  with  water 
they  die.  They  mud  alfo  be  planted  in  the  fhade, 
or  at  leaft  defended  from  the  perpendicular  rays  of 
the  fun.  Accordingly  they  are  always  placed  near 
other  larger  trees,  under  the  flicker  of  which  they 
grow  and  flourifti. 

The  navigable  part  of  the  river  of  Guiaquil  ex- 
tends from  the  city  to  the  cuftom-houfe  at  Babahoyo, 
the  place  where  the  goods  are  landed.  This  didance 
meafured  on  the  furface  of  the  water,  between  Guia- 
quil and  the  cuftom-houfe  of  Babahoyo,  is  twenty- 
four 
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four  leagues  and  a  half  ;  and  to  Caracol,  the  landing 
place  in  winter,  twenty-eight  and  a  half. 

The  tides,  during  the  fummer-time,  reach  up  to 
the  cuflom-houfe,  checking  the  velocity  of  the  cur- 
rent, and  confequently  caufing  the  waters  to  fwell ; 
but  in  winter,  the  current  being  flronger  and  more 
rapid,  the  increafe  of  the  water  is  vifible  only  in  the 
reaches  nearGuiaquil :  and  in  three  or  four  different 
times  of  the  year,  the  great  velocity  of  the  current 
render  the  tides  imperceptible. 

The  principal  caufe  of  the  fwellings  of  this  river 
arifes  from  the  torrents  rufhing  down  from  the  Cor- 
dillera. For  though  rain  is  frequent  here,  great  part 
of  the  water  is  received  by  its  lakes,  or  ftagnates  on 
the  plains ;  fo  that  the  increafe  in  the  waters  of  the 
river  are  entirely  owing  to  the  torrents  from  the 
mountains. 

The  borders  of  this  river,  together  with  thofe  of 
Its  creeks  and  canals,  are  decorated  with  country 
feats,  and  cottages  of  poor  people  of  all  cafts,  hav- 
ing here  beth  the  convenience  of  fifhing  and  agricul- 
ture ;  and  the  intermediate  fpaces  filled  with  fuch  a 
variety  of  thickets,  that  art  would  find  it  difficult  to 
imitate  the  delightful  landfcape  here  exhibited  by 
nature. 

The  principal  and  moft  common  materials  ufed  in 
building  on  thefe  rivers,  are  canes :  thefe  alfo  form 
the  inward  parts,  as  walls,  floors,  and  rails  of  the 
Hairs.  The  larger  houfes  differ  only  in  fome  of  the 
principal  pieces,  which  are  of  wood.  The  method 
of  building  is,  to  fix  in  the  earth,  eight,  ten,  or 
twelve  pieces  of  wood,  more  or  lefs,  according  to 
the  dimenfions  of  the  houfe,  forked  at  the  top,  and 
of  a  proper  length  -,  all  the  apartments  being  on  the 
firft  ftory,  without  any  ground  floor.  Beams  are 
then  laid  acrofs  on  thefe  forks,  at  the  diflance  of  four 
or  five  yards  from  the  ground.  On  thefe  beams  canes 
are  laid  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  form  a  kind  of  rafters; 
and  over  thefe,  boards  of  the  fame  canes,  a  foot  and 
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a  half  in  breadth,  which  form  as  firm  and  handfome 
&  flooring  as  if  of  wood.  The  partitions  of  the  fe- 
\reral  apartments  are  of  the  fame  materials-,  but  the 
outer  walls  are  generally  latticed,  for  the  free  admif- 
fion  of  the  air.  The  principal  beams  of  the  roof  of 
large  houfes  are  of  timber,  the  rafters  of  cane,  with 
fmaller  in  a  tranfverfe  direction,  and  over  thefe  vijaua 
leaves.  Thus  a  houfe  is  built  with  very  little  ex- 
pence,  though  containing  all  the  neceflary  convent 
encies.  With  regard  to  the  poorer  fort,  every  one's 
own  labour  ferves  to  procure  him  a  habitation.  The 
lower  part,  both  of  thefe  houfes,  as  well  as  thofe  in 
the  greateft  part  of  the  juriidiclion  of  Guiaquil,  are 
.entirely  open,  without  having  any  fence,  except  the 
pofts  and  ilancheons  by  which  the  building  is  fup- 
ported  :  the  ground  floor  is  wholly  ufelefs  in  the  win- 
ter, when  all  the  country  is  turned  to  mud.  Such 
houfes,  however,  as  (land  beyond  the  reach  of  inun- 
dations, have  ground  floors,  finifhed  like  the  other 
apartments. 

All  the  inhabitants  have  their  canoes  for  pafllng 
from  one  houfe  to  another ;  and  are  fo  dextrous  in 
the  management  of  thefe  Ikiffs,  that  a  little  girl  ven- 
tures alone  in  a  boat  fo  fmall  and  flight,  that  another 
lefs  fkilful  would  overfet  in  ftepping  into  it. 

The  continual  rains  in  winter,  and  the  flightnefs  of 
the  materials  with  which  thefe  houfes  are  built,  ren- 
der it  neceiTary  to  repair  them  during  the  fummer; 
but  thofe  of  the  poorer  forr5  which  are  low,  muft  be 
every  year  rebuilt,  efpecially  thofe  parts  which  conflft 
of  cane,  bujuco  and  vijaua,  while  the  principal  ftan- 
£heons?  which  form  the  foundation,  ftill  continue  fer- 
viceable,  and  able  to  receive  the  new  materials. 

The  veflels  ufed  upon  this  river  are,  chatas,  canoes, 
and  balzas,  or  rafts,  a  name  which  fufflciently  ex- 
plains their  conftrucYion,  but  not  the  method  of  ma- 
naging them ;  which  thefe  Indians,  flrangers  to  arts 
and  fciences,  have  learned  from  necefiity. 

The  balzas,  called  by  the  Jndiarjs  jangadas,  are 

compofed 
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compofed  of  five,  feven,  or  nine  beams  of  a  fort  of 
wood,  which,  though  known  here  only  by  the  name 
of  balza,  the  Indians  of  Darien  call  puero  \  and,  in 
all  appearance,  is  the  ferula  of  the  Latins,  mentioned 
by  Collumella.  It  is  a  whitifh,  foft  wood,  and  fo 
very  light,  that  a  boy  can  eafily  carry  a  log  of  it,  three 
or  four  yards  in  length,  and  a  foot  in  diameter. 

Balzas  are  not  only  ufed  on  rivers,  but  fmall  voya* 
gss  are  made  at  fea  on  them  ;  and  fometimes  they  go 
as  far  as  Paita.  Their  dimenfions  being  different, 
they  are  alfo  applied  to  different  ufes ;  fome  of  them 
being  fifhing  balzas ;  fome  carry  all  forts  of  goods 
from  the  cuftom-houfe  to  Guiaquil,  and  from  thence 
to  Puna,  the  Salto  de  Tumbez,  and  Paita  ;  and  others 
of  a  more  curious  and  elegant  conft  ruction,  ferve  for 
removing  families  to  their  eftates  and  country  houfes, 
having  the  fame  convenience  as  on  more,  not  being 
the  leafl  agitated  on  the  river :  and  that  they  have 
fufficient  room  for  accommodations,  may  be  inferred 
from  their  length  of  the  beams,  which  are  twelve  or 
fifteen  fathoms,  and  about  two  feet,  or  two  and  a 
half  diameter  %  fo  that  the  nine  beams  of  which  they 
confift,  form  a  breadth  of  between  twenty  and  twen- 
ty-four feet,  and  proportional  in  thole  of  feven,  or 
any  other  number  of  beams., 

Thefe  beams  are  fattened  or  lafhed  together,  fo 
fecurely,  that  with  the  crofs  pieces  at  each  end,  which 
are  alfo  lafhed  with  all  poflible  flrength,  they  refifl 
the  rapidity  of  the  currents  in  their  voyages  to  the 
coail  of  Tumbez  and  Paita.  Though  by  their 
neglect  in  examining  the  condition  of  the  bejucos, 
whether  they  are  not  rotten  or  worn,  fo  as  to  require 
others,  there  are  fome  melancholy  inftances  of  bal- 
zas, which  in  bad  weather  have  feparated,  and  by 
that  means  the  cargo  loit,  and  the  paffengers  drown- 
ed. With  regard  to  the  Indians,  they  never  fail  of 
getting  upon  one  of  the  beams,  which  is  fufficient 
for  them  to  make  their  way  to  the  next  port. 

The  thickefi  beam  of  thofe  which  compofe  the 

balza 
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balza  is  placed  fo  as  to  project  beyond  the  other  In  its 
after-part,  and  to  this  is  lafhed  the  firft  beams  on 
each  fide,  and  thus  fucceftively  till  the  whole  are  fe- 
cured  •,  that  in  the  middle  being  the  principal  piece, 
and  thence  the  number  of  beams  is  always  odd.  The 
larger  fort  of  balzas  generally  carry  between  four  and 
five  hundred  quintals,  without  being  damaged  by  the 
water ;  for  the  waves  of  the  fea  never  run  over  the 
balza,  neither  does  the  water  fpla(h  up  between  the 
beams,  the  balza  always  yielding  to  the  motion  of 
the  waves. 

Hitherto  we  have  only  mentioned  the  conftruction 
and  ufes  they  are  applied  to  \  but  the  greateft  Angu- 
larity of  this  floating  vehicle  is,  that  it  fails,  tacks,  and 
works,  as  well  in  contrary  winds,  as  {hips  with  a  keel, 
and  makes  very  little  lee-way.  This  advantage  it  de- 
rives from  another  method  of  fleering  than  by  a  rud- 
der ;  -namely,  by  fome  boards,  three  or  four  yards  in 
length,  and  half  a  yard  in  breadth,  called  gueras, 
which  are  placed  vertically  both  in  the  head  and  ftera, 
between  the  main  beams,  and  by  thrurting  fome  of 
thefe  deep  in  the  water,  and  raifing  others,  they  bear 
away,  luff  up,  tack,  lay  to,  and  perform  all  the  other 
motions  of  a  regular  (hip. 

The  increafe  of  fifh  in  this  river  is  greatly  hindered 
by  the  prodigious  numbers  of  alligators:  an  amphi- 
bious creature,  being  both  in  the  rivers  and  the  adja- 
cent plains  ♦,  though  it  is  not  often  known  to  go  far 
from  the  banks  of  the  river.  When  tired  with  fwim- 
ming  they  leave  the  water  to  balk  themfelves  in  the 
fun,  and  then  appear  more  like  logs  of  rotten  wood 
thrown  afhore  by  the  current,  than  living  creatures ; 
but  upon  perceiving  any  vefTel  near  them,  they  im- 
mediately throw  themfelves  into  the  water.  Some 
are  fo  large,  as  to  exceed  hve  yards  in  length.  Dur- 
ing the  time  they  lie  bafking  on  the  fhore,  they  keep 
their  huge  mouths  wide  open,  till  filled  with  flies  and 
other  infects,  when  they  fuddenly  fhut  their  jaws, 
and  fwallow  their  prey.     Whatever  may  have  been. 

written: 
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written  with  regard  to  the  fiercenefs  and  rapacity  of 
this  animal,  our  company  of  artifts  found  from  ex- 
perience that  they  avoid  a  man ;  and  on  the  approach  of 
any  one,  immediately  plunge  into  the  water.  Its 
whole  body  is  covered  with  lcales  impenetrable  to  a 
mufket-ball,  unlefs  it  happens  to  hit  him  in  the  belly* 
near  the  fore-legs,  the  only  part  vulnerable. 

The  alligator  is  an  oviparous  creature.  The  fe- 
male makes  a  large  hole  in  the  fand  near  the  brink  of 
a  river,  and  there  depofits  her  eggs ;  which  are  near- 
ly equal  to  thofe  of  an  oftrich,  and  as  white  as  thole 
of  a  hen,  but  much  more  folid.  She  generally  lays 
about  a  hundred,  continuing  in  the  fame  place  till 
they  are  all  depofited,  which  is  a  day  or  two.  She 
then  covers  them  with  the  fand  -,  and  the  better  to 
conceal  them,  rolls  herfelf,  not  only  over  her  preci- 
ous depofitum,  but  to  a  considerable  diftance.  After 
this  precaution  fne  returns  to  the  water,  till  natural 
inftincl:  informs  her,  that  it  is  time  to  deliver  her 
young  from  their  confinement,,  when  fhe  comes  to  the 
fpot,  followed  by  the  male,  and  tearing  up  the  fand* 
begins  breaking  the  eggs ;  but  fo  carefully*  that 
fcarce  a  fmgle  one  is  injured,  .and  a  whole  fwarm  of 
little  alligators  are  ken  crawling  about.  The  female 
then  takes  them  into  the  water ;  but  the  watchful 
gallinazos,  a  large  bird,  very  common  in  thefe  parts, 
make  ufe  of  this  opportunity  to  deprive  her  of  fome  : 
and  even  the  male  alligator,  who  indeed  comes  for  no 
other  end,  devours  what  he  can,  till  the  female  has 
reached  the  water  with  the  remaining  ,  for  all 
thofe  which  either  fall  from  her  back,  or  do  not  fwim, 
fne  herfelf  eats  5  fo  that  out  of  fuch  a  formidable 
brood,  happily  not  more  than  four  or  five  efcape. 

Thefe  alligators  are  the  great  deftroyers  of  the  fifh 
in  this  river*  it  being  their  mod  fate  and  general 
food  ;  nor  are  they  wanting  in  addrefs  to  fatisfy  their 
defires  :  eight  or  ten,  as  it  were  by  compact,  draw 
up  at  the  mouth  of  a  river,  or  creek,  whilft  others  of 
the  fame  corps  go  a  considerable  diftance  up  the  river.* 

and 
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and  chafe  the  fifh  downward,  by  which  none  of  any 
bignefs  efcape  them.  The  alligators,  being  unable 
to  eat  under  water,  on  feizing  a  fifh,  raife  their  heads 
above  the  furface.  After  iatisfying  their  appetite, 
they  retire  to  reft  on  the  banks  of  the  river. 

When  they  cannot  find  fifh  to  appeafe  their  hun- 
ger, they  betake  themfelves  to  the  meadows  border- 
ing on  the  banks  of  the  river,  and  devour  calves  andi 
colts ;  and  in  order  to  be  more  fecure  in  feizing  their 
prey,  take  the  opportunity  of  the  night,  that  they 
may  furprife  them  in  their  fleep  :  and  it  is  obferved, 
that  thofe  alligators  which  have  once  tafted  flefh,  be- 
come fo  fond  of  it,  as  never  to  take  up  with  fifh,  but 
in  cafes  of  neceflity.  Their  voracity  has  been  often  felt 
by  the  boatmen  ;  who,  by  inconfiderately  fleeping  with 
one  of  their  arms  or  legs  hanging  over  the  fide  of  the 
boat,  thefe  animals  have  feized,  and  drawn  the  whole 
body  into  the  water.  The  inhabitants  of  thofe  places 
where  they  abound,  are  very  induftrious  in  catching 
and  deftroying  them.  Their  ufual  method  is  by  a  caib- 
nate,  or  piece  of  hard  wood,  fharpened  at  both  ends, 
and  baited  with  the  lungs  of  fome  animal.  This  ca- 
fonate  they  faften  to  a  thong,  the  end  of  which  is 
fecured  to  the  more.  The  alligator,  on  feeing  the 
lungs  floating  on  the  water,  maps  at  the  bait;  and 
thus  both  points  of  wood  enter  into  his  jaws  in  fuck 
a  manner,  that  he  can  neither  fhut  nor  open  his  mouth. 
He  is  then  dragged  afhore,  where  the  Indians  bak 
him  like  a  bull,  knowing  that  the  greateft  damage 
he  can  do,  is  to  throw  down  fuch  as  for  want  of  care 
or  agility  do  not  keep  out  of  his  reach. 

As  foon  as  the  French  and  Spanifh  artifts  arrived 
at  Guiaquil,  the  corregidor  difpatched  a  meflenger  to 
the  magiftrate  of  Guaranda,  that  he  might  order  car- 
riages to  the  port  of  Caracol,  for  conveying  them 
and  their  baggage  to  the  mountains ;  but  the  paffage 
being  then  impracticable,  they  were  obliged  to  con- 
tinue at  Guiaquil  till  the  rummer,  when  on  receiving 
advice  that  the  mules  provided  by  that  magiftrate 

were 
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were  on  the  road  to  Caracol,  they  immediately  em- 
barked on  the  3d  of  May,  1736,  on  board  a  large 
chata  :  but  the  ufual  impediment  of  the  current,  and 
ieveral  unfortunate  accidents,  rendered  the  pafTage 
{o  very  long,  that  they  did  not  land  at  Caracol  before 
the  eleventh.  The  tortures  they  received  on  the 
river  from  the  mofchitos  were  beyond  imagination. 
The  moft  difmal  night  they  fpent  in  this  paiTage,  was 
when  they  came  to  an  anchor  near  a  large  and  hand- 
ibme  houfe,  but  uninhabited ;  for  they  had  no  fooner 
feated  themlelves  in  it,  than  they  were  attacked  on 
all  fides  with  innumerable  {warms  of  mofchitos ;  fo 
that  it  was  impoflible  for  a  pcrfon  fufceptible  of  feel- 
ing to  be  one  moment  quiet.  In  fhort,  no  expe- 
dient was  of  any  ufe  againfl  their  numbers.  The 
fmoke  of  the  trees  they  burnt  to  difperfe  the  infernal 
infects ;  befide  almoft  choaking  them,  feemed  rather  to 
augment  than  diminifh  their  multitudes.  At  day- 
break they  could  not  without  concern  look  upon  each 
other  •,  their  faces  were  iwelled,  and  their  hands  co- 
vered with  painful  tumours,  which  fufficiently  indi- 
cated the  condition  of  the  other  parts  of  their  bodies, 
expofed  to  the  attacks  of  thefe  infects.  The  follow- 
ing night  they  took  up  their  quarters  in  a  houfe  inha- 
bited, but  not  free  from  mofchitos,  though  in  much 
lefs  numbers  than  before.  On  informing  their  hoft 
of  the  deplorable  manner  in  which  they  had  fpent 
the  preceding  night,  he  gravely  told  them,  that  the 
houfe  they  fo  greatly  complained  of  had  been  forfaken 
on  account  of  its  being  the  purgatory  of  a  foul :  to 
which  one  of  the  company  wittily  anfwered,  that  it 
was  much  more  natural  to  think  it  was  forfaken  on 
account  of  its  being  a  purgatory  for  the  body. 

All  the  road  from  Caracol  to  the  Ojibar  is  fo  deep 
and  boggy,  that  the  beafts,  at  every  flep,  funk  al- 
moft up  to  their  bellies  ♦,  but  along  the  banks  of  that 
river,  they  found  it  more  firm  and  commodious.  The 
houfe  they  lodged  in  had  been  for  fome  time  for- 
faken, like  that  already  mentioned  on  Guiaquil  river, 
'    4  and 
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and  was  become  a  neft  of  mofchitos  of  all  kinds,  fo 
that  it  was  impoffibie  to  determine  which  was  the 
worfh  Some,  to  avoid  the  torture  of  thefe  infects, 
{tripped  themfelves,  and  went  into  the  river,  keep- 
ing only  their  heads  above  water  -,  but  the  face,  be- 
ing the  only  part  expofed,  was  immediately  covered 
with  them,  fo  that  thofe  who  had  recourfe  to  this  ex- 
pedient were  foon  forced  to  deliver  up  their  whole 
bodies  to  thefe  tormenting  creatures. 

On  the  1 6th,  at  noon,  they  paifed  by  a  place  called 
Memarumi,  or  Mother  of  Stone,  where  there  is  an 
inconceivably  beautiful  cafcade.  The  rock,  from 
which  the  water  precipitates  itfelf,  is  nearly  perpen- 
dicular, and  fifty  fathoms  in  height;  and  on  both 
fides  bordered  with  lofty  and  fpreading  trees.  The 
clearnefs  of  the  fluid  dazzles  the  fight,  which  is,  at 
the  fame  time,  charmed  with  the  luftre  of  the  vo- 
lume of  water  formed  in  its  fall  \  after  which  it  con- 
tinues its  courfe  in  a  bed  along  a  fmall  defcent,  and 
is  croffed  by  a  road.  From  thence  they  continued 
their  journey ;  and  after  croiTmg  the  river  twice  on 
bridges,  but  with  equal  danger  as  in  fording  it,  they 
arrived  at  two  in  the  evening  at  a  place  called  Tari- 
gagua,  where  they  refted  in  a  large  ftrudture  of  tim- 
ber, covered  with  vijaua  leaves,  built  for  their  re- 
ception. 

It  mud  not  be  thought  flrange  to  fay,  that  the 
bridges  are  equally  dangerous  with  the  fords ;  for 
thefe  ftructures  being  all  of  wood,  and  very  long, 
ihake  in  paffiiig  them ;  befide,  their  breadth  is  not 
above  three  feet,  and  without  any  rails,  fo  that  one 
falfe  flep  precipitates  the  mule  into  the  torrent,  where 
it  is  inevitably  loft :  accidents,  according  to  the  re- 
port of  their  guides,  not  uncommon.  Thefe  bridges, 
by  the  rotting  of  the  wood  under  water,  are  annually 
repaired  toward  winter,  the  only  feafon  when  they 
are  ufed  ;  the  rivers,  during  the  fummer,  being  for- 
dable. 

At  Tarigagua,  the  traveller  often  fees  iritances  of 
Vol,  L  Gg  the 
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the  effects  of  two  oppofite  temperatures,  in  two  per- 
fons  happening  to  meet,  one  of  them  coming  from 
Guiaquil,  and  the  other  from  the  mountains  :  the  lat- 
ter finds  the  heat  fo  great,  that  he  is  fcarce  able  to 
bear  any  cloaths,  while  the  former  wraps  himfelf  up 
in  all  the  garments  he  can  procure.  The  one  is  fo 
delighted  with  the  warmth  of  the  water  of  the  river, 
that  he  bathes  in  it ;  the  other  thinks  it  fo  cold,  that 
he  avoids  being  fpattered  by  it.  Nor  is  the  cafe  very 
different  even  in  the  fame  perfon,  who,  after  a  journey 
to  the  mountains  is  returning  to  Guiaquil ;  or  vice 
verfa,  provided  the  journey  and  return  be  made  at 
the  fame  feafon  of  the  year. 

At  a  quarter  paft  nine  in  the  morning,  they  began 
to  afcend  the  mountain  of  San  Antonio,  the  foot  of 
which  is  at  Tarigagua,  and  at  one,  reached  a  place 
called  by  the  Indians  Guamac,  or  Crofs  of  Canes, 
where  they  halted. 

The  ruggednefs  of  the  road  from  Tarigagua  lead- 
ing up  this  mountain,  is  not  eafily  defcribed :  it  gave 
our  artifts  more  trouble  and  fatigue,  befide  the  dan- 
gers they  were  every  moment  expofed  to,  than  all 
they  had  experienced  in  their  former  journeys.  In 
fome  parts  the  declivity  is  fo  great,  that  the  mules 
can  fcarce  keep  their  footing  \  and  in  others  the  ac- 
clivity is  equally  difficult.  In  many  places  the  road 
is  fo  narrow,  that  the  mules  have  fcarce  room  to  fet 
their  feet ;  and  in  others  a  continued  feries  of  preci- 
pices. Befide,  thefe  roads,  or  rather  paths,  are  full 
of  holes,  or  camelones,  near  three  quarters  of  a  yard 
deep,  in  which  the  mules  put  their  fore  and  hind  feet ; 
fo  that  fometimes  they  draw  their  bellies,  and  riders 
legs  along  the  ground.  Indeed  thefe  holes  ferve  as 
ileps,  without  which  the  precipices  would  be  in  a  great 
meafure  impracticable.  But  mould  the  creature  hap- 
pen to  put  his  foot  between  two  of  thefe  holes,  or 
not  place  it  right,  the  rider  falls ;  and  if  on  the  fide 
of  the  precipice,  inevitably  perimes. 

Thefe  holes,  or  camelones,  as  they  are  called,  ren- 
der 
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der  all  this  road  very  toilfome  and  dangerous,  being 
as  it  were  fo  many  obitacfes  to  the  poor  mules; 
though  the  danger  is  even  greater  in  thofe  parts  where 
they  are  wanting.  For  as  the  tracks  are  extremely 
fteep  and  flippery  from  the  foil,  which  is  chalky  and 
continually  wet,  fo  they  would  be  quite  impracti- 
cable, did  not  the  Indians  go  before  and  dig  little 
trenches  acrofs  the  road  with  fmall  fpades  which  they 
carry  with  them  for  that  purpofe  :  and  thus  both  the 
difficulty  and  danger  of  thefe  craggy  paths  are  great- 
]y  leffened.  This  work  is  continual ;  every  drove  re- 
quiring a  repetition  of  it:' for  in  lefs  than  a  night 
the  rain  utterly  deitroys  all  the  trenches  cut  by  feve- 
ral  hands  the  preceding  day.  The  trouble  of  having 
people  going  before  to  mend  the  road,  the  pains  ant- 
ing from  the  many  falls  and  bruifes,  and  the  difagree- 
ablenefs  of  being  covered  with  dirt,  and  wet  to  the 
fkin,  might  be  the  more  chearfully  fupported,  were 
they  not  augmented  by  the  fight  of  fuch  frightful 
precipices  and  deep  abyffes,  as  muft  fill  the  travel- 
ler's mind  with  terror. 

The  manner  of  defcending  from  thefe  heights  is 
not  lefs  difficult  and  dangerous.  In  order  to  under- 
Hand  this,  it  is  neceffary  to  obferve,  that  in  thefe 
parts  of  the  mountains,  the  exceffive  fteepnefs  will 
not  admit  of  the  camelones  being  lading  -,  for  the 
waters,  by  the  continually  foftening  the  earth,  wafh 
them  away.  The  mules  themfeives  are  ferifible  of 
the  caution  requifite  in  thefe  defcents  ;  for  coming  to 
the  top  of  an  eminence,  they  Hop,  and  having  placed 
their  fore-feet  clofe  together,  as  in  a  pollure  of  flop- 
ping themfeives,  they  alfo  put  their  hinder-feet  toge- 
ther, but  a  little  forewards,  as  if  going  to  lie  down. 

In  this  attitude,  having  as  it  were  taken  a  furvey 
of  the  road,  they  Aide  down  with  the  fwiftnefs  of  a 
meteor.  All  the  rider  has  to  do  is  to  keep  himfelf 
faft  in  the  faddle  without  checking  his  beaft  \  for  the 
leaft  motion  is  Sufficient  to  diforder  the  equilibrium 
of  the'  mule,    in  which  cafe  they  both  unavoidably 
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perifh-  The  addrefs  of  this  creature  is  here  truly  won- 
derful ;  for  in  this  rapid  motion,  when  they  feem  to 
have  loft  all  government  of  themfelves,  they  follow 
exactly  the  different  windings  of  the  road,  as  if  they 
had  before  accurately  reconoitred  and  previoufly  fet- 
tled in  i^eir  minds  the  rout  they  were  to  follow,  and 
taken  every  precaution  for  their  fafety  amidfl  fo  many 
irregularities. 

But  the  longeft  practice  of  travelling  thefe  roads,  can- 
not entirely  free  the  mules  from  a  kind  of  dread  or 
horror,  which  appears  when  they  arrive  at  the  top  of 
a  fleep  declivity:  for  they  flop  without  being  check- 
ed by  the  rider  ♦,  and  if  he  inadvertently  endeavours 
to  fpur  them  on,  they  continue  immoveable  •,  nor 
will  they  ftir  from  the  place  till  they  have  put  them- 
felves in  the  above-mentioned  pofture.  Now  it  is 
that  they  feem  to  be  actuated  by  reafon  y  for  they  not 
only  attentively  view  the  road,  but  tremble  and  fnort 
at  the  danger^  which  if  the  rider  be  not  accuftomed 
to  thefe  emotions,  cannot  fail  of  filling  him  with  ter- 
rible ideas.  The  Indians  go  before,  and  place  them- 
felves along  the  fides  of  the  mountain,  holding  by 
the  roots  of  trees,  to  animate  the  beafls  with  fhoutss 
till  they  at  once  (tart  down  the  declivity. 

The  natural  difficulty  of  all  the  roads  among  the 
mountains  are  increafed  by  the  neglect  of  them,  which 
is  greater  than  could  eafily  be  conceived.  If  a  tree, 
for  inftance,  happens  to  fall  down  acrofs  the  road, 
and  (lop  up  the  paffage,  no  perion  will  be  at  the  pains 
to  remove  it-,  and  though  all  parting 'that  way  are 
put  to  no  fm all  difficulty  by  fuch  an  obftacle,  it  is 
fuffered  to  continue  :  neither  the  government,  nor 
thofe  who  frequent  the  road,  taking  any  care  to  have 
it  drawn  away.  Some  of  thefe  trees  are  indeed  fo 
large,  that  their  diameter  is  not  Jefs  than  a  yard  and 
a  half,  and  confequently  fill  up  the  whole  paffage ; 
in  which  cafe  the  Indians  hew  away  part  of  the  trunk, 
and  affift  the  mules  to  leap  over  what  remains  •,  but 
in  order  to  this,  they  muft  be  unloaded  -,  and  after 

prodi- 
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prodigious  labour,  they  at  laft  furmount  the  difficul- 
ty, though  not  without  great  lofs  of  time  and  da- 
mage to  the  goods.  When,  pieafed  with  having  got 
over  the  obftacle  themielves,  they  leave  the  tree  in 
the  condition  they  found  it ;  fo  that  thofe  who  follow 
are  obliged  to  undergo  the  fame  fatigue  and  trouble. 
Thus  the  road,  to  the  great  detriment  of  trade,  re- 
mains encumbered  till  time  has  defiroyed  the  tree. 

They  now  began  to  defcend  with  more  eafe  towards 
the  province  of  Chimbo,  attended  by  the  provincial 
alcalde,  and  the  moft  eminent  perfons  of  the  town. 
After  complimenting  them  in  the  mod  cordial  man- 
ner on  their  arrival,  they  proceeded  together,  and 
within  a  league  of  the  town  were  met  by  the  prieft» 
a  dominican,  accompanied  by  feveral  of  his  order,  and 
a  number  of  the  inhabitants,  who  alfo  left  the  tqwn 
on  the  fame  friendly  occafion  :  and,  to  heighten  the 
ceremony,  had  brought  with  them  a  troop  of  cholo% 
or  Indian  boys.  In  this  manner  the  cavalcade  entered 
the  town,  on  which  all  the  bells  in  the  place  were 
rung,  and  every  houfe  refounded  with  the  noife  of 
trumpets,  tabors  and  pipes. 

On  exprefting  to  the  corregidor  their  furprife  at 
this  reception,  as  a  compliment  far  above  their  rank, 
he  informed  them  that  it  was  not  at  all  lingular,  it 
being  no  more  that  what  was  commonly  pradifed 
when  perfons  of  any  appearance  entered  the  town  j 
and  that  there  was  no  jfmall  emulation  between  the 
feveral  towns  in  paying  thofe  congratulations. 

After  they  had  paired  the  mountains  beyond  Pn- 
cara,  the  whole  country  within  the  reach  of  the  eye 
during  a  pa(fag£  of  tv/o  leagues,  was  a  level  and 
open  plain,  having  neither  trees  nor  mountains,  and 
covered  with  fields  of  wheat,  barley,  maize,  and 
other  grain,  naturally  gave  our  artifts  great  pleafure. 

The  corregidor  entertained  them  in  his  houfe  at 
^Guaranda  till  the  21 ft  of  the  fame  month,  when 
they  continued  their  journey  to  Quito  j  whither  they 
arrived,  without  meeting  with  any  remarkable  occur- 
rences, in  a  few  days. 
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At  the  extremity  of  a  fpacious  plain,  called  Tura 
Bamba,  that  is,  a  muddy  plain,  ftands  the  city  of 
Quito ;  on  which  they  entered  at  five  in  the  evening 
on  the  29th*  The  prefident  of  the  province,  befide 
providing  apartments  for  them  in  the  palace  of  the 
audencia,  entertained  them  the  fir  ft  three  days  with 
great  fplendor,  during  which  they  were  vifited  by 
the  bifhop,  the  auditor,  the  canons,  the  regidores, 
and  all  other  perfons  of  any  diftinction,  who  feemed 
to  vie  with  each  other  in  their  civilities. 

"Ourartifts  found  from  accurate  obfervations,  that 
the  city  of  Quito  is  fituated  in  the  latitude  of  o  deg. 
13  min.  33  fee.  fouth,  and  in  298  deg.  15  min.  45 
fee.  or  61  deg.  44  min.  15  fee.  weft  longitude  from 
the  meridian  of  TenerifFe.  It  ftands  in  the  inland 
parts  of  the  continent  of  South  America,  and  on  the 
eaftern  fkirts  of  the  weft  Cordillera  of  the  Andes.  Its 
diftance  from  the  coaft  of  the  fouth  fea  is  about  35 
leagues  weft.  Contiguous  to  it  on  the  north-weft,  is 
the  mountains  and  defart  of  Pichincha,  not  lefa  fa- 
mous among  ftrangers  for  its  great  height,?  Mian 
among  the  natives  for  the  great  riches  it  is  imagined 
to  contain.  The  city  is  built  on  the  acclivity  of  that 
mountain,  and  furrounded  by  others  of  a  middling 
height,  among  the  breaches,  or  guaycos,  as  they  are 
called  here,  which  form  the  eminences  of  Pichincha. 
Some  of  thefe  breaches  are  of  a  confiderable  depth, 
and  run  quite  through  it,  fo  that  great  part  of  the 
buildings  ft  and  upon  arches.  This  renders  the  ftreets 
irregular  and  extremely  uneven,  fome  parts  of  the  city 
being  built  on  the  afcents,  defcents,  and  fummits  of 
the  breaches.  The  city  with  regard  to  magnitude, 
may  be  compared  to  one  of  the  fecond  order  in  Eu- 
rope i  but  the  unevennefs  of  its  fituation  is  a  great 
difadvantage  to  its  appearance. 

Near  it  are  two  fpacious  plains ;  one  on  the  fouth, 
called  Zurubamba,  three  leagues  in  length  ;  and  the 
other  on  the  north,  termed  Inna-Quito,  about  two, 
leagues  in  extent.    Both  are  interfperfed  with  feats  and 
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cultivated  lands,  which  greatly  add  to  the  profpecl 
from  the  city,  being  continually  covered  with  a  lively 
verdure.  Thefe  two  plains  contract  as  they  approach 
the  city  ;  and  at  their  junction,  form  a  neck  of  land, 
covered  with  thofe  eminences,  on  which  part  of  Quito 
flands.  It  may  perhaps  appear  (Iran ge,  thatnotwith- 
ftanding  twofuch  beautiful  and  extenfive  plains  are  fo 
near  the  city,  a  fituation  fo  very  inconvenient  mould 
be  preferred  to  either.  But  the  firft  founders  feem 
to  have  had  lefs  regard  for  convenience  and  beauty, 
than  for  preferving  the  remembrance  of  their  conquefts, 
by  building  on  the  fite  of  the  ancient  capital  of  the 
Indians,  who  made  choice  of  fuch  places  for  erecting 
their  towns  ;  probably  from  their  being  better  adapted 
to  defence.  Befide,  the  Spaniards,  during  the  infancy 
of  their  conqueft,  little  imagined  this  playce  wTould  ever 
increafe  to  its  prefent  magnitude.  Quito,  however, 
was  formerly  in  a  much  more  flourifhing  condition 
than  at  prefent  •,  the  number  of  its  inhabitants  being 
confiderably  decreafed,  particularly  the  Indians,  whole 
ftreets  of  whofe  huts  are  now  forfaken,  and  in  ruins. 

Pichincha,  in  the  pagan  times,  was  a  volcano ;  and 
even  fome  fiery  eruptions  have  been  known  fmce  the 
conqueft,  The  mouth  or  aperture  was  in  a  pic,  the 
top  of  w7hich  is  now  covered  with  fand  and  calcined 
matter.  At  prefent  no  fire  is  ejected,  nor  does  there 
any  fmoke  iffue  from  it.  The  higheft  part  of  Pichin- 
cha is  covered  with  ice  and  fnow,  considerable  quan- 
tities of  which  are  brought  down  to  the  city,  and  mix- 
ed with  the  liquors  drank  by  people  of  famion. 

The  principal  fqnare  in  Quito  has  four  fides,  in  one 
of  which  ftands  the  cathedral,  and  in  the  oppofite  the 
epifcopal  palace-,  the  third  fide  is  taken  up  by  the 
town-houfe ;  and  the  fourth  by  the  palace  of  the  au- 
dience. It  is  very  fpacious,  and  has  in  the  center  an 
elegant  fountain.  It  is,  indeed,  rather  disfigured 
than  adorned  by  the  palace  of  the  audience ;  which, 
inftead  of  being  kept  in  repair,  the  greateft  part  of  it 
has  been  fufFered  to  fall  into  ruins  j  only  a  few  hails 
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an  i  offices  being  taken  any  care  of.     The  principal 
ftreecs  are  paved  •,  but  thofe  which  are  not,  are  al- 
moit  impaftible  after  rain,  which  is  here  very  common. 
Beilde  the  principal  fquare,  there  are  two  others  in 
Quito,  an  i  both  very  ipacious,  together  with  feveral 
ot:  .  rs  that  are  i  mailer.     In  thefe  the  greater!  part  of 
1 1     convent,  are  (ituated,  and  thence  make  a  very 
handsome  apoearance  \  the  fronts  and  portals  of  thofe 
edifices  dedicated  to  religion,  being  adorned  with  all 
the   ernbi  innments  of  architecture,   particularly  the 
convent  oi  the  order  of  Francifcans,    which  being 
wholly  of  rree  fione,  mult  have  coil  a  prodigious  fum. 
The  cathedral,  befide  the  richneis  of  its  furniture,  is 
fpkndidiy  adorned  with  tapeftry  hangings,   and  other 
coitly  decorations ;  but  in  this  refpecfc  the  other  parifh- 
churches  are  fo  mean,  as  to   have  fcarce   neceffaries 
for  performing  divine  worihip.     Some  of  them  are 
without  pavements  •,  and  every  other  particular  is  of 
a  piece  with  that  -nark  of  poverty. 

Among  the  courts,  whofe  feflions'are  held  at  Quito, 
the  piincipal  is  that  of  the  royal  audience,  which  was 
eftabiiuied  there  in  the  year  1563  -,  and  confifts  of  a 
prefiaent,  (who  is  alio  governor  of  the  province  with 
regard  to  matters  of  law)  four  auditors,  who  are  at  the 
fame  time  civil  and  criminal  judges,  and  a  royal  flfcal, 
fo  called,  as  befide  the  caufes  brought  before  the  au- 
dience, he  alio  takes  cognizance  of  every  thing  relating 
to  the  revenue  of  the  crown.  Befide  this,  there  is 
alfo  another  flfcal  called  Protector  de  los  Indios, 
*c  Protector  of  the  Indians,"  who  folicits  for  them, 
and,  when  injured,  pleads  in  their  defence.  The  ju- 
riididion  of  this  court  extends  to  the  utmoil  limits  of 
the  province  with  no  other  appeal  than  to  the  council 
of  the  Indies,  and  this  only  in  cafe  of  a  rejection  of  a 
petition,  or  flagrant  injuflice. 

The  tribunal  de  cruzada,  or  croizade,  has  a  com- 
midary,  who  is  generally  fome  dignitary  of  the  church, 
and  a  treafurer,   who  is  alio  the   accomptant,   and 
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through  whofe  hands  every  thing  pafles  relating  to  the 
croizade. 

Here  is  alio  a  treafury  for  the  effects  of  perfons  de- 
ceafed,  an  inftitution  long  fince  eftablifhed  all  over  the 
Indies,  for  receiving  the  goods  of  thofe  whofe  heirs 
were  in  Spain,  that  thus  they  might  be  fecured  from 
thofe  accidents;  to  which,  from  difhonefty,  or  negli- 
gence, they  would  be  liable  in  private  hands,  and  fe- 
curely  kept  for  the  perfons  to  which  they  belong  :  an 
inftitution,  originally  very  excellent,  but  now  greatly 
abufed,  great  diminutions  being  made  in  the  eftates 
before  they  are  reftored  to  their  proper  owners. 

Befide  the  above-mentioned  tribunals,  here  is  alfo 
a  commiflary  of  the  inquifition,  with' an  alguazil 
major,  and  familiars  appointed  by  the  holy  office  of 
Lima. 

The  cathedral  chapter  confifts  of  the  bifhop,  dean^ 
archdeacon,  chanter,  treafurer,  doctoral,  penitentiary^ 
a  magiftral,  three  canons  by  prefentation,  four  pre- 
bends, and  two  demi-prebends,  with  cpnfiderable  re- 
venues. This  church  was  erected  into  a  cathedral  in 
the  year  1545  ',  and  among  other  feftivals  that  are  ce- 
lebrated in  it,  with  amazing  magnificence,  are  thofe  of 
corpus  Chrifti,  and  the  conception  of  our  Lady  ;  when 
all  the  courts,  offices,  and  perfons  of  eminence,  never 
fail  to  affift.  But  the  lingular  pomp  of  the  proceffion 
of  the  hoft  in  the  former,  and  the  sdances  of  the  In- 
dians, muft  not  be  omitted. 

With  regard  to  the  dances  -,  it  is  a  cuftom,  both 
among  the  parifhes  of  Quito,  and  all  thofe  of  the 
mountains,  that  the  prieft,  a  month  before  the  cele- 
bration of  the  feafts,  feleds  a  number  of  Indians,  who 
are  to  be  the  dancers.  Thefe  immediately  begin  to 
practife  the  dances  they  ufed  before  their  converfion  to 
chriftianity.  The  mufic  is  pipe  and  tabor ;  and  the 
mod  extraordinary  of  their  motions  a  few  awkward 
capers :  in  fhort,  the  whole  is  little  to  the  tafte  of  an 
European.  Within  a  few  days  of  the  folemnity,  they 
drefs  themfelves  in  a  doublet,  fhirt,  and  a  woman's 
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petticoat,  adorned  in  the  fined  manner  poffible.  Over 
their  (lockings  they  wear  a  fort  of  pinked  bufkins,  on 
which  are  faftened  a  great  number  of  bells.  Their 
head  and  face  they  cover  with  a  fort  of  mafic,  formed 
of  ribbands  of  feveral  colours.  DrefTed  in  this  fan- 
taftical  garb,  they  proudly  call  themfelves  angels, 
unite  in  companies  of  eight  or  ten,  and  fpend  the 
whole  day  in  roving  about  the  ftreets,  highly  delight- 
ed with  the  gingling  of  their  bells  •,  and  frequently 
Hop  to  dance,  to  gain  the  applaufes  of  the  ignorant 
multitude,  who  are  ftrangers  to  elegant  dancing.  But 
what  is  really  furprifing,  is,  that  without  any  pay,  or 
view  of  intereft,  unlefs  they  think  it  a  religious  duty, 
they  continue  this  exercife  a  whole  fortnight  before 
the  grand  feftival,  and  a  month  after  it,  without 
minding  either  their  labour  or  families.  The  fame 
drefs  is  worn  by  them  in  other  proceflions,  and  at  the 
bull  feafts,  when  they  are  excufed  from  labour,  and 
therefore  highly  pleafed  with  them. 

Soon  after  our  artifts  arrived  at  Quito,  they  deter- 
mined to  continue  the  feries  of  the  triangles  for  mea- 
furing  an  arch  of  the  meridian  to  the  S.  of  that  city  : 
the  company  accordingly  divided  themfelves  into  two 
bodies,  confifting  of  French  and  Spaniards,  and  each 
retired  to  the  part  affigned  them.  Don  George  Juan 
and  M.  Godin,  who  were  at  the  head  of  one  party, 
went  to  the  mountain  of  Pambamarca  •,  while  M. 
Bouguer,  de  la  Condamine,  and  Don  Ulloa,  together 
with  their  afliflants,  climbed  up  to  the  higheft  fummit 
of  Pichincha.  Both  parties  fuffered  extremely,  both 
from  the  feverity  of  the  cold,  and  the  impetuofity  of 
the  winds,  which  on  thefe  heights  blow  with  inceflant 
violence  ;  difficulties  the  more  painful,  as  they  had 
been  little  ufed  to  fuch  fenfations*  Thus  in  the  tor- 
rid zone,  nearly  under  the  equinoclial,  where  it  is 
natural  fo  fuppofe  they  had  moft  to  fear  from  the  heat, 
their  greateft  pain  was  caufed  by  the  exceffivenefs  of 
the  cold. 

Their 
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Their  firft  fcheme  for  fhelter  and  lodging  in  thefe 
uncomfortable  regions,  was  to  pitch  a  field-tent  for 
each  company  •,  but  on  Pichincha  this  could  not  be 
done  from  the  narrownefs  of  the  fummit :  they  were 
therefore  obliged  to  be  contented  with  a  hut  fo  fmall 
that  they  could  hardly  all  creep  into  it.  Nor  will  this 
appear  ttrange,  if  the  reader  confiders  the  bad  difpofi- 
tion  and  fmallnefs  of  the  place,  it  being  one  of  the 
loftieft  crags  of  a  rocky  mountain,  one  hundred  fa- 
thoms above  the  higheit  part  of  the  defart  of  Pichin- 
cha. Such  was  the  fituation  of  their  manfion,  which, 
like  all  the  other  adjacent  parts,  foon  became  covered 
with  ice  and  inow.  The  afcent  up  this  ftupendous 
rock,  from  the  bafe,  or  the  place  where  the  mules 
could  come,  to  their  habitation,  was  fo  craggy  as  on- 
ly to  be  climbed  on  foot  -,  and  to  perform  it  cod  them 
four  hours  continual  labour  and  pain,  from  the  violent 
efforts  of  the  body,  and  the  fubtility  of  the  air;  the 
latter  being  fuch  as  to  render  refpiration  difficult. 

The  ftrange  manner  of  living  to  which  our  artifb 
were  reduced  during  the  time  they  were  employed  in 
a  geometrical  inenfuration  of  fome  degrees  of  the  me* 
ridian,  may  not  perhaps  prove  unentertaining  to  the 
reader ;  and  therefore  the  following  account  is  given 
as  a  fpecimen  of  it.  The  defart  of  Pichincha,  both 
with  regard  to  the  operations  performed  there,  and  its 
inconveniencies,  differing  very  little  from  others,  an 
idea  may  be  very  eafily  formed  of  the  fatigues,  hard- 
ships, and  dangers  to  which,  they  were  continually 
expofed  during  the  time  they  were  profecuting  the  en- 
terprize,  with  the  conduct  of  which  they  had  been 
honoured.  The  principal  difference  between  the  fe- 
veral  defarts  confided  in  their  greater  or  leffer  diftance 
from  places  where  they  could  procure  provifions  ;  and 
in  the  inclemency  of  the  weather,  which  was  propor- 
fionate  to  the  height  of  the  mountains,  and  the  feafon 
of  the  year. 

They  generally  kept  within  their  hut.  Indeed  they 
were  obliged  to  do  this,  both  on  account  of  the  in- 
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tenfenefs  of  the.  cold,  the  violence  of  the  wind  ;  and 
their  being  continually  involved  in  fo  chick  a  fog, 
that  an  object  at  fix  or  eight  paces  was  hardly  dif- 
cernible.  When  the  fog  cleared  up,  the  clouds  by 
their  gravity  moved  nearer  to  the  furface  of  the  earth, 
and  on  all  fides  iurrounded  the  mountain  to  a  vafl 
diftance,  reprefenting  the  fea,  with  their  rock  like  an 
ifland  in  the  centre  of  it.  When  this  happened,  they 
heard  the  horrid  noifes  of  the  tempefls,  which  then 
difcharged  themfelves  on  Quito  and  the  neighbouring 
country,  They  faw  the  lightenings  iffue  from  the 
clouds,  and  heard  the  thunders  roll  far  beneath  them  : 
and  whilft  the  lower  parts  were  involved  in  tempefls 
of  thunder  and  rain,  they  enjoyed  a  delightful  fere- 
nity ;  the  wind  was  abated,  the  iky  clear,  and  the 
enlivening  rays  of  the  fun  moderated  the  feverity  of 
the  cold.  But  their  circumftances  were  very  different 
when  the  clouds  rofe  •,  their  thicknefs  rendered  refpi- 
ration  difficult ;  the  mow  and  hail  fell  continually, 
and  the  wind  returned  with  ail  its  violence  ,  fo  that 
it  was  impofTible  entirely  to  overcome  the  fears  of 
being,  together  with  their  hut,  blown  down  the  pre- 
cipice, on  whofe  edge  it  was  built,  or  of  being  bu- 
ried under  it  by  the  daily  accumulations  of  ice  and 
fnow. 

The  wind  was  often  fo  violent  in  thefe  regions,  that 
its  velocity  dazzled  the  fight,  whilft  their  fears  were 
increafed  from  the  dreadful  concuffions  of  the  preci- 
pice caufed  by  the  fall  of  enormous  fragments  of 
rocks.  Thefe  crufhes  were  the  more  alarming,  as  no 
other  noifes  are  heard  in  thefe  defarts  :  and  during 
the  night,  their  reft,  which  they  fo  greatly  wanted,  was 
frequently  diiturbed  by  fuch  fudden  founds.  When 
the  weather  was  any  thing  fair  with  them,  and  the 
clouds  gathered  about  fome  of  the  other  mountains 
which  had  a  connection  with  their  obfervations,  fo 
that  they  could  not  make  all  the  ufe  they  defired  of 
this  interval  of  good  weather,  they  left  their  hut  to 
exercife  themfelves.      Sometimes  they  defcended  to 
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foftie  fmall  diftance,  and  at  others,  amufed  themfelves 
with  rolling  large  fragments  of  rocks  down  the  preci- 
pice ;  and  thefe  frequently  required  the  joint  ftrength 
of  them  all,  though  they  often  faw  the  fame  effecTed 
by  the  mere  force  of  the  wind.  But  they  always  took 
care  in  their  excurfions  not  to  go  far  out,  but  that  on 
the  leafl  appearance  of  the  clouds  gathering  about 
their  cottage,  which  often  happened  very  fuddenly, 
they  could  regain  their  ilielter.  The  door  of  their 
hut  was  faflened  with  thongs  of  leather,  and.  on  the 
infide  not  the  fmalleft  crevice  was  left  unftopped^ 
befide  which  it  was  very  compactly  covered  with  flraw: 
but  notwithflanding  ail  their  care,  the  wind  pene- 
trated through.  The  days  were  often  little  better 
than  the  nights  •,  and  all  the  light  they  enjoyed  was 
that  of  a  lamp  or  two,  which  they  "kept  continually 
burning. 

Though  their  hut  was  fmall,  and  crouded  with  in- 
habitants,  befide  the  heat  of  the  lamps,  yet  the  in- 
tenfenefs  of  the  cold. was  fuch,  that  every  one  of  them 
was  obliged  to  have  a  chafing-difh  of  coals.  Thefe 
precautions  would  have  rendered  the  rigour  of  the 
climate  fuppor table,  had  not  the  imminent  danger  of 
perifhing  by  being  blown  down  the  precipice,  roofed 
them  every  time  it  fnowed,  to  encounter  the  feve- 
rity  of  the  outward  air,  and  fally  out  with  (hovels  to 
free  the  roof  of  their  hut  from  the  mafles  of  (now 
which  were  gathering  on  it.  Nor  would  it  without 
this  precaution,  have  been  able  to  fupport  the  weight. 
They  were  not  indeed  without  fervants  and  Indians  ; 
but  thefe  were  fo  benumbed  with  the  cold,  that  it 
was  with  great  difficulty  they  could  get  them  out  of 
a  fmall  tent,  where  they  kept  a  continual  fire.  So 
that  all  our  artifts  could  obtain  from  them  was  to 
take  their  turns  in  this  labour  5  and  even  then  they 
went  very  unwillingly  about  it,  and  confequently  per- 
formed it  (lowly; 

It  may  eafily  be  conceived  what  this  company  fuf- 
fered  from  the  -afperkies  o£  fuch  a  climate.     Their 

feet 
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feet  were  fwelled,  and  fo  tender,  that  they  could  not 
even  bear  the  heat  •,  and  walking  was  attended  with 
extreme  pain.  Their  hands  were  covered  with  chil- 
blains •,  their  lips  fwelled  and  chopped  -,  fo  that  every 
motion  in  fpeaking  or  the  like,  drew  blood :  confe- 
quently  they  were  obliged  to  Uriel:  taciturnity,  and 
little  difpofed  to  laugh,  as  by  caufing  an  extenfion  of 
the  lips,  it  produced  fuch  fiffures  as  were  very  pain- 
ful for  two  or  three  days  after. 

Their  common  food  in  this  unhofpitable  region  was 
a  little  rice  boiled  with  fome  flefh  or  fowl,  procured 
from  Quito  ;  and  inftead  of  fluid  water  their  pot  was 
filled  with  ice ;  they  had  the  fame  refource  with  re- 
gard to  what  they  drank  :  and  while  they  were  eating, 
every  one  was  obliged  to  keep  his  plate  over  a  chafing- 
dim  of  coals,  to  prevent  his  provisions  from  freezing. 
The  fame  was  done  with  regard  to  the  water.  At 
firft  they  imagined  the  drinking  ftrong  liquors  would 
difFufe  a  heat  through  the  body,  and,  confequently, 
render  it  lefs  fenfible  of  the  painful  fharpnefs  of  the 
cold  ;  but  to  their  furprife,  they  felt  no  manner  of 
ftrength  in  fuch  liquors :  nor  were  they  any  greater 
prefervative  againft  the  cold  than  the  common  water. 

At  the  fame  time  they  found  it  impoflible  to  keep 
tJbe  Indians  together.  On  their  firfb  feeling  of  the 
climate,  their  thoughts  were  immediately  turned  on 
deferting  their  matters.  The  firft  inftance  they  had 
of  this  kind  was  fo  unexpected,  that  had  not  one  of  a 
better  difpofition  than  the  reft  {laid  and  acquainted 
them  of  their  defign,  it  might  have  proved  of  very 
bad  confequence.  The  affair  was  this  :  there  being 
on  the  top  of  the  rock  no  room  for  pitching  a  tent  for 
the  Indians,  they  ufed  every  evening  to  retire  to  a 
cave  at  the  foot  of  the  mountain  -,  where,  befide  a 
natural  diminution  of  the  cold,  they  could  keep  a 
continual  fire  \  and,  confequently,  enjoyed  more 
comfortable*  quarters  than  their  mailers.  Before  they 
withdrew  at  night,  they  faftened  on  the  outfide,  the 
door  of  the  hut5  which  was  fo  low  that  it  was  impof- 
%  fible 
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fible  to  go  in  or  out  without  (looping  •,  and  as  every 
night  the  hail  and  fnovv  which  had  fallen,  formed  a 
wall  againft  the  door,  it  was  the  bufinefs  of  one  or 
two  of  the  Indians  to  come  early  and  remove  this  ob- 
flrudtion.  For  though  the  Negro  fervants  were  lodged 
in  a  little  tent,  their  hands  and  feet  were  fo  covered 
with  chilblains,  that  they  would  rather  have  fuffered 
themfelves  to  have  been  killed  than  move.  The  In- 
dians therefore  came  conitantly  up  to  difpatch  this 
work  betwixt  nine  or  ten  in  the  morning ;  but  they 
had  not  been  there  above  four  or  five  days,  when 
they  were  not  a  little  alarmed  to  fee  ten,  eleven,  and 
twelve  come,  without  any  news  of  their  labourers  : 
when  they  were  relieved  by  the  honed  fervant  men- 
tioned above,  who  had  withflood  the  feduclion  of 
his  countrymen,  and  informed  his  mailers  of  the  de- 
fertion  of  the  four  others.  As  foon  as  the  fnow  was 
cleared  away  from  the  door,  they  difpatched  the  In- 
dian to  the  corregidor  of  Quito,  who  with  equal  dif- 
patch fent  other  Indians,  threatening  to  chaftife  them 
feverely  if  they  were  wanting  in  their  duty. 

But  the  fear  of  puniftiment  was  not  fufficient  to  in- 
duce them  to  fupport  the  rigour  of  this  fituation  •  for 
within  two  days  they  deferted.  The  corregidor  there- 
fore, to  prevent  any  other  inconvenience,  fent  four 
Indians  under  the  care  of  an  alcalde,  and  gave  orders 
for  their  being  relieved  every  fourth  day. 

Twenty-three  tedious  days  our  artifls  fpent  on  this 
rock,  viz.  to  the  6th  of  September,  and  even  without 
any  poffibility  of  finilhing  their  obfervations  of  the 
angles ;  for  when  it  was  fair  and  clear  weather  with 
them,  the  others  on  whofe  fummits  the  fignals  which 
formed  the  triangles  for  meafuring  the  degrees  of  the 
meridian,  were  hid  in  the  clouds ;  and  when  thofe  were 
clear,  Pichincha  was  involved  in  clouds.  It  was 
therefore  necefiary  to  erect  their  fignals  in  a  lower  fi- 
tuation, and  in  a  more  favourable  region.  This 
however  did  not  produce  any  change  in  their  habi- 
tation till  the  beginning  of  December  5  when  having 

■  finifhed 
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ftnifhed  the  obfervations  which  particularly  concerned 
Pichincha,  they  proceeded  to  others  ;  but  with  no 
abatement  either  of  inconveniencies,  cold,  or  fatigue  : 
for  the  places  where  they  made  their  obfervations 
being  neceiTarily  on  the  higheft  parts  of  the  defarts ; 
the  only  refpite  in  which  they  enjoyed  fome  little  eafe, 
was  during  the  ihort  interval  of  paffing  from  one  to 
the  other. 

In  all  their  (rations  fubfequent  to  that  on  Pichincha, 
during  their  fatiguing  menfuration  of  the  degrees  of 
the  meridian,  each  company  lodged  in  a  field-tent^ 
Which,  though  fmall,  they  found  lefs  inconvenient 
than  the  hut  on  Pichincha  ->  though  at  the  fame  time 
they  had  more  trouble,  being  oftener  obliged  to  clear 
it  from  the  fnow,  as  the  weight  of  it  would  otherwife 
have  demolifhed  the  tent.  At  firft,  indeed,  they 
pitched  it  in  the  moil  fheltered  places ;  but  on  tak- 
ing a  refolution  that  the  tents  themfelves  Ihould  ferve 
for  fignals,  to  prevent  the  inconvenience  of  having 
others  of  wood,  they  removed  them  to  a  more  ex- 
pofed  fituation,  where  the  impetucfity  of  the  winds 
fometimes  tore  up  the  piquets,  and  blew  them  down. 

From  what  has  been  obferved,  it  will  follow,  that, 
in  order  to  form  a  right  judgment  of  the  happy  tem- 
perature of  the  air  at  Quito,  experience  mult  corred 
the  errors  which  would  arife  from  mere  fpeculation : 
as  without  that  unerring  guide,  or  the  information  of 
hiftory,  who  would  imagine,  that  in  the  centre  of  the 
torrid  zone,  or  rather  under  the  equinoctial,  not  only 
the  heat  is  very  tolerable,  but  even,  in  fome  parts,  the 
cold  painful  ?  and  that  others  enjoy  all  the  delights 
and  advantages  of  a  perpetual  fpring,  their  fields  be- 
inc  always  covered  with  verdure,  and  enamelled  with 
flowers  of  the  moil  lively  colours  ?  The  mildnefs  of 
the  climate,  free  from  the  extremes  of  cold  and  heat, 
and  the  conftant  equality  of  the  nights  and  days,  ren- 
der a  country,  which  was  anciently  concluded  to  be 
uninhabitable,  pleafant  and  fertile.  Nature  has  here 
icattered  her  blefiings  with  fo  liberal  a  hand,  that 
4  this 
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this  country  furpafles  thofe  of  the  temperate  zones, 
where  the  viciffitudes  of  winter  and  fummer,  and 
change  from  heat  to  cold,  caufe  the  extremes  of  both 
to  be  more  fenfibly  felt. 

The  method  taken  by  Nature  to  render  this  country 
a  delightful  habitation,  confifts  in  an  affemblage  of 
circumftances,  of  which,  if  any  were  wanting,  it 
would  either  be  utterly  uninhabitable,  or  fubjecl:  to 
the  greater!  inconveniencies.  The  principal  circurn- 
fiance  is  its  elevated  fituation,  and  thus  not  only  the 
reflection  of  the  heat  is  diminifhed*  but  by  the  eleva- 
tion of  this  country,  the  winds  are  more  fubtile,  and 
congelation  more  natural.  Thefe  are  fuch.  natural 
effects  as  muft  doubtlefs  be  attributed  to  its  fituation  \ 
and  is  the  only  circurnftance  from  whence  fuch  dif- 
ferent temperatures  as  are  obferved  here,  can  proceed. 
The  fertility  of  this  country,  if  fully  defcribed, 
would  appear  to  many  incredible,  did  not  the  confi- 
deration  of  the  equality  and  benignity  of  the  climate 
inforce  its  probability.  For  both  the  degrees  of  cold 
and  heat  are  fo  happily  determined,  that  the  moifture 
continues,  and  the  earth  feldom  fails  of  being  cherifri- 
ed  by  the  fertilizing  beams  of  the  fun  fome  part  of 
every  day  :  therefore  it  is  no  wonder  that  this 
country  mould  enjoy  a  greater  degree  of  fertility  than 
thofe  where  the  fame  caufes  do  not  concur ;  efpecially 
if  we  confider,  that  there  is  no  fenfible  difference 
throughout  the  year ;  fo  that  the  fruits  and  beauties  of 
the  feveral  feafons  are  here  feen  at  the  fame  time0 

Though  all  this  is  generally  feen,  yet  there  is  a  fet- 
tled time  for  the  grand  harvefr.  But  fome  times  the 
moft  favourable  feafon  for  fowing  in  one  place,  is  a 
month  or  two  after  that  of  another,  though  their  dis- 
tance is  not  more  than  three  or  four  leagues  ;  and  the 
time  for  another  at  the  fame  diftance  not  then  arrived. 
Thus,  in  different  fpots,  fometimes  in  one  and  the 
fame,  fowing  and  reaping  are  performed  throughout 
the  whole  year ;  the  forwardnefs  or  retardment  natu- 
rally arifing  from  the  different  fituations,  as  rnoun- 
Vol.  I.  Hk  tains* 


^66       DON  ULLOA's  VOYAGE 

tains,  rifing  grounds,  plains,  valleys,  and  breaches ; 
and  the  temperature  being  different  in  each  of  thefe, 
the  times  for  performing  the  feveral  operations  of  huf- 
bandry  muft  alfo  differ.  Nor  is  this  any  contradiction 
to  what  has  before  been  advanced,  relative  to  this  fruit- 
ful and  fortunate  country. 

Mod  of  the  villages  on  the  fides  of  the  mountains 
are  built  with  very  little  regularity ;  the  principal  part 
of  them  is  the  church  and  parfonage,  which  they  call 
the  convent,  from  the  priefts  being  all  formerly  reli- 
gious. Thefe  rtru&ures  have  fome  appearance  of  de- 
cency, but  the  other  parts  of  the  village  confift  of  a 
number  of  huts,  with  mud  walls,  fcattered  all  over 
the  country. 

While  the  Spanifh  artifts  were  employed  in  meafur- 
ing  an  arch  of  the  meridian  in  the  province  of  Quito, 
they  received  a  letter  from  the  vice-roy  of  Peru,  or- 
dering them  to  repair  immediately  to  Lima,  where 
their  afiiftance  was  thought  neceffary,  in  order  to  de- 
feat any  defigns  of  the  Englifh,  who  were  expected  to 
appear  foon  in  the  South  feas. 

They  readily  obeyed  the  order  of  the  vice-roy,  and 
having  furnifhed  themfeives  with  necefTaries  at  Quito, 
let  out  from  that  city  on  the  30th  of  October,  and  de- 
termined to  go  by  Guaranda  and  Guiaquil ;  for  though 
there  is  a  road  by  land  through  Cuenca  and  Loja,  yet 
the  other  feemed  the  moil  expeditious,  as  the  ways  are 
neither  fo  bad,  nor  mules  and  other  beafts  of  carriage 
fo  difficult  to  be  met  with. 

They  reached  the  Salto  on  the  7th  at  night.  It  is 
a  place  which  ferves  as  a  kind  of  harbour  for  boats 
and  fmall  veffels,  and  is  (ituated  at  the  head  of  fome 
creeks,  or  arms  of  the  fea,  between  fourteen  and  fix- 
teen  leagues  from  the  coaft,  but  entirely  deftitute  of 
inhabitants,  no  frefh  water  being  found  in  any  part 
of  the  adjacent  country,  fo  that  it  only  ferves  for  land- 
ing goods  configned  to  Tumbez. 

On  the  9th  in  the  morning  they  reached  the  town 
of  Tumbez,  fituated  feven  leagues  from  the  Salto, 

the 
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the  whole  country  through  which  the  road  lies  is  en- 
tirely wafte,  part  of  it  being  overflowed  by  the  tides3 
and  the  other  part  dead  fands,  which  reflect  the  rays 
of  the  fun  fo  inteniely,  as  to  render  it  necerTary  in  ge- 
neral to  perform  this  journey  in  the  night ;  for  travel- 
ling feven  leagues  thither,  and  as  many  back*  with- 
out either  water  or  fodder,  is  much  too  laborious  for 
the  mules  to  undergo  in  the  day-time. 

Near  Tumbez  is  a  river  of  the  fame  name,  whicti 
difcharges  itfelf  into  the  bay  of  Guiaquilj  almoft  op- 
pofite  to  the  iiland  of  St.  Clare.  Barks,  boats,  balzas, 
and  canoes  may  go  up  and  down  this  river,  it  being 
three  fathoms  deep,  and  twenty-five  broad  -,  but  it  is 
dangerous  to  go  up  it  in  the  winter  feafon,  the  impe- 
tuofity  of  its  current  being  then  increafed  by  torrents 
from  the  mountains.  At  a  fmall  diftance  from  the 
Cordillera,  on  one  fide  of  the  banks  of  the  river, 
Hands  the  little  town  of  Tumbez3  in  a  very  fandy 
plain,  interfperfed  with  fome  eminences.  The  whole 
country,  from  the  town  of  Tumbez  to  Lima,  con- 
tained between  the  foot  of  the  Cordillera  and  the  fea5- 
is  known  by  the  name  of  Valles. 

Tumbez  was  the  place  where,  in  the  year  1526,  the 
Spaniards  fir  ft  landed  in  thefe  parts  of  South-America* 
under  the  command  of  Don  Francifeo  Pizarro. 

Along  the  delightful  banks  of  the  river,  fo  far  as 
the  water  is  conveyed,  maize,  and  all  other  fruits 
and  vegetables  that  are  natives  of  a  hot  climate,  are 
produced  in  the  greater!  plenty ;  and  in  th£  more 
diftant  parts,  which  are  deftitute  of  this  advantage, 
grows  a  kind  of  leguminous  tree,  called  algarrobale, 
producing  a  bean,  which  ferves  as  food  for  all  kinds 
of  cattle, 

The  journey  from  Tumbez  to  Piura  was  perform- 
ed' in  54  hours,  exclufive  of  thofe  when  they  re  (led  1 
fo  that  the  mules,  which  always  travel  one  eonilant 
pace,  gofomething  above  a  league  an  hour.  To  the 
town  of  Atnotape,  the  only  inhabited  place  in  the 
whole  roady  is  forty- eight  leagues.  The  remaining 
HI12  part 
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part  is  one  continued  defart.  The  mules  are  allowed 
two  or  three  hours  reft,  when  they  feem  quite  fpent, 
or  at  places  where  water  is  near. 

The  town  of  Amotape,  which  {lands  in  4  deg.  5 1 
min.  43  fee.  fouth  latitude,  is  an  appendix  to  the  pa- 
rim  of  Tumbez,  belonging  to  its  lieutenancy,  and  in 
the  jurifdiclion  of  Piura.  The  houfes  are  about  thirty 
in  number,  and  compofed  of  the  fame  materials  with 
thofe  of  Tumbez  -,  but  the  inhabitants  are  only  In- 
dians and  Meftizos.  A  quarter  of  a  league  from  it  is 
a  river  of  the  fame  name*  and  whofe  waters  are  of 
fuch  prodigious  ufe  to  the  country,  that  it  is  every 
where  cultivated,  and  divided  into  fields,  producing 
plenty  of  the  feveral  grains,  excellent  vegetables 
and  fruits,  natural  to  a  hot  climate,  but  like  Tum- 
bez is  infefted  with  mofchkos.  This  river  in  fum- 
rner  may  be  forded,  but  in  winter,  when  the  tor- 
rents defcend  from  the  mountains,  it  muft  be  croffed 
in  a  balza. 

From  what  has  been  faid,  the  difficulties  of  travel- 
ling this  road  may  be  conceived.  Beiides,  as  far  as 
Amotape,  not  only  all  kinds  of  provifions  muft  be 
carried,  but  even  v/ater,  and  the  requifites  for  kind- 
ling a  fire,  unlefs  your  provifions  confifts  of  cold  meat. 
In  this  laft  ftage  is  a  mine  of  cope,  a  kind  of  mineral 
tar,  great  quantities  of  which,  for  its  cheapnefs,  are 
carried  to  Calks,  and  other  parts,  being  ufed  in  mips 
inftead  of  naphtha,  but  has  the  ill  quality  of  burning 
the  cordage. 

The  city  of  Piura,  which  is  at  prefent  the  capital 
of  its  jurisdiction,  was  the  iirft  Spanifh  fettlement  in 
Peru.  It  was  founded  in  the  year  1531,  by  Don 
Franqifco  Pizarro,  who  alfo  built  the  firft  church  in 
it.  The  latitude  of  it  is  5  deg.  1  s  min.  1  kc.  fouth. 
The  houfes  are  either  of  bricks  dried  in  the  fun,  or  a. 
kind  of  reeds  called  quinchas,  and  few  of  them  have 
zriy  ftory.  Here  the  corregidor  refides,  whofe  juris- 
diction extends  in  one  fide  along  the  Valies,  and  on 
the  other  among  the  mountains.     It  has  a  riyer  of 

great 
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great  advantage  to  the  inhabitants*  as  well  as  the  adja- 
cent country,  the  foil  of  which  is  fandy,  and  therefore 
eafier  penetrated  by  the  water ;  and  being  level,  the 
water  is  conveyed  to  different  parts  by  canals  :  but  in 
the  fummer  the  river  is  abfoiutely  deltitute  of  water, 
the  little  which  defcends  from  the  mountains  being 
abforbed  before  it  reaches  the  city  ;  fo  that  the  inha- 
bitants have  no  other  method  of  procuring  water,  but 
by  digging  wells  in  the  bed  of  the  river. 

On  the  21ft  our  artifts  continued  their  journey,  and 
next  day  reached  the  town  of  Sechura,  ten  leagues 
diftant  from  Piura.  The  whole  country  between  thefe 
two  places  is  a  level  fandy  defart,  and  greatly  fatiguing 
to  the  mules. 

The  town  of  Sechura  is  the  lafc  in  the  jurifdiction  of 
Piura;  and  its  inhabitants  not  only  refufe  to  furnifh 
paffengers  with  mules,  but  alfo  will  not  fuffer  any 
perfon,  of  v/hatever  rank,  to  continue  his  journey, 
without  producing  the  corregidor's  paflport.  The  in- 
tention of  this  furi&nefs  is  to  fupprefs  all  abufes  in 
trade  ;  for  there  being  befide  this  road  which  leads  to 
the  defart,  only  one  called  the  Rodeo,  one  of  them 
muft  be  taken  ;  if  that  of  the  defart,  mules  muft  be 
hired  at  Sechura  to  carry  water  for  the  ufe  of  the  load- 
ed mules  when  they  have  performed  half  their  jour- 
ney. 

On  the  24th  they  left  Sechura,  and  croffed  the  de- 
fart, making  only  fotne  fhort  flops  for  the  eafe  of  their 
beafis,  arriving  the  next  day  at  five  in  the  evening  at 
the  town  of  Monope,  twenty-eight  or  thirty  leagues 
diftant  from  Sechura,  though  falfely  computed  more 
by  the  natives.  The  extent  and  uniform  afpe6t  of 
this  plain,  together  with  the  continual  motion  of  the 
fand,  which  foon  effaces  all  tracks,  often  bewilders  the 
moft  experienced  guides,  who  however  fhew  their 
{kill  in  foon  recovering  the  right  way  ;  for  which  they 
make  ufe  of  two  expedients  :  the  firft  is  to  obferve  to 
keep  the  wind  directly  in  their  faces,  and  the  revcrfe 
at  their  return  \  for  the  fouth  winds  being  conftant 

H  h  3     ,  here, 
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here,  this  rule  cannot  deceive  them  :  the  fecond  is,  to 
take  up  a  handful  of  fand  at  different  diftances,  and 
imell  to  it  \  for  as  the  excrements  of  the  mules  im- 
pregnate the  fand  more  or  lefs,  they  determine  which 
is  the  true  road  by  the  fcent  of  the  land.  Thofe  who 
are  not  well  acquainted  with  thefe  parts,  expofe  them- 
felves  to  great  dangers,  by  flopping  to  reft  or  fleep  * 
for  when  they  again  fet  forward,  they  find  themfeives 
■unable  to  determine  the  right  road  -,  and  when  they 
have  once  loft  their  true  direction,  it  is  a  remarkable 
inftance  of  providence  if  they  do  not  perifh  either  with 
fatigue  or  diftrefs,  of  which  there  are  many  melan- 
choly inftances. 

Near  Monoperuns  a  river  called  Pozuelos,  fubject 
to  the  fame  changes  as  thofe  above- men  ioned  \  and 
the  inftincl  of  the  beafts  uied  to  this  road  is  furprifing, 
for  even  at  the  diftance  of  four  leagues  they  frnell  its 
water*  and  become  fo  impatient  that  it  is  difficult  to 
ftop  them  -?  and  perform  the  remainder  of  the  journey 
with  remarkable  chearfulnefs  and  difpatch. 

From  Monope  they  travelled  to  ♦Lambayeque  ; 
from  thence  through  Payjan  to  Chocope ;  and  with- 
out flaying  any  longer  at  Chocope  than  is  ufual 
for  refting  the  beafts,  they  continued  their  journey, 
and  arrived  at  the  city  of  Truxillo,  eleven  leagues 
diftant. 

This  city  was  built  in  the  year  1535  by  Don  Fran- 
cifco  Pizarro,  in  the  valley  of  C  him  bo.  Its  fitu- 
ation  is  pleafant,  notwithftanding  the  fandy  foil,  the 
univerfal  defect  of  ail  the  towns  in  Valles.  It  is  fur- 
rounded  by  a  brick  wall,  and  its  circuit  entitles  it  to 
be  clafTed  among  cities  of  the  third  order.  It  ftands 
about  half  a  league  from  the  fea ;  and  two  leagues  to 
the  northward  of  it  is  the  port  of  Guanchaco,  the 
channel  of  its  maritime  commerce.  The  houfes  make 
a  creditable  appearance.  The  generality  are  of  bricks, 
decorated  with  ftately  balconies,  and  fuperb  porticos, 
but  the  other  of  baxareques.  Both  are  however  built 
low  on  account  of  the  frequent  earthquakes  y  few  have 

fQ 
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To  much  as  one  ftory.     The  corregidor  of  the  whole 
department  refutes  in  this  city. 

In  this  climate  there  is  a  fenfible  difference  between 
winter  and  fummer,  the  former  being  attended  with 
cold,  and  the  latter  with  exceilive  heat.  The  country 
of  this  whole  valley  is  extremely  fruitful,  fo  that  the 
inhabitants  enjoy  not  only  a  plenty  of  all  kinds  of 
provifions,  but  alfo  make  considerable  exports  to  Pa- 
nama, efpecially  of  wheat  and  fugars.  About  a  league 
from  the  city  is  a  river,  whofe  waters  are  conducted  by 
various  canals  through  this  delightful  country.  They 
forded  it  on  the  4th  when  they  left  Truxillo  5  and  on 
the  5th,  after  pafTing  through  Moche,  came  to  Biru, 
ten  leagues  from  Truxillo. 

On  the  6th  they  halted  in  a  defart  place  called 
Tambo  de  Chao,  and  afterward  came  to  the  banks  of 
the  river  Santa;  which  having  paifed  by  means  of  the 
Chimbadores,  they  entered  the  town  of  the  fame 
name,  which  lies  at  about  a  quarter  of  a  league  from  it, 
and  fifteen  from  Biru  ;  the  road  being  chiefly  over  vail 
fandy  plains,  intercepted  between  two  hills. 

The  river  Santa,  at  the  place  where  it  is  ufually 
forded,  is  ne-ir  a  quarter  of  a  league  in  breadth,  form- 
ing five  principal  ftreams,  which  run  during  the  whole 
year  with  great  rapidity.  It  is  always  forded,  and  for 
this  purpofe  perfons  make  it  their  bufinefs  to  attend 
with  very  high  horfes,  trained  up  to  item  the  current, 
which  is  very  ftrong.  They  are  called  Chimbadores  ; 
and  muft  have  an  exact  knowledge  of  the  ford,  in-or- 
der to  guide  the  loaded  mules  in  their  palTage,  as 
otherwife  the  fording  this  river  would  be  fcarce  practi- 
cable, the  floods  often  fhifting  the  beds  of  the  river, 
fo  that  even  the  Chimbadores  themfelves  are  not  al- 
ways fafe. 

Leaving  this  town  on  the  8th,  they  proceeded  on 
their  journey,  and  parted  through  feveral  places  of  no 
coniiderable  note ;  and  without  meeting  with  any 
thing  worth  remarking,  until  they  had  at  length  the 
pleafure  of  entering  the  city  of  Lima* 

H  h  4  .From 
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From  the  diftances  carefully  fet  down  during  the 
whole  courfe  of  this  journey,  it  appears,  that  from 
Tumbez  to  Piura  is  62  leagues  •,  from  Piura  to  Trux- 
illo  89,  and  from  Truxillo  to  Lima  113  ;  in  all  264 
leagues.  The  greateft  part  of  this  long  journey  is  ge- 
nerally performed  by  night  •,  for  the  whole  country 
being  one  continued  fand,  the  reflection  of  the  fun's 
rays  is  fo  violent,  that  were  they  to  travel  by  day,  the 
mules  would  be  overcome  by  the  heat,  want  of  water, 
and  herbage. 

The  city  of  Lima  is  fituated  in  the  fpacious  and  de- 
lightful valley  of  Rimac,  an  Indian  word,  and  the 
true  name  of  the  city  itfelf,  from  a  corrupt  pronun- 
ciation of  which  word  the  Spaniards  have  derived 
Lima.  Rimac  is  the  name  by  which  both  the  valley 
and  the  river  are  ftill  called,  This  appellation  is  de- 
rived from  an  idol  to  which  the  native  Indians  ufed  to 
offer  facrifice ;  as  did  alio  the  incas,  after  they  had  ex- 
tended their  empire  hither :  and  as  it  was  fuppofed  to 
return  anfwers  to  the  prayers  addreffed  to  it,  they  called 
it  by  way  of  diftindtion  Rimac,  or,  he  who  fpeaks. 
Lima,  according  to  feveral  obfervations  made  by  our 
artifts  for  that  purpofe,  Hands  in  the  latitude  of  12 
cleg.  2  rnin.  3  fee.  fouth  ;  and  its  longitude  is  60  deg. 
32  nun.  5S  fee.  weft,  from  the  meridian  of  Tenerifre. 

Its  fi t nation  is  one  of  the  moft  advantageous  that 
can  be  imagined  ;  for  being  in  the  centre  of  that  fpa- 
cious valley,  it  commands  the  whole  without  any 
difficulty.  Northward,  though  at  a  confiderable  dis- 
tance, is  the  Cordillera,  or  chain  of  the  Andes ;  from 
whence  fome  hills  project  into  the  valley,  the  neareft 
of  which  to  the  city  are  thofe  of  $U  Chriftopher  and 
Amancaes. 

The  river,  which  is  of  the  fame  name,  wafhes  the 
w  ills  of  Lima,  and  when  not  increafed  by  the  torrents 
from  the  mountains  is  eafily  forded ;  but  at  other 
times,  befide  the  increafe  of  its  breadth,  its  depth  and 
rapidity  render  fording  impofiible :  accordingly  a  very 
elegant  and  fpacious  itone  bridge  is  built  over  it, 

having 
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having  on  one  end  a  gate,  the  beautiful  architecture 
of  which  is  equal  to  the  other  parts  of  this  ufeful 
ftructure.  This  gate  leads  to  the  grand  fquare, 
which  is  very  large  and  finely  ornamented, 

The  form  of  the  city  is  triangular,  the  bale  or  long- 
ed fide  extending  along  the  banks  of  the  river.  Its 
length  is  1920  toifes,  or  exactly  two  thirds  of  a  leagues 
Its  greater!:  breadth  from  north  to  fouth,  that  is,  from 
the  bridge  to  the  angle  oppoiite  to  the  bafe,  is  1080 
toifes,  or  two  fifths  of  a  league.  It  is  furrounded 
with  a  brick  wall,  which  anfwers  its  original  intention, 
but  is  without  any  manner  of  regularity. 

On  the  ■  fide  of  the  river  oppoiite  to  the  city  is  a 
fuburb,  called  St.  Layaro,  which  has,  within  thefe 
few  years,  greatly  increafed.  All  the  ftreets  of  this 
fuburb,  like  thofe  of  the  city,  are  broad,  parallel,  or 
at  right-angles,  fome  running  from  north  to  fouth, 
and  others  from  ealt  to  weft,  forming  fquares  of 
houfes,  each  150  yards  in  front,  the  ufual  dimenfions 
of  all  thefe  quadras  or  fquares  in  this  country,  whereas 
thofe  of  Quito  are  only  100.  The  itreets  are  paved, 
and  along  them  runs  Itreams  of  water,  conducted 
from  the  river  a  little  above  the  city  5  and  being  arch- 
ed over,  contribute  to  its  cleanlinefs,  without  the  lead 
inconveniency. 

The  houfes,  though  for  the  nioft  part  low,  are 
commodious,  and  make  a  good  appearance.  They 
are  all  of  baxareque,  and  quincha,  that  they  may  the 
better  fupport  themfelves  under  the  mocks  of  the 
earthquakes,  of  which  this  city  has  had  {g  many 
dreadful  indances :  but  appear  to  be  compofed  of 
more  folid  materials,  both  with  regard  to  the  thick- 
nefs  of  the  principal  walls,  and  the  imitation  of  cor* 
nices  on  them. 

All  the  churches,  both  conventual  and  parochial, 
and  alfo  the  chapels,  are  large,  and  condrudted 
partly  of  (tone,  and  adorned  with  paintings  and  other 
decorations  of  great  value ;  particularly  the  cathe- 
dral, the  churches  of  St.  Dominic,  St.  Francis,  St, 

Auguftine, 
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Auguftine,  the  fathers  of  mercy,  and  that  of  the 
Jefuits,  are  fo  fplendidly  decorated,  as  to  furpafs  de- 
scription •,  an  idea  being  only  to  be  formed  by  the 
fight. 

One  of  the  mod  dreadful  difafters  attending  the 
city  of  Lima  is  the  earthquakes,  to  which  that  coun- 
try is  fo  fubjecl:,  that  the  inhabitants  are  under  conti- 
nual appr^henfions  of  being,  from  their  fuddennefs 
and  violence,  buried  in  the  ruins  of  their  own  houfes. 
Thefe  terrible  concuffions  of  nature  are  not  -regular, 
either  with  regard  to  their  continuance  or  violence  *, 
but  the  interval  between  them  is  never  of  fufficienr. 
length  to  obliterate  the  remembrance  of  their  fright- 
ful confequences. 

Thefe  earthquakes,  though  fo  fudden,  have  their 
prefages,  one  of  the  principal  of  which  is  a  rumbling 
noife  in  the  bowels  of  the  earth,  about  a  minute  be- 
fore the  fhock  is  felt  •,  nor  does  this  noife  continue  in 
the  place  where  it  began,  but  feemsto  pervade  to  all 
the  adjacent  fubterraneous  parts.  :  This  is- followed 
by  difmal  howlings  of  the  dogs,  which  feem  to  have 
the  firft  perception  of  the  approaching  danger.  The 
beafts  of  burden  paring  the  ftreets,  Hop,  and  by  na- 
tural initinct  fpread  open  their  legs,  the  better  to  pre- 
vent their  falling.  On  thek  prefages  the  terrified  in- 
habitants fly  from  their  houfes  into  the  ftreets,  with 
fuch  precipitation,  that,  if  the  calamity  happens  in 
the  night,  tney  appear  quite  naked  •,  fear  and  the  ur- 
gency of  the  danger  banifiiing  at  once  all  fenfe  of  de- 
cency. Nor  does' this  end  with  the  fhock,  none  ven- 
turing to  return  to  their  houfes  through  fear  of  a  re- 
petition, which  frequently  demolishes  thofe  buildings 
which  had  been  weakened  by  the  firft. 

One  of  the  mofl  dreadful  concuffions  of  nature  felt 
by  this  unfortunate  city  happened  on  the  20th  of  Oc- 
tober 1687. 

Another,  and  ftill  more  dreadful  fhock,  happened 
on  the  28  th  of  October  1  746,  at  half  an  hour  after  ten 
at  night  •,  the  concuffions  began  with  fuch  violence, 

that 
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that  in  little  more  than  three  minutes  the  greateft  part, 
if  not  all  the  buildings,  great  and  fmall  in  the  whole 
city,  were  deitroyed,  burying  under  their  ruins  thofe 
inhabitants  who  had  not  made  fufEcient  hafte  into  the 
itreets  and  iquares  \  the  only  places  of  iafety  in  thefe 
terrible  convulfions.  The  fort  of  Calloa,  at  the  very 
fame  hour,  funk  into  .the  like  ruins ;  but  what  it 
fufFered  from  the  earthquake  in  its  buildings,  was 
inconfiderable,  when  compared  to  the  terrible  cata- 
itrophe*  which  followed :  for  the  lea,  receding  to 
a  confiderable  difrance,  returned  in  mountainous 
waves,  foaming  with  the  violence  of  the  agitation, 
and  fuddenly  turned  Callao  and  the  neighbouring 
country  into  a  fea ;  nothing  remaining  except  a 
piece  of  the  wall  of  the  fort  of  Santa  Crux,  as  a  me- 
morial of  this  terrible  devastation.  There  were  then 
twenty-three  mips  and  verTels,  great  and  fmall,  in  the 
harbour,  of  which  nineteen  were  abfolutely  funk,  and 
the  other  four,  among  which  was  a  frigate  called  St. 
Fermin,  carried  by  the  force  of  the  waves  to  a  confi- 
derable diftance  up  the  country. 

This  terrible  inundation  extended  to  other  ports  on 
the  coaft,  as  Cavallos  and  Guanape  y  and  the  towns 
of  Chancay,  Guaura,  and  the  valleys  della  Beranca, 
Sape,  and  Pativilca,  underwent  the  fame  fate  as  the 
city  of  Lima.  The  number  of  perfons  who  perifhed 
in  the  ruins  of  that  city,  before  the  31ft  of 'the  fame 
month  of  October,  according  to  the  bodies  found, 
amounted  to  1300 ;  befides  the  maimed  and  wounded, 
many  of  which  only  lived  a  fhort  time  in  torture.  At 
Callao,  where  the  number  of  inhabitants  amounted 
to  about  4000,  two  hundred  only  efcaped,  and  twenty- 
two  of  thefe  by  means  of  the  above-mentioned  frag- 
ment of  a  wall. 

From  thefe  terrible  devaflations,  added  to  another 
particular,  that  of  never  raining,  the  reader  would  be 
naturally  led  to  think  that  the  country  muft,  of  necef- 
fity,  be  totally  barren  :  the  contrary  is  however  true  ; 
for  I^ima  enjoys  a  fertility  to  be  envied,  producing  all 

kinds 
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kinds  of  grain,  ,  and  a  prodigious  variety  of  fruits. 
Here  induftry  and  art  fupply  that  moifture  which  the 
€louds  feem  to  with-hold  •,  and  the  foil  is  by  this  means 
rendered  remarkably  fruitful,  amidft  a  continual 
drought. 

One  of  the  principal  cares  of  the  incas,  was  the 
cutting  and  diipofing,  in  the  mod  advantageous  man- 
ner, trenches  or  fmall  canals,  in  order  to  conduct  the 
waters  of  the  rivers  to  nourifh  every  part,  and  render 
large  fields  capable  of  producing  grain.  The  Spa- 
niards finding  thefe  ufeful  works  ready  executed  to 
their  hands,  took  care  to  keep  them  in  the  fame  order ; 
rand  by  thefe  are  watered  the  fpacious  fields  of  wheat 
and  barley,  large  meadows,  plantations  of  fugar- 
canes,  and  olive-trees,  vineyards  and  gardens  of  all 
kinds  ;  all  yielding  uncommon  plenty.  Lima  differs 
from  Quito,  where  the  fruits  of  the  year  have  no  de- 
termined feafons  ;  but  here  the  harvefts  are  gathered 
in*  and  the  trees  drop  their  leaves,  according  to  their 
refpective  natures. 

The  country  contiguous  to  the  city  is  covered  with 
gardens,  producing  all  the  herbs  and  fruits  known  in 
Spain,  and  of  the  fame  goodnefs  and  beauty,  befides 
thole  common  to  America.  The  foil  is  ftony  and 
fandy.  The  arable  lands  have  a  ftratum  of  about  a 
foot  or  two  of  earth,  but  below  that  the  whole  confifts 
entirely  of  (tones.  From  this  circumftance,  the  fimi- 
larity  of  all  the  neighbouring  waftes,  and  the  bottom 
of  the  fea,  this  whole  lpace  may  be  concluded  to  have 
hetn  formerly  covered  by  the  ocean,  to  the  diflance 
of  three  or  four  leagues,  or  even  farther,  beyond 
its  pre /en:  limits. 

The  rocks  in  the  moil  inland  part  of  the  bay  are 
perforated,  and  fmoothed  like  thofe  warned  by  the 
Wuves  \  a  fufrlclent  proof  that  the  fea  formed  thofe 
large  cavities,  and  undermined  fuch  prodigious  maffes 
1%  ^e  or  the  ground  by  its  continual  elifions  ;  and  it 
ro  think  that  the  like  muft  have  hap- 
country  contiguous  to  Lima,   and  that 

the 
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the  parts,  confuting  of  pebbles  like  thofe  at  the  bot- 
tom of  the  adjacent  fea,  were  formerly  covered  by  the 
water. 

Another  fingularlty  in  this  arid  country,  is  the 
abundance  of  fprings,  water  being  found  every  where 
with  little  labour,  by  digging  only  about  four  or  five 
feet  below  the  furface. 

The  lands  in  the  jurifdiction  of  Chancay,  like  the 
other  parts  of  the  coafts  of  Peru,  are'  manured  with 
the  dung  of  certain  fea-birds,  which  abound  s  here  in  .a 
very  extraordinary  manner.  Thefe  they  call  Guanoes,, 
and  the  dung  Guano,  the  Indian  name  for  excre- 
ment in  general.  Thefe  birds,  after  fpending  the 
whole  day  in  catching  their  food  in  the  fea,  repair  at 
night  to  reft  on  the  iflands  near  the  coaft  -,  and  their 
number  being  fo  great  as  entirely  to  cover  the 
ground,  they  leave  a  proportionable  quantity  of  ex- 
crement or  dung  j  this  is  dried  by  the  heat  of  the  fun 
into  a  cruft,  and  is  daily  incfeafiflg,.  fo  that  notwiths- 
tanding great  quantities  are  taken  away,  it  is  never 
exhaufted.  This  is  the  manure  ufed  in  the  fields  fow- 
ed  with  maize,  and  with  proper  watering  is  found 
greatly  to  fertilize  the  foil,  a  little  of  it  being  put  clofe 
to  every  item,  and  immediately  watered.  It  is  alfo  of 
life  in  fields  of  other  grain,  except  wheat  and  barley,, 
and  confequently  prodigious  quantities  of  it  yearly 
ufed  in  agriculture. 

One  aftonifhing  particular  in  the  walls  of  this  town,, 
and  in  all  other  neighbouring  valleys,  is,  that  though 
built  on  the  furface  of  the  earth,  without  any  founda- 
tion, they  have  withftood  thofe  violent  earthquakes 
which  overthrew  the  more  folid  buildings  of  Lima,, 
and  other  large  towns  ere&ed  in  the  Spaniih  manner  j 
having  received  no  other  damage  than  what  naturally 
refults  from  being  forfaken,  or  what  the  drivers  have 
done,  who  make  it  a  refting- place  for  their  cattle  in. 
their  road  to  Lima. 

During  our  artifts  Hay  at  Lima,  they  laboured  in- 
ceffantly  to  put  the  country  in  the  beft  pofture  of  de- 
fence 
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fence  poffible,  that  in  cafe  the  Englifh  fquadron,  utiy 
der  the  command  of  commodore  Anfon,  which  was 
then  expected  in  the  South  feas,  mould  make  an  at- 
tack, it  might  be  rendered  abortive. 

At  the  fame  time  four  men  of  war  were  fent  to 
exuife  off  the  coaft  of  Chili,  and  vifit  the  iftand  of 
Juan  Fernandes,  *  in  order  to  attack  the  Englifh  fqua^ 
clron,  at  their  firfl  appearance  in  the  South  feas.  But 
after  tr'uifing  there  a  confiderable  time,  they  returned 
to  Callao,  without  receiving  the  leaft  information  of 
any  foreign  fhips  having  been  ken  in  thofe  feas  y 
and  immediately  applied  -themfelves  to  finiiTi  their 
menfuration  of  an  arch  of  the  meridian. 

But  before  they  had  fmifhed  their  work,  an  exprefs 
arrived  at  Quito,  with  the  particulars  of  the  Englifh 
having  taken  feveral  rich  prizes  in  the  South-feas,  and 
alfo  lacked  the  town  of  Paita.  Our  artifts  therefore 
returned  immediately  to  Lima,  where  they  were  ap- 
pointed commanders  of  two  frigates  fitted  out  for 
cruifers  on  the  coaft  of  Chili. 

The  kingdom  of  Chili  is  celebrated  for  its  fertility.- 
Its  plains,  eminences,  valleys,  in  fhort  the  whole 
country,  is  an  object  of  admiration;  for  fo  amazing 
is  the  fertility,  that  every  parcel  of  earth  feems  tranf- 
formed  into  a  feed.  It  is  therefore  no  wonder  that 
many  of  the  inhabitants  apply  themfelves  to  hufban- 
dry,  as  they  are  fure  of  a  good  market  at  the  feveral 
ports  of  the  South-fea.  This  kingdom  alfo  abounds 
in  mines  of  all  kinds,  particularly  in  thofe  of  gold 
and  copper. 

The  manner  of  carrying  on  the  commerce  of  this 
kingdom  is  nearly  the  fame  with  that  of  other  na* 

*  The  Spaniards  left  the  iiland  only  a  few  days  before  commo- 
dore Anfon's  arrival;  which  fortunate  accident  prevented  his  falling 
into  their  hands ;  as  his  fhip's  company  were  then  {o  terribly  af- 
fii&ed  with  the  fcarvy,  that  they  could  not  have  made  any  refinance"  i 
as  may  be  feen  in  commodore  Anfon's  voyage,  inferted  in  the  thiri 
volume  of  this  work. 

tions  -s> 
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tions;  but  the  manner  of  concluding  -  the  inland 
trade,  with  the  Indians  of  Arauco,  is  too  remarkable 
to  be  omitted. 

The  Indians  of  Arauco,  and  thofe  parts,  are  not 
governed  by  caciques,  or  curacas,  like  thofe  of  Peru¥ 
the  only  fubordination  known  among  them  being 
with  regard  to  age  •,  fo  that  the  oldeft  perfoh  of  the 
family  is  refpe&ed  as  its  governor.  The  Spaniard 
begins  his  negociation  with  offering  the  chief  of  the 
family  a  cup  of  wine  ;  after  this  he  difplays  his  wares, 
that  the  Indian  may  make  choice  of  what  beft  pleafes 
him  ;  mentioning  at  the  fame  time  the  return  he  ex- 
pects. If  they  agree,  the  Spaniard  makes  him  a  pre- 
fent  of  a  little  wine  j  and  the  Indian  chief  informs 
the  community  that  they  are  at  liberty  to  trade  with 
that  Spaniard  as  his  friend.  Relying  on  this  protec- 
tion, the  Spaniard  goes  from  hut  to  hut,  recommend-* 
ing  himfelf  at  firft  by  giving  the  head  of  every  fami- 
ly a  tafte  of  his  wine.  After  this  they  enter  uoon 
bufinefs  ;  and  the  Indian  having  taken  what  he  want- 
ed, the  trader  goes  away  without  receiving  anv  equi- 
valent at  that  time,  and  vifits  the  other  huts,  as  they 
lie  difperfed  all  over  the  country,  till  he  has  difpoftd 
of  his  flock.  He  then  returns  to  the  cottage  of  the 
chief,  calling  on  his  cuftomers  in  his  way,  and  ac- 
quainting them  that  he  is  on  his  return  home.  Upon 
this  fummonsiiot  one  fails  of  bringing  to  him  at  the 
chief's  hut  what  had  been  agreed  on.  Here  they 
take  their  leave  of  him,  with  all  the  appearance  of  a 
fmcere  friendship  •,  and  the  chief  even  orders  fome  In- 
dians to  efcort  him  to  the  frontiers,  and  affifl  him  in 
driving  the  cattle  he  has  received  in  exchange  for  his 
goods. 

Formerly,  and  even  till  the  year  1724,  thofe  traders 
carried  large  quantities  of  wine,  of  which  as  well  as 
all  other  inebriating  liquors  the  Indians  are  immode- 
rately fond  :  but  this  trade,  through  the  intemperate 
ufe  of  fpirituous  liquors,  bred  tumults  and  wars, 
which  began  without  any  other  declaration  than  the 
7  mafTacre 
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inaffacre  of  the  Spaniards  of  all  ranks  who  fell  into 
their  hands,  and  even  the  traders  in  their  country* 
This  branch  of  trade  has  therefore  been  fuppreffed, 
and  no  more  allowed  to  be  carried  into  the  Indian 
territories  than  what  fhall  be  judged  necefTary  to  give 
the  mailers  of  families  a  cup  by  way  of  compliment* 
and  a  very  frnall  quantity  for  trading.  The  happy 
effects  of  this  prohibition  are  felt  on  both  fides  ,  the 
Spaniards  live  in  fafety^  and  the  Indians  in  peace  and 
tranquillity. 

The  Indians  of  Arauco,  Tucapel,  and  others  in- 
habiting the  fouthern  parts  of  the  river  Biobio,  and 
alfo  they  who  live  near  the  Cordillera,  have  hitherto 
eluded  all  attempts  made  for  reducing  them  under 
the  Spanifh  government*  For  in  this  boundlefs  coun- 
try, as  it  may  be  called,  when  ftrongly  pufhed,  they 
abandon  their  huts,  and  retire  into  more  dirlant  parts  ^ 
where  being  joined  by  other  nations,  they  return  in 
flich  numbers  that  all  refifcance  would  be  temerity, 
and  again  take  Boffefiion  of  their  former  habitations. 

DA 

Thefe  Indian  wars  againft  the  Spaiards  ufually  con- 
tinue fome  years*  being  of  little  detriment  to  the  In- 
dians •,  for  moil  of  their  occupations,  which  confift  in 
the  culture  of  a  fmall  fpot  of  ground,  and  weaving 
ponchos  and  cloaks  for  apparel,  are  carried  on  by  the 
women.  Their  huts  are  built  in  a  day  or  two,  and 
their  food  confifts  of  roots,  maize,  and  other  grain. 
War  therefore  is  no  impediment  or  lofs  to  them ;  in- 
deed they  rather  confider  it  is  a  defirable  occupation, 
their  hours  at  other  times  being  fpent  in  idlenefs,  or 
caroufals. 

The  firft  advances  toward  a  treaty  of  peace  with 
thefe  Indians  are  generally  made  by  the  Spaniards  y 
and  as  foon  as  the  prcpofals  are  agreed  to,  a  congrefs 
is  held,  at  which  the  governor,  major-general  of 
Chili,  and  the  principal  officers,  the  bifhop  of  Con- 
ception, and  other  perfons  of  eminence,  aliifL  On 
the  part  of  the  Indians,  toqui,  or  generaliflimo,  and 
the  captains  of  his  army,  as  reprefentatives  of  the 
communities,  repair  to  the  congrefs*. 

Beiide 
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Befidethe  congreffes  held  with  thefe  Indians,  for 
concluding  a  treaty  of  peace,  others  are  held  on 
the  arrival  of  a  new  prefident,  and  the  fame  ceremo- 
nies obferved  in  both. 

On  thefe  occafions  a  kind  of  fair  is  held  at  both 
camps,  great  numbers  of  Spaniards  repairing  thither 
with  fuch  goods  as  they  know  will  pleafe  the  Indians  ; 
who  alio  come  with  their  ponchos  and  cattle.  Both 
parties  deal  by  exchange,  and  never  fail  felling  their 
whole  ftocks  -9  or  of  obferving  in  their  dealings  the 
moil  exacl  candour  and  regularity,  as  a  fpecimen  in 
which  all  futurexommerce  is  to  be  conducted. 

Soon  after  our  artifts  arrived  in  the  bay  of  Concep- 
tion, they  joined  the  Efperanza,  a  SpaniiTi  man  of 
war,  commanded  by  Don  Pedro  Mendinueta,  who 
had  found  means  to  double  Cape  Horn,  and  reach  the 
bay  of  Conception.  In  a  few  days  they  received  ad- 
vice that  Don  Jofeph  Pizarro  was  arrived  over  land 
from  Buenos  Ayres,  and  intended  to  hoift  his  flag  on 
board  the  Efperanza.  On  which  they  failed  for  Val- 
paraifo,  where  the  commodore  came  on  board,  and 
rook  upon  him  the  command  of  the  fquadron.  In 
this  port  they  found  three  French  mips,  called  the 
Louis  Erafme,  Notredame  de  la  Deliverance,  and  the 
Lys,  which  had  been  freighted  as  regifter-fhips,  and 
touched  at  Valparaifo  to  vend  their  cargoes. 

The  whole  fleet  now  failed  for  the  iiland  of  Juan 
Fernandes,  and  thence  to  Caliao,  where  they  arrived 
on  the  24th  of  June. 

Our  artifts  now  repaired  once  more  to  Quito,  where 
they  finifhed  their  observations,  and  then  returned  to 
Lima,  in-order  to  procure  a  paffage  from  thence  to 
Spain.  They  found  at  Caliao  two  of  the  French  mips 
above-mentioned,  namely  the  Deliverance  and  the 
Lys,  preparing  for  a  voyage  to  Europe.  This  was 
an  opportunity  not  to  be  omitted ;  and  accordingly 
Don  George  Juan  embarked  in  the  latter,  and  Don 
Antonio  de  Ulloa  in  the  former, 

Vol.  I.  I  i  They 
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They  left  the.  port  of  Callao  on  the  22a!  of  October, 
and  on  the  2  2d  of  November  joined  the  Louis  Erafme, 
which  with  another  French  regifter-fhip,  called  the 
Marquis  d'Antin,  had  waited  for  thern  in  the  bay  of 
Conception.  Their  little  fquadron  being  thus  form- 
ed, they  left  the  bay;  but  the  next  day  the  Lys 
fprung  a  leak,  and  was  obliged  to  return.  The  reft 
of  the  fquadron  had  the  good  fortune  to  double  Cape 
Horn,  without  meeting  with  thofe  terrible  dorms  fo 
frecfuent  near  that  Cape. 

On  the  2 1  ft  of  May  1 744,  they  came  to  an  anchor 
in  the  road  of  Ferdinando  de  Narona,  an  iiland  on  the 
coaft  of  Brazil,  belonging  to  the  Portuguefe.     Here 
they  refitted  their  crazy  fhips,  and  took  on  board  a 
frefn  fupply  of  provifions,  wood  and  water.     On  the 
10th  of  June,  at  ten  in  the  morning,  they  again  got 
under  fail,  and  continued  their  courfe  to  the  north- 
ward, comforting  themielves  that  now  the  whole  dan^ 
ger  of  their  voyage  was  over.     But  on  the   21ft  of 
July,  about  fix  in  the  morning,  being  then  in  43  deg, 
57  min.  north  latitude,  and  39  deg.  44  min.  eaft  of 
the  meridian  of  Conception,  they  difcovered  two  fail 
within  three  leagues  of  them,  bearing  E.  N.  E.     At 
feven  in  the  morning,  when  being  within  little  more 
than  cannon-ihot  of  each  other,  the  largeft  of  the 
two  fired  a  mot,  and  at  the  fame  time  both  hoifted 
Englifh  colours :   the  French  frigates  alfo  formed  a 
line,  though  little  in  a  condition  for  fighting  ;  for  be- 
fide  being  weakly  manned,  and  the  want  of  arms  and 
ammunition,    they  had  no  nettings  for  fecuring  the 
men. 

The  force  of  the  three  l^ench  frigates  was  this : 
the  Louis  Erafme  carried  twenty  guns,  and  had  be- 
tween feventy  and  eighty  perfons  on  board,  feamen, 
paffengers  and  boys ;  the  Marquis  d'Antin  alfo  car- 
ried ten  guns  on  a  fide,  and  had  aboard  fifty-five  per- 
fons ;  La  Deliverance  was  ftill  fmaller  than  the  other 
two,  having  only  feven  op  a  fide,  and  all  the  perfon$ 
aboard  did  not  exceed  fifty  men. 

The 
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The  enemy,  who  afterward  proved  to  be  priva- 
teers, were  confiderably  fuperior  in  force.  The  largeft 
of  them,  called  the  Prince  Frederick,  commanded 
by  captain  James  Talbot,  carried  thirty-fix  guns-,  the 
name  of  the  fmallefl  privateer  was  the  Duke,  captain 
Morecock  -,  fhe  had  ten  guns  on  a  fide,  befide  pate- 
reroes  on  both,  which  did  great  execution  in  the  rig- 
ging. At  length,  about  half  an  hour  after  ten,  the 
Marquis  d'Antin,  which  was  in  the  rear,  flruck 
to  the  largeft  of  the  enemy,  with  which  fhe  was  en- 
gaged, after  lofing  her  captain  :  having  received  fo 
many  (hot  betwixt  wind  and  water,  that  (he  was  on 
the  point  of  finking. 

The  captain  of  the  Deliverance,  which  was  the 
headmoft  fhip,  feeing  one  of  her  company  taken,  pru- 
dently crouded  fail,  that  while  the  enemy's  fhips  were 
taken  up  with  the  prize,  he  might  efcape  from  them. 
Louis  Erafme  could  not  hefitate  to  follow  her  ex- 
ample ;  but  the  largeft  of  the  Engliih  privateers  was 
not  long  in  coming  up  with  her,  and  by  the  fuperio- 
rity  of  her  force,  and  the  vigour  with  which  it  was 
exerted,  foon  laid  her  under  a  neceffity  of  furrender- 
ing.  The  two  privateers  being  taken  up  each  with 
her  prize,  and  the  fouth-eaft  wind  freshening,  favour- 
ed the  efcape  of  the  Deliverance,  which  flood  N.  E„ 
and  at  four  in  the  evening  got  quite  out  of  fight  both 
of  the  privateers  and  prizes. 

The  captain  of  the  Deliverance,  after  this,  in  all 
appearance,  fortunate  efcape,  confulted  with  his  of- 
ficers what  courfe  was  rnofl  advifeable  to  fleer. 
Among  them  was  one  who  had  often  been  at  Louif- 
bourg  in  the  ifland  of  Cape  Breton,  near  Newfound- 
land, and  had  a  perfect  knowledge  of  the  fituation 
and  nature  of  the  place.  He  likewife  informed  the 
captain,  that  in  the  beginning  of  the  fummer  two 
men  of  war  were  every  year  lent  thither,  to  carry  mo- 
ney and  troops  for  that  place  and  Canada  ^  and  like- 
wile  to  protect  the  cod-fifhery,  Thefe  reafons,  and 
this  courfe  appearing  Jefs  dangerous  than  that  toward 
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the  coaft  of  Spain,  determined  the  captain  to  pur- 
fue  what  he  thought  the  fafeft  method,  and  make 
for  Cape  Breton  :  betide,  the  condition  of  the  De- 
liverance fcarce  permitted  of  any  choice,  as  affording 
little  hopes  that  fhe  ever  would  be  able  to  reach  any- 
port  in  Spain.  But  that  the  captain  and  his  officers 
might  not  be  charged  with' taking  fuch  an  important 
flep  of  themfelves,  a  reprefentation  was  alfo  made  to 
the  pafTengers,  who  all  readily  approved  of  it  as  the 
beft  refource  in  their  prefent  exigency  •,  the  very  fame 
evening  the  courfe  was  altered,  and  they  fleered  for 
Louifbourg  as  a  port  of  fafety. 

On  the  13th  of  Augufl,  at  fix  in  the  morning,  they 
faw  a  brigantine  plying  along  the  coafl  for  Louifbourg ; 
the  Deliverance  on  this  hoifled  a  French  enfign,  which 
was  anfwered  by  the  other,  firing  two  or  three  guns. 
This  gave  them  no  manner  of  uneafinefs,  concluding, 
that  the  brigantine,  fufpe&ing  fome  deceit  in  their 
colours,  had  fired  thofe  guns  as  a  warning  to  the  fifh- 
ing  barks  without  to  get  into  the  harbour.  An  hour 
afterward,  being  near  eight  o'clock,  they  faw  com- 
ing out  of  Louifbourg  two  men  of  war,  which  they 
immediately  took  for  fhips  belonging  to  a  French 
fquadron.  ftationed  there,  for  the  fecurity  of  that  im- 
portant place ;  and  that  they  had  come  out  on  this 
fignal  from  the  brigantine,  that  a  fhip  had  appeared 
in  fight,  left  it  might  be  fome  Boflon  privateer,  with 
a  defign  on  the  fifhery.  Here  we  mufl  refer  to  the 
reader's  imagination,  the  complacency  and  joy  which 
fwelled  every  heart,  imagining  that  they  now  faw  the 
end  of  all  their  fears  and  difafters ;  a  place  of  fafe  re- 
pofe,  after  a  voyage  of  fuch  danger  and  fatigue.  Then 
let  him  think  what  an  edge  the  melancholy  difappoint- 
ment  gave  to  their  aftoniJhrne.pt  and  dejeclion,  when 
their  vifionary  fchemes  of  delight  ended  in  the  real 
miieries  of  captivity  :  that  place  being  then  in  the 
hands  of  the  Englifh. 

The  fmalleft  veffel,  which  carried  fifty  guns,  lead- 
ing the  way,  came  along- fide  of  the  Deliverance  ;  then 

indeed 
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indeed  the  fatal  difappointment  became  too  evident, 
by  the  fhip  hoifting  her  national  colours,  and  firing 
feveral  guns,  which  carried  away  the  fore  topfail-hal- 
liards  ;  and  at  the  fame  time  the  larger  fhip  came  up 
on  the  ftarboard-fide.  Betwixt  two  fuch  enemies  re- 
finance would  have  been  a  wild  temerity;  the  cap- 
tain immediately  ftruck  his  colours,  and  the  boat 
from  the  fmalleft  fhip  came  on  board,  and  took  pof- 
feffion  of  the  Deliverance  *,  and  returned  into  the  har- 
bour with  a  very  rich  prize. 

Thefe  two  Englifh  men  of  war  were  the  Sunder- 
land,  captain  John  Brett,  of  fixty.  guns,  and  the 
Cheiler,  captain  Philip  Durell,  of  fifty. 

Don  Uiloa  adds,  that  all  his  iecret  papers,  on  their 
departure  from  the  ifland  of  Fernando  de  Norona, 
were  formed  into  a  packet,  and  that  he  had  defired 
of  the  captain,  the  fupercargo  and  other  officers,  that 
in  cafe  it  was  his  fate  to  fall  fuddenly  in  the  action, 
they  would  throw  the  parcel  into  the  fea.  When  there- 
fore the  Spanilh  officer  found  that  there  was  no  poffi- 
bility  either  of  oppofing  or  getting  clear  of  the  ene- 
my, he  threw  the  packet  overboard,  after  failening 
fome  bullets  to  it  \  but  all  his  papers  relating  to  the 
menfuration  of  the  degrees  of  the  meridian,  together 
with  the  phyfical  and  aftronomical  obfervations  and 
hiftorical  narratives,  he  kept  by  him,  the  contents 
being  of  univerfal  concern,  and  no  detriment  could 
refult  from  the  enemy's  infpecting  them.  But  as 
among  men  who  feemed  to  mind  nothing  but  what  was 
fiver  or  gold,  they  would  have  rah  a  great  rifk  of 
being  abuied  or  confounded  among-  a  multitude  of 
others,  he  thought  proper  to  acquaint  the  captains 
on  what  fervice  he  had  been  employed  ;  and  as  his 
papers  tended  to  the  improvement  of  navigation,  re- 
commended them  to  their  care. 

Don  Uiloa  was  fent  with  the  fleet  to  England,  and 
thence  to  Fareham,  a  uleafant  village  at  the  bottom 
of  Portfmouth  harbour,  where  the  prifoners  of  war 
were  then  confined,     "  I  muft  not,  fays  Don  Uiloa, 
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"  here  omit  the  courtefy  and  generofity  of  captain 
«  Brert,  commander  of  the  Sunderland,  to  all  the 
cc  prifoners  of  any  rank,  whom  he  not  only  admitted 
"  t:  his  table  during  the  voyage,  but  prevailed  on  all 
"  the  other  officers  to  imitate  his  good  example  -9  and 
"  who  feemed  to  vie  in  civilities  toward  us,  and 
cc  humanity  toward  the  inferior  fort :  fparing  for 
"  nothing  to  alleviate  our  misfortunes." 

Our  author  was  committed  to  the  care  of  Mr. 
Brookes,  commiffary  for  the  French  prifoners,  and 
paints  his  gratitude  for  the  many  favours  he  received 
from  that  gentleman  ^  and  alfo  from  Mr.  Rickman, 
who  acted  in  the  fame  capacity  for  the  Spaniards,  in 
the  moil  glowing  colours. 

"  Both  thefe  gentlemen,  adds  he,  offered  to  join 
iC  their  intereft  in  folliciting-  the  admiralty  for  my  pa- 
"  pers,  the  thing  I  had  moft  at  heart."  A  petition 
was  accordingly  fent  to  his  grace  the  duke  of  Bedford, 
then  firft  lord  of  the  admiralty,  and  the  arifwer  re- 
turned was  agreeable  to  his  wifhes  :  the  lords  of  the 
admiralty  adding,  that  they  were  not  at  war  with  the 
arts  and  fciences,  or  their  profelTors  •,  that  the  Eng- 
lilh  nation  cultivated  them,  and  that  it  was  the  glory 
of  its  minifters  and  great  men  to  encourage  and  pro- 
tec!  them. 

Soon  after  our  author  obtained  permiffion  to  repair 
to  London,  that  he  might  renew  his  follicitations  with 
greater  eafe  and  effect.  "  On  my  firft  attendance  at 
M  the  office  for  prifoners  of  war,  fays  Don  Ulloa,  a 
<c  letter  was  fhewn  me  from  lord  Harrington,  fecretary 
"  of  ftate,  for  bringing  me  to  his  houfe.  This  noble- 
"  man,  having  been  ambaffador  for  fome  years  in 
"  Spain,  among  his  other  eminent  qualities,  had  a 
<c  great  affection  for  the  Spaniards,  which  he  was 
5C  pleafed  to  extend  to  me  in  a  mod  obliging  recep- 
<c  tion,  and  affurances,  that  nothing  mould  be  want- 
"  ing  in  him  to  procure  me  my  papers,  or  do  me  any 
"  other  good  office.  Martin  Folkes,  Efq*,  then  pre- 
fident  of  the  Royal  Society,  a  perfon  equally  dif- 

*<  tinguifhcd 


$< 


TO  SOUTH  AMERICA.         487 

"  tinguifhed  for  his  learning,  politenefs,  and  readinefs 
66  to  do  every  good  adtion  in  his  power,  being  in- 
"  formed  I  was  a  prifoner  at  Fareham,  and  that  my 
"  papers  were  lodged  at  tlje  admiralty,  and  fearing 
"  they  might  fall  into  the  hands  of  perfons  entirely 
"  ignorant  of  their  contents,  and  by  that  means  be 
"  mifled  or  abufed,  had  applied  for  having  them  de- 

"  livered  to  him but  they  were  unhappily  min^- 

"  led  with  many  others  of  a  very  different  kind,  and 
"  therefore  difficult  to  feparate  them,  without  the 
"  prefence  of  the  author  himfelf,  to  diftinguifh  them 
"  by  the  hand  and  other  marks.  By  his  affiflance  and 
"  the  alacrity  of  Mr.  Brookes,  who  was  determined 
"  not  to  reft  till  the  affair  was  ended  to  my  fatisfac- 
"  tion,  an  order  of  the  admiralty  was  obtained  to  the 
"  fecretary  of  the  India  company,  to  whom  they  had 
"  all  been  fent,  that  I  might  make  a  fearch  for  them, 
"  and  thofe  which  I  mould  feparate  were  to  be  fent 
"  to  the  admiralty.  This  order  met  with  fuch  a 
"  punctual  compliance,  that  it  was  executed  the  very 
"  day  of  its  date. 

"  The  prefident  of  the  Royal  Society,  for  whom 
u  all  the  lords  of  the  admiralty  entertained  an  efteem 
"  fuitable  to  his  great  merit,  was  again  pleafed  to  in- 
"  tereft  himfelf  in  favour  of  my  papers ;  and  rn  re- 
<c  gard  to  his  follicitations,  the  examination  of  them 
"  was  referred  to  him.  This  gentleman,  who  po£ 
"  feffed  in  the  higheft  degree  all  the  focial  and  intel- 
"  lectual  qualities,  affability  without  artifice,  a 
"  genius  which  nothing  could  efcape,  and  an  amiable 
"  deportment,  and  generous  manners,  had  from  my 
**  firft  arrival  fhewn  me  an  inceffant  kindnefs  :  he  in- 
"  troduced  me  to  tht  meetings  of  the  fociety,  and 
"  to  him  I  owe  the  acquaintance  of  many  perfons  of 
4C  diftinction,  and  the  marks  of  friendfhip  I  received 
"  from  them.  He  condefcended  to  carry  me  to  the 
"  mod  famous  mufeums,  places-  affording  the  higher! 
"  delight  to  a  rational  mind,  and  where  all  nature  is 
M  collected  into  a  living  hiftory  of  the  feveral  pro- 
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"  dufts  of  the  waters  and  earth,  both  in  the  mineral, 
"  vegetable,  an^  animal  kingdoms.  He  likewife 
*  aght  me  acq  laiptcd  with  the  moft  famous  lite- 

<5  rati,  and  was  my  conftant  guide.  In  a  word,  he 
u  c; :i  .led  his  friendfhip  to  me  very  far  beyond  what  I 
<-  could  have  expected,  had  I  even  entertained  a  much 
"  higher  opinion  of  my  own  abilities. 

"  Actions  like  thefe  convinced  me  of  the  fmcerity 
ic  of  the  Englifh,  their  benevolence,  and  difintereft- 
iC  ed  complaifance.  I  obferved  the'  tempers,  cuftoms, 
"  government,  and  police  of  this  praife-worthy  na- 
CJ  tion,^  which  in  its  ceconomical  conduct,  and  focial 
cc  virtues,  may  be  a  pattern  to  ail  the  reft  of  man- 
"  kind. 

"  Mr.  Folkes,  having  gone  through  my  papers, 
"  made  his  report  to  the  admiralty,  couched  in  iuch 
<c  favourable  terms,  that  the  board  gave  him  leave, 
"  according-  to  his  defire,  to  deliver  them  up  to  me, 
"  which  he  accordingly  did  on  the  15th  of  May.  But 
"  as  a  more  illuftrious  teftimony  of  the  great  efteem 
"  with  which  he  honoured  me,  he  propofed  to  Earl 
^  Stanhope,  and  feveral  other  gentlemen  of  the  Royal 
"  Society,  that  I  might  be  admitted  a  member  of 
"  that  learned  body-,  rightly  judging  that  fuch  an 
"  honour  could  not  fail  of  adding  an  ardour  to'  my 
"  delire  of  contributing  to  the  improvement  of  the 
p    *«  fciences." 

.^Pon  Ulloa,  having  thus  obtained  his  papers,  toge- 
ther with  his  liberty,  which  had  been  granted  at  his 
firft  follicitation,  embarked  at  Falmouth  in  the  Lifbon 
packet-boat,  and  reached  Madrid  on  the  26th  of  July., 
1746.  Soon  after  his  arrival,  thoking  of  Spain  or- 
dered the  papers  of  Don  Ulloa  to  be  publifhed  under 
his  patronage  \  and  from  thofe  authentic  memoirs, 
the  foregoing  account  t>f  this  celebrated  voyage  is 
extracted.  .  — r 

f  ^uJEunoue  turn*  vioUo^vuImt&  kamm 


[     489    ] 

REMARKS  ON  THE  TRADE 

BETWEEN 

SPAIN  AND  THE  WEST  INDIES. 


T  has  been  always  the  ruling  maxim  in  the  Spanifh. 

councils  to  preferve  by  all  means  poffible  the  com- 
merce with  the  Weft  Indies,  not  only  to  the  Spanim 
nation,  but  to  the  crown  of  Spain.  On  this  principle 
they  reftrain,  with  great  punctuality,  all  ftrangers 
from  paffing  into  their  American  dominions;  and 
though  there  have  been  formerly  fome  inftances  of 
foreigners  palling  through  the  Spanifh  fettlements, 
and  even  refiding  in  them,  yet  they  are  very  rare.  It 
is  true,  that  of  late  years  the  Spaniards  have  found 
themfelves  in  fome  manner  obliged  to  relax  in  this 
point,  efpecially  during  the  long  controverfy  about 
the  Spanifh  fucceffion,  when  they  laboured  under  a 
neceffity  of  being  protected  by  the  French  fleets. 
But  as  foon  as  Philip  V.  was  acknowledged  by  the 
maritime  powers  for  king  of  Spain,  they  returned  im- 
mediately to  their  old  notions  ;  and  orders  were  dif- 
patched  to  the  Weft  Indies  to  compel  the  French, 
who  were  fettled  there,  to  return  into  Europe,  and 
to  break  off  all  commerce  with  them  for  the  future, 
which  in  the  South  feas  at  lead  were  punctually 
obeyed. 

The  method  in  v/hich  trade  is  carried  on  there  is 
well  enough  known  in  general,  but  few  enter  far 
enough  into  its  particulars.  In  order  to  give  as  dif- 
tinct  an  account  of  this  matter  as  poffible,  we  mail 
fpeak  of  the  galleons,  the  flora,  the  flotilla,  regifter- 
ihips,  and  guarda  coftas  -7   and  when  we  have  done 
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this,  the  reader  will  perfectly  comprehend  the  myftery 
of  the  Spanifh  policy  in  this  point. 

A  galleon  is,  properly^fpeaking,  a  very  large  man 
KL4jL+  +1^  of  war,  of  three  or  four  decks^*  built  in  a  manner  now 
altogether  out  of  fafhion,  except  in  Spain  ;  and  the 
reafon  <wh£  it  is  ft  ill  ufed  there,  is,  that  it  affords  a 
great  deaTof  room  for  merchandize,  with  which  the 
king's  fhips  are  generally  fo  much  cTouded-,  as  to  be 


/?■ 


in  no  condition  of  defending  themfelves.  That  fleet 
which  we  call  the  galleons,  confifts  of  eight  fuch  men 
of  war.  Of  thefe  there  are  three  very  large  ones, 
each  of  fifty  guns,  and  an  advice  frigate  of  forty. 
The  merchant- men  which  fail  with  this  fleet,  and  pur- 
chafe  their  licences  at  a  very  high  rate,  are  in  number 
from  twelve  to  fixteen,  and  in  burthen  at  leaft  a  third 
part  bigger  than  is  exprefTed  in  their  refpeclive  fche- 
dules.  Thefe  fhips  are  intended  to  carry  all  that  is 
neceflary,  either  of  warlike  (lores,  or  merchandize  for 
Peru  :  and  this  is  the  fpecific  difference  between  this 
fleet  and  the  flota,  which  is  intended  for  Mexico.  In 
*ime  of  peace,  the  galleons  fail  regularly  once  a  year 
from  Cadiz,  at  no  kt  time,  but  according  to  the 
king's  pleafure,  and  the  convenience  of  the  mer- 
chants. From  Cadiz  the  galleons  fleer  diredlly  for 
the  Canaries,  where,  if  the  flota  fails  with  them,  as 
it  fometimes  does,  they  anchor  together  in  the  haven 
of  Gomera.  Thence  they  bear  away  for  the  Antilles, 
and  when  they  arrive  at  that  height,  the  flota  fepa- 
rates,  and  the  galleons  bear  away  for  Carthagena. 
As  foon  as  they  double  Cape  de  la  Vela,  and  appear 
before  the  mouth  of  Rio  de  la  Hacha,  advice  is  {^nt 
to  all  parts,  that  every  thing  may  be  got  ready  for 
their  reception.  In  the  harbour  of  Carthagena  they 
remain  a  month,  and  land  there  all  the  goods  defign- 
ed  for  the  audience  of  the  Terra  Firma.  Then  they 
fail  to  Porto  Bello,  where  they  continue  during  the 
fair,  which  lads  five  or  fix  weeks  -,  and  having  landed 
the  merchandize  intended  for  Peru,  and  received  the 
treafure  and  rich  commodities  fent  from  thence  on 
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board,  they  fail  again  to  Carthagena,  where  they  re- 
main till  they  return  to  Spain,  which  is  ufually  with- 
in the  fpace  of  two  years.  When  they  have  orders  to 
return,  they  fail  firft  to  the  Havanna,  and  having 
there  joined  the  flota,  and  what  other  mips  are  re- 
turning to  Europe,  they  thence  continue  their  voyage 
to  Cadiz. 

The  flota  confifts,  as  well  as  the  galleons,  of  a  cer- 
tain number  of  men  of  war,  and  of  a  certain  number 
of  merchants  (hips.  The  former  are  feldom  more 
than  three  ;  the  latter  are  ufually  about  fixteen,  in 
burthen  between  five  hundred  and  a  thoufand  tons. 
This  fleet  fails  about  the  month  of  Auguft,  that  by 
the  favour  of  the  winds  which  reign  about  November, 
they  may  the  more  eafily  purfue  their  voyage  to  La 
Vera  Cruz.  In  their  paflage  they  call  at  Puerto  Rico, 
to  take  in  frefh  water  and  provifions,  then  pafs  in 
fight  of  Hifpaniola,  Jamaica,  and  Cuba;  and,  ac- 
cording to  the  feafon  of  the  year,  and  the  nature  of 
the  winds,  pafs  either  by  the  coaft  of  Jucatan,  or 
higher  through  the  gulph,  to  La  Vera  Cruz,  which 
lies  at  the  bottom  of  it.  As  the  flota  is  designed  to 
furnifh  not  only  Mexico,  but  the  Philippine  iflands 
alio,  with  European  goods,  they  are  obliged  to  re- 
main there  for  a  confiderable  fpace  •,  and,  wiien  it  is 
neceffary,  they  winter  in  that  port.  The  cargo  with 
which  they  return,  is  not  fo  rich  as  that  of  the  gal- 
leons %  but  fome  writers  fay,  that  it  increafes  annually 
in  its  value,  which  mull  be  owing  to  the  progrefs 
made  in  fettling  what  the  Spaniards  call  the  kingdom 
of  New  Mexico. 

It  is  ufually,  in  the  month  of  May  that  the  flota 
leaves  La  Vera  Cruz,  though  fometimes  it  is  detained 
in  that  harbour  till  Auguft.  Then  the  fhips  that 
compofe  it,  fail  for  the  Havanna.  As  foon  as  they 
are  fafely  arrived  in  the  Havanna,  they  detach  a  few 
of  the  lighteft  and  cleaner!  mips  to  Europe  ;  who, 
befide  money  and  merchandize,  carry  alfo  an  exact 
account  of  the  contents  both  of  the  galleons  and  flota. 
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Thefe  mips  are  called  by  the  Spaniards,  with  propriety 
enough,  the  flotilla,  i.  e.  the  little  fleet.  The  prin- 
cipal reafon  of  fending  them  in  this  manner  intp 
Spain,  is  to  give  the  court  of  Madrid  an  opportunity 
of  judging  what  convoy  may  be  neceffary,  in  cafe  of 
any  alteration  of  affairs,  to  be  fent  to  elcort  the  grand 
fleet ;  as  alfo  to  regulate  the  indulto,  which  may  be 
levied  on  the  merchants  in  proportion  to  their  intereft 
in  the  galleons  and  flota.  But  the  reader  may  poffibly 
incline  to  inquire  what  obliges  this  great  fleet  to  re- 
main fo  long  at  the  Havanna  ?  for  which  two  caufes 
may  be  affigned,  viz.  waiting  for  a  wind,  or  for  the 
regifter-fhlps  which  they  are  to  convoy  home. 

A  regifter-mip  is  fo  called,  from  its  being  regiftered 
with  all  the  effects  embarked  in  Spain,  in  the  books 
kept  for  that  purpofe  in  the  chamber  of  Seville,     As 
this  genera]  account  will  not  probably  appear  fatisfac- 
tory,   we  ihall  endeavour  to  flate  the  matter   mord 
fully.     A  company  of  merchants  having,  as  they  con- 
ceive, juft  grounds  to  imagine  that  European  goods 
are  greatly  wanted  at  fome  particular  ports   in  the 
Weft  Indies,  they  draw  up  a  memorial  or  petition, 
containing  thefe  reafons  in  the  cleareft  and  concifefc 
terms,  and  lay  it  before  the  council  of  the  Indies. 
The  prayer  of  this  petition  is,  That  they  may  have 
leave  to  fend  a  fliip  of  three  hundred  tons  burthen, 
or'  under,  to  the  port  they  mention.     When  leave  is 
obtained,  they  pay  a  certain  fum  to  the  crown,  which 
is   generally  between  thirty  and  fifty  thoufand  pieces 
of  eight,  befide  prefents,  and  thofe   no   fmall  ones, 
to  the  king's  officers,  from   the  greater!  to  the  lealt. 
That  this  however  may  not  induce  any  fufpicion  of 
fraud,  they  regiiier  their  fhip  and  cargo,  .that  it  may- 
appear  confident  with  their  petition  and  licence,  and 
yet  (fuch  a  fatality  there  attends  on  ail  cuitom-houfe 
cautions)  this  fhip  of  under  three  hundred  tons  gene- 
rally carries  upwards  of  fis  hundred  ton  of  goods,  and 
affords  accommodation  for  paffengers  befides.     Co- 
pies from  the  regiiier  are  tranfmitted  to  the  governor 
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and  royal  officers  at  the  port,  to  which  the  regifter- 
fhip  is  bound  •,  and  fuch  is  their  diligence,  fuch  their 
integrity,  that  when  the  fhip  comes  to  an  anchor  in 
the  port,  they  make  a  very  narrow  enquiry,  and  yet 
there  is  feldom  or  never  any  fraud  difcovered  :  but, 
on  the  contrary,  this  ihlp  of  fix  or  feven  hundred  ton 
returns  into  Europe  with  an  authentic  certificate  from 
all  the  king  of  Spain's  officers,  that  ihe  does  not  carry 
quite  three  hundred,  together  with  a  bill  of  lading  in 
the  fame  ilrain  of  computation.  By  thefe  regiiter 
mips  there  is  fometimes  a  gain  of  two  or  three  hun- 
dred per  cent,  which  enables  the  owners  to  pay  fo 
bountifully  for  cheating  the  king,  having  firft  got  the 
money  by  robbing  his  fu ejects. 

Thefe  regifter-ihips  go  to  Buenos  Ayres,  St.  Mar- 
tha, Porto  Cavallo,  and  other  places,  to  which  nei- 
ther the  galleons  nor  flota  come  ;  yet,  generally  fpeak- 
ing,  they  return  with  thole  fleets,  as  they  fometimes 
go  out  with  them,  and  fo  leave  them  in  a  certain  la- 
titude. The  Spanifh  grandees  often  intereft  them- 
felves  in  procuring  fuch  licences ;  and  fome  people  do 
not  ftick  to  fay  that  they  find  their  account  in  it. 
The  profits  accruing  by  this  fort  of  commerce  making 
thofe  concerned  therein  extravagantly  rich  in  a  fhort 
fpace  of  time,  the  Englifh  and  Dutch  in  the  Weft  *  a  *j 
Indies,  who  are  known  to  be  a  fort  of  people  quick  Jy/fr 
m  their  tempers,  and  not  over  moTin  point  of  man- 
ners, have  always  had  a  ftrong  defire  to  be  dealing  W*Fj 
this  way  without  the  ceremony  of  a  licence ;  and  for 
many  years  they  fucceeded  to  their  wiih,  partly  by 
the  connivance  of  Spanifh  governors,  and  partly  by 
employing  force.  At  length  this  evil  grew  fo  flagrant, 
that  the  court  of  Spain  determined  to  put  an  end  to 
it  •,  and,  in  order  thereto,  fent  new  governors  into 
America,  with  very  precife  orders  on  this  head,  de- 
claring at  the  fame  time,  that  they  mould  be  carried 
fully  into  execution. 

Thefe  inftru.c~r.ions  gave  rife  to  the  guarda  coftas,  or 
guard-fhips,  which  have  fince  made  fo  much  noife  in 
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the  world,  and  of  which  it  is  neceffary  to  fpeak  more 
particularly.     It  cannot  be  denied  that  there  were  ori- 
ginally good  grounds  for  equipping  them ;  fince  the 
Engiifh  in  fome  meafure,  and  the  Dutch  more  open- 
ly, began  to  carry  on  an  illicit  trade  by  force.     The 
Dutch  vefiels  were  from   twenty  to  thirty-fix  guns, 
and  therefore  valued  nothing  the  governor  of  Car- 
thagena   could  do,  to  prevent  their  trading  on  his 
coait :  but  when  the  guard-fhips  were  ftationed  there, 
they  for  fome  time  put  an  end  to  the  evil;  for,  falling 
in  with  fome  of  thefe  interlopers,  they  "funk  one,  and 
fpui******  took  two,  the  cargoes  of  which  were  worth  upwards 
**f**?S     of  a  hundred  thoufand  pounds.    Nay,    finding   on 
•^'  board  them  fixteen  Spanifh  merchants,  who  on  a  fig- 

nal  given  were  come  off  to  trade,  they  hanged  them 
all  without  mercy._J>o  far  all  was  right ;  for,  without 
queftion,  thefe  fmugglers  not  only  prejudiced  the 
itfajJ}***?  king  of  Spain,  but  even  the  fair  traders  of  their  own 
nations,  by  the  clandefline  commerce  they  carried  on, 
as  the  reader  will  eafily  apprehend.  The  captains  of 
thefe  guard-fhips,  however,  foon  altered  their  con- 
duct, and  inftead  of  taking  contraband  traders,  in- 
felled  the  Engiifh  commerce,  and  took  without  dif- 
tinclion  all  they  were  able  to  matter ;  at  firft  under 
very  frivolous  pretences,  and  at  lafl  without  any  pre- 
tence at  all.  But  to  return  from  their  piratical  guarda- 
coftas,  to  fpeak  of  their  finking  trade  ;  it  will  appear 
that,  with  the  richer!:  territories,  thejjpanifli  monarch 
is  one  of  the  poorer!,  as  well  as  prouaeft  princes  in 
Chriftendom.     A  paradox  not  difficult  to  explain. 

There  is  nothmgmo're  common  than  to  hear  Spain 
compared  to  a  neve,  which,  whatever  it  receives,  is 
never  the  fuller.  How  common  foever  the  compa- 
rifon  may  be,  moil  certainly  it  is  a  very  true  one  ; 
but  the  means  by  which  all  this  immenfe  wealth,  or 
at  lead  the  far  greateft  part  of  it,  is  drawn  from  the 
Spaniards,  and  conveyed  to  other  nations,  and  in 
what  proportions,  is  neither  fo  well,  nor  fo  generally 
underftood.  To  account  for  this  (hall  be  our  pre- 
fent  talk. 

If 
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If  after  the  difcovery  of  the  new  world,  as  the 
Spaniards  juftly  enough  called  it,  the  government  had 
encouraged  trade  or  manufactories,  there  is  great 
probability  that  the  fupreme  direction  of  the  affairs  of 
Europe  would  have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  ca- 
tholic kings.  For,  if  all  the  fubjects  of  Spain,  with- 
out reftraint,  had  traded  to  thefe  far  diftant  regions, 
this  muft  have  created  fuch  a  maritime  force,  as  no 
other  nation  could  have  withftood  :  or,  fuppofmg  the 
trade  had  been  reftrained  as  it  is  at  prefent,  yet,  if 
manufactures  had  'been  encouraged,  fo  as  that  the 
greater!:  part  of  the  trade  of  the  Weft  Indies  had  been 
driven,  without  having  recourfe  to  foreigners,  fuch 
prodigious  fums  of  money  muft  have  refted  in  Spain, 
as  would  have  enabled  its  monarchs  to  have  given  Jaw- 
to  all  their  neighbours.  But,  by  neglecting  thefe  ob- 
vious, and  yet  certain  rules  for  eftablifhing  folid  and 
extenfive  at  leaft,  if  not  univerfal  dominion  ;  her  kings 
had  recourfe  to  thofe  refinements  in  policy,  which, 
however  excellent  they  may  feem  in  theory,  have 
never  yet  been  found  to  anfwer  in  practice.  They 
were  for  fixing  their  commerce  by  conftraint,  and  for 
eftablifrxing  power  by  the  fword  :  the  firft,  experience 
has  fnewn  to  be  impracticable ;  and  the  latter,  per- 
haps, was  the  only  method  whereby  they  could  have 
miffed  that  end  they  ufed  it  to  obtain. 

Yet  the  princes  that  took  thefe  fteps  were  not  either 
rafh  and  hafty,  or  voluptuous  and  profufe  %  but,  on 
the  -contrary,  were  efteemed  by  all  the  world  the  wifeit 
monarchs  of  their  refpective  times,  and,  in  many 
things,  deferved  to  be  fo  efteemed.  They  erred,  not 
through  want  of  capacity,  or  want  of  application,  as 
their  fuccefTors  did,  but  for  want  of  confidering  things 
in  a  right  light,  occafioned  purely  by  their  fixing  %//  M 
their  eyes  on  that  dazzling  meteor,  univerfal  empire : 
and,  however  wife,  however  penetrating  thefe  princes 
might  be,  they  certainly  overihot  themfelves  in  their 
fchemes  concerning  the  Weftern  Indies.  Inftead  of 
looking  upon  it  as  an  eftate,  they  feemed  to  think  it 

only 
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only  a  farm,  of-  which  they  were  to  make  prefently 
the  molt  they  could. 

All  who  are  in  any  degree  acquainted  with  the  hif- 
tory  of  Europe,  know,  that  for  a  long  courfe  of  years 
Spain  maintained  wars  in  Flanders,  Germany,  Italy, 
andfometimes  in  Ireland,  which  created  a  prodigious 
expence  of  treafure  and  of  troops ;  neither  of  which, 
from  the  death  of  Charles  V.'  they  were  in  any  con- 
dition to  fpare.  As  families  were  reduced  by  the  ex- 
pence  of  ferving  in  the  army,  they  were  inclined  to 
feek  new  fortunes  in  the  Weft  Indies :  and  thus  num- 
bers went  over  thither*  not  to  cultivate  the  country, 
or  to  improve  trade,  but  to  {trip  and  plunder  thofe 
who  were  there  before  them.  Other  great  families 
again  concurred  with  the  meafures  of  the  crown,  in 
hopes  of  viceroyalties,  and  other  valuable  offices  in 
its  conqnefts  :  but  if  ever  their  fchemes  were  bene- 
ficial to  their  families,  which  may  admit  of  doubt, 
certain  it  is  that  they  contributed  more  and  more  to 
the  ruin  of  the  Spaniih  nation.  For,  though  his  ca- 
tholic majefty  once  pofierTed  Naples,  Sicily,  Sardinia, 
Milan,  with  other  territories  in  Italy,  befide  all  the 
Low  Countries,  and  fome  other  provinces  which  are 
now  loft  *,  yet,  for  want  of  attending  to  commerce, 
and  by  having  no  fort  of  oeconomy,  all  this  turned  to 
his  prejudice-,  and  it  plainly  appeared  toward  the 
dole  of  the  laft  century,  that  with  all  their  boafted 
fagacity  and  firmnefs,  the  Spaniards  had  ruined  them- 
felves  by  acquiring  too  great  power;  and  rendered 
themielves  beggars  by  mifufmg  their  immenfe  riches. 

jgAfc&r*  With  dwelling  titles  and  wide  dominions,  they  were 
defpicably  weak,  and  fcarce  any  but  copper  money 
was  to  be  feen  in  a  country,  which  received  above 
twenty  millions  annually  from  its  plantations.  • 

Before  this  topic  is  quitted,  we  muft  take  notice 
of  another  thing,  which  is  certainly  very  extraordi- 

J&*fl**~  nary.  This  wrong  turn  in  the  Spaniih  policy  had  a 
wonderful  effect ;  it  made  all  the  enemies  of  that  na- 
tion rich,  and  all  its  friends  poor.     Every  body  knows 

that 
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that  the  United  Provinces  not  only  made  themfelves 
free  and  independent,  but  rich  arid  powerful  alio,  by 
their  long  war  with  Spain,  Our  maritime  power  was 
owing  to  the  fame  caufe.  If  Philip  II.  had  not  dif- 
turbed  Queen  Elizabeth,  our  fleet  might  have  been 
as  inconfiderable  at  the  clofe  of  her  reign  as  it  was  at 
the  beginning,  when  we  were  peftered  with  pirates 
even  in  the  narrow  feas;  Our  plantations  abroad  were 
in  a  great  meafure  owing  to  expeditions  againft  the 
Spaniards  :  and  our  manufactures  at  home  were  the 
confequence  of  affording  refuge  to  the  king  of  Spain's 
Proteftant  fubjecls. 

By  fo  long  a  feries  of  mifmanagement  the  Spaniards 
have  brought  their  affairs  into  fo  wretched  a  fituation* 
that  they  neither  have,  nor  can  have  any  very  great 
benefit  from  their  vaftdo  minions  in  America.  They  .  *k 
are  faid  to  be  ftewards  for  the  reft  of  Europe  j  their  H4**4" 
galleons  bring  filver  into  Spain,  but  neither  wifdom 
nor  power  can  keep  it  there  :  it  runs  out  fafter  than 
it  comes  in,  infomuch  that  the  little  canton  of  Bern 
is  really  richer,  and  has  more  credit,  than  the  king 
of  Spain,,  notwithstanding  his  Indies.  At  firft  fight 
this  feems  to  be  ftrange  and  incredible  \  but  when  we 
come  to  examine  it,  the  myftery  is  by  no  means  im- 
penetrable, The  filver  and  rich  commodities  which 
come  from  the  Indies,  come  not  for  nothing,  (the 
king's  duties  excepted)  and  very  little  of  the  goods  or 
manufactures  for  which  they  come,  belong  to  the 
fubjects  of  the  crown  of  Spain.  It  is  evident,  there- 
fore, that  the  Spanifh  merchants  are  but  factors* 
and  that  the  greater!:  part  of  the  returns  from  th& 
"Weft  Indies,  belong  to  thofe  for  whom  they  nego- 
tiate. 

The  very, probity  of  the  Spanifh  merchants  is  de~ 
Ilructive  to  their  country ;  for,  as  they  are  never 
known  to  betray  their  truft,  confequently  the  foreign- 
ers who  make  ufe  of  their  names  to  cover  their  com- 
merce in  the  Indies,  reap  the  intire  advantage  of  the 
high  price  at  which  their  goods  fell.  Ail  then  that 
refts  in  Spain  is  the  filver  and  gold  on  the  king's  ac- 

Vol.  I.  K  k  count* 
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count,  the  profit  upon  fuch  goods  as  were  actually 
fent  by  Spanifh  merchants,  and  the  commirTions 
which  Spanifh  factors  receive  :  all  befide  is  prefently 
drawn  away. 

A  great  part  of  their  troops,  and  at  leaft  a  moiety 
of  their  officers,  are  foreigners ;  who  fend  their  effects 
away,  if  ever  they  are  fo  happy  as  to  have  any.  The 
greater!:  part  of  the  artizans,  pedlars,  and  fmall  mop- 
keepers,  are  Frenchmen  or  Italians  -,  who  either  retire 
in  the  decline  of  life,  or  leave  what  they  are  worth  to 
relations  in  their  own  country.  Nay,  the  very  la- 
bourers and  harveft-people  come  thither  annually  by 
thoufands  out  of  the  provinces  of  France  next  to 
Spain  •,  and  when  they  have  done  their  bufinefs,  and 
received  their  wages,  go  home  again  till  the  next 
year.  Whenever  the  galleons  are  ftopt,  and  thereby 
the  fupplies  from  America  cut  off  for  one  or  more 
years,  it  is  eafy  to  difcern  what  troubles  and  diftrefles 
this  mud  occafion,  and  what  i'  remediable  evils  fuch 
difappointments  bring  along  with  them  :  for,  as  thefe 
never  fall  out  but  in  time  of  war,  an  increafe  of  ex-  . 
pence  meets  with  a  deficiency  of  funds,  and  thofe  who 
are  at  the  head  of  affairs  have  at  once  both  thefe  op- 
posite mifchiefs  to  deal  with. 

The.  methods  taken  by  his  moft  catholic  majefly 
for  effectually  fecnring  the  commerce  of  his  American 
dominions  to  the  inhabitants  of  Old  Spain,  is  the 
grand  fource  of  the  little  refpect  paid  him  in  the 
Indies,  and  of  the  great  weaknefs  of  his  government 
at  home.  The  inhabitants  of  the  Spanifh  America 
confide  f  gold  and  filver  as  commodities  which  they 
have,  and  would  willingly  barter  for  other  commo- 
dities which  they  have  not,  It  feems  therefore  to 
thefe  people  a  great  hardfhip,  that  either  proper  care 
is  not  taken  to  furnim  them  with  what  they  want  from 
Spain,  or  that  they  mould  not  be  allowed  to  fupply 
themfeives  fome  other  way.  The  native  Spaniards* 
who  have  the  government  of  the  Indies  intirely  in: 
their  hands,  treat  fuch  complaints  with  the  haughti- 
nefs  natural  to  that  nation,  which  renders  them  uni- 

verfally 
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verfally  odious  and  infupportable.  Sir  John  Nar- 
borough  tells  us,  the  foldiers  in  garrifon  at  Baldivia 
had  filver  hiked  fwords,  and  their  officers  gold  ones  ; 
and  yet  there  was  not  a  whole  coat,  or  a  good  pair  of 

fhoes  amongft  the  corps.  1 

When  people  are  in  fuch  a  fituation,  there  need  be  no 
wonder  at  their  endeavouring  to  cany  on  a  clandeftine 
trade;    as,  on  the  other  hand,  one   cannot  think  it 
firange  that  their  neighbours,  who  live  under  better 
governments,  who  have  at  cheap  rates  all  that  thefe 
Spaniards  want,  and  yet  Hand  in  need  of  the  filver 
and  gold  with  which  they  abound ;  mould  be  very 
willing  to  commence  fuch  an  intercourfe  as   might 
fupply  all  their  wants.      Sometimes  governors  have 
"winked  at  this,  not  from  a  principle  of  avarice  on? 
ly,    that  they  might   fhare   in  the   profits   refulting 
from  fuch  a  trade,  but  alfo  from  a  fenfe  of  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  difpenling  with  laws  fo  ill  calculated  as  to  ' 
deferve  no  reipect.     For,  to  be  lure,  that  rule  of  jus- 
tice, which  connects  the  Spanifh  plantations  to  Spain, 
requires  that  the  government  of  Spain  mould  have  a 
reciprocal  regard  for  thofe  plantations  -,  and  a  neglect 
on  one  part  infers  a  licence  on  the  other.     Upon  this 
principle  it  was,  that  before  the  treaty  of  Utrecht, 
and  the  Affiento  contract,  the  Englifh   at  Jamaica 
furnifhed  the  Spaniards  at  Porto  Bello  with  negroes, 
with  the  knowledge  at  leaft,  if  not  by  the  permiffion 
of  the  governors.     The  inhabitants  of  Peru  never 
could  be  without  flaves.     The  government  of  Old 
Spain  never  could,  indeed  never  attempted  to  fupply 
them,  but  permitted  fometimes  the  Genoefe,  fome- 
times    the  French,    to  carry  on  this  trade :    when 
they  did  not  do  it  effectually,  the  deficiency  was  made 
good   by  fuch  a  commerce  as  is  before  mentioned 
with  the  Englifh,  though  without  any  formal  licence, 
but  by  a  connivance,  the  lefs  criminal  for  its  being, 
abfolutely  necefTary. 

The  fituation  of  the  idand  of  Jamaica,  together 
with  the  conveniencies  of  building  and  freighting 
floops  from  thence,  engaged  the  inhabitants  in  this, 

Kk  2  and 
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and  in  other  branches  of  traffic.  Such  as  fettle  them- 
felves  in  thefe  di'ftant  parts  of  the  world,  do  it  gene- 
rally from  a  fpirit  of  gain,  and  therefore  the  grand 
point  with  them  is  always  how  to  get  moft.  They 
therefore  for  a  long  track  of  time,  and  by  various 
methods,  not  neceflary  to  be  infilled  on  here,  fupplied 
the  Spaniards  at  Carthagena,  Porto  Bello,  Rio  de  la 
Hacha,  and  other  places,  with  European  commodi- 
ties of  all  forts  *,  notwithstanding  the  mighty  hazard 
they  ran  in  the  management  of  fo  dangerous  a  bufi- 
nefs  :  their  ovyn  lives  and'  thofe  of  their  cuftomers, 
being  alike  expofed,  and  frequently  forfeited  tq  what 
the  Spaniards  call  juftice.  They  like  wife  carried  on 
a  trade  with  the  Indians  of  Barien,  to  their  great  pro-, 
fit,  but  with  equal  rifle,  for  the  Spaniards  were  wont 
to  fhew  no  mercy  either  to  Englith  or  Indians  that 
fell  into  their  hands. 

It  feems,  however,  to  be  our  intereft  to  put  an  end 
to  this  contraband  trade,  if  thereby  we  could  fecure 
effectually  the  friendfhip  of  Spain,  and  a  due  return 
of  kindnefs  in  what  regards  the  trade  of  Cadiz,  and 
of  the  South"  Sea  company.  There  is  a  certain  pro- 
portion of  our  goods  and  manufactures  neceffary  to 
the  inhabitants  of  the  Spanifh  America,  and  which 
they  will  have  fome  way  or  other.  Now  it  is  certainly 
preferable  in  refpe£t  to  us,  that  they  mould  have  them 
in  a  fair,  than  in  a  clandeftine  manner ;  yet  we  ought 
pot  to  be  more  tied  up  in  this  refpecf  than  the  Dutch, 
who  have  as  'flouriflhing  a  fair  trade  with  Spain  as  we, 
and  yet  are  much  the  greater  fmugglers  of  the  two : 
which  leads  us  to  fpeak  of  their  manner  of  carrying  on 
this  trade,  which  turns  fo  largely  to  their  profit. 

The  Hollanders,  in  1632,  difpoffeffed  the  Spa- 
niards of  three  little  iOands  off  the  coaft  of  Venezuela, 
viz.  Curasao,  Bonnaire,  and  Aruba.  All  together 
they  are  of  very  little  cohfequence  in  refpect  either  to 
their  extent  or  their  product,  and  yet  the  Dutch  draw 
from  them  an  immenfe  profit.  Curacao  is  not  above 
feven  leagues  diftant  from  the  Spanifti  coail :  a  more 
'  -  '  convenient 
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convenient  ftation  cannot  be  wifhed  for  carrying  on  a 
clandeftine  trade.  It  was  firft  introduced  by  the  fale 
of  negroes  brought  thither  by  the  Dutch  from  their 
numerous  fectlements  on  the  coaft  of  Guinea.  Thefe 
the  Spaniards  formerly  bought  in  a  manner  openly,  and 
have  traniported  in  their  own  veffels  fifteen  hundred 
at  a  time ;  but  fince  the  Englifh  from  Jamaica  have 
interfered  in  this  trade,  it  is  funk  very  confiderably  j 
though  they  ftill  fupply  the  neighbouring  provinces. 

The  dealers  at  Curasao,  and  their  correfpondents 
in  Holland,  were  too  knowing,  too  converfant  in  bu- 
finefs,  to  let  the  declenfion  of  the  flave-trade  rob  them 
of  the  benefit  of  this  ifland.     In  order  to  replace  what 
was  loft  by  the  Englifh  interfering  with  them,  they 
built  vaft  magazines,  and  ftored  them  with  all  forts 
of  European  goods,  which  had  a  very  good  effect. 
In  the  firft  place,  it  preferved  to  them  the  remainder 
of  their  flave-trade;  for  the  Spaniards  knowing  that 
this  of  all  others  was  mod  winked  at  by  their  gover- 
nors, refolvcd  to  keep  up  a  pretence  of  buying  (laves, 
in  order  to  have  an  opportunity  of  purchafmg  other 
things*     Secondly,  it  tempted  the  Spaniards  to  run 
all  hazards,  that  they  might,  at  a  reafonable  price, 
obtain  any  fort  of  European  merchandize  they  wanted, 
and  that  too  whenever  they  pleafed.     It  is  incredible 
what  vaft  fums  have  been  annually  traded  for  in  this 
way.     Befide,  the  inhabitants  of  Curacao,  to  keep  up 
a  good  correfpondence  with  their  neighbours,    and, 
as  far  as  poffible,   to  fix  their  affections,  refufed  to 
fuffer  any  privateers  to  enter  their  ports,  nor  would 
upon  any  terms  purchafe  their  plunder  ;  which  at  the 
fame  time  was  publickly  fold  in  Jamaica,   where  the    / 
^privateers  ufualiy   fpent  their  money.     This  fpirit  of Wo 
felr^denTat,  however,  dTd~n~oTliincTer^ the  traders  of  &^™<±f±***A 
Curacao  from  directing  the  privateers  to  put  into  the  i^H^o^ 
ifland  of  St.   Thomas,    whither   they  inftantly  ^^HumZ^  c-vr\ 
Hoops  with  money,  and  agents  on  board  them  to  pur-     ,/' 
cEafe  what  the  privateers  had  to  fell,  taking  care  to    ^(^t^j^ 
iend  the  effects  as  fooaas  poillble  to  Europe,  that  the 
.-  §  Spaniards 
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Spaniards  might  have  no  intelligence  of  this  contri- 
vance. 

In  procefs  of  time,  however,  fome  merchants  devifed 
another  way  of  carrying  on  the  fame  kind  of  commerce, 
by  fhips  fent  directly  from  Europe  to  the  Spanifh 
coails.  Thefe  veffels  were  of  fuch  force,  that  thofe 
on  board  them  flood  in  no  fear  of  any  precautions 
the  governors  could  take ;  and,  on  the  other  hand, 
as  their  cargoes  pafTed  immediately  from  their  original 
owners  to  the  Spaniards,  they  could  be  afforded  con- 
liderably  cheaper  than  fuch  as  were  configned  to 
fa6lors  in  America.  The  method  of  trading  was  by  a 
lignal  from  the  fhips,  or  from  the  more.  The  long- 
boat was  then  fent  off  well  manned,  brought  the  mer- 
chants on  board  with  their  money,  and  carried  them 
back  with  their  goods.  Thofe  on  board  them  chufe 
rather  to  fink  than  be  taken  -,  a  very  extraordinary 
kind  of  courage  \  for  which,  however,  it  is  not  im- 
poffible  to  account  •,  and  it  may  be  ufeful,  as  well  as 
pleafant,  to  enter  into  the  particulars  thereof. 

At  the  time  one  of  thefe  (hips  is  fitting  out,  notice 
is  given  to  all  failors,  that  they  may  have  an  opportu- 
nity of  entering,  which  they  do  with  great  alacrity* 
there  being,  generally  fpeaking,  twice  as  many  who 
offer  themielves  as  can  be  made  ufe  of.  When  the 
proprietors  have  their  complement  of  picked  feamen, 
they  not  only  allow  every  man  his  proper  cargo,  to  a 
certain  value,  but  alio  furniih  it  themfelves  on  credit 
at  prime  coil.  By  this  means, every  private  man  on 
board  becomes  a  proprietor ;  and,  if  the  (hip  is  at- 
tacked, fights  for  his  own  property  :  which  is  the 
reafon  that  he  will  drown  rather  than  part  with  it,  and 
is  one  caufe  why  guarda-coftas  are  not  over  fond  of 
meeting  with  thefe  veffels,  but  choofe  rather  to  prey 
on  fair  traders,  who  have  fewer  men,  and  are  of  lefs. 
force. 

The  little  ifland  of  St.  Thomas,  which  lies  in  the 
North  feas,  about  fourteen  leagues  off  Porto  Rico,  is 
the  fole  colony  pofTefTed  by  the  Danes  in  the  Weft 

Indies  -f 


Between  SPAIN  and  the  WEST  JNDIES.  503 

Indies  -,  nor  would  it  be  worth  the  keeping,  but  as  it 
alio  ferves  to  maintain  an  illicit  trade  with  the  Spa- 
niih  iflands  in  its  neighbourhood.  In  order  to  main- 
tain this  correfpondence,  they  tranfport  from  the 
Danifh  colonies  in  Africa  a  considerable  number  of 
flaves  for  the  fupply  of  Porto  Rico,  and  of  St.  Do- 
mingo. Under  colour  of  this  trade,  a  commerce  m 
European  goods  is  carried  on ;  and  we  may  eafily 
difcern  how  hard  the  Spaniards  are  put  to  it  for  the 
neceflaries,  or  at  lead  the  conveniencies  of  life,  when 
we  find  them  trading  to  a  place  which  is  a  free  port 
to  privateers  and  pirates  of  all  nations  •,  who  there 
vend  openly,  and  in  the  very  fight  of  the  Spaniards, 
what  is  taken  from  them  in  the  bafeft  and  moft  bar- 
barous manner  poffible  :  and  yet  fo  tame  are  they, 
that  they  not  only  bear  this  with  patience,  but  will 
even  purchafe  commodities  from  thefe  very  bucca- 
neers. Of  late  years  other  nations  have  made  an  ad- 
vantage of  this  free  port,  and  keep  warehoufes  there 
of  all  forts  of  commodities,  for  the  fervice  of  fuch. 
cuftomers  as  will  run  the  hazard  of  coming  at  them  5 
and  in  time  of  war  the  privateers  never  want  a  market 
in  this  place. 

The  Portugueze  at  Rio  Janeiro  maintain  alfo  a  very 
beneficial  correfpondence  with  their  Spanifli  neigh- 
bours. The  goods  with  which  they  fupply.  them,  are 
fugars,  indigo,  tobacco,  wines,  brandies,  and  rums, 
with  fome  European  goods,  and  fometirnes  ilaves. 
The  inhabitants  of  this  colony  are  far  more  induftrious 
than  the  reft  of  the  Brazil  planters  z,  and  this  gives 
them  an  opportunity  of  gaining  confiderably  by  the 
inhabitants  of  Buenos  Ayres,  and  other  places  on 
the  river  Plata.  Of"  late  years  the  Spaniards  are 
grown  exceflively  jealous  of  this  colony. 

Befide  thefe  methods  of  trading,  which  we  have 
hitherto  fpoken  of,  there  is  another  common  to  all 
nations  ;  with  the  mention  of  which  we  fhall  con- 
clude. Ships  frequently  approach  the  Spanifh  coafts 
under  pretence  of  wanting  water*  wood,  provifions, 
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/or  more  commonly,  in  order  to  (lop  a  leak.  The 
eu^^^hA  thing  that  is  done  in  fuch  a  cafe,  is  to  give  no- 
M**r«^'  ^ice~to  the  governor  of  their  great  diftrefs,  and,  as  a 
0114?  L ■JtZ&cfull  proof  thereof,  to  fend  a  very  eonfiderable  pre- 
jfont.  By  this  means  leave  is  obtained  to  come  on' 
more,  to  erect  a  warehoufe,  and  to  unlade  the  (hip  : 
but  then  all  this  is  performed  under  the  eye  of  th£ 
king's  officers,  and  the  goods  are  regularly  entered  in 
a  regifter  as  they  are  brought  into  the  warehoufe* 
which  when  full,  is  ihut  up,  and  the  doors  fealed. 
All  thefe  precautions  taken,  the  bufinefs  is  effectually 
carried  on  in  the  night  by  a  back-door  •,  and  the  Eu- 
ropean goods  being  taken  out,  indigo,  cochineal, 
vinellos,  tobacco,  and  above  all,  bars  of  filver  and 
pieces  of  eight  are  very  exactly  packed  in  the  fame 
cafes,  and  placed  as  they  flood  before.  But  then5 
that  fuch  as  have  bought  may  be  able  to  fell  publick- 
ly,  a  newfcheme  takes  place.  A  petition  is  prefented 
to  the  governor,  fetting  forth  the  ftrangers  want  of 
money  to  pay  for  provifions,  building  the  warehoufe, 
timber  for  repairing  the  fhip,  and  a  proportionable 
number  of  fuch  like  items ;  in  confideration  of  all 
which,  leave  is  de fired  to  difpofe  of  fome  fmall  part 
of  their  cargo,  in  order  to  difcharge  thefe  debts. 
This  being  obtained  in  the  ufual  manner,  fomething 
of  each  fort  of  goods  which  had  *been  privately  fold, 
is  now  publickly  brought  to  market,  and  purchafed 
by  thole  perfons  refpectively,  who  had  larger  quanti- 
ties in  their  warehoufes  before.  Thus  the  whole  of 
this  fcene  of  iniquity  is  tranfacted  with  all  the  formal 
folemnity  which  could  attend  an  ad  of  juftice  and 
compaflion. 
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The  Inhabitants  of  Patagonia. 

TH  E  late  voyages  to  the  South  Seas  having  en- 
gaged the  attention  of  the  public,  we  have 
inferted  the  following  particulars  from  a  pamphlet 
faid  to  be  wrote  by  an  officer  on  board  the  Dolphin. 
The  principal  object  worthy  of  general  notice  in  this 
voyage,  as  publifhed,  is  a  confirmation  of  the  account 
formerly  given  by  Magellan,  of  a  gigantic  people 
inhabiting  the  coaft  of  Patagonia  :  but  with  regard  to 
its  authenticity,  time  mull  determine. 

Paffing  over  what  the  writer  gives  of  the  other  parts 
of  his  voyage,  which  contain  nothing  ne  wor  enter- 
taining,   we    fhall   obferve,    that   according  to  his 
account,    when  they   left  Rio  de  Janeiro, 
coaft  of   Brafil,    on  the   20th  of  O&obe 
bound,  as  they  thought,  for  the  Cape  of  Godl 
a  fignal  was  made  for  the  commander  of 
frigate  to  come  on  board,  where  he  and  the 
company  were  informed,  that  the  commodore's^ 
ders  were  to  go  on  difcoveries  into  the  South 
a  circumftance  which,  from  the  manner  in  which 
was  received,  furnimes  the  greateft  reafon  to  believe, 
that  no  one  on  board  had  before  the  lead  notion  of 
he  voyage  in  which  they  were  now  engaged.     But 
0  prevent  the  appearance  of  difcontent,  they  were 
t  the  fame  time  acquainted  with  the  intention  of  the 
government  to  allow  them  double  pay,  for  their  en- 
ouragement  in  the  profecution  of  the  voyage. 

Vol,  I.  !L  1  Nothing 
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Nothing  worthy  of  obfervation  happened  till  the 
27th  of  November,  when   after  many  hard  gales  of 
wind  they  made  Cape  Blanco,  near  the  river  Casmaro- 
ries,  in  the  latitude   of  460   50'  fouth,    and  in  the 
longitude  of  720  7''  weft  from  London.     After  a  few 
days  fail  they  made  Pengwin  ifland,  about  three  or 
four  leagues  to  the  fouth  ward  of  the  harbour  of  Port 
Defire,  which  lies  in  the  latitude  of  47 °  50'  fouth. 
At  this  place  they  had  very  indifferent  weather,  at- 
tended with  frequent   mowers  of  rain,    and  there- 
fore fent  their  boats  to  found  the  harbour,  which  re- 
turned the  fame  evening.    The  next  day  they  weighed 
in  order  to  enter  it ;    but  found  it  very  rocky  at  its 
entrance,  and  not  above  a  quarter  of  a  mile  over 
from  fide  to  fide.     Here  they  met  with  fuch  a  fudden 
and  violent  ftorm,  that  both  thofe  in  the  boats  and 
thofe  on  board  had  no  reafon  to  expect,  ever  getting 
off,  as  boih  the  wind   and  tide  were  againft  them  ; 
but  that  they  fhould  be  obliged  to  live,  or  perhaps 
to  perifri  on  this  defart  coaft  of  Patagonia,  feveral 
hundred  leagues  to  the  fouth  ward  of  any  European 
fettlement :  but  at  length,  their  twelve-oared  barge 
providentially    drove    into   the  harbour,    by   which 
means  the  fhip  was  preferved ;    for  without  this  af- 
iiftance  me  mult  have  perimed,  they  having  no  boat 
to  carry  out  an  anchor. 

During  their  flay  here,  forne  of  the  men  were  em- 
ployed in  repairing  the  (hip's  rigging,  while  others 
went  alhore  in  fearch  of  frefh  water,  though  without 
fuccefs,  as  there  was  but  little  to  be  found. 

The  harbour  itfelf  is  not  much  more  than  half  a 
mile  over.  On  the  fouth  fnore  is  a  remarkable  rock 
in  the  form  of  a  tower,  which  appears  on  entering 
the  harbour's  mouth.  A- bread  of  this  rock  they  lay 
at  anchor,  in  feven  or  eight  fathoms  water,  moored 
to  the  eaft  and  weft,  with  both  bowers,  which  was 
found  extreamly  neceflary,  on  account  of  the  ftrong 
tide  that  regularly  ebbs  and  flows  every  twelve  hours. 
It  is  alio  neceflary  to  obferve,  that  the  ground  was 

far 
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far  from  affording  good  anchorage;  for  as  it  princi- 
pally confifts  of  light  land,  it  is  not  to  be  depended 
upon  ;  and  if  one  anchor  fhould  ft  art,  while  the  tide 
is  rulhing  in,  the  iliip  would  immediately  take  the 
fhore,  before  the  other  anchors  could  poffibly  bring 
her  up.  However,  it  may  be  fairly  conjectured, 
that  there  is  firmer  anchorage  farther  up  the  harbour, 
cfpecially  for  a  fhip  that  requires  only  a  fmall  draught 
of  water. 

Fie  obferves  that  the  country  all  around  is  inter- 
fperfed  with  high  craggy  rocks,  but  between  each 
precipice  the  ground  is  covered  with  coarfe  grafs. 
The  vailies  form  a  barren  comfortlefs  profpect,  in 
which  there  was  nothing  to  entertain  the  fight,  but 
great  numbers  of  wild  beafls  and  birds,  and  many 
large  heaps  of  bones  that  lie  fcattered  about,  efpeci- 
ally  by  the  fide  of  every  dream  of  water.  But  they 
faw  not  the  lead  fign  of  the  human  fpecies. 

Though  they  found  two  or  three  fprings  on  the 
iTiore  near  the  harbour,  their  mineral  qualities  unfor- 
tunately prevented  their  being  of  any  ufc  in  fupply- 
ing  the  fhip  with  water  •,  and  they  could  not  even  find 
a  quantity  fufficient  for  prefent  ufe. 

On  the  fouth  more  the  rocks  are  not  fo  numerous 
as  on  the  north  fide  ;  and  there  are  more  hills  and  deep 
vailies,  but  they  are  covered  only  by  high  grafs,  and 
a  few  fmall  (hrubs.  Hence  this  is  but  a  bad  place  to 
touch  at,  by  any  fhip  that  is  under  the  necefnty  of 
wooding  and  watering.  The  commodore,  in  order 
to  clear  the  ground  of  the  overgrown  grafs,  which 
grew  in  great  quantities,  and  alfo  to  improve  the  foil, 
which  appeared  to  be  of  a  barren  fandy  nature,  gave 
orders  for  the  grafs  to  be  fet  on  fire  in  different 
places  -,  which  was  no  fooner  done,  than  the  flames 
ran  fo  fall,  that  in  lefs  than  half  an  hour  they  fpread 
feveral  miles  round.  Before  their  departure  they  funk 
two  calks,  one  of  them  on  the  north  more  from  the 
place  of  anchorage,  a-breaft  of  the  rock,  which  is* 
in  the  form  of  a  tower*     The  other  cafk  was  funk  on 

L  1  2  the 
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fouth  fliore,  two  miles  and  a  half  to  the  fouth  fouth - 
weft  of  the  Tower-rock,  and  near  a  gentle  declivity, 
on  which  they  erected  a  pod  twelve  feet  high  from 
the  ground,  with  a  piece  of  board  nailed  acrois  it  by 
way  of  mark. 

At  length,  having  equipped  the  Slip  for  fea,  and 
received  proper  ballaft  from  the  fliore,  the  fignal  was 
made  for  failing.  The  crew  were  greatly  refrefhed 
by  the  provifion  they  had  met  with  here,  they  having 
the  flefh  of  the  guanacoes,  or  Peruvian  fheep,  ferved 
three  times  a  week,  which  they  found  to  be  delicious 
focd,  and  this  donbtlefs  contributed  greatly  to  their 
continuing  in  a  good  flate  of  health,  as  did  all  on 
board  their  confort  the  Tamer. 

They  left  Port  Defire  on  the  4th  of  December, 
and  directed  their  courfe  to  the  fouthward  of  Pepy's 
Ifland,  laid  down  in  our  charts  in  the  latitude  of  480 
fouth,  and  in  the  longitude  of  640  degrees  bearing 
eaft  by  fouth  of  Cape  Blanco.  But  after  many  un- 
fuccefsful  attempts  to  difcover  this  ifland,  in  order  to 
procure  a  frem.  fupply  of  wood  and  water,  they  had 
the  mortification  to  find  that  all  endeavours  were  in- 
effectual •,  they  were  therefore  obliged  to  defift  from 
the  fearch,  firmly  perfuaded  of  the  impracticability 
of  finding  any  fuch  place. 

Cn  the  20th,  at  four  in  the  afternoon,  they  faw 
the  extremity  of  the  land  of  Cape  Fairweather,  ex- 
tending from  fouth  to  weft  •  at  the  diftance  of  three 
leagues,  when  founding,  they  found  25  fathoms  wa- 
ter, with  foft  ground,  and  the  latitude  of  the  Cape 
to  be  in  51  °  30'.  Indeed  they  never  fteered  above 
five  or  &/,  miles  from  the  more;  and  in  pafiing  be- 
tween the  Lift  mentioned  cape  and  Cape  Blanco,  had 
no  foundings  with  25  fathoms  of  line.  The  coaft 
here  appears  in  white  cliffs,  with  level  bluff  land, 
not  unlike  that  about  Dover  and  the  fouth  Forelands, 
The  next  day  they  law  Cape  Virgin  Mary,  from 
which  they  were  five  leagues  diftant,  and  alfo  the 
land  named  Terra  dd  Fuego.     At  three  o'clock  the 

next 
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next  morning  they  weighed,  and  making  fail,  at  fix 
the  extreams  of  Terra  del  Fuego  appeared,  extend- 
ing from  the  fouth-eaft  by  fouth,  to  the  fouth  well 
by  fouth,  at  four  or  five  leagues  diftance.  At  eight 
they  difcovered  a  good  deal  of  fmoke  ifTuing  from 
different  quarters,  and,  on  a  nearer  approach,  could 
plainly  perceive  a  number  of  people  on  horieback. 
At  ten  they  anchored  in  14  fathoms  on  the  north 
fhore,  and  law  Cape  Virgin  Mary,  which  appeared  over 
the  low  neck  of  land  to  the  eait  north  earl,  and  Point 
Pofieftion  to  the  weft  by  fouth.  Being  about  a  mile 
from  the  land,  they  no  fooner  came  to  an  anchor, 
than  the  people  on  fhore  hollowed  to  them,  and 
moved  their  hands ;  on  which  they  immediately  hoirk 
ed  out  their  boats,  manned  and  armed. 

On  approaching  the  coaft,  evident  figns  of  fear 
appeared  among  thofe  in  the  boat,  on  feeing  men 
of  fuch  enormous  fize  ;  while  fome,  perhaps  to  en- 
courage the  reft,  obferved,  that  thole  gigantic  peo- 
ple were  as  much  furprifed  at  the  fight  of  their  muf- 
kets.  This,  however,  ferved  to  remind  them,  that 
fire  arms  gave  them  an  advantage  much  fuperior  to 
that  derived  from  ftature  and  perfonal  ftrength. 
When  they  had  rowed  within  20  yards  of  the  fhore, 
they  lay  on  their  oars,  and  obferved  that  great  num- 
bers of  them  fur  rounded  the  beach,  and  by  their 
countenances  feemed  eagerly  defirous  of  having  them 
land.      After  the   mod  amicable  fig-ns  which  thefe 

o 

people  were  capable  of  underftanding,  or  the  boat's 
crews  of  giving,  a  fignal  was  made  to  them  to  retire 
backward  •,  and  then  the  commodore  and  chief  offi- 
cers entered  upon  a  fhort  confutation  on  the  pro- 
priety of  .landing.  The  firft  officer,  fired  with  the 
thoughts  of  making  a  full  difcovery  in  regard  to  thefe 
Indians,  who  had  been  fo  much  the  fubjecV.  of  con- 
versation among  the  Englifh,  made  a  morion  to  ap-. 
proach  nearer  and  jump  on  fhore;  but  the  commo- 
dore objected  to  it,  and  would  not  fuffef  any  man  to 
go  before  himfelf. 

L  1  3  As 
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As  foon  as  the  Indians  had  retreated  from  the  beach, 
which  they  had  furrounded  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to 
prevent  any  performs  landing,  the  commodore,  with 
great  intrepidity,  leaped  on  fhore,  followed  by  his 
officers  and  men,  whom  he  drew  up  in  a  poflure  of 
defence.  Immediately  on  landing  the  inhabitants 
came  about  them,  to  the  number  of  two  hundred  or 
more,  looking  with  evident  marks  of  furprize,  and 
fmiling,  as  it  mould- feem,  at  the  great  difproportion 
of  their  flature, 

After  many  amicable  figns,  which  appeared  equal- 
ly agreeable  to  both  parties,  the  commodore,  who 
had  taken  with  him  on  fnore  a  great  number  of  trin- 
kets, fuch  as  firings  of  beads,  ribbons,  and  the  like, 
diftributed  them  with  great  freedom,  as  far  as  they 
went.  The  method  he  made  uie  of  to  facilitate  the 
diftribution  of  them,  wras  by  making  the  Indians  fie 
down  on  the  ground,  that  he  might  put  the  firings 
of  beads,  &c.  round  their  necks  •,  and  fuch  was  their 
extraordinary  fize,  that  in  this  fituation  they  were 
almofl  as  high  as  the  commodore  when  {landing. 

They  were  fo  delighted  with  the  different  trinkets, 
'which  hung  round  their  necks,  and  fell  down  before 
on  their  boibrns,  that  the  commodore  could  fcarcely 
reftrain  them  from  careffing  him,  particularly  the 
women ;  whofe  large  and  mafculine  features  corre- 
fponded  with  the  enormous  fize  of  their  bodies. 
Their  middle  flature  feemed  to  be  above  eight  feet  •, 
their  extream  nine  and  upward,  Their  cloathing 
confided  of  the  fkins  of  guanacoes,  or  Peruvian  fheep, 
which  reached  from  their  moulders  down  to  their 
knees ;  and  their  hair  was  long  and  black,  hanging 
down  behind.  The  faces  of  the  women  were  painted 
moil  extravagantly,  and  their  flature  equally  furprif- 
ing  with  that  of  the  men.  Their  infants  in  the  mo- 
ther's arms,  confidering  their  age,  bore  the  fame  pro- 
portion on  their  features.  Some  of  their  women  had 
collars  on  their  necks,  and  bracelets  on  their  arms; 
but  from  whence  they  could  procure  them  was  a  fub- 
7  jeft 
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jecl:  of  wonder,  as  from  their  great  amazement  at 
nrft  fight,  it  was  conjectured,  that  they  had  never 
beheld  any  civilized  beings  before.  It  may,  how- 
ever, be  concluded  from  the  accounts  of  Sir  John 
Narborongh,  and  others,  who  have  taken  notice  of 
thefe  Indians,  that  they  doubtlefs  change  their  filia- 
tion with  the  fun,  fpending  the  fummer  here,  and  in 
winter  removing  farther  to  the  north,  in  order  to  en- 
joy the  benefit  of  a  milder  climate.  Hence  Sir  John 
and  others  have  related,  that  they  faw  men  of  an  un- 
common fize,  at  lead  eight  or  ten  degrees  more  to 
vthe  northward ;  whence  it  may  reafonably  be  conjec- 
tured, that  daring  one  part  of  the  year,  they  may 
have  fome  intercourfe  with  the  Indians,  who  border 
on  fgme  of  the  Spanilh  fettlements,  and  that  from; 
them  they  might  have  purchafed  thefe  ornaments. 

Their  language  appeared  to  be  nothing  more  than 
a  confufed  jargon,  without  any  mixture  of  the  Spa- 
nifh  or  Portuguefe,  the  only  European  tongues  of 
which  it  was  poffible  for  them  to  obtain  any  know- 
lege  -,  and  with  which  it  is  probable  it  would  have 
been  mixed,  had  they  any  immediate  intercourfe  with 
the  Spaniards  or  Portuguefe  of  South  America. 
Thefe  people  frequently  looked  toward  the  fun  with 
"an  air  of  adoration,  and  made  motions  with  their 
lingers  to  communicate  their  minds.  They  appeared 
to  be  of  a  friendly  difpolition,  and  feemed  to  live  in 
great  unanimity  amongft  themfelves.  After  the  com- 
modore and  his  men  had  been  with  them  a  Ihorttime, 
they  made  figns  for  them  to  go  to  the  fmoke  which 
they  faw  at  a  diilance,  and  at  the  fame  tirpe  pointed 
to  their  mouths,  as  if  they  intended  to  give  them 
fome  refrefhment :  but  their  number  being  at  pre- 
fent  greatly  fuperior,  and  it  being  not  improbable 
that  itill  greater  multitudes  might  come  upon  them 
unawares  from  the  inland  country,  the  commodore, 
who  was  equally  remarkable  for  his  prudence  and  his 
bravery,  thought  it  not  advifeable  to  venture  any  far- 
ijier  from  the  water-fide, 
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By  the  obferyations  made  from  the  mad-head,  at 
about  three  or  four  miles  diftance,  and  from  the 
fmoke  they  faw  rifing  from  different  quarters,  thefe 
Patagonians  feemed  to  have  no  huts  to  feeure  them 
from  the  weather ;  but  to  be  entirely  expofed,  with- 
out fo  much  as  a  tree  of  a  moderate  growth  to  fhelter 
them.  Indeed  the  foil  is  in  general  iandy,  and  to  all 
appearance  barren  ;  for  they  found  neither  water  nor 
trees,  but  only  a  few  fhrubs.  The  writer  remarks, 
that  the  greateil  part  of  thofe  who  furrounded  the 
jQiore  were,  before  their  landing,  on  horfeback ; 
but  on  feeing  the  boats  make  up  to  them,  they  dis- 
mounted, and  left  their  horfes  at  fome  diftance.  Thefe 
horfes  feemed  to  be  about  fixteen  hands  high,  and 
very  fwift ;  but  bore  no  proportion  to  the  fize  of 
their  riders,  and  feemed  to  be  but  in  a  poor  condi- 
tion. Thefe  Patagonian  Indians  were  fo  diftreffed 
and  afflicted  at  their  leaving  them,  that  they  heard 
their  cries  for  a  confiderable  time  after.  To  this  re- 
lation the  writer  adds  fome  other  concurring  tefti- 
mony  to  the  following  effect. 

A  gentleman,  he  fays,  who  was  an  officer  in  one 
of  the  mips,  and  on  more  at  the  fame  time  with  our 
author,  affirms,  that  the  Dolphin  having  entered  10 
or  12  leagues  into  the  mouth  of  the  {heights  of  Ma- 
gellan, the  men  on  deck  obferved  thirty  or  forty  peo- 
ple of  an  extraordinary  ftature,  ftanding  on  the  beach 
of  the  continent,  who  looking  attentively  at  them, 
made  friendly  figns,  by  which  they  feemed  to  invite 
them  to  come  on  more ;  while  others,  who  ftood 
aloft,  difcovered  with  their  glaffes  a  much  greater 
number,  about  a  mile  farther  up  the  country  ;  but 
afcribed  their  apparent  fize  to  the  fogginefs  of  the  air. 
The  fliip  happening  at  this  inftant  to  be  becalmed, 
the  honourable  Mr.  Byron,  thinking  no  time  would 
be  loft  by  going  afhore,  refolved  to  land,  in  order  to 
fee  thefe  Indians,  and  learn  what  he  could  of  their 
manners :  he  therefore  ordered  a  fix-oared  boat  for 
himfelf  and  officers,  and  one  of  twelve  oars  to  be  filled 
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with  men  and  arms,  as  a  fecurity,  in  cafe  there  fhould 
be  any  attempt  to  furprife  or  injure  him,  or  any  of 
thofe  who  went  with  him  \  though  the  people  on  more 
did  not  feem  to  have  any  thing  like  an  offenfive  wea- 
pon among  them. 

On  the  commodore's  landing,  in  company  with  his 
lieutenant,  he  made  figns  to  the  Indians,  who  were 
croud ing  round  him,  to  retire,  which  they  very  rea- 
dily did,  to  the  diilance  of  30  or  40  yards.     He  then, 
attended  by  his   lieutenant,  advanced  toward  them 
about  20  yards  \  and  their  number  was  foon  encreafed 
to  upward  of  500  men,  women  and  children.     Seve- 
ral civilities  at  this  time  parted  on  both  fides,  the  In- 
dians expreffing  their  joy  and  fatisfaclion  by  finging 
uncouth  fongs,  making  hands,  and  fitting  with  looks 
of  pleafure,  with  their  wives  and  children  round  the 
commodore,  who  diflributed  among  them  ribbons  and 
firings  of  beads,  with  which  they  appeared  extreamly 
delighted.     He  tied  necklaces  round  the  necks  of 
feveral  of  the  women,  who  feemed  to  be  from  kvcn 
and  a  half  to  eight  feet  high  ;  but  the  men  were  for 
the  mod  part  about  nine  feet  in  height,  and  fome 
more.     The  commodore  himfelf  meafures  full  fix 
feet,  and  though  he  flood  on  tip-toe,  he  could  but 
jufl  reach  the  crown  of  one  of  the  Indians  heads, 
who  was  not,  by  far,  the  tailed  among  them.     The 
men  are  well  made,  broad  fet,  and  of  prodigious 
flrength,  of  a  copper- colour,  with  long  black  hair  ; 
and  were  cloathed  with  fkins,  which  were  faflened 
about  their  necks  by  a  thong ;  the  fkins  worn  by  the 
men  being  loofe,  but  the  women's  girt  clofe  with  a 
kind  of  belt*     Many  of  the  men  and  women  rode 
on  horfes,  which  were  about  fifteen  hands  and  a  half 
high,  all  of  them  aflride  \  and  they  had  among  them 
fome  dogs,  which  had  fharp   nofes  like  foxes  \  and 
were  nearly  of  the  fize  of  a  middling  pointer. 

Thefe  friendly  people  invited  the  commodore,  and 
all  thofe  who  were  landed,  to  go  with  them  up  the 
country,  mewing  a  diftant  fmoke,  and  pointing  to 

their 


5i4         PARTICULARS  relating,  ta 

their  mouths,  as  if  they  intended  to*  give  them  a  re-* 
pail ;  and  in  return,  the  commodore  invited  the  In- 
dians to  come  on  board,  by  pointing  to  his  ihip  •,  but 
neither  of  them  accepted  of  the  others  invitation  : 
and  therefore  having  pafiTed  two  hours  in  an  agree- 
able converfation,  carried  on  wholly  by  figns,  they 
parted  with  all  the  marks  of  friendfhip. 

The  country  all  around  is  fandy  ;  but  diverfified 

/*  with  fmall  hills,    covered  with  a  fhort  coarfe^raIs7 

and  with  ihrubs,  none  of  which,  as  Sir  John  Nar- 

borough  has  long  before  remarked,  is  large  enough 

/  .      to  make  the  helve  of  a  hatcSet. 

******  Another  gentleman  on  board  has  given  an  account 

A4.m***  tnat  exactly  tallies  with  the  above,  with  thefe  additional 

circumftances  :  That  when  they  were  10  or  12  leagues 
within  the  {freights,  they  faw  through  their  glaffes 
many  people  on  more  of  a  prodigious  fize  5  which 
extraordinary  magnitude  they  thought  to  be  a  decep- 
tion, occafioned  by  the  hazinefs  of  the  air,  it  being 
then  fomewhat  foggy ;  but  on  coming  near  the  land 
they  appeared  of  ftill  greater  bulk,  and  made  ami- 
cable figns  to  our  people  to  come  on  fhore.  That 
when  the  fhip  failed  on  to  find  a  proper  place  of  land- 
ing, they  made  lamentations,  as  if  they  were  afraid 
our  people  were  going  off,  and  would  not  land.  He 
alio  fays,  there  were  near  400  of  them,  and  about 
one  third  of  the  men  were  on  horfes  not  much  larger 
than  ours ;  and  that  they  rode  with  their  knees  up  to 
the  horfe's  withers,  having  no  ftirrups.  That  there 
were  women,  and  many  children,  whom  fome  of  our 
people  took  in  their  arms  and  kiffed,  which  the  In- 
dians beheld  with  much  feeming  iatisfaclion.  That 
by  way  of  affection  and  efteem,  they  took  his  hand 
between  theirs,  and  patted  it ;  and  that  fome  of  thofe 
he  faw  were  ten  feet  high,  well  proportioned  and 
well  featured  j  their  (kins  of  a  copper-colour,  and 
they  had  neither  offenfive  nor  defenUve  weapons. 
Fie  alfo  fays,  that  they  feemed  particularly  pleafed 
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with  lieutenant  Cummins,  on  account  of  his  ftature, 
he  beino-  fix  feet  two  inches  high,  and  that  fome  of 
them  patted  him  on  the  moulder,  but  their  hands 
fell  with  fuch  force,  that  it  affe&ed  his  whole  frame. 

In  fine,  another  officer  of  the  fquadron,  who  is 
affirmed  to  have  communicated  an  account  of  thefe 
extraordinary  people  to  the  Royal  Society,  in  a  paper 
which  that  learned  body  is  faid  to  have  referved  for 
publication,  gives  the  fame  account,  with  thefe  ad- 
ditional circumflances  :  that  they  all  appeared  to  be 
very  fagacious,  eafily  underftood  the  i'ignals  or  inti- 
mations which  our  people  made  to  them,  and  be- 
haved with  great  complacency  and  good  nature. 


The  End  of  the  First  Volume, 


ERRATA,    in  the  Introduction. 

In  the  Table  of  the  Planets,  p.  10,  for  days  and 
fours,  in  the  diurnal  rotations  of  Mars  and  Jupiter, 
read  hours  and  minutes. 

P.  15,  1.  10  from  the  bottom,  fir  rarification,  read 
rarefoMion, 
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